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(LeJarde 2023)

Arielle Lana LeJarde, 5 november 2023

Berlin club Re:mise announces closing 
parties
Between November 16th and 20th, the venue will host Stella Zekri, 
Esther Dune and many more.

Re:mise in Berlin has revealed its final events.

Shutting its doors later this month, the club will host five closing parties—OBXENE, New Trance 
Order x neodyn, Body Language, para//e/ x Bubble Bath and Singularity—from November 16th 
through 20th. Lineup highlights include Devoye, MSKD, Esther Dune, BLACK ANTHEM 
RESTORE and Stella Zekri.

In September, Re:mise announced it would be closing this year. The team was unable to get an 
extension on their lease but promised they would fight to reopen in the future, claiming the club's 
closure was just another symptom of the city's " ongoing gentrification."

Find details of the closing weekend via Instagram and the event listing below.

(Dawson 2020)

Brit Dawson, 31 january 2020

Griessmuehle: Berlin mourns the loss of 
yet another club
Ahead of the venue’s final party this weekend, protesters, 
organisers, and activists reflect on its legacy and the future of the 
city’s nightlife

Arguably nowhere in the world is more renowned for its wild and liberating nightlife scene than 
Berlin, but over the last decade, approximately 100 clubs have closed, irreversibly altering the 
landscape of the city.

The latest victim is Neukölln’s grain-mill-turned-nightclub, Griessmuehle – a concrete square 
with two dance floors, an after-hours area, and a sprawling garden looking out onto the canal. 
Griessmuehle is being evicted from its coveted spot because its new owners plan to redevelop the 
site. Despite a recent study revealing that Berlin’s party scene brings three million people a year 
to the city, with club visitors spending just under €1.5 billion (£1.26 billion) in 2018 alone, 
Griessmuehle’s new owners allegedly plan to open offices on the site. As a petition to save the 
club almost hits its €50,000 (£42k) target, the club has announced that it will operate from 
temporary venues until it can formulate a more permanent plan.

Since its opening eight years ago, the club has become a central part of Berlin’s nightlife, hosting 
weekend-long parties, including the illustrious and hedonistic queer night, Cocktail D’Amore.

“It’s been the location for Cocktail for the past five years,” the night’s organisers Giacomo 
Garavelloni and Giovanni Turco tell Dazed, “so in a way it feels like being evicted from your own 
home.” 

Cocktail D’Amore will close the club this weekend, with an event called “The Last Cocktail”, set 
to run from Friday night (January 31) to Monday morning (February 3). “To be honest, even we 
don’t know what to expect!” Garavelloni and Turco say. “There will be three dance floors 
throughout three nights and days, with 28 secret DJs for a total of 56 hours of music – and 
apparently all the partygoers are bringing their mums and dads!”

Though this final party gives Griessmuehle regulars a chance to say goodbye, it marks another 
farewell in a long line of devastating closures. “I’ve been in Berlin for eight years,” says Danilo 
Sierra, who attended a protest last week against Griessmuehle’s closing, “and the club scene is 
definitely being killed, despite it bringing in an insane amount of tourism, money, and jobs.”

According to Berlin’s Club Commission – an organisation dedicated to protecting the city’s 
nightlife – around 15 clubs are currently under threat. There’s even a German word for it: 
clubsterben (‘club dying’). “The reasons are individual to each venue,” the group’s spokesperson, 
Lutz Leichsenring, explains, “but most of it is because they have issues with neighbours 
complaining, with authorities and their licenses, or issues with the owner.”

(Skinner 2022)

Tom Skinner, 18 october 2022

Berlin’s iconic Berghain club rumoured to 
be closing down
The techno venue was founded in 2004

Berlin’s Berghain nightclub is rumoured to be permanently closing by the end of this year.

The legendary establishment, which was founded in 2004, is one of the most famous clubs 
globally and has been called the “world capital of techno”. It currently employs 250 people and 
has dozens of residents, per Mixmag.

As Faze Magazine reports, the recent closure of Berghain’s in-house record label and booking 
agency, Ostgut Ton, has led to speculation over the future of the venue.

The German outlet cites an unnamed source who claims “Berghain is closing forever”, and that its 
“final end” will come at some point in 2022 (translated to English by Google).

“One of the founders has already been paid out and is said to be staying in the countryside in 
Brandenburg. The others simply ‘don’t feel like it’ anymore and have other life plans in mind.”

According to Faze, Berghain is not likely to be taken over by another nightlife organisation upon 
its closure: “Continuing to exist as an art location does not appear to be an option. And so this 
chapter should finally be closed.”

The Berghain club temporarily operated as an art gallery during the COVID pandemic. It was 
forced to close in March 2020 when the coronavirus first took hold.

The current owners have not yet commented on the speculation.

In 2016, Berghain came under threat from a ‘family entertainment district’ development plan. The 
venue was struck by lightning during an event later that same year.

(Schmitz 2023)

Rob Schmitz, 3 november 2023

Berlin's famed nightclubs, losing 
customers, face an uncertain future

BERLIN — For those who haven't experienced it, a night at a club in Berlin can be reduced to a 
math equation whose first variable is the best club you've been to.

"Berlin nightlife is, let's say, what you've experienced, multiply that by 10," says Zak Khutoretsky, 
otherwise known by his DJ pseudonym, DVS1.

"Berlin nightlife is very free," he says. "It's trying to push artistic boundaries. It's trying to push 
personal boundaries. It's trying to let people experience music, art and culture with some rules. But 
those rules are created to have no rules."

Khutoretsky, who holds a residency at the Berlin club Berghain, says he's heard complaints lately 
from club owners and promoters in Berlin about declining numbers of club-goers. Even Berghain, 
typically an anomaly because it draws crowds from around the world, has raised its cover charge 
to deal with rising costs. He thinks fewer Europeans are making quick clubbing trips to the city 
due to the financial hit of the pandemic.

"So where a casual weekend to Berlin before the pandemic was a simple decision and paying the 
cover and eating food and taking taxis and then getting home before you have to go to work on 
Monday was a really easy thing to do within Europe," reasons Khutoretsky, "I think it became 
harder after the pandemic."

Berlin Clubcommission chair Lutz Leichsenring says before the pandemic, a third of tourists came 
for the city's nightclubs, and they typically spent $1.6 billion per year while they were here.

In 2021-2022, 5.5 million tourists came to Berlin, 30% fewer than pre-pandemic numbers.

But declining tourism isn't the only problem.

"You have inflation, you have an energy crisis and you have also the rise of the minimum wage," 
says Leichsenring, whose group represents Berlin's clubs, is funded by them and acts as a 
lobbying body for them in front of the city and federal government. "There's also less demand 
because fewer people are in the city. People don't spend so much money because of the inflation. 
It's a very critical time."

A critical time, too, because of how Berlin is developing as a European metropolis.

"I think that in Berlin, much more than in other big cities, there's a deep connection between the 
nightlife and urban development," says Tobias Rapp, a culture writer for Der Spiegel and author 
of the book, Lost and Sound: Berlin, Techno and the Easyjet Set.

Rapp says Berlin's club scene is an outgrowth of how the city developed after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and Germany's reunification more than three decades ago.

(Braun 2023)

Stuart Braun, 9 september 2023

Berlin club culture battles 'highway to 
hell'
The extension of the A100 freeway through central Berlin would 
destroy numerous nightlife institutions. But the club scene has 
joined with climate activists to halt its construction.

When the Berlin Wall fell nearly 35 years ago, cultural life soon flourished in the abandoned 
factories and buildings that were left behind.

Pioneering techno music clubs like Tresor, located in a bombed-out department store vault, and 
later Berghain — occupying a derelict GDR power station — were some of many that gave life to 
the remnants of war and division in Berlin. Global creatives, DJs and dreamers soon flooded in to 
join the party that has become synonymous with the city.

Yet these spontaneous, self-managed cultural venues have long been vulnerable to so-called 
Clubsterben, or club death, with many already lost to development, gentrification and pandemic 
restrictions.

More recently, the threat has been heightened by the potential extension of the A100 highway 
through Berlin. Around 30 clubs and cultural venues that grew up over decades lie in its wake.

The area in question, running north of the Spree River through Friedrichshain in the former East 
Berlin, has remained relatively free of development. But the 17th and final section of the A100 
could flatten the entire precinct.

While Berlin's long-ruling Social Democratic Party (SPD) opposed the extension, the new 
Christian Democratic Party (CDU) leadership supports it — as does the federal transport minister 
who has final authority over the project.

