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BI O S >  POLI TICA L LIFE 

Bios/Pol it ical  l i fe is 

g iven by the society 

and descr ibes the l i fe 

of indiv iduals ins ide 

the Pol is .  He borrows 

the term from Ancient 

Roman Law where bios 

is g iven to indiv iduals by 

the sovereign power.

ZOE >  BA RE LIFE 

According to Ancient 

Roman Law, Zoe is the 

l i fe that every l iv ing 

being have.  Thus,  C it izens 

of pol is  inher its both 

bios and zoe.  However, 

Zoe is g iven by the God 

therefore it  is  sacred and 

cannot be taken away 

from indiv idual .
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Methods & Analys is Graduation Studio is focused on the 

invest igat ion of human act ions in relat ion to the bui lt 

environment in terms of meaningfulness,  appropriati on 

and integrati on  in the context of the c ity of Bogota.  This 

invest igat ion in it iated by the tutors dur ing s ite v is it  by a 

workshop spread into three days.  Dur ing the workshop, we 

selected a domestic object to analyze and interact with our 

surroundings.  As I  selected “pi l low” as my domestic object , 

i t  guided me towards searching for priva cy,  int ima cy and 

c omfor t  in  the publ ic  spa c e.

As I  searched int imacy,  comfort and especial ly  pr ivacy in 

publ ic sphere,  I  ended up f inding the dark,  inc onspicuous and 

forgotten (abandoned) par ts  of the c ity which is occupied 

by the exclud ed individuals  of the society .  Althoug h they 

are exclud ed from the publ ic  realm,  they st i l l  inhabit  the 

publ ic  spa c e.  They are c onstant invis ible users of  the publ ic 

spa c e who we tend to ignore.  This i ronic s ituat ion interested 

me and I  wanted to understand the relat ion between the 

exclusion & publ ic sphere in the c ity of Bogota.

According to Wim Cuvyers,  these spaces are what publ ic has. 

He mentions that publ ic space is the spa c e of  powerless , 

i t  is  the spa c e of  transgressi on and the spa c e of  being 

unc ontrol led .  Cuvyers bel ieves that the squares and streets 

are not publ ic spaces because the movement and acts of 

indiv iduals are control led by the sovereignty.  Instead, he 

considers dead-ends,  park ing lots and shady corners of the 

c ity as publ ic spaces where people can act freel y and out 

of  rea ch of  moral  and societal  r ules.

EXC LUSI ON OF IND IVIDUA LS

The acts of indiv iduals are 

heavi ly bounded to societal 

norms and rules of publ ic 

realm. However,  acts of 

excluded are uncontrol led as 

they are not ins ide the publ ic 

realm.

EXC LUDED OB JEC TS

The c ity is  f i l led with unused 

objects that are occupying 

the publ ic space immensely , 

restrain ing the space from 

the publ ic use especial ly  in 

the ruins of Centro Gaitan in 

Teusaqui l lo .

EXC LUDED SPAC E S

The publ ic refer to these 

spaces as “e lefante blanco” 

which are highly expensive 

government projects that are 

inaccesible to publ ic and are 

hard to maintain eventhough 

they don’t  produce anything.
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M O D E N A T U R EThe acts of excluded indiv iduals are analyzed by borrowing related terms 

from acknowledged studies and depicted by diagrams showing the relat ion 

with the publ ic & bui lt  environment.  The diagrams show 9 different s ituat ions 

of relat ion between publ ic space and excluded indiv idual ,  varying from smal l 

scale objects l ike steps & wal ls to c ity scale objects l ike underpass & park . 

The diagrams are accompanied by related photos from the s ite as wel l  as 

references images that creates a dichotomy between the act of excluded 

indiv iduals and ordinary l i fe of a c ity dwel ler .

Agamben states that there are two different 

concepts for l i fe according to Ancient Romans 

that separates publ ic l i fe from the l i fe g iven by 

God.

The phenomenon of “exclusion” a lso effects the realm of inanimate 

objects .  Moreover,  as we move on to more inc lus ive idea of what “object” 

is ,  ( l i ke Object Oriented Onthology) th is s ituat ion becomes more relevant 

then before.  C ity of Bogota is f i l led with these objects that are excluded 

from usage and abandoned in the forgetten par ts of publ ic space.  Thus, 

not only indiv iduals but excluded objects are also inhabitt ing these 

spaces and the society and decis ion makers tend to approach these 

objects indifferent ly .

