
1



2



Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Mathematics and Computer Science

Signals Processing
Systems
Mekelweg 4,

2628 CD Delft
The Netherlands

https://sps.ewi.tudelft.nl/

SPS-2023-00

M.Sc. Thesis

Coded Cover for Acoustic Vector Sensors

Chenyang Yan B.Sc.

Abstract

This study delves into the application of coded covers in enhancing
Acoustic Vector Sensor (AVS) performance for sound source local-
ization. We initially explored the use of a coded mask inspired by
ultrasound imaging. However, our analysis indicated that the coded
mask primarily acts as a scaling factor without substantial benefits
for direction of arrival (DOA) estimation.

In response, we investigated an alternative approach using a
larger cover with spaced channels, positioned above the AVS sen-
sor. In this setup, each channel operates independently, and their
combined acoustic outputs are analyzed upon reaching the sensor.
Importantly, the upper surface channels can be viewed as a virtual
uniform linear array (ULA), allowing the application of compressed
analysis methods.

Two distinct DOA estimation approaches were developed: the
compressive sampling (CS) method and the compressive covariance
sensing (CCS) method. Both methods were validated, showing im-
proved accuracy in angle estimation. Notably, the CCS method exhib-
ited the potential to expand the number of detectable sound sources
using a single AVS.

In summary, while the coded mask did not offer significant advan-
tages, the coded cover design, along with the CS and CCS methods,
improved DOA accuracy and extended the detection capabilities of
single AVS.





Coded Cover for Acoustic Vector Sensors

Thesis

submitted in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of

Master of Science

in

Electrical Engineering

by

Chenyang Yan B.Sc.
born in Leshan, China

This work was performed in:

Signals Processing Systems Group
Department of Microelectronics
Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Mathematics and Computer Science
Delft University of Technology



Delft University of Technology

Copyright © 2023 Signals Processing Systems Group
All rights reserved.



Delft University of Technology
Department of

Microelectronics

The undersigned hereby certify that they have read and recommend to the Faculty
of Electrical Engineering, Mathematics and Computer Science for acceptance a thesis
entitled “Coded Cover for Acoustic Vector Sensors” by Chenyang Yan B.Sc.
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Science.

Dated: 25/10/2023

Chairman:
prof.dr.ir. Geert Leus

Advisor:
dr. Dani Fernandez Comesaña

Committee Members:
dr. Geethu Joseph

dr. Nitin Meyers



iv



Abstract

This study delves into the application of coded covers in enhancing Acoustic Vector
Sensor (AVS) performance for sound source localization. We initially explored the
use of a coded mask inspired by ultrasound imaging. However, our analysis indicated
that the coded mask primarily acts as a scaling factor without substantial benefits for
direction of arrival (DOA) estimation.

In response, we investigated an alternative approach using a larger cover with spaced
channels, positioned above the AVS sensor. In this setup, each channel operates inde-
pendently, and their combined acoustic outputs are analyzed upon reaching the sensor.
Importantly, the upper surface channels can be viewed as a virtual uniform linear array
(ULA), allowing the application of compressed analysis methods.

Two distinct DOA estimation approaches were developed: the compressive sampling
(CS) method and the compressive covariance sensing (CCS) method. Both methods
were validated, showing improved accuracy in angle estimation. Notably, the CCS
method exhibited the potential to expand the number of detectable sound sources
using a single AVS.

In summary, while the coded mask did not offer significant advantages, the coded
cover design, along with the CS and CCS methods, improved DOA accuracy and ex-
tended the detection capabilities of single AVS.
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Introduction 1
Human ears possess the remarkable ability to hear sounds and determine their direction
without the need for complex systems. In a similar fashion, the acoustic vector sensor
(AVS) is capable of accomplishing the same task without requiring an excessive number
of sensor elements. Unlike the acoustic pressure sensor (APS), commonly known as a
microphone, which solely detects sound pressure, the AVS measures both the acoustic
pressure and the particle velocity. This advanced sensor eliminates the necessity for
multiple probes in traditional signal processing, significantly reducing the system’s
weight, size and cost. Even a single sensor is sufficient to determine the direction of
arrival (DOA) [3].