Some of Berlin's most celebrated venues face eviction if the A100 goes ahead.

They include the popular riverside dance club, Else, constructed with converted shipping 
containers; About Blank, an industrial techno club complex run by a collective that once squatted 
the space; and Wilde Renate, a labyrinthine club and exhibition space located in a former tenement 
house.

But grassroots campaigning to stop the A100 has reached critical mass in recent months.

Following a similar action in 2022, a classical orchestra and choir blocked the A100 this April 
under the banner "Make Music Instead of Concrete" — and while performing the ACDC song 
"Highway to Hell."

Meanwhile, the Berlin club scene joined forces with climate activists and local citizen initiatives 

(Rogers 2020)

Thomas Rogers, 24 january 2020

Protesters and Politicians Rally to Protect 
Berlin’s Clubs
Nightclubs have a unique role in the city’s culture and economy. 
But real estate investors and infrastructure projects have put many 
venues at risk.

BERLIN — On Wednesday afternoon, about 300 protesters gathered in front of a municipal 
building in the southeast of Berlin, dancing and holding signs. “All clubs are beautiful,” one 
placard said; “The day I stop dancing is the day I stop breathing,” read another.

Accompanied by loud techno music, they had come to protest the impending closure of 
Griessmuehle, a well-known nightclub. As has happened to numerous Berlin venues in recent 
years, the club is being evicted because new owners plan to redevelop the site.

Several politicians addressed the crowd, including Martin Hikel, the mayor of the Neukölln 
district, where the protest took place. “There is a consensus among parties that club culture should 
be protected,” he told the demonstrators, adding that there was “the political will” to take action 
on the issue.

Berlin is known for its freewheeling club scene, but in the last decade, that culture has come under 
increasing pressure from real estate investors and infrastructure projects. The situation is 
complicated by an acute housing shortage, and the city’s dramatic economic growth. In recent 
years, many formerly abandoned spaces have been redeveloped as offices and apartments, and 
real estate prices have soared.

According to the Club Commission, a group dedicated to promoting and protecting Berlin’s night 
life, about 100 clubs have closed over the past decade, and about 25 venues are currently under 
threat. There’s even a German word for it, “clubsterben,” or “club dying,” that has entered the 
mainstream lexicon.

A growing number of politicians from across the political spectrum have taken up the cause, partly 
to protect the venues’ unique role in the city’s cultural fabric, but also because the clubs are 
moneymakers for the broader economy. According to a study by the Club Commission, tourists 
visiting Berlin for its club scene contributed 1.5 billion euros, or about $1.66 billion, to the 
capital’s economy in 2018. The clubs have also played a large role in attracting young workers for 
the city’s start-up scene, which many politicians see as crucial to Berlin’s economic growth.

In an interview, Lutz Leichsenring, a spokesman for the Club Commission, said, “It’s easier to 
attract start-ups to Berlin than to Munich and Hamburg. And that’s not because we have better 
shopping options.”

In recent years, as gentrification has driven a rise in disputes between venues and residents, and 
led to many closures, other major cities have started initiatives to protect club culture. Amsterdam, 

(Scaturro 2020)

Michael Scaturro, 15 march 2020

With the closure of another club space, 
the scene that revived Berlin is being lost
The dance community helped reunify East and West Germany in the 
1990s, but gentrification is slowly killing it

I was in bed when my friend Alfonso called me. “It’s the last party at Griessmuehle,” he said. “It’s 
the last Cocktail there. Throw on some clothes. We’re going.”

Cocktail d’Amore is one of a handful of landmark Berlin parties that have made the German 
capital a centre of LGBTQ+ youth culture over the past two decades. It took place in a venue 
called Griessmuehle, an old East German grain mill that people enjoyed because one moment you 
might be kissing on shower tiles, the next dancing in a silo. Sadly, it is to be demolished this spring 
to make space for a resort hotel. It certainly wasn’t an architectural jewel like the Berlin 
Philharmonic concert hall or Museum Island – but clubs, along with cheap studio space and 
vibrant subcultures, are what made Berlin the city so many love today.

In the 1990s, Berlin still conjured up thoughts of the second world war for many Europeans. 
Rarely did people come here to dance. But then something miraculous happened: the city’s empty 
buildings provided the global queer community with a home where low rents and large studio 
spaces drew in creatives from around the world. Artists and musicians turned cavernous buildings 
into dance clubs, and those dance clubs were fabulous. This helped resuscitate Germany’s image 
abroad, because Berliners showed they could welcome a diverse group of people and allow these 
creatives to help remake the city for a new century.

That’s why now it is so distressing that club spaces are closing or under threat as Berlin’s 
gentrification intensifies. Despite the fact that clubs in the city draw 3 million tourists a year, and 
generate nearly €1.5bn (£1.3bn) in annual revenue, more than 100 venues have closed over the 
past 10 years as property prices have more than doubled. In addition to Griessmuehle, About 
Blank, Else and Wilde Renate are facing closure as officials push for the building of highways and 
luxury housing developments on parcels of land that investors once shunned. Cocktail d’Amore 
has found a new venue, but if this pattern continues the city’s parties will inevitably run out of 
venues.

In the early years of reunification, East and West German youths met for the first time, danced 
together and formed lifelong friendships in ramshackle Berlin clubs staged in former bank vaults, 
disused kindergartens and collapsing supermarkets. Clubs served as a kind of neutral ground on 
which the two societies could recombine. The soundtrack was often provided by African 
American GIs who were stationed in Germany, or Germans who came back home after living in 
London and New York. They inspired a new generation of homegrown DJs with their house and 
techno records.

Berlin’s economy never really took off in the 90s, meaning low rents continued into the 00s, 
making it an appealing prospect for artists and creatives looking to escape unaffordable lives in 
other major cities. Still, when I first spent time in Berlin over a decade ago, locals continually 

(Moen 2022)

Matt Moen, 18 october 2022

Berghain Might Be Closing for Good
Word on the street is that Berlin's infamous nightclub Berghain 
might be closing its doors for good by the end of this year.

Speculation that the legendary nightlife institution might be shuttering at some point in the near 
future has been circulating since the club's in-house record label and booking agency, Ostgut Ton, 
abruptly closed earlier this month. According to several inside sources, the "world capital of 
techno" is set to close permanently by the end of 2022 almost two full decades after it first opened 
its doors in 2004.

“The Berghain is closing forever – the final end will come this year,” one source said to Faze 
Magazine. “One of the founders has already been paid out and is said to be staying in the 
countryside in Brandenburg,” another source told the German outlet. “The others simply ‘don’t 
feel like it’ anymore and have other life plans in mind.”

Apparently once the venue's current owners wash their hands of the place, there aren't any future 
plans for someone else to take over. “Continuing to exist as an art location does not appear to be 
an option. And so this chapter should finally be closed.”

So far Berghain's current owners have yet to comment or release an official statement addressing 
the speculation. Berghain previously closed its doors in March 2020 during the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, operating as an art gallery while nightlife worldwide ground to a halt.

Before that, Berghain had been best known as one of the world's most exclusive club with a 
notoriously selective bouncer — who gained his own form of cult-like figure status in the process 
— that made getting let in a badge of pride for those select few (as Claire Danes once famously 
gushed about on Ellen back in the day).

(Ross 2023)

Popular Berlin nightclubs face "extreme" 
threat from controversial motorway 
expansion, say Clubcommission

The planned 17th stage of the A100 motorway would impact iconic 
venues such as ://about blank, Club OST, and Wilde Renate

Gemma Ross, 16 may 2023

A number of popular Berlin nightclubs could face closure if a proposed new motorway extension 
were to be given the green light, as the Bundesautobahn 100 looks to run through nightlife areas 
in Mitte, Charlottenburg, Tempelhof and Neukölln.

The Bundesautobahn 100 (also known as the A100) is currently in its 16th stage of construction, 
which has been underway since 2013 and is due to cost around €700 million when finalised, and 
looks to increase its "ring" around the city.

The nearing 17th stage, which will cost the city an estimated further €800 million, could wipe out 
21 cultural institutions if it were to run through Storkower Strasse in Ostkreuz, according to 
Berlin’s Clubcommission.

Local politicians have given no concrete statement over whether the development will go ahead, 
despite plans for the 17th stage having been proposed as far back as 1935, reportedly leaving local 
institutions in "limbo" — unable to secure guaranteed planning permission from the city and at 
risk of surging rent were the plans to be scrapped.