As project deals with exclusion 

in publ ic realm, i t  is  crucia l  to 

understand the s ituat ion of the 

center of the publ ic realm, them 

main square of the c ity of Bogota: 

Plaza De Bol ivar .

The project aims to br ing 

excluded indiv iduals ,  objects 

& spaces to the center of 

publ ic realm, Plaza De Bol ivar 

and al low them to exist freely 

h idden from the survei l lance 

of the power holding 

inst itut ions.

The design uses the exist ing s lope to create modenature 

on the ground without affect ing the plaza level  excessively . 

By redesigning the s lope in a more defined shape & s ize 

,  var ious open publ ic spaces (Terraces,  stairs ,  benches, 

ar t if ic ia l  landscape) are created in both levels .  In th is way, 

the new ground level  is  formed which is more product ive 

with its permeable character ist ics .

Moreover,  th is intervent ion produces a colonnade which 

mirrors the exist ing one of Leviano Palace,  catalyz ing the 

funct ions of already exist ing ad jacent spaces.

Secondly ,  in bui ld ing scale,  the movement on the ground 

surface creates interest ing spaces under and above it . 

S imi lar to the modenatures of the ad jacent facades,  the 

ground surface of the design is host ing funct ions ins ide of 

it  as wel l .

Last ly ,  the modenature in  smal ler scale creates objects l ike 

benches & l ightwel ls that accompanies the related funct ions 

and enr iches the experience of the space.

To cope with the power of the decis ion makers and prejudice against the 

design,  the program hides itself  inbetween the “required” and “expected” 

funct ions,  secret ly exist ing behind the complexity of different funct ions 

and spaces that bui ld ing hosts.  The emergency exit  becomes a lookout 

tower,  the exhibit ion space,  the showcase wal l  turns into a habitable 

ver t ical  l iv ing space and the instal lat ion becomes a tool  for bui ld ing a 

barr icade .

Facades that is  facing the plaza are histor ical  facades of powerful 

inst itut ions that governs the society .  Thus,  they often depict the power 

and wealth of the inst itut ion by intr icate decorat ions & modenatures. 

That is  why,  they are ver t ical  surfaces that has a th ickness that can 

host funct ions behind and ins ide the facade. 

The phenomenon of excluded objects peaks at the ruins 

of Centro Gaitan which is an unfin ished publ ic project of 

Rogel io Salmona. The incomplete structure is used as a 

storage and completely f i l led with unused objects .  S imi lar to 

excluded indiv iduals ,  they are hidden in the dark corners of 

the bui ld ing sheltered from the environment.  By occupying 

the space extremely ,  the objects render themselves and the 

space completely inoperat ive and unproduct ive.  However, 

moving these objects to somewhere could both regenerate 

their  use and reestabl ish the beauty of the space.
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Publ ic spaces are also inf luenced by the exclusion forces.  As the power 

holders change and transform, the spaces that they control  a lso are 

remodel led and reconstructed to their  needs.  However,  th is f luctuat ion in 

power relat ions often results in the restrain ing of cer tain publ ic spaces. 

That is  why most of the “White Elephants” are left unfin ished.  Simi lar to 

these,  Plaza de Bol ivar is  control led and restrained by the power holding 

inst itut ions  and can be considered as an excluded object because it  is 

obssesively control led monitored and protected.

VER TICA L 

SURFAC E S

Facades of Power 

Holding Inst itut ions: 

Palace of Just ice,  

Pr imary Cathedral  of 

Colombia,  House of 

Congress & Lievano 

Palace.

D epict i on of 

Power,  Protected, 

Monitored, 

M aintained,  

Ina cc essible, 

Physical l y  exist  but 

out  of  rea ch

HORI ZONTA L 

SURFAC E

Surface of 

People,  Surface 

of Protest ,  The 

only surface 

accesible by the 

publ ic .

S urfa c e of  the 

Powerless, 

Monitored, 

C leaned,  

Acc essible, 

F lexible,  

Physical l y 

exist  & used 

extensivel y

SEMI PUBLIC SPAC E S

Adjacent spaces that are meant 

to be par t / semi par t of the plaza.

SURVEILLA NC E

Supervis ion of the plaza by CCTV 

cameras,  pol ice and mi l i tary force.

BLOC K & C ONTROL

Control led spaces ad jacent to 

plaza and ins ide the plaza.

SLOPE

Slope that connects mult ip le levels 

of entry with fu l l  accesibi l i ty .

DE N SI T Y

The spaces people can appropriate 

and use for le isure & other acts .

