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The Depolarizer Manual

This manual serves as an explaination of the Depolarizer as a
prototipical model. What is its concept, its design principles and how
should it be implemented in designs for public buildings.

Concept 3
Design Principles 4
Prototypical model to Building 14
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Concept

The concept for the proftotype of the Depo|orizer is based on the
concep‘ruo| framework representing the phenomenon of po|0rizoﬂon and
its actors created by Bart Brandsma, a dutch phi|osopher and expert in
the field of polarization.

Polarization: Visualised in this framework (figure 1) is the phenomenon
with two important actors, The grey middle (The silent) and the
Polarization pushers (The pushers). The pushers fuel the debate with
division, they present topics in extremes and aim solely on getting many
individuals from the grey middle into their camp. The other pushers are
their enemies, but they target the grey middle. The grey middle is the
group of individuals in our society that do not choose a side (yet) and

is therefore willing to make comporomises, have discussions and aims on
increasing the wealth of society as a whole. If the pushers get a hold on to
many individuals from the grey middle, our society falls apart.

Depolarization: The depolarizer aims on reversing this phenomen. It
shields of the grey middle from polarization factors, and simultaniously it
strengthens the social cohesion within the grey middle to create resilience
towards polarizing factors.

’
¢
¢
.’% ‘ O
°
O

. Grey middle ¢ Protection from polarizing factors

O . Polarization pushers o° Social cohesion
o Individuals

Polarizing push factors

figure 1



Design Principals
Forums

Bringing the debate to the grey middle: Every Depolarizer consists of
forum spaces. This can be used for discussions around |oco|, national and
g|obo| topics. These p|oces are open for everyone to enter and join the

debate.




Design Principals
Apolitical program

Bringing peop|e ‘roge‘rher: Every Depo|orizer consists of a program that

is familiar to every culture and allows for peop|e fo interact cosuo“y. For
exomp|e, this can be related to food, sports, crcnt‘ring, gordening, arts efc. It
is the reason for peop|e from all bockgrounds to visit the bui|o|ing. Peop|e
connect over a shared activity.

/’/I\\\
7




Design Principals

Decentralised Government

Decreasing |oco|/g|obo| po|orizing factors: Every Depo|orizer consists of
space for a decentralised government. The distance between citizens and
government have shown to be an important factor in po|orizo‘rion. So by
oo|o|ing this program fo the bui|o|ing, it's visitors feel empowered to join the
decision moking process and regain their trust in these institutions.




Design Principals
Exhibition

Ce|ebro‘ring difference: Every Depo|orizer consists of space for exhibition.
These spaces allow its users to broadcast their own identities, perspectives,
and achievements. In this way, the bui|o|ing aims on esfobhshing a positive
mindset, unders‘ronding and respect to each other’s differences. These
spaces can also be used for exhibitions related to po|orizofion, fo he|p

create more awareness.

TN




Design Principals

Support program

Every Depo|orizer consists of support program like restaurants, information
desks etc, to make visitors feel at ease in the bui|o|ing.




Design Principals

Entrances

Every Depo|orizer has a strong focus on occesibi|i‘ry to make sure that the
bui|o|ing is well connected to its surrounding and peop|e can eosi|y visit the

bui|ding.

P



Design Principals

Space of Encounter

Esfobhshing positve encounters: Every Depo|orizer consists of circulation
space that facilitates first encounters between different users of the
bui|o|ing. By inc|uo|mg human scale elements in the space, interactions
will take |o|oce and could pofenﬂo“y lead into undersfonding and mutual

respect.

TN
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An 8 by 8 by 5 (l,w,h) grid structure brings all the principles together.

[t makes the structure modular and odop’rob|e to different locations. Its

fransparency allows various programs and users to interact with each

other. Addifiono”y, the grid size offers enough f|exibi|ify to accommodate
different programs, while still being compact enough fo keep them

connected rather than isolated.
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Design Principals

Boundaries

Positve transparency. To ensure that the combination of activities in the
bui|o|ing is experienced posifive|y, the borders between these should allow
for fransparency while minimizing poJrenJrio| disturbances caused by its
openness. The prototype consists of 3 types of borders.

Indoor border:
Public-Private.

|
Maximum transparency + medium
noise and climate control. ‘ ‘ UJJ
\ |
Indoor border:
Private-Private.
Medium fransparency + medium

noise and climate control +
procﬂco| odop’rob|e elements.

I

I

Outdoor border:

Medium transparency + Maximum
noise and climate control +
Weather protection + Expression




Design Principals

Expression

Every facade of a Depo|orizer is based on the fo||owing princip|es for its

expression.

Experience Structure: A Depolarizer is part

of the pub|ic realm and therefore part of the
structure of our society. Because it aims to
sfrengfhen this structure while also emphosizing
the freedom within it, the experience of the
supporting structure is essential.

Transparency: Every Depolarizer allows for
fransparency so peop|e can interact with and
feel attracted to what hoppens inside.

Expression of diverse program inside: Every
Depo|orizer expresses what hoppens inside, so 1 ’
its visible that there is a diverse program and , A H -
that this program interacts with each other. ' [




Prototypical Model to Building

The concept and princip|es of the prototype are a concepfuo| model. This
model can be used for the design of pub|ic bui|dings all around the world,

but each one of them will look different since fhey will odjus’r to their own
contfext.

Prototypical Model



Prototypical Model to Building

The Depolarizer in Bispebjerg is an example of a public building that

is built on the principles of this prototypical model, but adjusted to its
context. This means that elements such as the facade, structure, space
of encounter, entrances, program areas, climate control, and placement
within the site are adapted to location-specific conditions.
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Location based design of a Depolarizer in Bispebjerg, Copenhagen
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