The extension has become a contentious issue among both local and national politicians; the 
left-leaning Alliance90 (or "The Greens") and the SPD oppose the expansion, while centre and 
right-leaning parties such as the CDU, FDP and AfD are supportive of the 17th stage.

Nightlife venues that stand to be impacted if the plans were to go ahead are ://about blank, Club 
OST, Salon Zur Wilden Renate, ELSE, OXI, and newly opened venue Club M01 — while local 
bar Zuckerzauber, skatepark E-LOK, independent cinema Zukunft, and cocktail bar Krass Böser 
Wolf could also face closure.

“In total, there are about 21 cultural venues that are in the area of this continuous autobahn 
construction, which is extremely threatening,” Lutz Leichsenring of Berlin’s Clubcommission 
tells Mixmag.

“On the other hand, if they do decide not to build the autobahn, there is also a threat because the 
real estate value will rise and landlords might aim for more profitable real estate, such as 
residential or office buildings. So in any case, if they build it or not, we need to have a plan or 
vision for this area.”

Leichsenring explains that another property across the Spree River is also intertwined with the 
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(LeJarde 2023)

Arielle Lana LeJarde, 5 november 2023

Berlin club Re:mise announces closing 
parties
Between November 16th and 20th, the venue will host Stella Zekri, 
Esther Dune and many more.

Re:mise in Berlin has revealed its final events.

Shutting its doors later this month, the club will host five closing parties—OBXENE, New Trance 
Order x neodyn, Body Language, para//e/ x Bubble Bath and Singularity—from November 16th 
through 20th. Lineup highlights include Devoye, MSKD, Esther Dune, BLACK ANTHEM 
RESTORE and Stella Zekri.

In September, Re:mise announced it would be closing this year. The team was unable to get an 
extension on their lease but promised they would fight to reopen in the future, claiming the club's 
closure was just another symptom of the city's " ongoing gentrification."

Find details of the closing weekend via Instagram and the event listing below.

(Dawson 2020)

Brit Dawson, 31 january 2020

Griessmuehle: Berlin mourns the loss of 
yet another club
Ahead of the venue’s final party this weekend, protesters, 
organisers, and activists reflect on its legacy and the future of the 
city’s nightlife

Arguably nowhere in the world is more renowned for its wild and liberating nightlife scene than 
Berlin, but over the last decade, approximately 100 clubs have closed, irreversibly altering the 
landscape of the city.

The latest victim is Neukölln’s grain-mill-turned-nightclub, Griessmuehle – a concrete square 
with two dance floors, an after-hours area, and a sprawling garden looking out onto the canal. 
Griessmuehle is being evicted from its coveted spot because its new owners plan to redevelop the 
site. Despite a recent study revealing that Berlin’s party scene brings three million people a year 
to the city, with club visitors spending just under €1.5 billion (£1.26 billion) in 2018 alone, 
Griessmuehle’s new owners allegedly plan to open offices on the site. As a petition to save the 
club almost hits its €50,000 (£42k) target, the club has announced that it will operate from 
temporary venues until it can formulate a more permanent plan.

Since its opening eight years ago, the club has become a central part of Berlin’s nightlife, hosting 
weekend-long parties, including the illustrious and hedonistic queer night, Cocktail D’Amore.

“It’s been the location for Cocktail for the past five years,” the night’s organisers Giacomo 
Garavelloni and Giovanni Turco tell Dazed, “so in a way it feels like being evicted from your own 
home.” 

Cocktail D’Amore will close the club this weekend, with an event called “The Last Cocktail”, set 
to run from Friday night (January 31) to Monday morning (February 3). “To be honest, even we 
don’t know what to expect!” Garavelloni and Turco say. “There will be three dance floors 
throughout three nights and days, with 28 secret DJs for a total of 56 hours of music – and 
apparently all the partygoers are bringing their mums and dads!”

Though this final party gives Griessmuehle regulars a chance to say goodbye, it marks another 
farewell in a long line of devastating closures. “I’ve been in Berlin for eight years,” says Danilo 
Sierra, who attended a protest last week against Griessmuehle’s closing, “and the club scene is 
definitely being killed, despite it bringing in an insane amount of tourism, money, and jobs.”

According to Berlin’s Club Commission – an organisation dedicated to protecting the city’s 
nightlife – around 15 clubs are currently under threat. There’s even a German word for it: 
clubsterben (‘club dying’). “The reasons are individual to each venue,” the group’s spokesperson, 
Lutz Leichsenring, explains, “but most of it is because they have issues with neighbours 
complaining, with authorities and their licenses, or issues with the owner.”

(Skinner 2022)

Tom Skinner, 18 october 2022

Berlin’s iconic Berghain club rumoured to 
be closing down
The techno venue was founded in 2004

Berlin’s Berghain nightclub is rumoured to be permanently closing by the end of this year.

The legendary establishment, which was founded in 2004, is one of the most famous clubs 
globally and has been called the “world capital of techno”. It currently employs 250 people and 
has dozens of residents, per Mixmag.

As Faze Magazine reports, the recent closure of Berghain’s in-house record label and booking 
agency, Ostgut Ton, has led to speculation over the future of the venue.

The German outlet cites an unnamed source who claims “Berghain is closing forever”, and that its 
“final end” will come at some point in 2022 (translated to English by Google).

“One of the founders has already been paid out and is said to be staying in the countryside in 
Brandenburg. The others simply ‘don’t feel like it’ anymore and have other life plans in mind.”

According to Faze, Berghain is not likely to be taken over by another nightlife organisation upon 
its closure: “Continuing to exist as an art location does not appear to be an option. And so this 
chapter should finally be closed.”

The Berghain club temporarily operated as an art gallery during the COVID pandemic. It was 
forced to close in March 2020 when the coronavirus first took hold.

The current owners have not yet commented on the speculation.

In 2016, Berghain came under threat from a ‘family entertainment district’ development plan. The 
venue was struck by lightning during an event later that same year.

(Schmitz 2023)

Rob Schmitz, 3 november 2023

Berlin's famed nightclubs, losing 
customers, face an uncertain future

BERLIN — For those who haven't experienced it, a night at a club in Berlin can be reduced to a 
math equation whose first variable is the best club you've been to.

"Berlin nightlife is, let's say, what you've experienced, multiply that by 10," says Zak Khutoretsky, 
otherwise known by his DJ pseudonym, DVS1.

"Berlin nightlife is very free," he says. "It's trying to push artistic boundaries. It's trying to push 
personal boundaries. It's trying to let people experience music, art and culture with some rules. But 
those rules are created to have no rules."

Khutoretsky, who holds a residency at the Berlin club Berghain, says he's heard complaints lately 
from club owners and promoters in Berlin about declining numbers of club-goers. Even Berghain, 
typically an anomaly because it draws crowds from around the world, has raised its cover charge 
to deal with rising costs. He thinks fewer Europeans are making quick clubbing trips to the city 
due to the financial hit of the pandemic.

"So where a casual weekend to Berlin before the pandemic was a simple decision and paying the 
cover and eating food and taking taxis and then getting home before you have to go to work on 
Monday was a really easy thing to do within Europe," reasons Khutoretsky, "I think it became 
harder after the pandemic."

Berlin Clubcommission chair Lutz Leichsenring says before the pandemic, a third of tourists came 
for the city's nightclubs, and they typically spent $1.6 billion per year while they were here.

In 2021-2022, 5.5 million tourists came to Berlin, 30% fewer than pre-pandemic numbers.

But declining tourism isn't the only problem.

"You have inflation, you have an energy crisis and you have also the rise of the minimum wage," 
says Leichsenring, whose group represents Berlin's clubs, is funded by them and acts as a 
lobbying body for them in front of the city and federal government. "There's also less demand 
because fewer people are in the city. People don't spend so much money because of the inflation. 
It's a very critical time."

A critical time, too, because of how Berlin is developing as a European metropolis.

"I think that in Berlin, much more than in other big cities, there's a deep connection between the 
nightlife and urban development," says Tobias Rapp, a culture writer for Der Spiegel and author 
of the book, Lost and Sound: Berlin, Techno and the Easyjet Set.

Rapp says Berlin's club scene is an outgrowth of how the city developed after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and Germany's reunification more than three decades ago.

