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‘‘The limits of The Hague 
are reached with this plan, 

further growth after 
completion is not possible.’’ 
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Linear and regular layout

Long rectangular blocks

Uniform and parallel strips
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The Netherlands is dealing with a 
housing and liveability crisis.

Shortage of 320.000 dwellings 510.000 people poor living quality

Inbalance in housing typologies Spatial inequality increases

Existing housing stock lacking Vulnerable population is stuck

Need of 900.000 homes by 2030 The worst are under constant pressure
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Demolition

Renovation

City expansion
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Main question: 

Volkshuisvesting en Ruimtelijke Ordening
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Volkshuisvesting en Ruimtelijke Ordening

Volkshuisvesting en Ruimtelijke Ordening

Volkshuisvesting en Ruimtelijke Ordening

Volkshuisvesting en Ruimtelijke Ordening

How can densification be the catalyst 
to the improvement of liveability in 

post-war neighborhoods?
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‘’Liveability; the degree to which a place is 
suitable or good for living in’’

place + time

‘‘Liveability; the degree to which a place
is suitable or good for living in’’.
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suitable or good for living in’’

place + time

‘’Liveability; the degree to which a place is 
suitable or good for living in’’

place + time
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‘’Liveability; the degree to which a place is 
suitable or good for living in’’

place + time

Place
Time
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• Quality of dwelling

• Quality of living environment

• Greenery and playing facilities

• Presence of public amenities

• Social situation of living environment

• Loneliness

• Nuisance

• Sense of safety

• Progress and responsibility of liveability

• Recorded crimes

• Presence and proximity to amenities

• Leisure and sports facilities

• Diversity by stage of life

• Density of inhabitants

• Quality of dwellings

• Housing typologies

• Road safety

• Presence of and proximity to greenery

Perceived Supposed
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Preservation 
unbuilt spaces

Limitation of
car-use

Social urban 
vitality

Efficient energy 
usage

Reuse of existing 
urban areas

Support urban 
amenities

Strengthen local 
economy

COMPACT CITY
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Pro’sCon’s

Health

Traffic congestion

Diminishing
open space

Well-being
Climate adaption & 
renewable energy

Sustainable modes 
of transport

Variety of urban 
amenities

Increase of 
dwellings & residents

Work, labour & 
education

Shadowing

High costs of 
land and buildings
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Case studies

Welschen 7 Kanaleneiland Platensiedlung
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Mobility

Urban blocks

Open space

Diversity

Social Interaction

Human scale

Health

Break with urban fabric New mobility hierarchy Design for slow tra�c Facilitate parking

Extent onto buildingsEnclose courtyards Connect inside to outsideInteractive circulation ways

Clearly define bordersRebalance open space Place for social interaction Stimulate civic initiative
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