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For my part I know nothing with any certainty, but the sight of the stars makes 
me dream

- Vincent van Gogh
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Delft - A view from my house (Nov 5 at 01.00) - full moon
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The Hague - A street full of light (Okt 6, at 21.00)
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Nightscape

An exploration of the future for the nocturnal urban 
landscape design
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Nightscape

1. The loss of the night

2. Method + graduation process

3. Human and ecological need for 
darkness

4. Darkness corridors in The Hague

5. The dark urban landscape experience 
• Human perspective
• Bat perspective

6. Guidelines for nocturnal ecology

7. Guidelines for nocturnal human 
experience

8. The design implementations

9. Reflecting back on research question
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1
THE LOSS OF THE NIGHT
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The green layer
Ecological
Fragmentation
Less green
etc

The blue layer
Aquatic ecology
Water pollution
Flooding
etc

The brown layer
Soil ecology
Soil pollution
Drought
etc

The dark layer
Light pollution
Nocturnal ecology
Circadian rythm
etc

CONTEXT OF THE RESEARCH: THE NATURAL LAYERS OF THE CITY

Connected complexity
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https://www.martek-marine.com/blog/can-you-name-10-tools-
we-used-to-navigate-the-seas-before-ecdis/

https://unsplash.com/photos/8Hjx3GNZYeA

https://www.sci.news/biology/nocturnal-animals-stars-orienta-
tion-05775.html
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We are all astronauts on spaceship earth
(Architect Richards Buckminster Fuller, 1968)
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GLOBAL ARTIFICIAL SKY BRIGHTNESS

Falchi et al, 2016
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EUROPE BY NIGHT

Falchi et al, 2016
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(Kuipers, 2012), https://www.theatercolleges.nl/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/kuipers-totaalbeeld-e1377067947223.jpg

THE NETHERLANDS BY NIGHT

(Kuipers, 2012)
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2
METHOD + GRADUATION PROCESS
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Problem statement: There is no spatial darkness corridor and lighting strategy that contributes to 
a dark urban landscape experience that evokes awareness for the importance of darkness, while 
improving the nocturnal ecology (with the focus on bats) 

RESEARCH QUESTION: How can a new spatial darkness corridor and lighting strategy 
contribute to a dark urban landscape experience and evoke awareness for the 
importance of darkness, while improving the nocturnal ecology (with the focus on bats)
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CONTEXT OF THE TOPIC - DEVELOPMENT OF LIGHT
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CONTEXT OF THE TOPIC - THE NOCTURNAL DIALOGUE
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3
HUMAN AND ECOLOGICAL NEED FOR DARKNESS
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Image source: elenabsl/Shutterstock.com

Many negative effects of light
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4
DARKNESS CORRIDOR IN THE HAGUE
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DARKNESS CORRIDORS - REGIONAL SCALE

Image from Atelier LEK
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Potential darkness corridors

• Dark areas embrace The Hague
• Potential to reach inside 
• Dark ribbons cross the urban fabric
• Haagse Beek is an ancient landscape 
structure
• Haagse Beek: possible carrier for 
green-blue-darkness connection

Scheveningen

ZorgvlietWestduinpark

Meijendel

Haagse Bos

Haagse Beek
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REGIONAL VISION

Zorgvliet

Bosjes van Poot

Westduinpark

Scheveningen

Meijendel

Hofvijver
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LOCATION OF HAAGSE BEEK AND GREEN-BLUE-DARK CONNECTION
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5
ANALYSIS 

The Dark Urban Landscape Experience: a human 
perspective
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EFFECT OF LIGHT REACHING INSIDE DARK AREAS

Image made by author (May, 2022)
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THE EXPERIENCE OF THE AREA



Page 30

DARK URBAN LANDSCAPE EXPERIENCE COLLECTION
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3 MAIN EXPERIENCES
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ANALYSIS  
The Dark Urban Landscape Experience:

bat perspective
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6
PART 1: DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR NOCTURNAL ECOLOGY
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7
PART 2: DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR NOCTURNAL HUMAN EXPERIENCE
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Figure 3.24. Need for softer transition zone. Image From (https://www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/wegen/wegbeheer/natuur-en-milieu/verbinden-natuurgebie-
den/vleermuisvriendelijke-verlichting)
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TRANSITION ZONES FOR THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE
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8
DESIGN IMPLEMENTATIONS
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GREEN-BLUE- DARK CORRIDOR
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NEW LIGHTING ZONES/MASTERPLAN 
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INTERVENTION 1
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Current situation Desired situation

INTERVENTION 2
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THE NOCTURNAL PASSAGE ON THE BRIDGE
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Good green structure for bats 
and nocturnal life

Bosjes van Poot

INTERVENTION 3
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9
CONCLUSION AND RESEARCH QUESTION
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RESEARCH QUESTION: How can a new spatial darkness corridor and lighting strategy contribute to a dark urban 
landscape experience and evoke awareness for the importance of darkness, while improving the nocturnal ecology 
(with the focus on bats)

Developing guidelines and the implementations into a local design for The Hague, 
establishing the Green-Blue-Dark network that contributes to a dark urban landscape 
and a thriving nocturnal ecology
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In a dark time, the eye begins to see
- Theodore Roethke (1963)


