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Transfigurations
Shifting Landscape Imaginaries



shifting perception
personal archive, ca. 1937, San Vito di Cadore (IT)

transfigurations



locating the site
map of mountainous regions (above 600 m.a.s.l.) of Italy and surroundings

Cadore - Val del Boite

transfigurations



transfigurations

objectification of the landscape
Wax model of Antelao topography, 2024.



What could the role of the architectural practice be in 
engaging with the complexity and uncertainty of the future 

scenarios of this landscape?
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I. Prologue

II. One site

III. Transfigurations
	 Decay
	 Digestion
	 Absorption



I. Prologue



landscape definition
Eugenio Turri, La conoscenza del Territorio, 2002

“The landscape is not merely the visible result 
of natural and human processes, but a symbolic 
product that reflects the values, memories, and 
identity of the communities that inhabit it.”
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representation of the alpine landscape
Snow Storm: Hannibal and His Army Crossing the Alps. J. M. W. Turner, 1812.
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Back-ground

Fore-ground

Mid-ground

representation of the alpine landscape
Snow Storm: Hannibal and His Army Crossing the Alps. J. M. W. Turner, 1812. Author’s interpretation of work by N. Lafoy.
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representation of the alpine landscape
View on the valley of Chamonix. C. Hackert, 1796.
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Back-ground

Fore-ground

Mid-ground

representation of the alpine landscape
View on the valley of Chamonix. C. Hackert, 1796. Author’s interpretation of work by N. Lafoy.
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  LAGAZUOI – 5 TORRI
 1   FALZAREGO – LAGAZUOI
 2  3  FALZAREGO – COL GALLINA
 3   COL GALLINA
 4  4  5 TORRI
 5  2  AVERAU

  FEDARE
 7  2  FEDARE
 8  2  CRODA NEGRA
 85   SKYLINE CORTINA – SON DEI PRADE – CIANZOPÉ
 86   SKYLINE CORTINA – CIANZOPÉ – BAI DE DONES

  TOFANA
 14  4  OLIMPIA
 16  2  BABY SOCREPES
 17  4  SOCREPES
 18  4  RA FRÉZA 
 19  6 TOFANA EXPRESS
 21  4  PIÉ TOFANA – DUCA D’AOSTA
 22  3  DUCA D’AOSTA – FORCELLA POMEDES
 25   CORTINA – COLFIERE – COL DRUSCIÉ
 26   COL DRUSCIÈ – RA VALLES
 27   RA VALLES – CIMA TOFANA
 28  4  BUS TOFANA
 29  2  CACCIATORI

  CRISTALLO – FALORIA
 51   CORTINA – MANDRES – FALORIA
 52   TONDI DI FALORIA
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 55  2  RIO GERE – PIAN DE RA BIGONTINA
 56  4  PIAN DE RA BIGONTINA
 57  4  RIO GERE – SON FORCA
 59  4  PADEON

  MISURINA
 61  2  MISURINA – COL DE VARDA
 63   LOITA

  SAN VITO DI CADORE
 71   DONARIE
 72  3  TAMBRES
 73  2  SAN MARCO

  AURONZO DI CADORE
 80 4  TAIAREZZE – MALON
 82  2  MALON – MONTE AGUDO
 84   ANSIEI

120 KM OF SLOPES  |  35 LIFTS

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO

representation of the alpine landscape - resortification
Cortina d’Ampezzo ski resort map, 2024.
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Fore-ground Mid-ground Back-ground

representation of the alpine landscape - resortification
Cortina d’Ampezzo ski resort map, 2024. Author’s interpretation of work by N. Lafoy.
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territorial scale
Piave river as the spine of the region.
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geo-engineering
Visual representation of the Vajont dam on its construction site.
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geo-engineering
Vodo dam, 2024
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geo-engineering
map of the Piave-Boite-Maè-Vajont hydropower system
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inhabiting
Variente Tai construction works, 2024
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temporality
San Vito di Cadore ski area, 2024
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temporality
temperature increase diagram
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territorial scale
fragility of a landscape
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The landscape condition
mosaic of forms of inhabitation in the Cadore region.
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condition of the landscape
artefacts of the landscape imaginary map
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What could the role of the architectural practice be in 
engaging with the complexity and uncertainty of the future 

scenarios of this landscape?
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measuring transformations
diachronic analysis of the Marmolada glacier, 1910-2022
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Masterplan
from landmarks to hotspots
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Masterplan
from hotspots to network
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Masterplan
from network to system
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One site
Basecamp of a system of points
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digestion + absorption
impression of demolished chunk of the Cement factory becoming the observation station
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One basecamp
Location of the project site along the Piave river course
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II. One site
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situating the object
urban scale
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situating the object
urban scale

transfigurations



situating the object
urban scale

transfigurations



� �� ����

architecture as a form of measure of the landscape
confrontation of the factory and the urban center of Castellavazzo
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01. Cava di Pascoli 02. Cava di Sossas

03. Cava di Ceppe

00. Cementificio Marchino

situating the object
map of the extraction sites
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understanding the site
Historical image of the former Cement factory of Castellavazzo, 1930s
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III. Transfigurations

transfigurations
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temporality
time line of site transformations
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III. Transfigurations
	 Decay

transfigurations
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temporality
timeline of the activity of the factory
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condition
former Cement factory of Castellavazzo, 2024
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confronting the landscape
Elevation view of the site from the opposite side of the river
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III. Transfigurations
	 Digestion
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transforming
Elevation view of the site from the opposite side of the river in the second stage of the project
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2

1

1. Temporary demolition waste transformation facility
2. Prefabricated walls workshop

transforming
Site plan in the second stage of the project, 1-500.
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1 2 3 4
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1. Sorted demolition waste storage
2. Primary crushing stage <150mm
3. Secondary crushing stage <25mm
4. Tertiary crushing stage and grinding <2mm
5. Mechanical separation of cement paste 
6. Thermal treatment in Rotatory kiln
7. CO2 recarbonation unit
8. Milling and homogenization in ball mill
9. Deposit of repurposed cement paste

transforming
Processing plant plan in the second stage of the project, 1-100.
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transforming
Diagram of processing of demolition waste material
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transforming
Workshop plan in the second stage of the project, 1-100.
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transforming
Diagram of up-cycling waste material of demolitions
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absorption

transfigurations



title
sub-title

III. Transfigurations
	 Absorption
		  reducing
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confronting the landscape
Design iteration of reduction of scale and subtractions
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reducing
Elevation view of the site from the opposite side of the river with demolition proposal
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assessing the object
axonometric representation of built objects by heritage and historic value
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assessing the object
axonometric representation of built objects by heritage and historic value
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title
sub-title

III. Transfigurations
	 Absorption
		  adding
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adding
Elevation view of the site from the opposite side of the river in the third stage of the project
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anatomy of the site
devices of restoration and preservation of existing structures
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anatomy of the site
devices of restoration and preservation of existing structures

transfigurations



absorption
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absorption
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absorption
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