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GRONINGEN’S GAS EXTRACTION ISSUES please note: these maps are mere diagrammatic representations 
of the situation and do not in any case demonstrate scientific data
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perimeter of the Groningen gasfield
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GRONINGEN’S GAS EXTRACTION ISSUES please note: these maps are mere diagrammatic representations 
of the situation and do not in any case demonstrate scientific data
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perimeter of the Groningen gasfield induced earthquakes in the province
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GRONINGEN’S GAS EXTRACTION ISSUES please note: these maps are mere diagrammatic representations 
of the situation and do not in any case demonstrate scientific data

perimeter of the Groningen gasfield induced earthquakes in the province the project location: Delfzijl
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GRONINGEN’S GAS EXTRACTION ISSUES
Nij Begun

SOCIAL AGENDA

ECONOMIC AGENDA

INSULATION MEASURES

RESTORATION

Nij Begun: Op weg naar erkenning, herstel en perspectief (2023), https://www.nijbegun.nl/documenten/
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GRONINGEN’S GAS EXTRACTION ISSUES
Nij Begun

SOCIAL AGENDA

ECONOMIC AGENDA

INSULATION MEASURES

RESTORATION

+ INVEST IN THE LEISURE ECONOMY 
+ ATTRACT MORE VISITORS

Nij Begun: Op weg naar erkenning, herstel en perspectief (2023), https://www.nijbegun.nl/documenten/
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GRONINGEN’S GAS EXTRACTION ISSUES
The position of the project

ARCHITECTURE = MEDIATOR+

SOCIAL AGENDA    ECONOMIC AGENDA



AN ANALYSIS OF DELFZIJL
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A VISIT TO THE ‘END OF THE WORLD’

own image





own work

Delfzijl has the potential to become a tourist destination, yet it lacks a clear identity as its environmental, 
cultural and historical context are fragmented



13/71AR4AP120 Public Building Graduation Studio FROM SPACE TO PLACE: REIMAGINING THE COLLECTIVE IDENTITY OF DELFZIJL

SITE ANALYSIS
Historic fragmentation

own work (from Eemsdelta in Cijfes, n.d.)
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SITE ANALYSIS
Unique environment

own work
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own work (from Eemsdelta in Cijfes, n.d.)
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SITE ANALYSIS
Post-extraction reality: socio-economic context
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SITE ANALYSIS
Post-extraction reality: reinforcement operations

own work (from Eemsdelta in Cijfes, n.d.)
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“The gas extraction issues have a large psychosocial impact on residents”
(Hupkes et al., 2020)
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SITE ANALYSIS
Post-extraction reality: psychosocial impact

Gronings Perspectief (2023) & NOS (31 March 2026)
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PSYCHOSOCIAL WELLBEING
a positive mental health that is sustained within social 

environments (Kumar, 2020)



PROJECT FRAMEWORK
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PROJECT FRAMEWORK
Problem statement
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(Denckla et al., 2020)(Williams & Stewart, 1998)
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PROJECT FRAMEWORK
Theoretical framework



WHAT IS ‘PLACE’?
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SPACE
a volume made up of walls, floors, ceilings and openings 

(Parsaee et al., 2015)
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PROJECT FRAMEWORK
Space vs. place



PLACE
part of a space, imbued with identity, experiences, interactions and 

memories from users (Östlund, 2017)
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PROJECT FRAMEWORK
Space vs. place



 THIRD PLACE
a neutral, common ground and social leveler to foster connections 

and social relations between its users (Oldenburg, 1989)
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PROJECT FRAMEWORK
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PROJECT FRAMEWORK
Research question

How can a third place in Delfzijl embed a sense of place and foster psychological 
resilience while performing as a socio-economic catalyst in the region? 
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PROJECT LOCATION
Eemshotel

Google Earth (2025) own image
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DESIGN CONCEPT
Reframing the identity of Delfzijl

own work



THE DESIGN
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Urban fabric

1. The project site 2. A new route on the dike 3. Programme separation 4. Open up to the city- and seascape
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Building design

