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Amsterdam’s metropolitan center is being used 
more and more intensively and is expanding ever 
further. This eans that almost all the neighbourhoods 
within the A10 orbital motorway now display city-
center traits. In 2015 almost 13 million people visit 
the capital and the municipality expects that by 
2025, 23 million visitor will come to the city.

Despite the enormous magnetism of the heart of 
Amsterdam for countless people, enterprises and 
nstitutions, people are always forced to search a 
little further out: first in the 19th century districts 
adjacent to the city center, then in the surrounding 
belt of development realized in the 1920s to 1940s, 
and now the ‘city-center milieu’ is spreading out 
across the IJ waterway and towards the Zuidas. 
Most attention is now given to the buffer zones and 
the areas of Amsterdam North and the Southern 
flank. In 1977, Amsterdam’s first metro line was 
opened, connecting Zuidoost to the city center 
and Amsterdam Centraal.

AMS-Mid City studio studies the transition of 
the ‘urban zones’ along the metro corridor from 
Amsterdam Centraal to Zuid-Oost, analyzing three 
sites in three separate publications:

 1. Amsterdam Central

 2. Amsterdam Amstel

 3. Amsterdam Zuid-Oost

This research book will elucidate the Central area 
to the reader: its demography, the topological 
characteristics, spatial and infrastructural defects 
and opportunities.
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Nederland Actueel headlines: “London like prices 
in the city Center of Amsterdam, 150.000 euro for 
fifteen square meter.” The rental prices in the city of 
Amsterdam are becoming extremely expensive. In the 
rental affordability index of Nested, Amsterdam is listed 
on the 17th place. And the expectation is that the growth 
of cities like Amsterdam will only increase in the coming 
years. 

If we take a stroll in the city center of Amsterdam it is 
surprising how crowded and quiet places exist next to 
each other. The small streets are used by tourists to get 
from A to B, while the canal belt is quite calm and used 
by bikers, cars and people living there. Imagining these 
streets without the parked cars and a more urban density 
the streets become a vibrant place. 

But it hard to imagine high-rise at the monumental canals 
of Amsterdam. How can we densify this most desirable 
piece of Amsterdam and keep it vibrant without harming 
its historical value?
My answer to this question is to build within the 
courtyards of the historical building blocks, nearly 
invisible from the street level. The ground floor of the 
courtyard is entered true some of the existing buildings. 
The courtyard  becomes a communal space that can 
be used by the current and future residents. Above this 
public area, small pods are stacked on a structure of 
columns. The stacked pods form a scape of private units, 
mixed with shared units. The columns cover all serving 
functions, such as installations, staircases and elevator 
shafts.  Between all hexagonal flower there is space left 

free to let in light and air true the superstructure. The 
building provides affordable housing by reducing the foot 
print of dwellings while maintaining high living standards. 

In 2050 Amsterdam needs to cope with over one million 
inhabitants. Nowadays it is already extremely hard for 
students, starters, seniors, young professionals and 
expats (most of them singles) to find affordable housing. 
The private-owned sector is too expensive and they 
are not eligible for the social sector. What is left, is 
the free rental sector which could not provide enough 
dwellings leading to increasing prices. The city should 
develop types of housing that makes it possible for these 
people to live in the inner city in the limited space while 
maintaining  their high living standards. 

For the new developments the new citizens which live 
on their own should be taken into account. They do not 
need large appartments, but they want their privacy and 
luxury. Communal and extra rentabele spaces could 
provide in extra needs. Like having people over for dinner, 
using the communal kitchen and a rented dining room, 
having a barbecue with some neighbours at the shared 
terraces and gardens, studying and working in a shared 
library, a bike repair shop, and- once a week a dive in 
the swimming pool. But also the public space is very 
important to them. The location is of major importance. 
They are looking for a city lifestyle with all kind of facilities 
in the direct vacinity. 

What is better to have this all for a affordable price 
between de Herengracht and the Keizersgracht?
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