In practice, the acoustic vector sensors are often surrounded by a layer of protec-
tive cover. These covers can distort and attenuate the acoustic waves and reduce the
performance of the DOA measurements. However, could they also have a benefit? We
already know that in ultrasound imaging, an aberrating layer, which is a specially-made
mask, is used to encode the spatial measurement in order to provide more information
about the location of the sources. Therefore, the question is whether we can apply this
masking technique in ultrasound imaging to the acoustic vector sensor to improve the
system.

1.1 Thesis Outline

Chapter one provides a comprehensive introduction to the research, addressing its mo-
tivation and presenting an overview of the fundamental physics and signal principles
relevant to the AVS. Additionally, we explore the distinctions between the application
of a coded mask to AVS and its use in ultrasound imaging. Chapter two is dedicated
to an in-depth investigation of the impact of implementing a coded mask on the AVS
cover. Chapter three introduces an innovative cover structure designed to enhance the
AVS DOA performance. We provide a detailed examination of this novel cover and
discuss its potential for improvements in AVS DOA estimation. Chapter four shifts our
focus to practical measurements, offering insights into experimental setups and pre-
senting the results obtained from these experiments. Finally, in chapter five, we draw
our conclusions and outline potential avenues for future research.

1.2 Basics of Acoustic Vector Sensor

Acoustic particle velocity sensors are transducers capable of capturing particle velocity
in air. These transducers draw inspiration from hot-wire anemometers, where a wire
is heated by an electrical current and cools when exposed to an acoustic flow. Due to
temperature changes in the wire, its resistance varies, generating a variable electrical
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signal proportional to the incident flow. By employing two closely spaced heated wires
and measuring the temperature difference between them, it becomes possible to gauge
the acoustic particle velocity. These sensors are compact in size, enabling the placement
of three orthogonal sensors in close proximity to one another for the characterization
of the sound field’s acoustic particle velocity vector.

An acoustic vector sensor (AVS) is a device designed to measure both acoustic
pressure and particle velocity. It is created by positioning multiple transducers closely
together, comprising a combination of a microphone and three (or two) particle ve-
locity transducers. These transducers are oriented orthogonally to each other and are
typically located in three-dimensional (R3) or two-dimensional (R2) space. One such
AVS, manufactured by Microflown Technologies, is depicted in Figure 1.1a. In this
design, all the transducers are positioned on a pillar. At the top of the pillar, there
is a microphone, while three particle velocity transducers are orthogonally placed on
the sides of the pillar. Figure 1.1b provides a close-up view of the particle velocity
transducer based on the principle of the hot-wire anemometer [1] [2].

(a) Acoustic vector sensor (b) Acoustic particle velocity sensor

Figure 1.1: Acoustic vector sensor manufactured by Microflown Technologies. [1] [2]

1.2.1 Applications

In practice, the AVS and its arrays find applications in a wide range of scenarios. These
applications can span both indoor and outdoor environments, involving near-field or
far-field propagation of acoustic waves in air or underwater mediums. Depending on
the specific nature of the environment, propagation characteristics, and the medium
involved, AVS arrays have demonstrated their utility across a diverse array of fields.
These fields include, but are not limited to, automotive technology, battlefield acoustics,
underwater exploration, and many others. They are used for tasks such as sound
visualization and imaging [5], acoustic intensity and impedance measurement [6], and
sound source detection, localization, and tracking [7].
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1.2.2 Sound Wave Propagation

In the scenario of a single point source operating under free-field conditions, the pressure
at a point in space, denoted as r, due to a harmonic point source with a volume velocity
Q at the origin, can be described by the solution to the inhomogeneous Helmholtz
equation [8]:

∇2p(r) + k2p(r) = −jωρQδ(r)ejωt (1.1)

where p(r) is the complex acoustic pressure field at the point r, k is the wave number,
defined as k = ω

c
, where ω is the angular frequency and c is the speed of sound in the

medium, and ρ is the density of the medium.

The pressure at r is the solution of (1.1) and can be expressed as:

p(r) =
jωρQej(ωt−kr)

4πr
(1.2)

with

r = |r| (1.3)

The radial component of the particle velocity can be calculated from Euler’s equation
of motion:

vr(r) = − 1

jωρ

∂p(r)

∂(r)
=

jkQej(ωt−kr)

4πr

(
1 +

1

jkr

)
=

p(r)

ρc

(
1 +

1

jkr

)
(1.4)

In the context of far-field sources, the term
(
1 + 1

jkr

)
can be approximated as 1.

