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“…the us-Mexican border, like most borders, was established by violence – and 
its architecture is the architecture of violence. “  

Noam Chomsky 
2005.
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Meditations on Razor Wire, Lieven De Cauter & Michiel Dehaene

Accelerated through the fear from the 
attacks of 9/11 and all what followed, the 
so called “Western Society” is construct-
ing the greatest wall ever build on this 
planet. On different building sites on all 
five inhabitable continents, walls, fences 
and high-tech border surveillance are 
under construction in order to secure the 
citizens and their high quality of life 
within this system. 
The fall of the Berlin Wall was described 
as the historical moment that marks the 
demolition of world’s last barrier 
between nation states. Yet it took the 
European Union only six years to create 
with the Schengen Agreement in 1995 a 
new division only 80km offset to the east 
of Berlin. Together with the wall in Israel, 
the US- Mexican border, the Australian 
Coast Defence and the DMZ in Korea, it 
makes part of a worldwide system that 
contains an exclusive society (14% of 
worlds population) with an average 
income of € 2.500,-/month versus the 
ones in front of the wall with an average 
income of only € 150,-/month.

Walled World

14%
of worlds population

73%
of worlds income

86%
of worlds population

27%
of worlds income

The United States–Mexico barrier
consists out of several separation barriers designed to 
prevent illegal immigration into the United States. The 3,140 
km border between the United States and Mexico traverses a 
variety of terrains, including urban areas and deserts. The 
barrier is located mainly in the urban sections of the border 
which include San Diego, California and El Paso, Texas. 
Between 1998 and 2004, 1,954 persons are officially reported 
to have died along the US-Mexico border. On May 17,2006 
the U.S. Senate approved a possible extension what could be 
600 km of triple layered-fencing and a vehicle fence.

Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands are 
integrated in the 
Schengen Zone with 
the exception of the 
Free Movement of 
Persons aquis.

future
Schengen
Border

Schengen Border 
is an agreement among European states which allows for 
common policy on the temporary entry of persons and a 
border system. A total of 26 countries – including all 
European Union states except the Republic of Ireland and 
the United Kingdom, but including non-EU members Iceland, 
Norway, and Switzerland – have signed the agreement and 
15 have implemented it so far. 
The Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom did not sign 
the Schengen Agreement but take part in the Schengen 
co-operation and use the Schengen Information System for 
law enforcement purposes. 

The Demilitarized Zone (or DMZ)
in Korea is a strip of land running across the Korean 
Peninsula that serves as a buffer zone between North and 
South Korea. The DMZ was created in the ceasefire of July 
27th 1953 and cuts the Korean Peninsula roughly in half. It is 
248 km long and approximately 4 km wide.

The West Bank barrier
is a physical barrier being constructed by Israel consisting of 
a network of fences with vehicle-barrier trenches surrounded 
by an on average 60 meters wide exclusion area and up to 8 
meters high concrete walls .
As of January 2006 the length of the barrier as approved by 
the Israeli government is 670 kilometers. Approximately 36% 
has been constructed, 25% is under construction, 20% has 
been approved but construction has not yet begun, and the 
remaining 19% awaits final approval

World’s top 50 cities with the highest “Quality of Life”

High security border zone

Future Schengen border line

Switzerland voted in 2005 for the membership to the 
Schengen community and will become “Schengen 
country” soon

The Australian Defence Force
(ADF) conducts surveillance and response operations in 
Australia's northern approaches. Since September 2001 it 
doubled the number of days Customs vessels are at sea 
and increased flying hours for surveillance aircraft by 20 
per cent.Under a proposed legislation from June 2006 all 
new boat arrivals would be transferred offshore to have 
their asylum claims processed.

The Ceuta border fence
 is a separation barrier between Morocco and the 
Autonomous City of Ceuta, in Spain. 
Construction of the €30-million razor wire barrier was 
financed by the European Union. It consists of parallel 
3-metre fences topped with barbed wire.

The Melilla border fence 
is a separation barrier between Morocco and the Spanish 
city of Melilla. The razor wire barrier cost Spain €33 million 
to construct. It consists of 11 km of parallel 3 m high fences 
topped with barbed wire. Its height is currently being doubled 
to 6 m.
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myriad of inaccessible organiZations
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infrastructure & maquiladoras



PACIFIC 
CORRIDOR

CENTRAL WESTERN 
CORRIDOR CENTRAL 

EASTERN 
CORRIDOR

ATLANTIC 
CORRIDOR

INTERSTATE 10

HIGH SPEED RAILWAY

nafta routes



Corpus Christi

Houston
San Antonio

Monterrey

Chihuahua

Tucson

Phoenix

Los Angeles

Hermosillo

El Paso / Juarez

Laredo / Nuevo Laredo

Brownsville / Matamoros

McAllen / Reynosa

Piedras Negras

Del Rio / Acuna

San Diego / Tijuana

Calexico / Mexicali

San Luis /  San Luis Rio

Nogales / Nogales

significant cities & regions



free trade Zones & border checkpoints
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new regional plan



UNITED TRANSBORDER FEDERATION



goVernment focus area’s

TZAR ‘S CABINET
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shared resources
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food stable

AGRICULTURE
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infrastructural backbone
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policital arena
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chamiZal Zone - el paso/JuareZ



the new rePresentative GovernMent of 
the border needs to rePlace the current 

orGanizations, as to centralise and oPen uP 
the Political systeMs that oversee the border.

problem statement



method

a new ParliaMent tyPoloGy which oPens uP 
and allows for the PeoPle to discuss and 

question the future of their reGion. PlacinG 
central the Public and the discussion as the 

foundation of the new systeM.
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outer rim of offices allowing daylight entry 
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