(Braun 2023)

Stuart Braun, 9 september 2023

Berlin club culture battles 'highway to 
hell'
The extension of the A100 freeway through central Berlin would 
destroy numerous nightlife institutions. But the club scene has 
joined with climate activists to halt its construction.

When the Berlin Wall fell nearly 35 years ago, cultural life soon flourished in the abandoned 
factories and buildings that were left behind.

Pioneering techno music clubs like Tresor, located in a bombed-out department store vault, and 
later Berghain — occupying a derelict GDR power station — were some of many that gave life to 
the remnants of war and division in Berlin. Global creatives, DJs and dreamers soon flooded in to 
join the party that has become synonymous with the city.

Yet these spontaneous, self-managed cultural venues have long been vulnerable to so-called 
Clubsterben, or club death, with many already lost to development, gentrification and pandemic 
restrictions.

More recently, the threat has been heightened by the potential extension of the A100 highway 
through Berlin. Around 30 clubs and cultural venues that grew up over decades lie in its wake.

The area in question, running north of the Spree River through Friedrichshain in the former East 
Berlin, has remained relatively free of development. But the 17th and final section of the A100 
could flatten the entire precinct.

While Berlin's long-ruling Social Democratic Party (SPD) opposed the extension, the new 
Christian Democratic Party (CDU) leadership supports it — as does the federal transport minister 
who has final authority over the project.

Some of Berlin's most celebrated venues face eviction if the A100 goes ahead.

They include the popular riverside dance club, Else, constructed with converted shipping 
containers; About Blank, an industrial techno club complex run by a collective that once squatted 
the space; and Wilde Renate, a labyrinthine club and exhibition space located in a former tenement 
house.

But grassroots campaigning to stop the A100 has reached critical mass in recent months.

Following a similar action in 2022, a classical orchestra and choir blocked the A100 this April 
under the banner "Make Music Instead of Concrete" — and while performing the ACDC song 
"Highway to Hell."

Meanwhile, the Berlin club scene joined forces with climate activists and local citizen initiatives 

(Rogers 2020)

Thomas Rogers, 24 january 2020

Protesters and Politicians Rally to Protect 
Berlin’s Clubs
Nightclubs have a unique role in the city’s culture and economy. 
But real estate investors and infrastructure projects have put many 
venues at risk.

BERLIN — On Wednesday afternoon, about 300 protesters gathered in front of a municipal 
building in the southeast of Berlin, dancing and holding signs. “All clubs are beautiful,” one 
placard said; “The day I stop dancing is the day I stop breathing,” read another.

Accompanied by loud techno music, they had come to protest the impending closure of 
Griessmuehle, a well-known nightclub. As has happened to numerous Berlin venues in recent 
years, the club is being evicted because new owners plan to redevelop the site.

Several politicians addressed the crowd, including Martin Hikel, the mayor of the Neukölln 
district, where the protest took place. “There is a consensus among parties that club culture should 
be protected,” he told the demonstrators, adding that there was “the political will” to take action 
on the issue.

Berlin is known for its freewheeling club scene, but in the last decade, that culture has come under 
increasing pressure from real estate investors and infrastructure projects. The situation is 
complicated by an acute housing shortage, and the city’s dramatic economic growth. In recent 
years, many formerly abandoned spaces have been redeveloped as offices and apartments, and 
real estate prices have soared.

According to the Club Commission, a group dedicated to promoting and protecting Berlin’s night 
life, about 100 clubs have closed over the past decade, and about 25 venues are currently under 
threat. There’s even a German word for it, “clubsterben,” or “club dying,” that has entered the 
mainstream lexicon.

A growing number of politicians from across the political spectrum have taken up the cause, partly 
to protect the venues’ unique role in the city’s cultural fabric, but also because the clubs are 
moneymakers for the broader economy. According to a study by the Club Commission, tourists 
visiting Berlin for its club scene contributed 1.5 billion euros, or about $1.66 billion, to the 
capital’s economy in 2018. The clubs have also played a large role in attracting young workers for 
the city’s start-up scene, which many politicians see as crucial to Berlin’s economic growth.

In an interview, Lutz Leichsenring, a spokesman for the Club Commission, said, “It’s easier to 
attract start-ups to Berlin than to Munich and Hamburg. And that’s not because we have better 
shopping options.”

In recent years, as gentrification has driven a rise in disputes between venues and residents, and 
led to many closures, other major cities have started initiatives to protect club culture. Amsterdam, 

(Scaturro 2020)

Michael Scaturro, 15 march 2020

With the closure of another club space, 
the scene that revived Berlin is being lost
The dance community helped reunify East and West Germany in the 
1990s, but gentrification is slowly killing it

I was in bed when my friend Alfonso called me. “It’s the last party at Griessmuehle,” he said. “It’s 
the last Cocktail there. Throw on some clothes. We’re going.”

Cocktail d’Amore is one of a handful of landmark Berlin parties that have made the German 
capital a centre of LGBTQ+ youth culture over the past two decades. It took place in a venue 
called Griessmuehle, an old East German grain mill that people enjoyed because one moment you 
might be kissing on shower tiles, the next dancing in a silo. Sadly, it is to be demolished this spring 
to make space for a resort hotel. It certainly wasn’t an architectural jewel like the Berlin 
Philharmonic concert hall or Museum Island – but clubs, along with cheap studio space and 
vibrant subcultures, are what made Berlin the city so many love today.

In the 1990s, Berlin still conjured up thoughts of the second world war for many Europeans. 
Rarely did people come here to dance. But then something miraculous happened: the city’s empty 
buildings provided the global queer community with a home where low rents and large studio 
spaces drew in creatives from around the world. Artists and musicians turned cavernous buildings 
into dance clubs, and those dance clubs were fabulous. This helped resuscitate Germany’s image 
abroad, because Berliners showed they could welcome a diverse group of people and allow these 
creatives to help remake the city for a new century.

That’s why now it is so distressing that club spaces are closing or under threat as Berlin’s 
gentrification intensifies. Despite the fact that clubs in the city draw 3 million tourists a year, and 
generate nearly €1.5bn (£1.3bn) in annual revenue, more than 100 venues have closed over the 
past 10 years as property prices have more than doubled. In addition to Griessmuehle, About 
Blank, Else and Wilde Renate are facing closure as officials push for the building of highways and 
luxury housing developments on parcels of land that investors once shunned. Cocktail d’Amore 
has found a new venue, but if this pattern continues the city’s parties will inevitably run out of 
venues.

In the early years of reunification, East and West German youths met for the first time, danced 
together and formed lifelong friendships in ramshackle Berlin clubs staged in former bank vaults, 
disused kindergartens and collapsing supermarkets. Clubs served as a kind of neutral ground on 
which the two societies could recombine. The soundtrack was often provided by African 
American GIs who were stationed in Germany, or Germans who came back home after living in 
London and New York. They inspired a new generation of homegrown DJs with their house and 
techno records.

Berlin’s economy never really took off in the 90s, meaning low rents continued into the 00s, 
making it an appealing prospect for artists and creatives looking to escape unaffordable lives in 
other major cities. Still, when I first spent time in Berlin over a decade ago, locals continually 

(Moen 2022)

Matt Moen, 18 october 2022

Berghain Might Be Closing for Good
Word on the street is that Berlin's infamous nightclub Berghain 
might be closing its doors for good by the end of this year.

Speculation that the legendary nightlife institution might be shuttering at some point in the near 
future has been circulating since the club's in-house record label and booking agency, Ostgut Ton, 
abruptly closed earlier this month. According to several inside sources, the "world capital of 
techno" is set to close permanently by the end of 2022 almost two full decades after it first opened 
its doors in 2004.

“The Berghain is closing forever – the final end will come this year,” one source said to Faze 
Magazine. “One of the founders has already been paid out and is said to be staying in the 
countryside in Brandenburg,” another source told the German outlet. “The others simply ‘don’t 
feel like it’ anymore and have other life plans in mind.”

Apparently once the venue's current owners wash their hands of the place, there aren't any future 
plans for someone else to take over. “Continuing to exist as an art location does not appear to be 
an option. And so this chapter should finally be closed.”

So far Berghain's current owners have yet to comment or release an official statement addressing 
the speculation. Berghain previously closed its doors in March 2020 during the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, operating as an art gallery while nightlife worldwide ground to a halt.

Before that, Berghain had been best known as one of the world's most exclusive club with a 
notoriously selective bouncer — who gained his own form of cult-like figure status in the process 
— that made getting let in a badge of pride for those select few (as Claire Danes once famously 
gushed about on Ellen back in the day).

