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De Landa: Human structures as a combination of hierarchical structure and self-organized systems that arise 
spontaneously out of the activities of many individuals, whose interests only partially overlap.

Correa: We cannot just trust to luck and a blind faith in humanity; for ever y Mykonos histor y has created, there are ten other 
depressing towns. The stunningly beautiful handicraft and weaving of certain societies are the (fortunate) result of a cumulative 

process, spread out over many decades - each generation making marginal improvements to the end-product. Without the benefit of 
such a heritage to provide context, people often opt for ugly things.
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E X O D U S

S t o r i e s  o f  g l o b a l  m i g r a t i o n s
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+2.5 billion people
 to urban areas by 2050, with close to 90% of this increase 

taking place in Asia and Africa
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“Basically, we are a rural country, 80%, but now the rate of 
urbanisation is so fast that we want to do things as quickly as 
possible and there is no time for thinking. We want to deliver. We 
want to do faster, quicker and in a huge quantity.” 
 E l i a s  Y i t b a r e k  A l e m a y e h u

+35%
Addis Abeba’s urban 

population growth
within 15 years
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autophagia
a city that erases its traces to 

move for ward. 

loss of material 
narratives
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autophagia
disappearence of styles of life 

and social structures

loss of human
 narratives

E v e r y d a y  l i f e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  o n e  h a r d l y  n o t i c e s 
i n  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e .  [ … ]  I t  p e r v a d e s  s o c i e t y  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  a n d 

c h a r a c t e r i s e s  w a y s  o f  b e i n g  a n d  b e h a v i n g  w h i c h  a r e  p e r p e t u a t e d 
t h r o u g h  e n d l e s s  a g e s .  S o m e t i m e s  a  f e w  a n e c d o t e s  a r e  e n o u g h  t o 

s e t  u p  a  s i g n a l  w h i c h  p o i n t s  t o  a  w a y  o f  l i f e . “

“

F e r n a n d  B r a u d e l
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T a l i a n

T A L E S 
F R O M  A N  O L D  S E F E R
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M O R P H O G E N E S I S
c l u s t e r i n g  a r o u n d  p e r m a n e n c e s
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coexistence of different speeds 
of becoming

Human narratives and 
cultural context that 
evolve alongside their 

habitat
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T a l i a n  s e f e r  i s  s t i l l  t h e  s a m e .  I  w i s h  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  i s  r e t a i n e d 
a n d  n o t  d e m o l i s h e d .  I t  s h o u l d  s t a y  i n t a c t  a n d  s e r v e  a s  a 

m u s e u m   
T h i s  i s  h i s t o r y .  B r i n i n g  n e w  l a y e r s  w o u l d  m a k e  u s  f o r g e t  w h a t 

i s  i n  h e r e . “

“
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lack of sanitation

unemployment

lack of security

substandard 
housing condition

lack of water
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it was a beautiful day, but since everyone 
was busy having fun, Mickeleland looked 
like a ghost town. 

Before blaming one of 
his friends, however, 
our protagonist went 
to double check at 
his studio apartment. 
His house was one 
of the smallest 
typologies, with only 
one room that served 
as both a living room 
and bedroom for six 
people: himself, his 
wife, and the kids. The 
space was quite tiny 
and the privacy often 
lacking, but one 
could never be bored.
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“
I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  w h a t  i s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  i s  a 
c o l l u s i o n  o r  a  j u x t a p o s i t i o n ,  a s  w e  l i k e  t o  s a y ,  b e t w e e n  t h e 

t r a c e s  o f  t h e  m a s t e r p l a n  a n d  t h e  s p o n t a n e i t y  o r  t h e  f o r c e s  f r o m 
t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  o f  d a y  t o  d a y  a c t i v i t i e s . “

 E l i a s  Y i t b a r e k  A l e m a y e h u
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t r u t h  o f  a c c o u n t a n t s
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A s  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  Gl ob a l  S o u t h  g ro w  at  a n  e x t rem e l y  f a s t  p a ce , 
h o w  c a n  w e  d en s i f y  a n d  re co n f i g u re  t h e i r  h i s to r i c a l  d i s t r i c t s 
w i t h o u t  er a s i n g  t h e i r  t r a ce s ,  i n ter p ret  t h e i r  s t y l e s  o f  l i fe  w h i l e 
p ro v i d i n g  a  d y n a m i c  s t r u c t u re  t h at  c a n  c ater  fo r  t h e i r  d re a m s ?

