
Every time Emine would 
pass by Nedstaal, she 
would always think “This 
is the place where we get 
our bread from”. 
Simultaneously, she also 
found the factory 
facades rather ugly, but 
nostalgic nonetheless. 

Emine and the other 
visitors would follow this 
way to reach the factory. 
The sheer scale of 
Nedsteel impressed her 
even from afar.

During one of her 
factory visits, they 
went to the smelter 
furnace and explored 
its interior following 
the platforms, 
positioned on di�erent 
levels of the building. 

The exterior of Nedstaal 
and its objects - the 

promenade, the cranes, 
and the machinery is an 

image Emine highly 
values. For her it 

represents not only 
Alblasserdam, but also 

partly herself.
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Representation of Nedstaal in the 2000s
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Aerial view of Nedstaal Fabriek in 1965
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The  quality assurance 
laboratories where Jan’s 
o�ce was. This was his 
�rst stop once he arrived.

The wire rolling mill was 
one of Jan’s favorite 
machines. The 
atmosphere of this 
artistic impression is 
what Jan enjoys.

The belt �oor where 
the steel from the 
rolling mill machine is 
extruded. Jan would 
regularly supervise the 
machinery in this part 
of the factory. 

The open-heart 
furnace where the 

delivered steel scrap 
was �rst melted. This 

furnace was one of 
Jan’s favorites.
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Nedstaal complex buildings in the 1960s
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For Ayhan, the most 
spatially pleasant 
building was the oval 
staircase o�ce. He 
was professionally 
trained there and 
would go to Dutch 
language classes at 
its last �oor. 

Apart from the 
machinery and 
dynamism, Ayhan also 
liked the steel trusses - 
their robustness and 
rustic character. The landscape of 

Nedstaal was too vast 
for Ayhan, so he 
learned to di�erentiate 
it with di�erent spatial 
ques, like the water 
pipes. 

The promenade of 
Nedstaal was �lled with 

Ayhan’s most valued 
objects - the cranes, the 
open furnaces and with 

the constant movement of 
people - an atmosphere 

enjoyed dearly
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Representation of Nedstaal in the 2000s
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Aerial view of Nedstaal Fabriek in 2018

This was one of Harry’s 
most frequent roles - as a 
smelter. He would give 
shifts in humid and dirty 
conditions inside the 
smelter facility. 

As he grew professionally, 
Harry also became an 
operator. His shifts were 
spent inside , in a gloomy 
spatial atmosphere, but 
with great community of 
collegaues. 

Lunch breaks were 
typically spent in the 
facility where Harry and 
his collegaues would 
have their shift, as 
leaving the steel 
smelting process 
unattended was 
forbidden. 

Externally, Harry 
would primarily  view 

the terrain of Nedstaal 
from a higher level, as 

the ground was 
covered in steel scraps 

and other machinery.  
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Representation of Nedstaal in the 2000s

Max would often bike 
along the dike, passing 
by Nedstaal every time. 
He and other kids would 
also play on the dike 
slopes and climb on top 
in order to observe the 
factory from afar. 

As a child, Max had 
friends living in one of 
the old dike houses. They 
would play together on 
the terrain of Nedstaal, 
where Max would gather 
small steel pieces left 
behind and collect them 
at home.  

The Wire Mill building 
closest to the bridge, is 
the most recognizable 
part of Nedstaal for 
many people like Max. 
He purposely drives on 
that road to look at 
Nedstaal every time he 
travels. 

For Max, the most 
sentimental part of 

the factory landscape 
was the cranes and 

the crane tracks 
underneath. They 

symbolized 'home' for 
him. 
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Representation of Nedstaal in the 2000s

For Maron, the most 
valuable architectural 
aspect of Nedstaal is its 
facade patina and rustic 
expression. 

The smelter factory was 
the building he admired 
the most in terms of 
spatial con�guration and 
scale. The expression of 
its trusses and machinery 
impressed Maron. 

At the same time, 
however, that building 
had suboptimal 
conditions - a reason 
Maron valued for its 
eventual disassembly. 

The kraanbaan 
promenade is one of 

the most valuable 
features for Maron and 
an essential part of his 
daily commute of the 

terrain.

1

2

4 

4 
1 

2 

3 

3

Machinery, installa-
tions, trusses, patina

Process of steel making
landscape

Workers community 
Atmosphere 

Landscape objects- 
cranes, machinery, 

crane tracks 

Image sources: (Nedstaal in Alblasserdam [photograph]. (1965-1974). Regional Archive Dordrecht.)

• The “face” of Nedstaal 
• Among the last functioning 

complex buildings
• “Objects of significance” - 

the annealing basins  
• Historical trusses 
• The last stop of the steel 

coils
• Industrial atmosphere 
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