(Ross 2023)

Popular Berlin nightclubs face "extreme" 
threat from controversial motorway 
expansion, say Clubcommission

The planned 17th stage of the A100 motorway would impact iconic 
venues such as ://about blank, Club OST, and Wilde Renate

Gemma Ross, 16 may 2023

A number of popular Berlin nightclubs could face closure if a proposed new motorway extension 
were to be given the green light, as the Bundesautobahn 100 looks to run through nightlife areas 
in Mitte, Charlottenburg, Tempelhof and Neukölln.

The Bundesautobahn 100 (also known as the A100) is currently in its 16th stage of construction, 
which has been underway since 2013 and is due to cost around €700 million when finalised, and 
looks to increase its "ring" around the city.

The nearing 17th stage, which will cost the city an estimated further €800 million, could wipe out 
21 cultural institutions if it were to run through Storkower Strasse in Ostkreuz, according to 
Berlin’s Clubcommission.

Local politicians have given no concrete statement over whether the development will go ahead, 
despite plans for the 17th stage having been proposed as far back as 1935, reportedly leaving local 
institutions in "limbo" — unable to secure guaranteed planning permission from the city and at 
risk of surging rent were the plans to be scrapped.

The extension has become a contentious issue among both local and national politicians; the 
left-leaning Alliance90 (or "The Greens") and the SPD oppose the expansion, while centre and 
right-leaning parties such as the CDU, FDP and AfD are supportive of the 17th stage.

Nightlife venues that stand to be impacted if the plans were to go ahead are ://about blank, Club 
OST, Salon Zur Wilden Renate, ELSE, OXI, and newly opened venue Club M01 — while local 
bar Zuckerzauber, skatepark E-LOK, independent cinema Zukunft, and cocktail bar Krass Böser 
Wolf could also face closure.

“In total, there are about 21 cultural venues that are in the area of this continuous autobahn 
construction, which is extremely threatening,” Lutz Leichsenring of Berlin’s Clubcommission 
tells Mixmag.

“On the other hand, if they do decide not to build the autobahn, there is also a threat because the 
real estate value will rise and landlords might aim for more profitable real estate, such as 
residential or office buildings. So in any case, if they build it or not, we need to have a plan or 
vision for this area.”

Leichsenring explains that another property across the Spree River is also intertwined with the 

(Bryant 2024)

Berlin’s Famous Club Scene Faces the 
End of the Party

The closing of renowned clubs Watergate and Renate spells trouble 
for the city’s nightlife. 

Chris Bryant, 27 September 2024

Berlin is synonymous with unbridled hedonism, throbbing techno and intense parties that go on 
for days. But the fun will soon be over for two of the capital’s most famous venues — Watergate 
and Wilde Renate — which are set to permanently close, in part due to rising costs.

Enterprising club promoters have long defied predictions of the techno scene’s imminent demise 
— there’s even a German word for it, “Clubsterben,” or club death. But Berlin shouldn’t ignore 
the plight of an industry that contributes around €1.5 billion ($1.7 billion) annually to the local 
economy, is a magnet for young tourists, startups and creative types, and whose cultural 
significance was recently recognized by Unesco. 

“I always thought Clubsterben was bullshit — clubs just adapted and moved to a new area — but 
it feels different this time. Watergate and Renate are big names,” Jens Schwan, founder of Berlin 
music guide The Clubmap and co-founder of techno parade Zug der Liebe, told me. “The boom 
years are over. And after corona, many clubs missed the opportunity to reinvent themselves.”
The Party's Over

Berlin airport passenger numbers were still only 65% of pre-pandemic levels in 2023, while 
tourist stays reached 87% of 2019 levels
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“Do modern nightclubs have structural and social similarities with 
old-fashioned opera houses?”
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250 m2

storage
1.000 m2

meeting rooms
400 m2

toilets
500 m2

lobby
400 m2

foyer
400 m2

educational
spaces
800 m2

rehearsal
rooms
800 m2

green room
800 m2

artist toilet
500 m2

dressing rooms
250 m2

toilets
400 m2

smoking area
400 m2

locker room
200 m2

lounge
800 m2

artist lounge
100 m2

hall
6.000 m2

bar
300 m2

storage
200 m2

dining area
200 m2

square
400 m2

kitchen
100 m2

storage
100 m2

toilets
100 m2

toilets
100 m2

kitchenette/
break room
50 m2

office space
300 m2

dj booth
10 m2

broadcasting
tower
x m2

server room
50 m2

bar
50 m2

kitchen
50 m2

storage
200 m2

hall
1.000 m2

lobby
150 m2

locker room
100 m2

storage
100 m2

laundry facility
200 m2

sleeping acc.
500 m2

bathrooms
500 m2

toilets
80 m2

retail space
100 m2

storage/
archive
200 m2

coat check
200 m2

rec./ tick./
box office
100 m2

hall
500 m2

studio/
music lab concert hallnightclub

4.060 m2 8.400 m2 15.100 m2 900 m2 1.560 m2 1.630 m2 450 m2 300 m2 800 m2

foodcourt

33.200 m2

officegrand foyer hostel record store entrance
hall
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ALL FUNCTIONS WITH AREA
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should relate

RELATION SCHEME
concept
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BUBBLE DIAGRAM

relation

access/ exit

space

concert hallnightclub

studio/
music lab

record store

hostel

radio booth

grand foyer

entrance hall

plaza

access

ex
it exit

access

view

access

access

dinner space

office
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COMBINATION

old configuration new configuration

concept
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COMBINATION

building configuration

concept
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updated configuration

SLIDE
concept
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MONOLITH
concept



100Berlin Studio

CUT
concept



performance section
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INTERNAL CONCEPT
concept



contains auditoriums
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INTERNAL CONCEPT
concept



supportive
section
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INTERNAL CONCEPT
concept



contains
hostel
record store
office
studio spaces
workshops
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INTERNAL CONCEPT
concept



connected
by arch

of
foyer

105Berlin Studio

INTERNAL CONCEPT
concept



move
auditoriums

in foyer
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INTERNAL CONCEPT
concept



connect
with
walking bridges
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INTERNAL CONCEPT
concept



concept

FOYER
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PROJECTS ANALYSED

Opera Garnier, PAR
TPAC, TAI
Staatsoper, BER
Tivoli Vredenburg, UTR
Concertgebouw, AMS
Kölner Dom, COL
Borgund Stave Church, BOR
Basilica Sancti Petri, ROM
Church of the Resurection, JER
Pantheon ROM
Hagia Sophia, IST
Umayyad Mosque, DAM
Laxminarayan Mandir, DEL
Kinryu-an Senso-Ji, TOK
Taipei Confusius Temple, TAI
Maassilo, ROT
Berghain, BER
Club LAAK, HAG
Watergate, BER
De School, AMS
PIP, HAG
RSO Berlin, BER
Tresor, BER
Fabric, LON

concept
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MONOLITH

“a geological feature consisting of a single massive stone or rock”

* Uluru, AUS.
Berlin Studio 112

concept



BRICK MONOLITH

* Shakespearean theatre, GDA.
Berlin Studio 113

concept

MONOLITH



* flak tower VI, WIL

CONCRETE MONOLITH
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concept

MONOLITH



* Delftse Poort, ROT

MONOLITH

GLASS MONOLITH
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FACADE

* L’Arc de Triomphe, Wrapped; Christo, Jeanne-Claude, PAR.
Berlin Studio 117

SHROUDED MONOLITH



concept

FACADE
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STEEL MESH
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MONOLITH
concept
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DRAPED WITH CLOTH
concept
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TAGGED TOILETS
concept



* google streetview
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SPRAYED STREETS
concept
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SET ON PLINTH
concept
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50m 20m 20m 10m
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FOYER
implementation
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5m10m

implementation
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SECTION CC’



GRAND HALL
implementation
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ART EXHIBITION
implementation
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PARTY
implementation
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ACCESS CLUB SPACE
implementation
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VERTICAL CIRCULATION
implementation
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MAIN STAIRS
implementation
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stairs
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p+23.800
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... TO AUDITORIUMS
implementation



VINEYARD ACCESS
implementation
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SHOEBOX ACCESS
implementation
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HORSESHOE ACCESS
implementation
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CONFIGURATION
implementation
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workshop workshop workshop workshop workshop
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BACK OF HOUSE
implementation
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VOID
implementation
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DRESSING ROOMS
implementation
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REHEARSAL ROOMS
implementation
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WAITING AREA
implementation
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GREEN ROOM
implementation
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* green room Teatro Real, MAD.

