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Valparaíso, Chile. 2025-2026

Sophia Voelskow Vallespir
 

Borderscapes in Valparaíso
between urban metabolisms 
and social entanglements
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global south

western epistemologies
ME

home
not a place 

but a relation

entaglement
intra-action
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(barad) stratification 
in identity
belonging

universalities
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separation

colonial logics
power/knowledge
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situated knowledges
materiality
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land/body
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becoming 
identity as continous 
process of becoming

rhizomes
multiplicity
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memory
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translation
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In Between as Method 

PA
R

T I



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I Contextualisation Chile

PA
R

T I

ZONA 1

ZONA 2

ZONA 3
Valparaíso-
maule

ZONA 4

ZONA 5



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I

cordillera de los andes 
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inbetween

entanglement

informal
metabolism

formal

port pacific ocean
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depresion intermedia cordillera de la costa planicies 
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Verticality: Read in Section

MACRO
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hills

tops

junction threshhold

plano

ocean

the city is a hand

the connection

the wrist a symbolic gesture of the sea a connection to 
the body-the world

joint 
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the entangled hills the metabolic amphitheatre

Verticality: Read in Section
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Verticality: Read in Section
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95%
housing

hill structures

coastal plains grid

services 
shops work 
school trans-
port, links etc...
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Paradox: Port and UNESCO
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20%
of houses vacant in valparaiso
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To what extent can architecture act as a 
mediator between formal institutions 
and informal practices 

to produce a co-productive commons in 
Valparaíso’s vertically stratified fabric?

Research  Question
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Foodscapes

Education

Arts and Cafts

Intersections

What weaves together the urban 
fabric?
 
Education, Arts & Crafts, and 
Foodscapes

Urban Networks
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Urban Networks
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metabolic
intersection

prolonging
exposurecreating 

synapsis

creating entanglements

homophilia 

Defining: Formality and Informality  



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I

33°02'16.46"S 71°37'49.21"W

Site: Funicular Cerro Cordillera
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City in the site 
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exchange activate connect

Activate Barrio Puerto

territory appropriation connector
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SYNERGIES

ARTS AND CRAFTS
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ES

art/
craft

education foodscapes

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

 [ to 
activate ]

 [ to 
exchange ]

 [ to 
connect ]

synergies

Programme Synergies



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I Workshops 



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I

making 
teaches

learning 
empowers

food 
gathers

Programme Synergies



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

in in 

out

public

in in in 

out out out out

public

semi public
M

A
R

K
ET

W
O

R
KS

H
O

P
S

ED
U

CA
TI

O
N

FO
O

D
SC

A
P

ES



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

Workshop Spaces           365 m²  

Free Workshop Area      165 m²

Exhibition                         280 m²

Library                                285 m² 

Office                                  130 m²

Café                                    138 m²

Classroom                        35 m² 
 Classroom                        55 m²
 Classroom                        55 m²

Toilets                                    17 m²
Arcade                                   26.5 m²

 Open Living                       34 m²
Open Kitchen                     34 m² 

Market Hall          418 m²

Playground   285 m²

Plaza   989 m²

Toilets                                24 m²
Arcade                                82 m²

Core                                    60 m²
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Palimpsest. Porosity. Port
orientation.

Proximity.Prolonged 
movement.

Spatial Strategy
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Porosity adding structure
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Palimpsest  port orientation 
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Plazas  activating the outdoor
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 [ timber: pino radiata ]  [ natural stone retaining wall  ]  [ existing red brick wall ]

 [ adobillo construction ]
 [ natural cotton sailcloth canopy]
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Section 1:200
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Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

Section 1:200

+3,8 m

+3,8 m

+3,8 m

+3,8 m

+3,8 m

+15,5 m

+35 m



Sophia Voelskow Vallespir / 6313647 Explore Lab / Architecture, BK/borderscapes in valparaíso, between urban metabolisms and social entanglements

PA
R

T II
PA

R
T III

PA
R

T IV
PA

R
T V

PA
R

T I

Vectorworks Educational Version

Vectorworks Educational Version

Open Kitchen, Living room 1:200
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Process: Adobillo Brick 

Collect 

12 cm

10
 c

m

45 cm

Mix Mould Dry

...start building
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Primary Structure
 

Arcade Extension
 

Adobillo Infill
 

Secondary Beams
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Adding The „Frame“ the WIndows
 

Vegetation Layer
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„Architecture gains particular social relevance when building processes 
themselves become acts of empowerment, participation, and knowledge 
exchange.“

~ Anna Heringer (2013)
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Fragment 1:20 
a city in a section

green roofs and green 
walls can help reduce 
the heat island effect by 
providing insulation and 
evaporative cooling

•	 slab coverin
•	 chippings 5 cm
•	 base course gravel >10 cm

•	 intensive greening 
•	 substrate

•	 foldable glas doors (ope-
ning view to the port)

•	 connecting to other 
terraces

•	 Timber stud frame
•	 Adobillo infill thermal 

mass

•	 High thermal mass
•	 absorbs heat by day, 

releases at night 
•	 stable interior tempe-

rature in Valparaíso‘s 
warm days / cool 
nights. 

•	 hygroscopic self-regula-
tes humidity. 

•	 Combined with timber 
frame earthquake-re-
sistant.

•	 Compacted ground / gravel
•	 Lean concrete
•	 Reinforced concrete slab
•	 Damp-proof membrane
•	 Screed (floating)
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¡Gracias!
Thank you!