Consequently, we can derive a linear relationship between pressure and particle velocity
as follows:

vr(r) =
p(r)

ρc
(1.5)

Furthermore, we can define the unit vector in the direction of the source as:

u =

[
ux

uy

]
=

[
cos(θ)
sin(θ)

]
(1.6)

Here, θ represents the incident angle of the source.

The relationship between the sound pressure, denoted as p(r, t), and the acoustic
particle velocity, represented as v(r, t), at time t, can be thus described as follows:

v(r, t) = − u

ρc
p(r, t) (1.7)

where the term ρc represents the characteristic acoustic impedance of the medium.
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Figure 1.2: One 2D AVS and single source configuration in R2 [3]

1.2.3 Single AVS Measurement Model

In this section, we will elaborate on the measurement model involving a single AVS and
a solitary source situated in the far field. For the purpose of our analysis, we consider
a 2D AVS and a single-source configuration within the two-dimensional space (R2), as
shown in Fig.1.2.

The direction of a plane wave impinging on an AVS shall be parameterized in terms
of a two-dimensional (R2) spherical coordinate basis, with the azimuthal angle θ in the
range [0, 2π).

Given the linear relation between the pressure and particle velocity, a data model
for the 2-D AVS can be obtained. The measurement data at time t can be written as:

y(t) = ejk(r
Tu)

[
1
u/(ρc)

]
s(t) +

[
np(t)
nv(t)

]
︸ ︷︷ ︸

n(t)

(1.8)

In the provided expression, y(t) is a three-dimensional vector that encompasses obser-
vations from both the pressure sensor and the practical velocity sensors. The variables
s(t), np(t), and nv(t) correspond to the source signal and the additive noise compo-
nents associated with the pressure sensor and particle velocity sensors, respectively.
The exponential term represents the phase delay induced by far-field propagation. For
the sake of analytical simplicity, we assume that the AVS is located at the origin point
with r = 0, and in this case, the exponential term simplifies to 1. We also scale the
particle velocity measurements by ρc. The data model can be then expressed as [9]:

y(t) =

[
1
u

]
s(t) +

[
np(t)
nv(t)

]
(1.9)

The response vector of a single AVS is therefore:

a(θ) =

[
1
u

]
(1.10)
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1.2.4 Beam Pattern of a Single AVS

Given the measurement model in (1.9) for a single AVS with a single far-field source,
we can analyze the beam pattern. The matched filter beam pattern for this model can
be expressed as:

BAVS(θ) = |aH(θ)a(θ0)| = 1 + cos(θ) cos(θ0) + sin(θ) sin(θ0), (1.11)

where θ0 is the source direction.
Figure 1.3 represents the beam pattern of a single AVS when the source direction is

fixed at θ = 0 degrees. In fact, the beam pattern of a single AVS is also referred to as
velocity gain modulation (VGM). This modulation results in a doubled gain from the
direction of arrival, thanks to the inclusion of two additional velocity channels.

Figure 1.3: The beam pattern of a singel AVS

1.3 Comparing the Application of Coded Masks in AVS and
Ultrasound Imaging

Ultrasound imaging primarily focuses on reconstructing an image by estimating the
reflection coefficient from the available data. This involves solving an inverse prob-
lem, often using methods like least squares estimation [10]. On the other hand, AVS
sensors are designed to estimate the direction of arrival of sound sources, which is a
parameter estimation problem. These differing objectives result in variations in sensor
configuration, signal processing techniques, and algorithms employed.
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Furthermore, it is important to note that ultrasound sensors operate as active sys-
tems, emitting regular pulses of ultrasound waves. They function as both transmitters
and receivers, allowing for the measurement of reflected signals [10] [4]. In contrast,
AVS sensors operate as passive systems and do not transmit any signals. They solely
act as receivers, detecting and measuring the acoustic pressure and particle velocity
from the surrounding environment. This distinction in functionality means that in
AVS sensor applications, it is not possible to rotate or translate the coded mask to
obtain additional measurements with different spatial resolution. This is because the
source signal changes over time and hence the source signal is not the same for two
consecutive measurements.