GREEN ROOM
implementation
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ARTIST LOUNGE
implementation
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MATERIAL HUB/ WORKSHOP
implementation
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chapter title

SLIDE TITLEMATERIAL SYSTEM
implementation
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N

implementation
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MATERIAL NETWORK



SUPPORTIVE SECTION ACCESS
implementation
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auditorium

listen
produce

build/ experiment

club

implementation
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WORKSHOPS



FOYER
implementation
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implementation
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ARCHES



ARCH
implementation
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FLOORS
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implementation



COLUMNS + WALLS
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implementation



AUDITORIUM
implementation
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AUDITORIUM CONSTRUCTION
implementation
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concrete

precast panel flooring

steel truss beam

CLT columns

precast panel flooring

concrete columns

concrete floor

ISO VIEW
implementation



INNER SHELL 
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implementation



SPRING CONNECTION

171Berlin Studio

implementation



SPRING CONNECTION
implementation
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SPRING CONNECTION
implementation
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INNER SHELL CONSTRUCTION + CIRCULATION
implementation

174Berlin Studio



FACADE
implementation
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FACADE
implementation
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floor structure

sillicone washer plate:
to allow floors to vibrate
without curtain wall to 
resonate

1. concrete cover floor: 20mm
2. acoustic insulation: 50mm
3. precast concrete panel floor: 300mm

facade structure

1. system profile in view [Stabalux SR system]
2. horizontal system profile [Stabalux SR system]
3. L profile to floor connector

20

50

250

50

P+30.600

P+30.230

200mm 50mm 50mm
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SILLICONE ATTACHMENT
implementation



VIBRATIONS
implementation
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FOYER ACOUSTICS
implementation
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ORIENTATION
implementation
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IDEAL SITUATION HEAT MAP

-x dB +x dB

implementation
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IDEAL SITUATION HEAT MAP

-x dB +x dB

loud because in front you want to 
have louder noise

fairly constant and gradually 
decreasing dB levels

low dB level because the back is 
supposed to be less noisy

implementation
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125 Hz

-x dB +x dB

250 Hz 500 Hz 1k Hz 2k Hz 4k Hz 8k Hz

SIMULATION HEAT MAPS
implementation
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ACOUSTIC PANELING
implementation
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SOUND CONTACT
implementation
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implementation
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RESONANCE
implementation



ground level

p+37.290

p+30.600

p+27.200

p+23.800

p+20.400

p+17.000

p+13.600

p+10.200

p+6.800

p+3.400

p+0
ground level

p+37.290

p+30.600

p+27.200

p+23.800

p+20.400

p+17.000

p+13.600

p+10.200

p+6.800

p+3.400

p+0

2m 2m

FACADE
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implementation



floor structure [top>bottom]
1. substrate: avg. 140mm; 0,5° incline
2. aquifer: 60mm
3. PIR insulation Rd=7,27: 140mm
4. precast concrete panel floor: 300mm

roof edge structure

sandwich panel: 44mm

1. aluminium drainage
2. EPS
3. wood block

1. system profile [Stabalux SR system]
2. concrete roof edge: 180mm
3. EPS
4. barge board Rd=1,55

1. aluminium 2mm
2. 40mm recycled PET foam
3. RC = 5.6; U = 0.18

50

250

140

60

200

4030100180604422

P+37.290

P+36.890

P+37.505

P+36.590

200mm 50mm 50mm

ROOF DETAIL
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plinth structure

hook system to connect
outer wall with inner wall

water drainage
incline 5°

insulation anchors to attach
insulation with inner wall

1. outer wall, precast concrete: 100mm
2. cavity: 20mm
3. waterproof membrane
4. hemp insulation: 100mm
5. damp proof membrane
6. inner wall, precast concrete: 160mm

floor structure
1. concrete cover floor: 20mm
2. acoustic insulation: 50mm
3. precast concrete panel floor: 300mm

20

50

250

50

100 20 100 160

P+6.800

P+6.430

200mm 50mm 50mm

PLINTH DETAIL
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floor structure
1. cast on site concrete floor: 300mm
2. EPS: 200mm

plinth structure
1. barge board Rd=1,55: 30mm 
2. outer wall, precast concrete: 100mm
3. cavity: 20mm
4. waterproof membrane
5. hemp insulation: 100mm
6. damp proof membrane
7. inner wall, precast concrete: 160mm

foamglass 50mm

300

200

200 30 64 20 100 160

hook system to connect
outer wall with inner wall

insulation anchors to attach
insulation with inner wall

P=0

200mm 50mm 50mm

FOUNDATION DETAIL
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ground level

p+37.290

p+30.600

p+27.200

p+23.800

p+20.400

p+17.000

p+13.600

p+10.200

p+6.800

p+3.400

p+0
ground level

p+37.290

p+30.600

p+27.200

p+23.800

p+20.400

p+17.000

p+13.600

p+10.200

p+6.800

p+3.400

p+0

2m 2m

FACADE
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grey
water
basin

RAINWATER COLLECTION
implementation
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ground level
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implementation

SUN PROTECTION
implementation
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implementation

cool
groundwater
basin

warm
groundwater
basin

HTU HTU HTU

heat
pump

SUMMER CLIMATE CONTROL
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implementation

cool
groundwater
basin

warm
groundwater
basin

HTU HTU HTU

heat
pump

WINTER CLIMATE CONTROL
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SECTION
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FULL AUDITORIUMS
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implementation

PEOPLE = HOT
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ENTIRE SPACE = HOT
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HEAT RADIATES
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MATERIAL INDEX
implementation
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MATERIAL INDEX
implementation
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GFA

average floor height

building volume
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Somers, De Morgen (2017)
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“The most sustainable building is the one you don’t build”



(LeJarde 2023)

Arielle Lana LeJarde, 5 november 2023

Berlin club Re:mise announces closing 
parties
Between November 16th and 20th, the venue will host Stella Zekri, 
Esther Dune and many more.

Re:mise in Berlin has revealed its final events.

Shutting its doors later this month, the club will host five closing parties—OBXENE, New Trance 
Order x neodyn, Body Language, para//e/ x Bubble Bath and Singularity—from November 16th 
through 20th. Lineup highlights include Devoye, MSKD, Esther Dune, BLACK ANTHEM 
RESTORE and Stella Zekri.

In September, Re:mise announced it would be closing this year. The team was unable to get an 
extension on their lease but promised they would fight to reopen in the future, claiming the club's 
closure was just another symptom of the city's " ongoing gentrification."

Find details of the closing weekend via Instagram and the event listing below.

(Dawson 2020)

Brit Dawson, 31 january 2020

Griessmuehle: Berlin mourns the loss of 
yet another club
Ahead of the venue’s final party this weekend, protesters, 
organisers, and activists reflect on its legacy and the future of the 
city’s nightlife

Arguably nowhere in the world is more renowned for its wild and liberating nightlife scene than 
Berlin, but over the last decade, approximately 100 clubs have closed, irreversibly altering the 
landscape of the city.

The latest victim is Neukölln’s grain-mill-turned-nightclub, Griessmuehle – a concrete square 
with two dance floors, an after-hours area, and a sprawling garden looking out onto the canal. 
Griessmuehle is being evicted from its coveted spot because its new owners plan to redevelop the 
site. Despite a recent study revealing that Berlin’s party scene brings three million people a year 
to the city, with club visitors spending just under €1.5 billion (£1.26 billion) in 2018 alone, 
Griessmuehle’s new owners allegedly plan to open offices on the site. As a petition to save the 
club almost hits its €50,000 (£42k) target, the club has announced that it will operate from 
temporary venues until it can formulate a more permanent plan.

Since its opening eight years ago, the club has become a central part of Berlin’s nightlife, hosting 
weekend-long parties, including the illustrious and hedonistic queer night, Cocktail D’Amore.

“It’s been the location for Cocktail for the past five years,” the night’s organisers Giacomo 
Garavelloni and Giovanni Turco tell Dazed, “so in a way it feels like being evicted from your own 
home.” 

Cocktail D’Amore will close the club this weekend, with an event called “The Last Cocktail”, set 
to run from Friday night (January 31) to Monday morning (February 3). “To be honest, even we 
don’t know what to expect!” Garavelloni and Turco say. “There will be three dance floors 
throughout three nights and days, with 28 secret DJs for a total of 56 hours of music – and 
apparently all the partygoers are bringing their mums and dads!”

