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The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments:

Personal information

Name Julia Coolen

Student number 4717406

Studio |

Name / Theme Explore Lab

Main mentor Leontine de Wit Architecture: Interiors Buildings

Cities

Second mentor

[Appointed before P2 [Academic field involved]
by studio coordinator]

Argumentation of choice
of the studio

The deaf and hard-of-hearing live in world that, from an
architectural standpoint, is designed for hearing people.
Which causes a set of challenges and problems. I want to
address and help fix these challenges and problems,
looking specifically at deaf schools. Within Explore Lab I get
the space, opportunity and freedom to do so.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project

Designing deaf schools

Goal

Location:

Apeldoorn, Netherlands

The posed problem,

The deaf and hard-of-hearing live in
world that, from an architectural
standpoint, is designed for hearing
people. Which causes a set of challenges
for the deaf and hard-of-hearing: uneven
pavements, unexpected, narrow
hallways, poor lighting and glares to
name only a few of these challenges.

These problems have major effects at
schools for the deaf and hard-of-hearing.
These schools are mainly located in
buildings that happened to be empty or
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that already had an educational function
anyway. These buildings have never
been specifically designed for the deaf
and hard-of-hearing, which causes a
problem. If a school for deaf and hard-
of-hearing students was never designed
for them, how can these buildings reflect
and be good for them?

research questions and

Main question:
How to design an appropriate school for
the deaf and hard-of-hearing?

Sub questions:

1. What are the problems deaf and
hard-of-hearing people  can
encounter in daily live?

2. What are ingredients for a PVE
that can be abstracted from good
and bad examples of schools for
the deaf and hard-of-hearing?

3. How to translate social and
behaviour  requirements into
design guidelines?

design assignment in which these result.

Designing a deaf school

Process

Method description

To answer all the research questions different methods will be used. For the first two
sub questions fieldwork will be done at Dutch schools for the deaf and hard-of-hearing
by means of observations, interviews and mapping. Next to this a literature study on
the deaf community and Gallaudet University and its principles of DeafSpace will take
place. This will all lead to the method for the third sub question: a pattern language.
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Reflection

My graduation work is of relevance in the larger social, professional and scientific
framework: it addresses the problems the deaf and hard-of-hearing face in the built
environment, which are relatively unknown to hearing people, and gives solutions on
how to address and help fix them. Thus creating a better built environment for the
deaf and hard-of-hearing, which ultimately will result in a built environment that is
more inclusive.




