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the traditional city, where a well-organized system minimized the existence of lost spaces. the design 
of streets, squares, parks, and public spaces seamlessly integrated with individual building designs. 
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modern city form, expanding beyond its walls into open space. a new spatial structure: leaving undefined 
exterior spaces, structureless voids. 
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urban fragmentation

the modern city, now highly fragmented, their fringes extending beyond the old city walls, typically 
made up of disconnected areas of built land broken up by pieces of open space. 
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lost space

lost spaces are undesirable urban areas in need of redesign, anti-spaces that make no positive 
contribution to their surroundings or users. These spaces lack clear definition and fail to connect to 
its its adjacent elements. They exist along highways, railroad lines, and waterfronts, where major gaps 
disrupt the overall continuity of the city’s structure.
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urban fragmentation

the modern city, now highly fragmented, their fringes extending beyond the old city walls, typically 
made up of disconnected areas of built land broken up by pieces of open space. 
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massive lines of infrastructure that divide neighborhoods otherwise connected. connection at the 
large-scale creates disconnection at the community level. at brussel-noord trainstation the traintracks 
seperate two strongly disconnected neighborhoods from each other.
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friche josaphat as a lost space



friche josaphat

... ?former marshaling yard7
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friche josaphat

friche josaphat isolated from its surroundings, a fragmented open space in the spatial structure of the 
expanded city. big contrast between untouched nature and the urban surroundings. 
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friche josaphat

friche josaphat posing the duality of its isolated character: oasis or wasteland? strength or weakness?
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friche josaphat as a found space
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friche josaphat a place safely bordered off by the train tracks cutting through.
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friche josaphat a place that people should be able to enter and use: give the space a sense of purpose 
to the neighbourhood.
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friche josaphat as a collage of fragments
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give a sense of purpose to the space
to the people in brussels and those living 
around the friche

attract and invite more people in like the theatre does now

but, creating a bit of a threshold

to maintain the isolated character of the space

while entering...

moving through a transitional zone: 
from dense city to wild open friche

through social control by the 
safekeepers of the friche

making you aware of the space you are 
entering: creating a sense of value and 
respect towards this biodiverse oasis

or is a visual connection enough for you? 
... and do you continue your route

do you actually enter? 
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retain: scale and composition volumes
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construction - existing exterior walls
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construction - foundation beams
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construction - wooden laminated collumn 250x250mm
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construction - wooden laminated beam 350x60mm
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construction - stability elements
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facade  - horizontal detail 1:5

multiplex panels wall finishing

constructive  multiplex board 24mm

wall ties 500mm (heart to heart)

heylen ceramics non load bearing 
exterior masonry

air cavity 40mm 

OSB board

timberframe construction

hemp insulation

interior and exterior pavement stones
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floor facade - vertical detail 1:5

prefab kerto ripa upside down element 
(5 ribs, 360mm  height)

rubber blocks for floating top panels

wood fiber board insulation 30mm
edge insulation

floor heating fermacell 18mm (dry)

hemp wool  insulation

gravel

laminated wooden beam (main structure) 
350x60mm

timberframe construction

hemp insulation

multiplex panels wall finishing

multiplex panels windowsill finishing

wooden windowframe (openable)

HR+++ glass

constructive  multiplex board 24mm

wall ties 500mm (heart to heart)

heylen ceramics non load bearing 
exterior masonry

air cavity 40mm 

mounting frame
limestone (continues whole facade width)

steel UNP beam filled with insulation 
(for stability)

OSB board

reacting



reacting

reshape: brick facade



reacting

reshape: brick facade



reacting

reshape: brick facade



reacting

reshape: brick facade



reflecting



thank you. 
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