Though this final party gives Griessmuehle regulars a chance to say goodbye, it marks another 
farewell in a long line of devastating closures. “I’ve been in Berlin for eight years,” says Danilo 
Sierra, who attended a protest last week against Griessmuehle’s closing, “and the club scene is 
definitely being killed, despite it bringing in an insane amount of tourism, money, and jobs.”

According to Berlin’s Club Commission – an organisation dedicated to protecting the city’s 
nightlife – around 15 clubs are currently under threat. There’s even a German word for it: 
clubsterben (‘club dying’). “The reasons are individual to each venue,” the group’s spokesperson, 
Lutz Leichsenring, explains, “but most of it is because they have issues with neighbours 
complaining, with authorities and their licenses, or issues with the owner.”

(Skinner 2022)

Tom Skinner, 18 october 2022

Berlin’s iconic Berghain club rumoured to 
be closing down
The techno venue was founded in 2004

Berlin’s Berghain nightclub is rumoured to be permanently closing by the end of this year.

The legendary establishment, which was founded in 2004, is one of the most famous clubs 
globally and has been called the “world capital of techno”. It currently employs 250 people and 
has dozens of residents, per Mixmag.

As Faze Magazine reports, the recent closure of Berghain’s in-house record label and booking 
agency, Ostgut Ton, has led to speculation over the future of the venue.

The German outlet cites an unnamed source who claims “Berghain is closing forever”, and that its 
“final end” will come at some point in 2022 (translated to English by Google).

“One of the founders has already been paid out and is said to be staying in the countryside in 
Brandenburg. The others simply ‘don’t feel like it’ anymore and have other life plans in mind.”

According to Faze, Berghain is not likely to be taken over by another nightlife organisation upon 
its closure: “Continuing to exist as an art location does not appear to be an option. And so this 
chapter should finally be closed.”

The Berghain club temporarily operated as an art gallery during the COVID pandemic. It was 
forced to close in March 2020 when the coronavirus first took hold.

The current owners have not yet commented on the speculation.

In 2016, Berghain came under threat from a ‘family entertainment district’ development plan. The 
venue was struck by lightning during an event later that same year.

(Schmitz 2023)

Rob Schmitz, 3 november 2023

Berlin's famed nightclubs, losing 
customers, face an uncertain future

BERLIN — For those who haven't experienced it, a night at a club in Berlin can be reduced to a 
math equation whose first variable is the best club you've been to.

"Berlin nightlife is, let's say, what you've experienced, multiply that by 10," says Zak Khutoretsky, 
otherwise known by his DJ pseudonym, DVS1.

"Berlin nightlife is very free," he says. "It's trying to push artistic boundaries. It's trying to push 
personal boundaries. It's trying to let people experience music, art and culture with some rules. But 
those rules are created to have no rules."

Khutoretsky, who holds a residency at the Berlin club Berghain, says he's heard complaints lately 
from club owners and promoters in Berlin about declining numbers of club-goers. Even Berghain, 
typically an anomaly because it draws crowds from around the world, has raised its cover charge 
to deal with rising costs. He thinks fewer Europeans are making quick clubbing trips to the city 
due to the financial hit of the pandemic.

"So where a casual weekend to Berlin before the pandemic was a simple decision and paying the 
cover and eating food and taking taxis and then getting home before you have to go to work on 
Monday was a really easy thing to do within Europe," reasons Khutoretsky, "I think it became 
harder after the pandemic."

Berlin Clubcommission chair Lutz Leichsenring says before the pandemic, a third of tourists came 
for the city's nightclubs, and they typically spent $1.6 billion per year while they were here.

In 2021-2022, 5.5 million tourists came to Berlin, 30% fewer than pre-pandemic numbers.

But declining tourism isn't the only problem.

"You have inflation, you have an energy crisis and you have also the rise of the minimum wage," 
says Leichsenring, whose group represents Berlin's clubs, is funded by them and acts as a 
lobbying body for them in front of the city and federal government. "There's also less demand 
because fewer people are in the city. People don't spend so much money because of the inflation. 
It's a very critical time."

A critical time, too, because of how Berlin is developing as a European metropolis.

"I think that in Berlin, much more than in other big cities, there's a deep connection between the 
nightlife and urban development," says Tobias Rapp, a culture writer for Der Spiegel and author 
of the book, Lost and Sound: Berlin, Techno and the Easyjet Set.

Rapp says Berlin's club scene is an outgrowth of how the city developed after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and Germany's reunification more than three decades ago.

(Braun 2023)

Stuart Braun, 9 september 2023

Berlin club culture battles 'highway to 
hell'
The extension of the A100 freeway through central Berlin would 
destroy numerous nightlife institutions. But the club scene has 
joined with climate activists to halt its construction.

When the Berlin Wall fell nearly 35 years ago, cultural life soon flourished in the abandoned 
factories and buildings that were left behind.

Pioneering techno music clubs like Tresor, located in a bombed-out department store vault, and 
later Berghain — occupying a derelict GDR power station — were some of many that gave life to 
the remnants of war and division in Berlin. Global creatives, DJs and dreamers soon flooded in to 
join the party that has become synonymous with the city.

Yet these spontaneous, self-managed cultural venues have long been vulnerable to so-called 
Clubsterben, or club death, with many already lost to development, gentrification and pandemic 
restrictions.

More recently, the threat has been heightened by the potential extension of the A100 highway 
through Berlin. Around 30 clubs and cultural venues that grew up over decades lie in its wake.

The area in question, running north of the Spree River through Friedrichshain in the former East 
Berlin, has remained relatively free of development. But the 17th and final section of the A100 
could flatten the entire precinct.

While Berlin's long-ruling Social Democratic Party (SPD) opposed the extension, the new 
Christian Democratic Party (CDU) leadership supports it — as does the federal transport minister 
who has final authority over the project.

Some of Berlin's most celebrated venues face eviction if the A100 goes ahead.

They include the popular riverside dance club, Else, constructed with converted shipping 
containers; About Blank, an industrial techno club complex run by a collective that once squatted 
the space; and Wilde Renate, a labyrinthine club and exhibition space located in a former tenement 
house.

But grassroots campaigning to stop the A100 has reached critical mass in recent months.

Following a similar action in 2022, a classical orchestra and choir blocked the A100 this April 
under the banner "Make Music Instead of Concrete" — and while performing the ACDC song 
"Highway to Hell."

Meanwhile, the Berlin club scene joined forces with climate activists and local citizen initiatives 

(Rogers 2020)

Thomas Rogers, 24 january 2020

Protesters and Politicians Rally to Protect 
Berlin’s Clubs
Nightclubs have a unique role in the city’s culture and economy. 
But real estate investors and infrastructure projects have put many 
venues at risk.

BERLIN — On Wednesday afternoon, about 300 protesters gathered in front of a municipal 
building in the southeast of Berlin, dancing and holding signs. “All clubs are beautiful,” one 
placard said; “The day I stop dancing is the day I stop breathing,” read another.

Accompanied by loud techno music, they had come to protest the impending closure of 
Griessmuehle, a well-known nightclub. As has happened to numerous Berlin venues in recent 
years, the club is being evicted because new owners plan to redevelop the site.

Several politicians addressed the crowd, including Martin Hikel, the mayor of the Neukölln 
district, where the protest took place. “There is a consensus among parties that club culture should 
be protected,” he told the demonstrators, adding that there was “the political will” to take action 
on the issue.

Berlin is known for its freewheeling club scene, but in the last decade, that culture has come under 
increasing pressure from real estate investors and infrastructure projects. The situation is 
complicated by an acute housing shortage, and the city’s dramatic economic growth. In recent 
years, many formerly abandoned spaces have been redeveloped as offices and apartments, and 
real estate prices have soared.

According to the Club Commission, a group dedicated to promoting and protecting Berlin’s night 
life, about 100 clubs have closed over the past decade, and about 25 venues are currently under 
threat. There’s even a German word for it, “clubsterben,” or “club dying,” that has entered the 
mainstream lexicon.

A growing number of politicians from across the political spectrum have taken up the cause, partly 
to protect the venues’ unique role in the city’s cultural fabric, but also because the clubs are 
moneymakers for the broader economy. According to a study by the Club Commission, tourists 
visiting Berlin for its club scene contributed 1.5 billion euros, or about $1.66 billion, to the 
capital’s economy in 2018. The clubs have also played a large role in attracting young workers for 
the city’s start-up scene, which many politicians see as crucial to Berlin’s economic growth.

