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Self-growing Communities
for Building-up Groups

Community-oriented Housing 
without Developers



Architecture must yield meaningful places, the reflection of a balance 
between an artist’s design and a human dwelling.
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Self-sufficiency



Supply and Demand



Affordability



Slums in Mumbai



Affordability





Affordable areas (m2) in Nala Sapara



 
If adequate housing is not appearing in our cities it is 
sign that something wrong with the system.



Housing system



Housing policy of slum 
redevelopment



Building up group Model Housing profit



City context



Clear urban planning

Self-growing city

Clear urban planning

Self-growing city



One space and Two worlds



-Neighborhoods' vitality

-City's messiness





Slums in Mumbai City A Homegrown Neighborhood in the 
village

Their world evokes another narrative of imagined communities, where 
conceptions of home and belonging are extended beyond geographical 
limits.



How does the Building-up Group Model accomplish a community-oriented 
housing to integrate the urban poor into the city of Mumbai ? 



Building up group model system Community design strategy



Building-up group housing system  



Housing system model without developers

SmartHoming / Germany My Life, My House/ Brazil

site & service scheme / Mumbai



Building up group model system
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 Community prototype 



Old village 



Self-growing  old village of Sopara



Structure of old village

Buildings                                                 Streets                                            Yards                           



Shared  courtyard Clusters



Small            ~ 5-10 Building units/5-20 Households            

Medium      ~ 10-20 Building units/30-60 Households

Big               ~ 20-60 building units/70-100 Households

The size of different communities



Small                       

Medium    

Big              

The  morphology of different communities’ open space



Urban strategy  





From Chawls community to Building up community









Design strategy  





Community’s open spaceBuilding units
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YardYard

  House unitsStaircase/Linking corridor

Entrance



Building-up community



Configuration of three house types for different Building-up group community



Incremental strategy





Self-growing communities


















