
Historical Changes of Miami River

Earliest Settlement

Native Indians settled in 
south of river

City Growth Rapidly 

Eas te rn F lo r ida Rai lway 
extended to the river

Miami Canal s tar ted to 
be bui l t ; Natural shape 
changed

29 sanitary sewers emptied 
into the river

Turning to a working river Becoming a sewer discharge 
place and shipping channel

Change of the River Form & Shape



Rich Ecosystems Diminished

Change of the Urban Environment
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