ERO SI ON

MODE NAT URE

OF GROUND

FLAT

HI STORY

E V E N T S &
A C T S
The plaza hosted and st i l l 

hosts many events,  acts and 

instal lat ions.  These events var ies 

from clashing events l ike protests 

and r iots to peaceful  acts l ike 

exhibit ions and concer ts .

However,  these programs often 

need to be backed up by the 

inst itut ions that g ives permission 

to br ing the faci l i t ies on s ite .  I f 

there is a conf l ict  in interest ,  these 

events turn v io lent and disrupt ive.

In addit ion to th is ,  a lthough the 

plaza hosts many funct ions,  i t 

excludes transgressive acts of 

excluded indiv iduals .  The l ist  of 

excluded act iv ites surpass the 

accepted events.  Moreover,  these 

transgressive funct ions often 

preemtively prevented because 

of the obssesion with secur ity .

O  C  C  U  P  A  T  I  O  N
E  X  H  I  B  I  T  I  O  N
D  E  M  O  N  S  T  R  A  T  I  O  N
I  N  S  T  A  L  L  A  T  I  O  N
S  P  E  E  C  H
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V  E  N  D  O  R  S

THIC KNE SS

EXTE ND

M O D E N A T U R E
C O N C E P T U A L
C O L L A G E S

Making the ver t ical 

surfaces accesible is 

a concept to increase 

the inc lus iveness of the 

plaza and reducing the 

power strengthening 

effect of facades.
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HOMO-SAC ER

As an indiv idual  ins ide the 
community ,  man has “bios” and as 
a l iv ing being,  man also has “bare 
l i fe” .

However,  s ince it  is  assigned by 
the society,  -bios can be taken 
away from the indiv idual  by the 
power holders.  In th is case,  when 
an indiv idual ’s r ight to l ive in the 
community is  taken away,  S/he is 
reduced only to “bare-l i fe” by the 
total  exclus ion from the society . 

These indiv iduals cal led Homo-
Sacers.  In contemporary society, 
The State approach of c it izens as 
subjects,  as indiv iduals ,  conf l icts 
with the legal  frame that sees 
them as objects,  as bare-l i fe . 
Thus,  creat ing Homo-Sacers.2
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Construct ion 

detai ls  of 

var ious types 

of the 10 x 10 

module with 

connect ion 

detai ls  and 

opening detai ls .

The design if  formed by a 10 

x 10 module which is made 

out of smal ler modules.  This 

creates a cont inuum from the 

human scale to larger scales. 

By th is way,  the large scale of 

plaza design is re lated with 

users & objects that

occupies the space.
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Facade is a surface that separates the pr ivate 

from the publ ic ,  theindoor from the outdoor.  In the 

case of the design,  facade becomes the cei l ing by 

separat ing the plaza from indoor funct ions.  S imi lar 

to the surounding facades,  the modenature of 

the cei l ing defines the funct ions above,  below and 

ins ide the surface.

The repeating construct ion module creates 

a  framework or a basis for the space defin ing 

modenatures  to attach themselves to the exist ing 

structure.   The cei l ing becomes a landscape 

that hosts  d isrupt ive elements that  defines the 

possible funct ions of the spaces above and below.

the design can host diverse spectrum of events 

which are already happening throughout the c ity . 

These programs vary  from  already exist ing 

funct ions in the plaza to transgressive funct ions 

of excluded indiv iduals from al l  around the c ity    

The design is formed by var ious 

types of open publ ic funct ions 

with accompanying faci l i t ies in 

3 levels .

The design br ings the 

excluded objects,  spaces 

and funct ions from al l 

around the c ity to the 

center of the publ ic 

space,  exhibit ing it  and 

al lowing to exist without 

disturbing the plaza. 

These excluded beings 

are hidden underneath 

the plaza,  out of the 

s ight of power holding 

inst itut ions that governs 

and controls the society .

Guard Benches

Dome

Skyl ight

River of Pavement

Flexib le Spaces

Showcase of Exc.

Skyl ights

Open Courtyard

Cafe & Store

Overpass

Openable Facade

Closed Courtyard

The f loor plans depict a 

dichotomy between necessary 

“expected” funct ions and 

excluded spaces that has 

transgressive features.  This 

creates a dia logue between 

two opposite programme of 

the same design.

The excluded transgressive 

spaces present themselves as 

characters with vague names 

that are hidden behind a “fake 

program”.  These characters 

interact with surounding 

funct ions,  people & objects to 

create new meanings.

G R I  D
The rhythm of the gr id is  an 

interpratat ion of the patterns 

of ad jacent historical  bui ld ings.


