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Mundaneum//INFORMATION IDEOLOGIE

The original intentions A contemporay interpretation of a mundaneum is twofold:

to invent a system containing
all human knowledge and make
it accessable to anyone,

has a very utopian character;f
to it. Especially at the /
beginning of the Tast

century, when the Belgian

Grganicmes locsux

Otlet was aware of the fact — 798< B o ~ Although the intentions to - Otlets was convinced his

| that the succes of his . collect the world in one ideal eventualy came true,
| argaaismcs égionsux project fully depended on a place did not disappear, and it did. Unaware of the
' classification system.With Otlets attemp whas inminse tecnologigal

the technical means of his predestined to fail due to developments that would
time and 1iftime of work current state of follow,0tlet became the
dedicated to information technology and the ideological forefather of
science, the final Mundaneum physical impossabilities the internet.With databases

1. Brussels, als the capital of Europe is a mundaneum in itself.
The European quarter should be transformed into a visible, public
representation of its purpose, intergrated within its historical
context.

2. The Mundaneum has lost its meaning as a physical carrier of information
What is Teft is a collection of documents and objects from different pasts

Organismes a3tionaux

8 Organismes internstionaux

CENTRE MONDIAL

o T gy,

industrialist Paul Otlet,
made an attempt to make this %

should be a massive building
filled with human history

of his ideal. An impresive
amount of 12 million
information cards where

like Wikipedia,Otlets vision
is now a digital reality,

stacked on top of eachother as a monument for cooperation.
The monument itself becomes a bulding for new culture in the form of
exhibitions spaces, carried by the archive.

dream come true: the start on 12x7 cm. sized cards,

of the Mundaneum N A accesable through a
mechanical database.

but lost its physical
meaning. Leaving 12 million
cards as a monumental
leftover of a ideal.

created, but that was just
a small piece of what Otlet
had in mind.
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Otlets heritage has been integrated

in everyday 1ife,leaving open
the question of the physical
Mundaneum.Is there today still

a purpose for the physical
storage of human history?

The question of the Mundaneum
can still be relevant if we Took

The answer can be found in

the current meaning of Brussels,
not as the capital of Belgium,
but as (a potential) capital

of Europe. The idea that

Brussels should be the centre
of the European Union, has been
a struggle, and now that

But within this struggle, the
meaning of the Mundaneum

arise again, altough in a
different form. When a mundaneum
is difined as a collection

of differences, brought together
on one place, The ideal of

the European Union is exactly

But the ideal of Europe is
still not difined in itself,
nor is it part of Brussels.
Europe is work in progress, and
Brussels European quarter
represents that: a incoherend
group of buildings,within an
existing historical context.
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Europe is an undifened and invisible
instute on global and Tocal
level, this should be turned
around making use of a

Brussels is the capital of
Europe, the way this ideal is
implemented within the city
forms another ongoing struggle.

that, and Brussels as a whole
becomes a Mundaneum.

at its meaning in a broader sense.
How can a phisical object, bulding
or city still deal with idea of
the Mundaneum? how can Brussels?

IS 8 acoe [a—
] o : contemporary form of a Mundaneum.
The European quarter currently is build up out “/\—‘V Q 4#'1"/‘0;‘! ‘\‘1 Q 7 _JL_TLI]
of a large number of incoherent buildings, spread /HD%DQ L L
around the existing historical urban tissue of " /N o
Brussels. A part of this European program is T:DE[_\%W/XS

implemented within this historical structure and

can therefore relate to existing publuc space, ‘=L_Jf }\y
the other parts are loose objects within their 7
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conext, lacking any form of publicness. As a whole L%/ “JB
the European quarter is undefinedwithin itself and L =\
undifined within the city of Brussels. SHHUFU I:‘J‘H’-\\\ \VQVC -
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The European quater has to exist within an existing )L“— JL\‘ d%‘-‘f \"\\‘A u‘—“—‘L
; \ | /Sy
context, it does nopt start from scratch. The whole 2 :] AL
ideologe of the European Union is based upon forming m|: F\\—@VA x
a united structure between a large number of clearly | B rYvY Nls
defined, individual parts, and so does its architectonic E-Eul.mﬁ M j[ b o
represenation. The existing historical context is a I !7_ .:I\ii J ™
given for the European quarter. In order to amplify the _E C 1M 77—¢ \ | [
European quarter as a conherent whole, future develepments ‘ | ||‘
will fucus on implementing one of Brussels largest JJ — || = |
Monuments: the Besmé axis, within the European quarter. T‘—Iuluﬂ‘ I i;‘r\ N jy -
A symbiotic ralation between the historical " I L\ Vi
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As a counterweight to the political meaning of Europe, U\;J‘/_/IL/Q él%‘f ‘\\ \ | L]
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the European quarter needs meningfull cultural program. —:I

Two public building that is added to the European quarter, QJDEJI: Dﬁ — J—
functiong in the first place as large archive for B b \M \V

European history, and secondly as museum/exhibition halls. ‘I-.JHIQ..E 4 24

The the building is again part of the existing urban context, ﬂ ) _

but have their own historical piece to relate to: the Leopoldpark. Eu:: EE;.L—.\A\\’ M
The park currently is isolated from the Europeanquarter, — | V |
by implementing the new building, this existing piece of Brussels ]ﬂu ‘ ‘ -

will be part of the European area.
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