In  s h o r t ,  p a r a p h r a s i n g  Ch a r l e s  C o r re a ,  “h o w  c a n  w e  o p en 
n e w  d o o r s  to  m o d er n  a sp i r at i o n s  w h i l e  d r aw i n g  o n  e x i s t i n g 
v a l u e s ? ’

Ch a r l e s  C o r re a ,  Th e  Ne w  L a n d s c a p e :  Ur b a n i s at i o n  i n  t h e  Th i rd  Wo r l d ,  ( Lo n d o n :  Bu t ter w o r t h  A rc h i te c t u re ,  1 9 8 9 ) ,  1 1 3 .

R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N
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R e c o n f i g u r i n g  a d d i s  a b e b a ’ s  n a r r a t i v e s
g l o s s a r y
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R e c o n f i g u r i n g  a d d i s  a b e b a ’ s  n a r r a t i v e s
g l o s s a r y

1. restoration: bringing back to original condition
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R e c o n f i g u r i n g  a d d i s  a b e b a ’ s  n a r r a t i v e s
g l o s s a r y

1. restoration: bringing back to original condition
2. remediation: improving the function while losing the material
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R e c o n f i g u r i n g  a d d i s  a b e b a ’ s  n a r r a t i v e s
g l o s s a r y

1. restoration: bringing back to original condition
2. remediation: improving the function while losing the material

3. reconfiguration: rearrenging fragments to generate a new form
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R e c o n f i g u r i n g  a d d i s  a b e b a ’ s  n a r r a t i v e s
g l o s s a r y

1. restoration: bringing back to original condition
2. remediation: improving the function while losing the material

3. reconfiguration: rearrenging fragments to generate a new form

craftsman as an inventor of new forms
a demiurge who shapes inert matter

vs
craftsman as Deleuze’s metallurgist

an artisan with the sensual knowledge to learn from self-organizing
structures and non-linear processes
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R e c o n f i g u r i n g  a d d i s  a b e b a ’ s  n a r r a t i v e s
g l o s s a r y

1. restoration: bringing back to original condition
2. remediation: improving the function while losing the material

3. reconfiguration: rearrenging fragments to generate a new form

craftsman as an inventor of new forms
a demiurge who shapes inert matter

vs
craftsman as Deleuze’s metallurgist

an artisan with the sensual knowledge to learn from self-organizing
structures and non-linear processes

narrative: the interplay between social structures and built form in time

“Space is not simply the three-dimensional projection of  a mental
representation, but it is something that is heard, and is acted upon”

Bernard Tschumi
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4 levels of reconfiguration

1.  Urban morphology
2. Practiced spaces

3. Material techniques
4. Historical narratives
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U R B A N  M O R P H O L O G Y

a  m a t t e r  o f  v o i d s

P R A C T I C E D 

S P A C E

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c t o r s

M A T E R I A L S

A N D 

T E C H N I Q U E S

m e t a m o r p h o s i s

H I S T O R I C A L 

N A R R A T I V E S

s t r a t e g y  f o r  a  m o d e r n  s e f e r
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1

U R B A N 
M O R P H O L O G I E S

a  m a t t e r  o f  v o i d s
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m o r p h o g e n e s i s  a r o u n d  p e r m a n e n c e s
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2