Table 1.1: Comparison of Coded Mask Applications in Ultrasound Imaging and AVS

Name System type Channel number Purpose Problem
Type

Movable

Coded

Mask

Ultrasound Imaging Active system 1 Image
recovery

Inverse
problem

Yes

DOA with AVS Sensor Passive system 3 (2-D case) Angle
estima-
tion

Parameter
estima-
tion

No
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Applying Coded Mask to AVS
Sensor DOA Estimation 2
The coded mask employed in ultrasound imaging involves the placement of a thin
plastic film in front of the ultrasound sensor. In this chapter, we explore the potential
effectiveness of a similar coded mask when used with acoustic vector sensors (AVS). In
ultrasound imaging, an ultrasonic wave is transmitted and received through a simple
plastic coding mask. However, in the DOA estimation of an AVS, we only consider a
reception through the code mask.

We begin by introducing the coded mask model adopted from ultrasound imaging.
Subsequently, we conduct a comparative analysis of the performance of a single AVS
with the mask and without the mask. In this analysis, we assume the presence of a
single AVS and a single source, evaluating their respective capabilities in direction of
arrival (DOA) estimation. Furthermore, we substantiate our findings through beam
pattern analysis and an assessment of the Cramér-Rao bound for both methods.

2.1 Coded Mask Model

In ultrasound imaging, a coded mask is a plastic material placed over a sensor to modify
its response characteristics. This modification is accomplished by varying the mask’s
thickness, which, in turn, impacts the time it takes for ultrasound waves to traverse it.
This thickness variation introduces angle-dependent effects into the imaging process.
In this section, we introduce the coded mask model, and in the following sections, we
apply this model, borrowed from ultrasound imaging, to evaluate its impact on a single
AVS.

In ultrasound imaging, we begin by dividing the mask’s surface into small patches
along the horizontal dimension. Each of these discrete points represents an individual
sensor channel. For each channel, we introduce delays to the source signal, taking into
account the thickness of the mask at that specific point and the speed of sound within
the mask. Essentially, we assume that each channel receives the pulse-echo wave field
at the interface between the mask and the medium as its input. The acoustic field then
independently propagates through each channel before reaching the transducer. Each
channel introduces a delay to the incident wavefield, and we approximate the spatial
integration across the transducer surface by summing all delayed channel signals, as
illustrated in Figure 2.1 [4].

Mathematically, we assume that there is a phase delay as the sound wave passes
through each patch. From a mathematical perspective, the model for the i-th patch of
the mask in the frequency domain can be expressed as follows:

dm(ω) = e−j2ωτm (2.1)

where τi represents the phase delay caused by the wavelength traveling through the

7



(a) The signal model of the coded mask. (b) The physical model of the coded mask.

Figure 2.1: The physical model and signal model of the coded mask for ultrasound imaging
[4].

i-th patch. It is calculated as the thickness of the mask divided by the velocity of the
acoustic wave in the coded mask.

2.2 Measurement Model

In this section, we present a mathematical model in the time domain similar to ultra-
sound to depict the utilization of a coded mask with a single AVS in the presence of a
single source. The coded mask is divided into M patches. At each patch, we consider a
unique phase delay dm determined by the sound velocity in the mask and the length of
the patch. Additionally, we denote rm as the position of the entry of the m-th patch,
and the phase delay caused by the far-field propagation from the source to the entry

of the m-th patch as ejk(r
T
mu). The received signal following the m-th patch can be

described using the following equations:

ym(t) = dm(ω)e
jk(rTmu)

[
1
u

]
s(t) (2.2)

The acoustic vector sensor gathers signals from these M patches and calculates their
summation. To ensure a fair comparison with a single AVS, we compute the average
across the M channels:

y(t) =
1

M

M∑
i=1

yi(t) =
1

M

(
M∑
i=1

e−jωτiejk(r
T
i u)

)[
1
u

]
s(t) +

[
np(t)
nv(t)

]
(2.3)

In this equation, y(t) represents the overall received signal. np(t) and nv(t) are
assumed to be independent of the source’s direction and unaffected by the presence of
the coded mask.

Furthermore, we define the overall effect of the coded mask as k(θ), and the manifold
after the application of the coded mask as h(θ):

8



h(θ) = k(θ)a(θ) (2.4)

k(θ) =
1

M

M∑
i=1

e−jωτiejk(p
T
i u) (2.5)

It is apparent that the effect of the coded mask is a scaling operation. This scaling
effect is determined by the direction of the source signal. Notably, 0 ≤ |k(θ)| ≤ 1 due
to the fact that the phase delays of each patch can either reinforce or attenuate each
other when averaged. Consequently, unless all the phase delays can constructively add
up, the overall norm of the combined signal cannot exceed 1.