In an interview, Lutz Leichsenring, a spokesman for the Club Commission, said, “It’s easier to 
attract start-ups to Berlin than to Munich and Hamburg. And that’s not because we have better 
shopping options.”

In recent years, as gentrification has driven a rise in disputes between venues and residents, and 
led to many closures, other major cities have started initiatives to protect club culture. Amsterdam, 

(Scaturro 2020)

Michael Scaturro, 15 march 2020

With the closure of another club space, 
the scene that revived Berlin is being lost
The dance community helped reunify East and West Germany in the 
1990s, but gentrification is slowly killing it

I was in bed when my friend Alfonso called me. “It’s the last party at Griessmuehle,” he said. “It’s 
the last Cocktail there. Throw on some clothes. We’re going.”

Cocktail d’Amore is one of a handful of landmark Berlin parties that have made the German 
capital a centre of LGBTQ+ youth culture over the past two decades. It took place in a venue 
called Griessmuehle, an old East German grain mill that people enjoyed because one moment you 
might be kissing on shower tiles, the next dancing in a silo. Sadly, it is to be demolished this spring 
to make space for a resort hotel. It certainly wasn’t an architectural jewel like the Berlin 
Philharmonic concert hall or Museum Island – but clubs, along with cheap studio space and 
vibrant subcultures, are what made Berlin the city so many love today.

In the 1990s, Berlin still conjured up thoughts of the second world war for many Europeans. 
Rarely did people come here to dance. But then something miraculous happened: the city’s empty 
buildings provided the global queer community with a home where low rents and large studio 
spaces drew in creatives from around the world. Artists and musicians turned cavernous buildings 
into dance clubs, and those dance clubs were fabulous. This helped resuscitate Germany’s image 
abroad, because Berliners showed they could welcome a diverse group of people and allow these 
creatives to help remake the city for a new century.

That’s why now it is so distressing that club spaces are closing or under threat as Berlin’s 
gentrification intensifies. Despite the fact that clubs in the city draw 3 million tourists a year, and 
generate nearly €1.5bn (£1.3bn) in annual revenue, more than 100 venues have closed over the 
past 10 years as property prices have more than doubled. In addition to Griessmuehle, About 
Blank, Else and Wilde Renate are facing closure as officials push for the building of highways and 
luxury housing developments on parcels of land that investors once shunned. Cocktail d’Amore 
has found a new venue, but if this pattern continues the city’s parties will inevitably run out of 
venues.

In the early years of reunification, East and West German youths met for the first time, danced 
together and formed lifelong friendships in ramshackle Berlin clubs staged in former bank vaults, 
disused kindergartens and collapsing supermarkets. Clubs served as a kind of neutral ground on 
which the two societies could recombine. The soundtrack was often provided by African 
American GIs who were stationed in Germany, or Germans who came back home after living in 
London and New York. They inspired a new generation of homegrown DJs with their house and 
techno records.

Berlin’s economy never really took off in the 90s, meaning low rents continued into the 00s, 
making it an appealing prospect for artists and creatives looking to escape unaffordable lives in 
other major cities. Still, when I first spent time in Berlin over a decade ago, locals continually 

(Moen 2022)

Matt Moen, 18 october 2022

Berghain Might Be Closing for Good
Word on the street is that Berlin's infamous nightclub Berghain 
might be closing its doors for good by the end of this year.

Speculation that the legendary nightlife institution might be shuttering at some point in the near 
future has been circulating since the club's in-house record label and booking agency, Ostgut Ton, 
abruptly closed earlier this month. According to several inside sources, the "world capital of 
techno" is set to close permanently by the end of 2022 almost two full decades after it first opened 
its doors in 2004.

“The Berghain is closing forever – the final end will come this year,” one source said to Faze 
Magazine. “One of the founders has already been paid out and is said to be staying in the 
countryside in Brandenburg,” another source told the German outlet. “The others simply ‘don’t 
feel like it’ anymore and have other life plans in mind.”

Apparently once the venue's current owners wash their hands of the place, there aren't any future 
plans for someone else to take over. “Continuing to exist as an art location does not appear to be 
an option. And so this chapter should finally be closed.”

So far Berghain's current owners have yet to comment or release an official statement addressing 
the speculation. Berghain previously closed its doors in March 2020 during the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, operating as an art gallery while nightlife worldwide ground to a halt.

Before that, Berghain had been best known as one of the world's most exclusive club with a 
notoriously selective bouncer — who gained his own form of cult-like figure status in the process 
— that made getting let in a badge of pride for those select few (as Claire Danes once famously 
gushed about on Ellen back in the day).

(Ross 2023)

Popular Berlin nightclubs face "extreme" 
threat from controversial motorway 
expansion, say Clubcommission

The planned 17th stage of the A100 motorway would impact iconic 
venues such as ://about blank, Club OST, and Wilde Renate

Gemma Ross, 16 may 2023

A number of popular Berlin nightclubs could face closure if a proposed new motorway extension 
were to be given the green light, as the Bundesautobahn 100 looks to run through nightlife areas 
in Mitte, Charlottenburg, Tempelhof and Neukölln.

The Bundesautobahn 100 (also known as the A100) is currently in its 16th stage of construction, 
which has been underway since 2013 and is due to cost around €700 million when finalised, and 
looks to increase its "ring" around the city.

The nearing 17th stage, which will cost the city an estimated further €800 million, could wipe out 
21 cultural institutions if it were to run through Storkower Strasse in Ostkreuz, according to 
Berlin’s Clubcommission.

Local politicians have given no concrete statement over whether the development will go ahead, 
despite plans for the 17th stage having been proposed as far back as 1935, reportedly leaving local 
institutions in "limbo" — unable to secure guaranteed planning permission from the city and at 
risk of surging rent were the plans to be scrapped.

The extension has become a contentious issue among both local and national politicians; the 
left-leaning Alliance90 (or "The Greens") and the SPD oppose the expansion, while centre and 
right-leaning parties such as the CDU, FDP and AfD are supportive of the 17th stage.

Nightlife venues that stand to be impacted if the plans were to go ahead are ://about blank, Club 
OST, Salon Zur Wilden Renate, ELSE, OXI, and newly opened venue Club M01 — while local 
bar Zuckerzauber, skatepark E-LOK, independent cinema Zukunft, and cocktail bar Krass Böser 
Wolf could also face closure.

“In total, there are about 21 cultural venues that are in the area of this continuous autobahn 
construction, which is extremely threatening,” Lutz Leichsenring of Berlin’s Clubcommission 
tells Mixmag.

“On the other hand, if they do decide not to build the autobahn, there is also a threat because the 
real estate value will rise and landlords might aim for more profitable real estate, such as 
residential or office buildings. So in any case, if they build it or not, we need to have a plan or 
vision for this area.”

Leichsenring explains that another property across the Spree River is also intertwined with the 

(Bryant 2024)

Berlin’s Famous Club Scene Faces the 
End of the Party

The closing of renowned clubs Watergate and Renate spells trouble 
for the city’s nightlife. 

Chris Bryant, 27 September 2024

Berlin is synonymous with unbridled hedonism, throbbing techno and intense parties that go on 
for days. But the fun will soon be over for two of the capital’s most famous venues — Watergate 
and Wilde Renate — which are set to permanently close, in part due to rising costs.

Enterprising club promoters have long defied predictions of the techno scene’s imminent demise 
— there’s even a German word for it, “Clubsterben,” or club death. But Berlin shouldn’t ignore 
the plight of an industry that contributes around €1.5 billion ($1.7 billion) annually to the local 
economy, is a magnet for young tourists, startups and creative types, and whose cultural 
significance was recently recognized by Unesco. 

“I always thought Clubsterben was bullshit — clubs just adapted and moved to a new area — but 
it feels different this time. Watergate and Renate are big names,” Jens Schwan, founder of Berlin 
music guide The Clubmap and co-founder of techno parade Zug der Liebe, told me. “The boom 
years are over. And after corona, many clubs missed the opportunity to reinvent themselves.”
The Party's Over

Berlin airport passenger numbers were still only 65% of pre-pandemic levels in 2023, while 
tourist stays reached 87% of 2019 levels
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“Do modern nightclubs have structural and social similarities with 
old-fashioned opera houses?”
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