P R A C T I C E D
S P A C E

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c t o r s
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c o o k i n g
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“ I  c a n’ t  c o o k  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o o d  i n 
a  c o n d o m i n i u m  k i t c h e n .  ( . . . ) 
I  h a v e  t o  u s e  a  s m o k e l e s s  s t o v e 
a n d  n o t  c h a r a c o a l .  I  c a n n o t  u s e 
e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  i n j e r a  b a k i n g , 
b e c a u s e  i t  n e e d s  a  h i g h e r  v o l t a g e . 
I  m u s t n’ t  m a k e  n o i s e  a t  n i g h t  a n d 
w o u l d n’ t  b e  a b l e  t o  p r e p a r e  f o o d 
o n  t i m e  f o r  m y  c u s t o m e r s .  L a s t l y , 
I  w o n’ t  h a v e  e n o u g h  r o o m  f o r 
s t o r a g e  a n d  f o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n .  ” 

L u b a b a *
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W H A T  I S  N E E D E D  F O R  A 
T R A D I T I O N A L  E T H I O P I A N  K I T C H E N ?

1. space detached from the living one for smoke reasons
2. space for gulcha (traditional fireplace). Hence, somewhere that 
fire can be controlled and not become dangerous
3. a communal space  where women (and dwellers in general) can 
be together
4. somewhere connected to selling space
5. gulchas attached to a vertical surface
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w a s h i n g
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s i t t i n g  +  b a s i n s t a n d i n g  +  b a r r e lc r o u c h i n g  +  r i v e r
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c o f f e e  m a k i n g
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“ I  a m  a  h a r d - w o r k i n g  w o m a n . 
G o d ,  w h e r e v e r  y o u  a r e ,  h e l p  m e ! 
I  o n l y  n e e d  3 , 0 0 0  ET B  t o  pay  f o r 
a n d  s t a r t  a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s . 
P e o p l e  l i k e  c o f f e e .  I  w i l l  s e l l  i t 
t o  m y  c u o s t o m e r s  a n d  s i t  w i t h  t h e m 
a n d  c h a t .  We  w i l l  l i v e  l i k e  t h a t .  I 
w i l l  w o r k  f r o m  4 : 3 0  a m  u n t i l  1 0 
a t  n i g h t .  M y  s o n  w i l l  s t u d y .  We 
w i l l  m a k e  e n d s  m e e t .  S o m e  d a y s 
w e  g o  t o  s l e e p  w i t h o u t  e a t i n g .  I 
d o n’ t  k n o w  h o w  w e  w i l l  m a n a g a e 
t o  s l e e p  w h e n  w e  h a v e  n o  b e d !  ” 
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3

M A T E R I A L S  a n d
T E C H N I Q U E S

m e t a m o r p h o s i s
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1. IMPORTED
2.Therefore, it creates DEPENDENCE
3. EXPENSIVE
4. It emulates foreign standards.

C U R R E N T  S T A T E  O F  T H E  M A R K E T

O f t e n ,  c o n c r e t e 
a c c o u n t s  f o r  7 0 % 

o f  t h e  t o t a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t
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E A R T H  A S 
S H E L T E R I N G  M A T E R I A L
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4

H i s t o r i c a l 
n a r r a t i v e s

S t r a t e g y  f o r  a  M o d e r n  S e f e r
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clear defininition of street 
fronts and community spaces

C A S E  S T U D Y
C i d c o  h o u s i n g ,  1 9 9 8 ,  R a j  R e w a l
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expansions and compressions
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C A S E  S T U D Y
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Society hill closed: “It was pure Robin Hood in reverse, a 
transfer of property from the poor to the rich.”
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c l u s t e r i n g  a r o u n d  p e r m a n e n c e s
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t y p i c a l  d e t a c h e d  v i l l a

b a s i c  m o d u l e s

c l u s t e r  o f  6 4  u n i t s
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c l u s t e r i n g  a r o u n d  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s
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t y p e  A
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4 0  s q m5 2  s q m
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3 8  s q m

