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workshop week 06 � 10 November 2023
Tutored by Nico Tillie & Rosa de Wolf (TU Delft) 

Rob Roggema (Tecnológico de Monterrey)

WORKSCAPES
OF THE FUTURE
Design explorations and ideas for a �ooded 
future by Dariia Alieieva, Meric Altintas Kaptan, 
Lady Choque Olivares, Lara-Sophie Dejon, Gili 
Ho�and, Eline Holtes, Masja Rietveld, Pieter van 
der Wel
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Dariia Alieieva
Meric Altintas Kaptan
Lady Choque Olivares 
Lara-Sophie Dejon
Gili Ho�and 
Eline Holtes
Masja Rietveld
Pieter van der Wel

Inspirational lectures, sessions, and tours
Jolanda Maas (VU)

Robbert Snep (WUR)
Rob de Wit (Provincie Zuid-Holland)
Matthijs Hollanders (De Urbanisten)

Hans Kuijpers (BKS) 
Birgit Hausleitner (TU Delft)

Andy van den Dobbelsteen (TU Delft)
Floor Pino (TU Delft)

Figure: Photograph of group

Figure: visualisation TU Delft Campus by authors
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OBJECTIVE
In the Netherlands, most (industrial) business districts are 
fully grey and paved, making them unpleasant environ-
ments for people. However, these districts house 30% of 
all jobs in the country and have a signi�cant impact on 
the Gross National Product. Over 3,500 districts cover 
more than 100,000 hectares of land, making their im-
pact on the biosphere, society, and economy enormous. 
Therefore, it�s essential to transform these districts and 
make them more inviting for people and investments.

The Dutch national Werklandschappen van de Toe-
komst (translated: Workscapes of the Future) pro-
gramme aims to transition a thousand (industrial) 
business districts into more healthy, biodiverse, nature-in-
clusive, and energy-ef�cient areas. The programme 
envisions a multifunctional workscape, where businesses 
are combined with housing and recreational functions. 
Thus, the programme aims for a new generation of 
business districts.

The objective of the international Workscapes of the 
Future workshop week organised by TU Delft from 
November 6 - 10 was to contribute to the national 
programme while going beyond the current state-of-
the-art business districts. It is essential to consider what 
happens after the programme duration, as the future 
does not stop then.

The national programme aims for Workscapes of the 
Future. It�s important to consider what this future holds. 
Investments made now must last for a long time, and it�s 
essential to consider the impact of climate change on 
the Netherlands. 

For instance, what happens when The Netherlands 
must deal with 2.5 metres or more sea level rise, and the 
current dike system would not last or should be widened 
immensely? These are important questions that need 
to be addressed. For new investments, it�s important to 
consider how it will adapt to future challenges like these.

Figure: Visualisation potential �ooded scenario Delft business districts
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METHOD
Via a one-week charette design workshop, students 
explored possible future scenarios for business districts. 
The workshop week began with a site visit to the design 
locations: TU Delft campus, Schieoevers-Noord, and 
Schieoevers-Zuid. These sites house different functions. 
The TU Delft campus is a university campus where 
housing, educational institutions and businesses are 
combined. Schieoevers-Noord is an urban mix with busi-
nesses, and Schieoevers-Zuid is more industrial.

On the TU Delft campus, a visit to The Green Village 
Living Lab showed multiple sustainable innovations 
regarding designing for climate adaptivity, the ener-
gy transition, and digitalisation. This test site aims to 
help entrepreneurs and researchers develop, test, and 
demonstrate their experimental projects.

Introduction sessions on health, biodiversity, climate 
adaptation, multifunctionality, and the energy transi-
tion ensured common knowledge despite the diverse 
educational backgrounds of the participants. The current 
state-of-the-art regarding designing for business dis-
tricts was shown via inspirational sessions.
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Figure: Design locations workshop week. �You are here� indicates the Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment
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PROBLEMATISATION
What does the Netherlands in 2121 look like? Architectur-
al �rm KuiperCompagnons and Jan Rotmans, professor 
at EUR, formulated a vision for The Netherlands by 2121. 
This vision, shown on the image on the next page, pres-
ents the western part of The Netherlands as way more 
wet than it currently is. 

A situation like this will not occur tomorrow, as the cur-
rent landscape looks dry and is functioning. However, 
when thinking about future landscapes, the investments 
for a future landscape are made now. These must be 
considered.

The Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment�s 
building in Delft was built in 1923 and it is still function-
ing now. If this building was built today, investors would 
expect it to be functional in 2123. 2121, the year for which 
Rotmans and KuiperCompagnons formulated their vi-
sion, does not seem as far away as one might think. 

More might change in the coming 100 years than al-
ready has in the past. Will this drastic sea level rise hap-
pen in 100, 80, or 120 years? Who knows? When (re-)
designing a building or a landscape, designers should 
already incorporate some level of adaptability and 
not wait for this �ooding to chaotically happen. By this, 
investors get some insurance that their investments are 
prepared for this. Sooner or later, investments will stop 
when no good alternative strategy is found. 

The Volkskrant published an article midst of the work-
shop week, on November 7, headlined �Toezichthouder: 
minder hypotheek bij meer risico op schade aan won-
ing door overstroming of extreme droogte�. The article 
mentioned that the Autoriteit Financiºle Markten (trans-
lated: Autority Financial Markets) pleads for a cut on 
the mortgage space for houses with a climate risk. This 
way, homeowners have some leftover �nancial space 
to cover any damage to their homes caused by extreme 
drought or heavy rainfall. The AFM also pleads for a 

�climate label� for housing. This should provide both the 
buyer and the mortgage provider with insight into the 
risks that climate change poses to many Dutch homes. 
Tightening the lending standards should protect home 
buyers from buying a house they cannot afford to ren-
ovate. With this, the buyer can also afford an additional 
mortgage for, for example, repairing the foundation.

The maps on the next pages show the Province of 
Brabant in The Netherlands. The maps show the climate 
structure map of the province, highlighting the areas that 
are affected by the Urban Heat Island and areas that 
are posed with higher �ood risk. As visualised, many 
people would be affected by such a label.

Figure: The Netherlands in 2121, by KuiperCompagnons
























