In case of a scenario with N sources located in the directions pointed by the unit
vectors u1u2 . . .uN. The measurement model is:

y(t) =
[
h (θ1) h (θ2) . . . h (θN)

]


s1(t)
s2(t)
·
·
·

sN(t)

+ n(t)

= H(θ)s(t) + n(t)

(2.6)

where θ =
[
θ1 θ2 . . . θN

]
collects the angle of the N sources.

2.3 Beam Pattern of the AVS Sensor with a Coded Mask

Using the measurement model in (2.3) for a single AVS with a coding mask and a single
far-field source, we can examine the beam pattern. The matched filter beam pattern
for this model can be expressed as:

B =
∣∣hH (θ)h0(θ)

∣∣ = ∣∣∣k (θ)H k(θ0)
∣∣∣ ∣∣∣a (θ)H a(θ0)

∣∣∣ = ∣∣∣k (θ)H k(θ0)
∣∣∣BAV S (2.7)

In this equation, we’ve set θ0 as a constant, and θ ranges from −π
2
to π

2
. Here,

BAVS(θ) represents the beam pattern of a single AVS in the absence of the coded mask.
Figure 2.2 illustrates the beam pattern of a single AVS with and without the coded

mask, with θ0 fixed at 0 degrees. It’s evident that the mask alters the shape of the
beam pattern and reduces the received signal-to-noise ratio.

2.4 Performance Study Using MUSIC Algorithm

The MUSIC algorithm is a popular method used in array signal processing for DOA
estimation. It’s particularly effective when dealing with scenarios where there are mul-
tiple sources of signals and one needs to identify the angles from which these signals
are arriving.
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Figure 2.2: The beam pattern of a single AVS and a single AVS with the coded mask, with
θ0 fixed at 0 degrees.

At its core, MUSIC relies on the idea of exploiting the orthogonality between the
signal subspace (spanned by the signal vectors) and the noise subspace (spanned by
the noise vectors). By doing so, it’s capable of distinguishing signal sources from
background noise, even in situations where the signals are weak compared to the noise.

The algorithm calculates a spatial spectrum, often called the MUSIC spectrum,
that represents the likelihood of a signal originating from a particular direction. Peaks
in this spectrum correspond to the angles at which signals are arriving, making it a
powerful tool for DOA estimation [11].

As previously mentioned, the coded mask disrupts the shape of the beam pattern,
rendering the traditional matched filter ineffective. However, the MUSIC algorithm
relies on the orthogonality between the signal subspace and noise subspace, which
remains valid in this scenario. Therefore, in this study, we employ the MUSIC algorithm
to compare the performance of both the single AVS and the single AVS with the coded
mask.

The covariance matrix Ry of y(t) in (2.6) can be expressed as:

Ry = H(θ)RsH(θ)H + σ2
nI3 = Us

(
Λs + σ2

s IN
)
UH

s +Un

(
σ2
nI3−N

)
UH

n (2.8)

In the context of the MUSIC algorithm, the relevant mathematical notations and
variables are as follows: N is the number of sources, σ2

s denotes the signal power, σ2
n

denotes the noise power, Us and Un collect the orthogonal basis vectors associated
with the signal and noise subspace, respectively.

The MUSIC algorithm evaluates the spatial spectrum at the angle θ using the
following expression:

10



JMUSIC(θ) =
|UH

nh(θ)|2

|h(θ)|2
=

h(θ)HUnU
H
nh(θ)

h(θ)Hh(θ)
(2.9)

In practice, the N lowest local minima in this graph indicate the directions of the N
sound sources. When graphing this data, we often plot the inverse of JMUSIC(θ) and
search for the N local maxima.

Figure 2.3 illustrates the performance comparison of the MUSIC algorithm between
a single AVS with and without a coded mask. It can be observed from the figure that
in the presence of only one source, a single AVS with and without a coded mask have
nearly identical performance. This similarity arises because the coded mask is primarily
considered as a scaling effect in this scenario.

Figure 2.3: MUSIC performance comparison of a single AVS with and without a coded mask
in the presence of a single source.

The above simulation results on DOA estimation indicates that the coded mask in
ultrasound imaging does not offer a benefit in the application of AVS. This observation
is further substantiated in the subsequent section through the verification using the
Cramér-Rao Lower bound.

