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Retreat the line
Empowering play as an other way of doing architecture

Jakub Biernacki
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 OTHER WAYS OF DOING ARCHITECTURE 

 DEFINING PLAY 
 

 DEFINING BRIEF 
 

 DEFINING MOTIF 

 OTHER WAYS OF DOING ARCHITECTURE 

AgendaIntroduction
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3.Other ways of doing architecture The Guardian, October 14, 2005
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4.

QUESTION:
WHAT I COULD DO FOR YOU
AS AN ARCHITECT FOR FREE

Other ways of doing architecture
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5.Other ways of doing architecture
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6.

ANSWER:
DISILLUSIONMENT 
AND ISOLATION FROM 
DAILY LIFE

Other ways of doing architecture
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7.Engagement with everydayOther ways of doing architecture
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8.

Over the past three years, London authorities 
have decided to sell parks, play grounds, and 
allotments the size of 67 football fields.

Engagement with everydayOther ways of doing architecture
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9.Other ways of doing architecture The creator of the city
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10.

PARADOX:
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF
ARCHITECT IN 21TH CENTURY

Other ways of doing architecture
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11.Other ways of doing architecture The position of the practice
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12.

 OBSOLETE 
 POWER 

 ARCHITECTURAL 
 AGENCY 

Other ways of doing architecture
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13.

 OBSOLETE 
 POWER 

 PROBLEM-SOLVING  SENSE-MAKING 

 ARCHITECTURAL 
 AGENCY 

Other ways of doing architecture
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14.

„To think of designing as problem-solving is to use a rather  
dead metaphor for a lively process and to forget that design is not so 
much a matter of adjusting to the status quo as of realizing new pos-

sibilities and discovering our reactions to them.”

- John Chris Jones

Other ways of doing architecture



Peter and Alison Smithson, CIAM
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15.Other ways of doing architecture



Building as a verb
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16.Other ways of doing architecture
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17.

„With the advent of modernity, time has vanished
from social space.”

- Henri Lefebvre

Other ways of doing architecture



From Event to Ritual
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18.Other ways of doing architecture



From Event to RitualOther ways of doing architecture
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19.



Other ways of doing architecture
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Other ways of doing architecture
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21.

EMPOWERING PLAY AS: 
OTHER WAY OF 
DOING ARCHITECTURE



MotivationDefining Play
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Embedded in everyday lifeDefining Play
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23.
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24.From play-ground to play-spaceDefining Play



Defining Play  Kinderspelen, Pieter Bruegel de Oude (1560)
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Defining Play  Kinderspelen, Pieter Bruegel de Oude (1560)
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26.

THE PLACE

THE PLAY
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27.Homo Ludens, Johan Huizinga (1938)Defining Play
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28.Works of Aldo van Eyck (1947 to 1978)Defining Play
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29. Experiencing Architecture, Steen Eiler Rasmussen (1957)Defining Play
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30.Image of the city, Kevin Lynch (1960)

Paths Node Edge DistrictLandmark

Defining Play
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31.Defining Play Churchill Gardens (1962) The Brutalist Playground, Assemble Studio (2015)
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32.

Play is:
1) Self-Chosen and Self-Directed
2) Intrinsically motivated
3) Guided by mental rules
4) Imaginative
5) Conducted in an alert, active, but relatively 
non-stressed frame of mind

Modern characteristicsDefining Play
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33.Defining Play

PLAY

Unexpected and spontaneous use of public space. 
It encompasses imaginative, unscripted activities 
that go beyound the prescribed functions of urban 

environments.

Definition
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34.Defining Play New context for actions
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35.

Leisure is an occupation to which the worker can devote himself of his 
own free will, outside of professional, familial and social needs and 
obligations, in order to relax, to be entertained or to become more 

cultivated.

- Henri Lefebvre

Defining Play Play as an escape
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36.Escape is an illusionDefining Play



Architectural Design Crossovers Graduation Studio 2022/2023 P4, June 01, 2023, Delft

37.But it reflects in social realityDefining Play
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38.London, SouthwarkDefining Play
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39.Aylesbury EstateDefining Play



Burgess Park as the Escape
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40.Defining Play



Burgess Park as the Escape

Architectural Design Crossovers Graduation Studio 2022/2023 P4, June 01, 2023, Delft

41.

