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Creating Liveable Urban Places

Emerging Urban Peripheral Centralities, Liveability, and Planning in 
Metropolitan Dublin
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Motivation
Centralities in Metamorphosis

Source: Ulysses, Proteus episode (Joyce, 1922)

“Ineluctable modality of the visible: at least that, if no 
more, thought through my eyes.”
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Greater Dublin Area Population:

2.1 Million or 40.5% of the total 
population of Ireland live in the GDA 

Dublin County (inclusive of the four municipalities) Population:
c. 1.5 Million

CSO, 2022

Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Joined EEA + 
High Economic GrowthHigh Emigration

Establishment of
Irish State
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CSO,2024

35% Potential Population Increase (high*)
2024 - 2057

High*

Mid

Low

Dublin is expected to grow by 25.0% under high M1 modelling and 8% under low M3 projections. 

High Expected Population Growth
Centralities in Metamorphosis
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1800s 1900s

Centralities in Metamorphosis

From Townlands to Urban Villages

1849 Dublin

Dublin Tenements
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1940s1800s 1900s

Centralities in Metamorphosis

 One of the first urban villages on the periphery of Dublin before 
being absorbed back into the City of Dublin in 1930 

1920 Rathmines

Source: National Library of Ireland, (1920)
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1940s 1980s

period of uncontrolled growth

1800s 1900s

Centralities in Metamorphosis

8



1940s 1980s 2020s Metropolitan

period of uncontrolled growth people in the periphery - liveablity?
a metropolitan region forms 

with no coordination

Metropolitan1800s 1900s

Centralities in Metamorphosis
ends? is the goal a urbanised eastern region
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Centralities in Metamorphosis

1984 2022

Today’s Expansive Urban Edge
Centralities in Metamorphosis

Source: Aerial Imagery, NASA 2022

10



11

Centralities in Metamorphosis

An Urban Region with a Rural Mindset

How do council boundaries affect how 
places are developed?

Where is the built-up urban area & what 
type of building types, street networks, and  

functions exist?

Region’s Local Authorities



12

Centralities in Metamorphosis

A Lack of Urban Planning
Irish Planning System History



Centralities in Metamorphosis

Dublin City Council’s 400 year old motto is still: 
“Obedientia Civium Urbis Felicitas,"  

“the obedience of citizens produces a happy city”
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Liveability



Centralities in Metamorphosis

Sarah
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Centralities in Metamorphosis

Sarah
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Tom



Finglas

Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Are we there yet?Why so far?

I want this close to home

Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Centralities in Metamorphosis

Liveability
Star of Liveability  

Components of Liveability
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2020

Centralities in Metamorphosis

Problems in the Neighbourhood Centrality



Problems in the Neighbourhood
Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Finding what works for this type of neighbourhood centre



Centralities in Metamorphosis

Landmark and heritage buildings Reviewing sightlines and landmark 
buildings as guiding princples

Upscaling the neighbourhood and 
public space creation

What could be removed and kept

Centrality Capacity

26



Design Principles
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Retrofitting the Neighbourhood



Strenghtening GreenRetrofitting the Neighbourhood
Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Centralities in MetamorphosisCentralities in Metamorphosis

Strenghtening Green
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Centralities in MetamorphosisCentralities in Metamorphosis

Exposing the Stream
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Centralities in MetamorphosisCentralities in Metamorphosis

Connecting Public Buildings
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Centralities in MetamorphosisCentralities in Metamorphosis

Utilising Historic Key Buildings for Identity
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Centralities in MetamorphosisCentralities in Metamorphosis

Adding Housing & Other Uses
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Centralities in MetamorphosisCentralities in Metamorphosis

Ensuring Gathering Spaces & Lively Spaces
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Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Centralities in Metamorphosis
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Drawing Out the Identity
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A Multi-Functional Civic Amenity
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Type of Places



Centralities in Metamorphosis

Level of Activity high to low

Main Street Layout Types Found in the Region
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Centralities in Metamorphosis

A Multi-Scalar Liveable Metropolitan Region
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Centralities in Metamorphosis

Growth Corridors
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Step 1: Designation in the Local Authority’s Development Plan

Step 2: Choosing a suitable area plan

Step 3: Implementing Multi-Scalar Design + Policy Principles

Strategic Functions:

Strategic Functions:
Student Population & University 
Expansion to Centrality
Gateway to City from/to Airport

Upscaled Urban District
Large scale Housing & Commercial 
Hub

Strategic Functions:
Historic Village Core, Heritage & 
Scale
Placemaking as Attractor

This plan type is chosen due to the cur-
rent scale of this centrality and potential 
for transformation. The area is village 

Santry could be subject to an UAP due 
to its Metropolitian scale and function 
potential. Nearby is a major university 
and the airport,  alongside a significant 
amount of light industrail lands this cre-
ates the conditions suited to larger scale 

The largest plan type is applicable in this 
case, with two distint centrality types 
nearby, one that functions primerely on 
a local scale and one on a regional scale. 

Co
-o

rd
inated Metropolitan Plan

Centralities in Metamorphosis
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future situation

current situation

Centralities in Metamorphosis

A Connected Region
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Centralities in Metamorphosis

Conclusions

4646



Centralities in Metamorphosis

Policies for a Liveable
Metropolitan Region

   Creation of a Dublin Metropolitan Regional AuthorityAP1

   Directly Elected Mayor

DP1

FP2

AP3

   Local Authority Self-Funding Measures

   Performance Standards Design Metrics

LUP2    Urban Radial & Orbital Growth Corridors
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Centralities in Metamorphosis

Thank You!