1. Increase surface area for programme 2. Shape towards cityscape 3. Programme separation 4. A connecting public plaza

1. The project site 2. A new route on the dike 3. Programme separation 4. Open up to the city- and seascape
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GENERAL INTERVENTION
A new route onto the dike



10000
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GENERAL INTERVENTION
A new route  onto the dike
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GENERAL INTERVENTION
Strategies

programme split for user groups

public GF vs. user-specific functions

central core to circulate around

core connects different functions

sightlines upon entry

sequence of sightlines

symmetrical building envelope

spatial design characterizes third place

PROGRAMME CIRCULATION SIGHTLINES SPATIAL DESIGN
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PROGRAMME



visitors

residents

both

12000
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GENERAL INTERVENTION
Accessibility + programme organisation

-1 FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR +

+1 FLOOR

+2 FLOOR

PAVILION



A JOURNEY FROM SPACE TO PLACE
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Approaching the dike



40/71AR4AP120 Public Building Graduation Studio FROM SPACE TO PLACE: REIMAGINING THE COLLECTIVE IDENTITY OF DELFZIJL



10000

6000

41/71AR4AP120 Public Building Graduation Studio FROM SPACE TO PLACE: REIMAGINING THE COLLECTIVE IDENTITY OF DELFZIJL

Entering the pavilion
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Moving onto the plaza
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An extended public space
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A place for restoration & retreat
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An multifunctional public space
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EXTENDED CAFE EXHIBITIONS EVENTS
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A base to explore from
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A community space for locals
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LECTURES & EVENTS WORKSHOPS & LIVING ROOM
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A public rooft op & playground
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TECHNICAL ELABORATION
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TECHNICAL ELABORATION
Construction principles

GROUND FLOOR
gluelam skeleton construction
+ concrete core

FOUNDATION

-1 FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR

GROUND FLOOR+

+1 FLOOR

+2 FLOOR

concrete + steel

steel truss system 
+ concrete core

glulam skeleton construction
+ concrete core

glulam skeleton construction
+ concrete core

glulam skeleton construction
+ concrete core

concrete core

symmetrical building envelope

lightweight construction with
 concrete core

disconnections at foundation 
& skeleton construction 
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TECHNICAL ELABORATION
Facade fragment
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TECHNICAL ELABORATION
Designing spatial atmospheres

Glulam
warm, tactile

Polished concrete
smooth, glossy texture

Flax fibre panels
warm, tactile

Steel
smooth, matte

Basalt
rough, heavy

Robinia wood
tactile, warm

Glulam
warm, tactile

Limecrete
brushed, tactile

Clay plaster
rough, warm

• lightweight &  sustainable• durable • acoustics & recycled (sustainable)

• strong & well-performing• durable & well-performing • acoustics & well-performing 

• lightweight, sustainable & breathable• durable & breathable • sustainable & breathable
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TECHNICAL ELABORATION
Distinguishing architectural language

Construction Facade Windows

Glulam Hempcrete + lime render Robinia wood

AluminiumSteel Concrete with puzzolan Aluminium

Accoya wood
• lightweight & sustainable • local, breathable & sustainable • durable & well-performing

• durable & easy to maintain• strong & well-performing • durable • durable 

• durable & breathable
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TECHNICAL ELABORATION
A distinguishing architectural language
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TECHNICAL ELABORATION
Climate design
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How can a third place in Delfzijl embed a sense of place and foster psychological 
resilience while performing as a socio-economic catalyst in the region? 
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How can a third place in Delfzijl embed a sense of place and foster psychological 
resilience while performing as a socio-economic catalyst in the region? 
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How can a third place in Delfzijl embed a sense of place and foster psychological 
resilience while performing as a socio-economic catalyst in the region? 
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How can a third place in Delfzijl embed a sense of place and foster psychological 
resilience while performing as a socio-economic catalyst in the region? 
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