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Problem statement
- Increasing housing prices; 

- Tightening the terms and conditions for taking out a mortgage;

- Flexibilization of the job market;

- Marking out a social housing income limit;

- Shortage of private rental housing;

- Increasing rental housing prices;

- Income does not increase to the same extent.
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Concepts
- Middle-income (€36,798 - €51,750);

- Housing affordability;

- Housing preferences;

- Spatial standards.
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Main research question

“How can the rental housing supply in urban areas in the Netherlands, that is affordable for 
middle-income households, be increased following their preferences?”
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Research questions
Housing affordability and housing preferences in relation to rental housing supply

1. Which types of middle-income households can be distinguished?

2. What is the maximum affordable base rent for middle-income households?

3. What housing characteristics does Groot-Amsterdam’s mid-segment rental housing supply have?

4. In what kind of rental housing do Groot-Amsterdam’s middle-income households currently live and 
does this housing meet the affordability and spatial standards?

5. What housing preferences do Groot-Amsterdam’s middle-income households have and do these 
preferences meet the affordability and spatial standards?

6. What housing preferences of middle-income households are insufficiently affordably facilitated in 
the mid-segment rental housing supply of Groot-Amsterdam?

Possible instruments

7. What policy instrument(s) can be used to steer the market towards an increase of affordable 
housing, for middle-income households fitting their preferences?

8. How can this increased affordable housing supply fitting preferences of middle-income 
households, be preserved in the Randstad?
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Methodology
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Theoretical 
study

• Defining 
concepts;

• Study 
background 
information. 

Quantitative 
study

• WoON 2018;

• Groot-
Amsterdam.

Qualitative study

• Semi-
structured
interviews: 
municipality, 
housing 
association, 
investor and 
developer;

• Validation: 
expert panel.



Quantitative study
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- WoON 2018;

- Groot-Amsterdam;

- Rental housing supply;

- Comparing income groups;

- Comparing middle-income household types.
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Housing affordability
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What is the maximum affordable base rent for middle-income households?

Income
Non-

housing
expenses

Maximum 
affordable 
base rent
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Housing accessibility
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- A gross monthly income that amounts to four times the monthly rent
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Housing accessibility
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- Gross income of €40,800 to €43,200;

- Gross median income 2018: €34,500.



Groot-Amsterdam
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Groot-Amsterdam
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What housing preferences do Groot-Amsterdam’s middle-income households have and do these preferences meet the affordability and spatial standards?
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Lack of housing preferences
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Qualitative study
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- Randstad;

- Semi-structured interviews;

- Validation: expert panel.



Instruments
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What policy instrument(s) can be used to steer the market towards an increase of affordable housing, for middle-income 
households fitting their preferences?

How can this increased affordable housing supply fitting preferences of middle-income households, be preserved in the 
Randstad?



Conclusion
“How can the rental housing supply in urban areas in the Netherlands, that is affordable for 
middle-income households, be increased following their preferences?”
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Conclusion 
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A more active role to be assumed by the central government concerning these aspects:
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Changes in regulation regarding:
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Responsibility
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Responsibility to be taken for:



Discussion
- Relationship to other systems such as the job market

- Not merely a middle-segment rental housing problem

- An issue with the housing market as a whole

- Getting ‘the elderly’ to flow through in the housing market
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Questions?
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Spatial standards
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Rooms Surface (square metres)

One-person (1) 2 28-44

Couple (2) 2 40-65

Couple-one-child (3) 3 52-87

Couple-two-children (4) 4 64-109

Couple-three-children (5) 5 76-131

One-parent-one-child (2) 3 40-65

One-parent-two-children (3) 4 52-87

One-parent-three-children (4) 5 64-109

Nonfamily (x) - -
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Groot-Amsterdam
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