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An exciting and unusual guidebook that will
show you the city of Rome like you've never

seen before.

Following the designed routes, let yourself
be enchanted by both historical and modern
aquatic elements of the city, which will lead
you to discover a history, culture and identity of

Rome, unknown to the most.

Camilla Di Nicola is an Italian Landscape Architect. She
studied in Italy, Portugal and in the Netherlands, where
she graduated from Tu Delft University in Landscape
Architecture master track in 2020.
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REVEALING ROME’S WATER-BASED CULTURE
A RESILIENT, DYNAMIC AND INTERACTIVE LAYER

The unprecedented guide towards
the discovery of Rome’s water-based identity
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Strolling through the city of Rome, we marvel at the pure abundance
of water: Trevi Fountain, Fountain of the Four Rivers, Fountain of the
Boat and not to mention the so-called nasoni, drinking water devices
scattered all over the city.

However, nowadays this great abundance of fountains became a mere
object of contemplation, a static, though beautiful, monument. Rarely
we stop to consider how such ambitious displays was made possible.
Where does the water comes from?

In the Italian vocabulary, we describe the great and monumental
fountains as Mostra d’acqua. Mostra comes from the Latin word
mostrare that in English means to reveal, to show, to exhibit. These
beautiful fountains were, in fact, the terminal of an incredible complex
water system, the aqueduct. The fountains, therefore, proves to be
only the endpoint of a project of much larger dimensions, part of a
system much more complex than it seems, today unknown to most.
Rome hides in the basements of the palaces or in the alleys of the
centre or within the walls of the houses an identity that links the city
to the water, to the terrain, to the landscape, to the subsoil.

The objective of this guide is to mostrare, reveal, the water elements,
both ancient and modern ones, that characterize the city of Rome,
look at the city through a new and unusual lens.

You will discover the relationship that exists between Rome and
nature, water, topography and the importance of modern and ancient
aquatic elements in the city.

If you’re curious, it is time to start. Have a good trip!
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