3 8 + 1 4  s q m
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5 5  s q m
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i n f o r m a l  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  p o i n t  o f  a c c e s s
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ferrocement water tank, 23 m3 

easily accessible + sculptural 
element to define communal areas
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M O R P H O G E N E S I S
c l u s t e r s  o f  w o r k s h o p s

“live-work environment an 
ideal  type for preservation 
and development” 

“Live/Work Architecture An 
alternative to high-rise development 
in Addis Ababa”, Melhik 
Gebremichael
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flexible layouts and polyfunctional spaces.
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multi-purpose design
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t y p e  B



A n t o n i o  P a o l e t t iG l o b a l  H o u s i n g  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o :
A d d i s  A b a b a  L i v i n g  L a b

A r c h i t e c t u r e s  i n  M o t i o n :
R e c o n f i g u r i n g  A d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  N a r r a t i v e s 90

P 5 
0 6 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 0

2 1  s q m 2 5  s q m 2 8  s q m
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2 1  s q m

1 8  s q m



A n t o n i o  P a o l e t t iG l o b a l  H o u s i n g  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o :
A d d i s  A b a b a  L i v i n g  L a b

A r c h i t e c t u r e s  i n  M o t i o n :
R e c o n f i g u r i n g  A d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  N a r r a t i v e s 92

P 5 
0 6 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 0



A n t o n i o  P a o l e t t iG l o b a l  H o u s i n g  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o :
A d d i s  A b a b a  L i v i n g  L a b

A r c h i t e c t u r e s  i n  M o t i o n :
R e c o n f i g u r i n g  A d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  N a r r a t i v e s 93

P 5 
0 6 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 0



A n t o n i o  P a o l e t t iG l o b a l  H o u s i n g  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o :
A d d i s  A b a b a  L i v i n g  L a b

A r c h i t e c t u r e s  i n  M o t i o n :
R e c o n f i g u r i n g  A d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  N a r r a t i v e s 94

P 5 
0 6 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 0



A n t o n i o  P a o l e t t iG l o b a l  H o u s i n g  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o :
A d d i s  A b a b a  L i v i n g  L a b

A r c h i t e c t u r e s  i n  M o t i o n :
R e c o n f i g u r i n g  A d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  N a r r a t i v e s 95

P 5 
0 6 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 0

5 2  s q m4 0  s q m
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2 4  s q m

1 7  s q m
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+5

water managment 
(income generation + control)

2 basins:
(from cleaner to 
dirtier water)
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the alluminium rooftop of an L-shaped 
cluster can collecton on avarage  

40’000 l/month

polietilene water tank, 3-5m3 

every morning an electrical 
water pump brings rainwater to 
the rooftop, providing water for 

cleaning and cooking

ferrocement water tank, 90m3 

provision of water for washplace + 
emergency water for the community



A n t o n i o  P a o l e t t iG l o b a l  H o u s i n g  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o :
A d d i s  A b a b a  L i v i n g  L a b

A r c h i t e c t u r e s  i n  M o t i o n :
R e c o n f i g u r i n g  A d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  N a r r a t i v e s 100

P 5 
0 6 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 0



A n t o n i o  P a o l e t t iG l o b a l  H o u s i n g  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i o :
A d d i s  A b a b a  L i v i n g  L a b

A r c h i t e c t u r e s  i n  M o t i o n :
R e c o n f i g u r i n g  A d d i s  A b a b a ’ s  N a r r a t i v e s 101

P 5 
0 6 . 0 7 . 2 0 2 0

i n c o m e  g e n e r a t i o n 
+ 

m u l t i - p u r p o s e  d e s i g n
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I n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t : 
C i t y  a s  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .

