
The Space of Dynamic Informality

Jiayun Xu | 4718305



research
a study of marginal space and informal practice



The Margins

_the blank space that surrounds the contents on a page, 
the free space beyond the written order of things

_related to the urban and architectural point of view, 
the margin exists as a leftover of the building attempt, an additional functionless amount of space...

in the meantime, beyond predetermined regulations and built structures

_a "hidden" layer of urban fabric; unnoticed

_informal practices: temporary occupation / longer inhabitation,
thus the marginal spaces are also in constant change

_two main categories: 
thresholds; leftover spaces











vacant land / void

Land which is now vacant and could be 
redeveloped without treatment including 
demolition, clearing of fixed structures of 
foundations and leveling.

image: a land to-be-built

used / built area

vacant land

terrain vague

An unused area of land, waste ground, not 
built

image: a grassland in between the railway 
tracks and factory&self-built housing area

constructed
land

terrain vague

non-place & its vacuum

Non-place act as an instrument, purely 
functional, people passing by, and nobody 
feels emotionally attached to. 
Vacuum emerges when some kind of 
barrier seals what otherwise be accessible 
space to pedestrians.

image: under a viaduct highway

vacuums

temporary place

A vacant / unused land been temporary 
occupied

image: a camp yard, in a vacant ground 
inside the woods along the railway

occupations

free zone / autonomous zones

a space where nobody claims its ownership, 
and then spontaneous occupation starts to 
take place, forming a autonomous micro 
community outside the formal world.

image: a parasitic self-built housing area 
using the wasteland of former industrial 
structure

former structure

threshold

Thresholds are transitional spaces. They 
are the waiting areas between one point in 
time and space and the next. 
(it is not the destination but a intermediate 
state.) Often, when we are in liminal 
spaces, we have the feeling of just being on 
the verge of something. 

image: a self-built housings area located in 
an enclave in between the railways

area A

threshold

area B

interstitial space

a relatively private space within or around 
the public area, usually in an unnoticable 
corner and been  informally occupied.

image: a self-built housings area located in 
an enclave in between the railways

public space

interstitial
space

public building

in-between space

a transition zone, from one independent 
area / object to another

image: railway in-between two (fenced) 
self-built residential areas, which have no 
direct connection, 
so that people use the railway as a road, to 
go from one block to the opposite one

area A

in-between

area B

left-over space

Initially being a part of the construction 
plan, but in the actual process, a spared part 
is left-over.

image: left-over spaces of the railway

construction / 
space A

left-over of  A

edge space

Space at the edge of (formal) urban space / 
construction 

image:  a  semi-fenced waste land in 
between the railway and a linear self-built 
residential area

construction / 
space A

edge of A

Thresholds

Inventory Catalog

Left-over spaces



in-bewteen spacein-bewteen space interstitial space

Thresholds

Experiment - Generation 1
Abstraction



void terrain vague non-place & its vacuum

Leftover Spaces

Experiment - Generation 1
Abstraction



leftover space edge space free zone

Experiment - Generation 1
Abstraction

Leftover Spaces (>>> Free zone)



Experiment - Generation 3 - Intuitive Architectural Understanding
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Experiment - Generation 3 - Intuitive Architectural Understanding





-	 Fragments and the bigger whole: The margins are edges 
of formal urban construction, which make the margins 
have deep relations and dependences with the urban fabric 
nearby. The relationship between them is like parasites and 
their host, fragments and the collective body. 

-	 User-led and diversity: They continually obtain diverse 
and ever-changing meanings when their users occupy and 
organize them. 

-	 Inclusive and inventive: The margins are available for 
everyone. While they are all inventors of their own lives.

-	 Dynamic and unstable: The margins are autonomous 
spaces,  repeatedly changing the occupants,  being 
deconstructed and being organized again. 



I applied the theories and image study methods from my 
research to the new practice. In a complex block with 
potential in Tbilisi, I introduce a set of infrastructure, which 
offers marginal spaces available for occupation and use. The 
characteristics I've concluded in research should also reflect 
in the materialization:

-	 Fragments and the bigger whole: marginal spaces exist 
based on bigger infrastructure system, available for people's 
use.
-	 User-led and diversity: spatial configurations result from 
people's needs and uses.
-	 Inclusive and inventive: various components and tools 
provided.
-	 Dynamic and unstable: everything is flexible for 
reassembling.



SYNTHESIS DRAWING 
OF VARIOUS ABSTRACT INFORMAL SCENES
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INFORMAL ELEMENTS
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PHASE I

Context

A collection of site elements
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analysis & experiment
based on drawing and interpretation
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