BURGESS PARK

Defining Play



The line

Architectural Design Crossovers Graduation Studio 2022/2023 P4, June 01, 2023, Delft

42.Defining Play



The actors
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43.Defining Play



The line - The canal
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44.Defining Play
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45.1898Defining Play
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46.1914Defining Play
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47.1914Defining Play
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48.1940-1960Defining Play
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49.1946Defining Play
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50.Defining Play 1970
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51.Defining Play 1970



Architectural Design Crossovers Graduation Studio 2022/2023 P4, June 01, 2023, Delft

52.Defining Play 1960 Plans
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53.Defining Play 1967 Newspaper
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54.Defining Play 1980



1980
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55.Defining Play



1980 view from the Canal Bridge
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56.Defining Play



2000
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57.Defining Play



The line - demarcation line
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58.Defining Play



The state of parkDefining Play
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From canal to canal
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60.

CLOSED
INDUSTRIAL FLOW

CLOSED
PUBLIC FLOW

Defining Play



Closed public flow
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61.Defining Play



What is lost
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62.Defining Play



From closed to open public flow
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63.

OPEN 
PUBLIC FLOW

Defining Play



DERIVE
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64.Defining Play

„a mode of experimental behaviour linked to the conditions of urban 
society: a technique of rapid passage through varied ambiances.”

„to drop their usual motives for action and let themselves be drawn by
the attractions of the terrain and the encounters they find there”

- Guy Debord

Definition
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65.Defining Play The Naked City, Guy Debord (1957)



The line
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66.Defining Play



The whole network
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67.Defining Play



Having both
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68.Defining Play



Different movementsDefining Play
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69.

Path Open NodeRing



Different movementsDefining Play
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70.



DESIGNING THE BRIEF

The opportunity to challenge the formalistic constraints that often 
limit creativity and playfulness in architecture. By prioritizing the 

experiential qualities of space

based on Architecture Depends by Jeremy Till

Defining Brief
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Anchoring points
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72.Defining Brief



Anchoring pointsDefining Brief
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The atractorsDefining Brief
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74.

Central Edge EdgeOutside
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InterventionsDefining Brief
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75.

Pitch 
pavilion

Friends of 
Burgess Park 
Pavilion

WatchtowerArboretum



Actors’ activitiesDefining Brief
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CamScanner

Defining Motif Rituals
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Defining Motif Actors’ activities

Architectural Design Crossovers Graduation Studio 2022/2023 P4, June 01, 2023, Delft

78.



Defining Brief Building as a verb
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Landscaping, collection of rubble and creation of gabion wallsDefining Brief
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Foundation and retaining wallsDefining Brief
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Steel post-truss structure, Floor montageDefining Brief
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Wooden frame walls, closing the volume, heating panelsDefining Brief
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Finishing, daily use and daily maintanceDefining Brief
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84.



Climate diagramDefining Brief
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Climate diagramDefining Brief
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Arboretum speciesDefining Brief
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87.



Actors’ activities
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88.Defining Brief



An anthropological approach

CamScanner
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89.Defining Brief



An anthropological approach

CamScanner

Defining Brief

C
am

Scanner
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90.



DETAIL AS MOTIF

 „A fragment in which the whole building is represented.”

- Edward Ford

Definition
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91.Defining Motif



Artifacts
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92.

Lime kiln Chimney Bridge
Retaining 

wall
Man-made
hill

Defining Motif



Chimney as a hybrid attractor
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93.Defining Motif
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94.The atractors

Central Edge EdgeOutside

Defining Motif
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95.Defining Motif Friends of Burgess Park Pavilion
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96.Defining Motif Arboretum
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97.Friends of Burgess Park PavilionDefining Motif
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98.Defining Motif Watch Tower



Retaining wall to pavilion
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99.Defining Motif



Pavilion
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100.Defining Motif



Unexpected momentDefining Motif
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CHIMNEYBRIDGE RETAINING WALL

Pitch pavilionDefining Motif

Architectural Design Crossovers Graduation Studio 2022/2023 P4, June 01, 2023, Delft

102.



Friends of Burgess Park PavilionDefining Motif
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CHIMNEY RETAINING WALLMAN-MADE HILL



Defining Motif
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104.

MAN-MADE HILLRETAINING WALL

CHIMNEY

Arboretum
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105.Defining Motif Arboretum

MAN-MADE HILL

CHIMNEY
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106.Defining Motif View on awaiting re-developments
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107.Defining Motif View on awaiting re-developments
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108.Defining Motif View on awaiting re-developments
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109.Defining Motif View on awaiting re-developments



Pitch 
pavilion

Friends of 
Burgess Park
Pavilion

WatchtowerArboretum
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Other ways of doing architecture
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111.Contraction, Jessie Brennan (2020)Other ways of doing architecture
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112.Other ways of doing architecture