H o w  c a n  w e  p r o v i d e  a m e n t i e s  s u c h  a s  m u s e u m s ,  p a r k s , 
e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a l o n g s i d e  w i t h  h o u s i n g ,  w h e r e  a 

d w e l l e r  i n  a n  u n s c h e d u l e d  m o m e n t  m a y  m a k e  a  l i f e  t u r n i n g 
d e c i s i o n ?
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+5
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A B U N E  P E T R O S ’  C U L T U R A L  C E N T R E
 a d a p t i v e  r e u s e  a s  a  s i g n  o f  i d e n t i t y
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+5
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“ n o t  s i m p l y  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t 
r a t h e r  t o  t a k e  r o o t  i n  i t  i n  o r d e r 

t o  c e a s e l l e y  i n v e n t . ”
p a u l  r i c o e u r
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Kebele 24
site and services

2,5 ha
fsi: 0,55

building heights 1-2  storey
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Kebele 24
proposal for the outskirts of Addis

2,5 ha
310 u/ha 

fsi: 2,1
building heights 4-7 toreys

+ 704 units 
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Gerji
condominium 40/60

4 ha
122 u/ha

613 inhabitants/ha
fsi: 1,85

building heights 13 storeys
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Gerji
condominium 40/60 + infill

4 ha
358 u/ha 
fsi: 2,55

building heights 4-13 storeys
+ 516 additional units
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M E T A M O R P H O S I S
t r a d i t i o n  a n d  c h a n g e
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2

4

5

6

3

1. soil - gravel - compressed soil 
- cement - stone paving

2. CEB 5% cement
3. zinc plate, (anti termite)

4. fine-cut natural stone
5. rough natural  stone 800mm

6. cement, 15mm
7. soil - waterproofing - sand - insulation 

- waterproofing - compacted earth screed 
- fine earth screed - clay flooring

7

F O U N D A T I O N S
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M A S O N R Y

The finished blocks are either 20x20x5cm or 10x20x5cm in order to allow for 
a maximum weight of 6/7kg. This was designed to allow all workers, including 
women for example, to easily lift the single module and participate in the 
construction process. 
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P R E - F A B  C O N C R E T E  I M P O S T
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V A U L T I N G  A N D  F L O O R I N G
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T I M B E R  S T R U C T U R E
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D U O - P I T C H E D  R O O F
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R O O F  W A T E R - P R O O F I N G

2 31

1. water tank - 5 l
2. timber truss

3. aluminum roof
4. metal gutter
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F I N I S H I N G  A N D  O P E N I N G S
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“Tradition is not necessarily old-fashioned 
and is not synonymous with stagnation. 
Furthermore, a tradition need not to date 
from long ago but may have begun quite 
recently. As soon as a workman meets 
a new problem and decides how to 
overcome it, he first step has been taken 
in the establishment of a tradition. When 
another workman has decided to adopt the 
same solution, the tradition is moving.

 Architecture for the Poor, Hassan Fathy

M E T A M O R P H O S I S
t r a d i t i o n  a n d  c h a n g e
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“
M a k i n g  h o u s i n g  i s  l i k e  a  b i r d  b u i l d i n g  i t s  n e s t .  Y o u  s t a r t  w i t h 
a  b a s i c  h o u s e ,  b u t  y o u  h a v e  t o  l e t  p e o p l e  c h a n g e  i t  t o  t h e i r  o w n 

n e e d s .

“
 C h a r l e s  C o r r e a
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P e r h a p s ,  s o m e d a y  t h e  e x p a n s i o n s  o f  t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  T a l i a n  c o u l d  a l s o  e n d  u p  i n  a 

t a x o n o m y  o f  t y p e s .
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I n  s u c h a  a  w a y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t u r n s  i n t o  t h e 
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e v e r y  e v e n t  o f  l i f e ,  c o n s t a n t l y 

b a l a n c i n g  f r e e d o m  a n d  c o n t r o l  l i k e  a 
f u n a m b u l i s t .  I t  i s  n o t  a b o u t  s e e k i n g  c h a o s  b u t 

b e i n g  o p e n  a n d  n o t  r e a c t i n g  t o  i t . 
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“
T a l i a n  s e f e r  i s  s t i l l  t h e  s a m e .

“


