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How can a youth centre  and i ts  archi tectura l 
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SOCIETAL SOCIAL SPATIAL

“The youth centres often serve 
as a key site for the social lives 
of youth, in particular those who 
have few other options.”
- Mack, 2015

“In his youth buildings, Frank van 
Klingeren pursued an imperfect 
and unfinished building to create 
space for the unexpected and 
spontaneous.”
- Bergen, 2003

Ons Huis, 1981: “It gives the 
working class an opportunity 
to develop in a general sense, 
something they would not be able 
to do on the basis of their own 
resources.”
- Broekhuizen, 2012

Club des Jeunes ED/Kit (1972). A self-build system, that allowed a large 
number of combinations and the youth could assemby themselves. 
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Tuindorp Buiksloot
12% of youth scores high vulnerability score*
7% on average in Amsterdam Noord
4% on average in Amsterdam

* based on income, education level and health
   (source: CBS, GGD)
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D E TA I L   D  
C O R N E R  F A C A D E

SLANTED FACADE
PERFORATED STEEL PANEL
U-CHANNEL
ALUMINIUM SANDWICH 
PANEL 150mm
HEA 300, WITH FIREPROOF 
COATING

GUTTER

HIGH PERFORMANCE
DOUBLE GLAZING

FOLDING PERFORATED 
STEEL PANEL

ALUMINIUM SANDWICH PANEL 
100mm
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FLOOR STRUCTURE
SCREED

FLOOR HEATING
INSULATION 180mm
CLT FLOOR 200 mm

HEA 600 BEAM, WITH 
FIREPROOF COATING
ALUMINIUM SCREEN ISOKORF TYPE D

HIGH PERFORMANCE
DOUBLE GLAZING

ALUMINIUM SANDWICH 
PANEL 100mm
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INVITINGNESS

TRANSPARENCY

CONTEMPORANEITY

ACTIVATION

CONCATENATION

MULTIFUNCTIONALITY

APPROPRIATION

ATTRACTIVENESS

D E S I G N  P A R A M E T E R S



D E  W I E K S L A G

D E  V A L K  TA L E N T F A C T O R Y 

‘ T  K O F S C H I P

T H E  W A V E

E X I S T I N G  Y O U T H  C E N T R E S





1 Public Sector Model

2 Faith-Based Model

3 Developmental Approach

4 Private Philanthropy

5 Market-Oriented Approach

6 Cooperative Model

7 Grassroots Fundraising

8 Radical/Anarchist Ideology

C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E  M O D E L S



Public Sector Model Radical/Anarchist Ideology

A youth centre as civ ic infrastructure 

 

Pros / Impacts 
 
Stable Funding 
 
Inclusive by Design 
 
Transparent & Accountable, ensuring safety, inclusivity, and public oversight 

 

Risks / Constraints 
 
Bureaucratic Oversight (restrictions by policy-making) 
 
Low Youth Ownership 
 
Institutional Aesthetics

A youth centre as sel f -managed commons 

 

Pros / Impacts
 
Real Autonomy
 
Identity & Ownership, symbol of resistance or empowerment
 
Fluid Use, an architecture that is less rigid

 

Risks / Constraints
 
Unstable Infrastructure, lacks formal funding 
 
Fragile Legitimacy, vulnerable to eviction
 
Exclusion by Identity, can be intimidating for those outside certain subcultures





What i f  this tension between the institutional  and radical  autonomy 
can be a dynamic to design for? 

And what i f  youth can be the translator in this space of  fr ict ion?




