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Aging (in) Architecture

“How can an inclusive &  high quality living environment be created in a 1980s housing 
complex at Bijlmerplein?”
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Kamari et al. (2017) inspired diagram 
case study Bijlmerplein

studio
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Bijlmerplein

source image: nieuws.top010.nl

Building
Can the reuse of the ideas of the original architects lead to a better functioning deck? In this scenario social 
and and spatial characteristics formed the startingpoint to redesign the decks on the bases of these ideas. 
A large gallery can be build and the connection to the backgarden should be strengthened. This strategy 
is typically applied on the scale of the building.  The solution can pottentially improve one of the weakest 
points of the buildings design and thereby improve liveability and make the appartments also financially 
more attractive. 
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Replacement of indoor “portiek” with 
outdoor gallery increases living space

Requires relatively much building 
materials

Better accesibility of apparment with 
elevator

Imroves house prices, easy to earn 
investment back

Strenghtens the green character of the 
deck

An outdoor gallery instead of the 
“portieken” improves social security, ass 

well as a more lively deck

More changes for meeting your neigh-
bours

Improves connection from deck to 
garden en private public boundary on 

the deck

More social interaction improves 
resident participation

Could potentially solve te problems of 
the deck 

People Planet

Prosperity

Rediscover the collective
Social x Spatial

Former 
stairwells 
used to 
extend 
houses

Stairs for direct acces to collective garden

Private gardens

Roofterrace as new entrance

Gallery for 
beter acces to 
houses

Stairs as 
freestanding 
element 

Private garden

Collective garden

Justus van Effenblok, Michiel Brinkman

Values
Relation to values of owners, users, students, architects & advisors, government & municipality:
- Quality and liveliness on the decks: improved
- Appreciated peacefullnes and greenery, preserved or improved



7

    Indoor comfort        Energy e�ency    Material and waste      W
ater e�

ency               Polution             Q
uality Services        Investm

ent cost     Maintenance costs   Financial structure      Management        
      In

novation     
     

     
  E

ngag
em

en
t  

    
    

    
    

 S
pa

tia
l  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
So

ci
al

ity
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

Se
cu

rit
y 

    
    

    
    

    
  Id

en
tit

y     
     

     
     

 Integrity
       

         
     Aesthetic

People Planet

Prosperity

MORE GREEN, PLEASE
biodiversity x spatial

This model aims to strengthen the biodiversity and the spa-
tial values on a neighbourhood scale, by embedding green 
into the residential areas. By letting nature run its cours, bio-
diversity in the neighbourhood would be improved. Groene 
Mient, in the Hague, has a similar strategy. These green are-
as not only provide space for children to play in, but also 
invite local insects and animals to live in. By removing hard 
pavement and replacing it with greenery, water efficiency is 
also higher. 

Goedewerf

A green neighbourhood Reference project 
Groene Mient, the Hague by Bos Hofman Architektenkombinatie and Fillié 
Verhoeven Architecten



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fexperimentelewoningbouw.nl%2Funcategori-
zed%2Fcasestudy-1-de-nieuwe-weerdjes-revisited-van-start-t-m-december-2018%2F&psig=AOvVaw-
0lypnB74YSt6ls5FiP3z8L&ust=1652423296980000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAwQjRxqFwoT-
CMCTps-q2fcCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF --> niuewe weerdjes buiten foto

De Nieuwe Weerdjes, Arnhem

Barzilay & Ferwerda, 2019

Barzilay & Ferwerda, 2019

Barzilay, 2016
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Barzilay & Ferwerda, 2019
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Barzilay & Ferwerda, 2019

pieterskwartier.nl
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“for how long can I still run up and down tho-
se stairs?”

“the ideal apartment complex is like a village in 
itself, a mix of ages and programme”

“a communal garden house in the courtyard 
encourages gardening and eating together”

“our wide hallway is truly a place to stay 
where everyone knows each other”

Heren 5 (2016)
11

Older generation



“without suitable spaces for interaction, 
there is no increase of socializing” 
(Williams, 2006)

“inclusivity is realized by providing 
affordable housing” (Zahrah & Gamal, 2018)

“overlooking from residential and 
commercial properties, can generate 
feelings of safety” 
(Dempsey, 2008)
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General



inclusivity - accessibility - quality
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Google earth, 2022

_
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Bijlmerplein
case studies



arenapoort.nl, n.d. arenapoort.nl, n.d.

+ _
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Bijlmerplein
older generation
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PRESERVE

affordability

reachability

IMPROVE

physical

openness

scale

privacy

social

accessibility
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accessibility

living
environment

values

climate



physical
accessibility
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affordability



- brick 90mm
- cavity 90mm
- insulation 70mm
- aerated concrete G4/600 140mm
- HSB frame with glasswool 80mm
- plate material 2x 12mm

Rc 6,7/7
- plasterboard 2x 12,5 mm
- insulation in aluminium frame 45 mm
- inclined aerated concrete G4/600 200/220 mm
- vapor proof foil
- inclined rigid insulation 170/200 mm
-water barrier
- tiles 25 mm

Rc 5 m2K/W
- wall finishing
- brick 90 mm
- cavity 90 mm
- insulation 70 mm
- aerated concrete G4/600 140 mm
- prefab timber frame
- vapor proof foil
- flax wool 90 mm
- water barrier
- battens 15 x 30 mm
- aluminium railing
- Kerloc 10 mm

financial CO2

31

affordability
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3rd floor
existing situation

2nd floor
design proposal

affordability
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Nico Swaager (1948) / Amsterdam city archive

Aging (in) Architecture

“How can an inclusive &  high quality living environment be created in a 1980s housing 
complex at Bijlmerplein?”




