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RADE

UNCTIONAL

RTISTIC & MULTI

ECREATIONAL

ENTRE FOR The Public Condenser in The Hague’s Morgenstond district is a case study in the 
multi-functionality of public architecture. It investigates the ‘multiplicity’ of a design 
in both its functions and aesthetics, and how this can be considered whole by the 
users. 

By approaching the project from a conceptual interpretation, the aim is to integrate 
a lasting ideotechnic relationship between the context and the design, as well as 
within the Public Condenser itself. Based on the project’s theoretical ‘primary’ and 
‘secondary’ qualities in regards to its context, the design aims to engage the public 
into a spatial awareness of their surroundings in a pragmatic way. 

Alvar Aalto’s architecture, and in particular the Säynätsalo Town Hall was a starting 
ground and inspiration in storyboarding architecture in such a way that the singu-
lar-materiality of the facades should be understood as the skin of the building, and 
therefore the outer layer of the body of functions - the internal functions can, by 
proxy, be identified as the organs of the Säynätsalo body - finally, leaving the court-
yard to essentially act as the lungs, allowing a breath of fresh air and life into the 
monolithic mass of the design.

By routing four distinct paths towards the design, the user is forced to witness the 
separate aesthetics of the individual functions which compose the Public Condens-
er. This conscious design decision illustrates the importance of the multi- function-
ality of the building before displaying its unity within its central courtyard; in doing 
so, the conceptual aim is to expose a reversal of the body / organ dynamic by pre-
senting the organs first, to later expose the body as a whole once within the central 
courtyard. 
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Floor and ceiling detail 
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450 mm
240 20 55 60 50 25

315 mm
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230 mm
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580 m
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75
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5

screed 60 mm

rigid insulation 30mm

floor finish

heating pipes
water proof membrane & metal mesh

Lignatur box element 300 x 200  mm

Lignatur timber width 30 mm

Mineral wool insulation 60 mm

Ceiling suspension fixing 400 mm
(available space for ventilation) 

Aluminium support profile 75 mm

Acoustic timber panel 110 x 35  mm

Acoustic fabric 5 mm

Dowel clip 

Aluminium dowel

Gypsum board 18 mm
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