2.5 Cramér-Rao Lower Bound on DOA Estimation

The Cramér-Rao lower bound (CRLB) is a fundamental concept in statistical estima-
tion theory. It serves as a lower limit on the variance of any unbiased estimator for a
parameter. In the context of DOA estimation for acoustic sensors, the CRLB quanti-
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fies the best achievable precision in estimating the DOA of a source signal given the
available information and the inherent noise in the measurements.

The covariance matrix of a single source and a single AVS with coded mask in R2

with θ being the angle can be expressed as:

Ry = h(θ)hH(θ)σs + σ2
nI3 (2.10)

Based on [12] and Equation (2.10), with unknown parameters grouped as γ =

[θ, σs, σn]
T, the CRLB on the DOA parameter of a single AVS with a coded mask and

a single source can be expressed as:

CRBmask(θ) =
σ2

2L

(|h(θ)|2σ2
s + σ2

n)

|h(θ)|2σ4
s

{
Re
[(
d(θ)HΠcd(θ)

)T]}−1

(2.11)

where Πc = I3 − h(θ)h(θ)H/|h(θ)|2 represents the projection matrix onto the noise
subspace, and d(θ) = ∂h(θ)/∂θ is the derivative of the array manifold vector h(θ) with
respect to θ. The parameters σ2

n and σ2
s represent the noise power and the source power,

respectively. The variable L corresponds to the number of snapshots, which refers to
the number of independent measurements used for DOA estimation.

Furthermore Πc = I3 − h(θ)h(θ)H/|h(θ)|2 and d(θ) is given by:

d(θ) =
∂h(θ)

∂θ
=

∂(k(θ)a(θ))

∂θ
=

∂k(θ)

∂θ
a(θ) +

∂a(θ)

∂θ
k(θ), (2.12)

and d(θ)HΠcd(θ) is calculated as:

d(θ)HΠcd(θ) = d(θ)Hd(θ)− d(θ)Hh(θ)h(θ)Hd(θ)

|h(θ)|2
= d(θ)Hd(θ)− d(θ)Ha(θ)a(θ)Hd(θ)

|a(θ)|2
(2.13)

Simplifying (2.13) further, we find that d(θ)HΠcd(θ) with a cover is k(θ)2 times greater
than for a single AVS without a cover:

d(θ)HΠcd(θ) =
k(θ)2(∂a(θ)

∂θ
)Ha(θ)a(θ)H ∂a(θ)

∂θ

|a(θ)|2
− k(θ)2(

∂a(θ)

∂θ
)H

∂a(θ)

∂θ
(2.14)

Now we can derive the expression of the Cramér-Rao Bound (CRLB) on the DOA
parameter of a single AVS with a coded mask and a single source:

CRBmask(θ) =
σ2

2Lσ2
s

(
1 +

σ2

|a(θ)|2σ2
s

)
= CRBAVS(θ) (2.15)

where CRBAVS refers to the CRLB on the DOA parameter of a single AVS with a single
source without a coded mask, which has been derived in [3]. It turns out that the CRLB
on the DOA parameter for a single AVS and a single source remains unchanged when we
apply the coded mask. The relationship between the CRLB and the SNR is illustrated
in Figure 2.4, indicating that the CRLB decreases as the SNR increases, and a coded
mask does not impact the CRLB of a single source.
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Figure 2.4: CRLB comparison of a single AVS and a single AVS with coded mask.

2.6 Conclusion

In this chapter, our primary objective is to explore the feasibility of adapting a coded
mask originally designed for ultrasound imaging to enhance the performance of a single
AVS for DOA estimation.

Our analysis of this new model includes an examination of the beam pattern, the
results obtained through the MUSIC algorithm, and the CRLB. Surprisingly, our find-
ings indicate that this new model with the coded mask does not offer any benefits for
DOA estimation. This can be attributed to the fact that the mask functions primarily
as a scalar in the measurement process.

To address this limitation, the next chapter will introduce an innovative design for
the mask cover, which aims to overcome these challenges and potentially enhance the
capabilities of the AVS system.
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Applying a Novel Coded Cover
to AVS Sensor DOA
Estimation 3
As discussed in the previous chapter, the application of the current coded mask model
used in ultrasound imaging only results in a scaling effect when it comes to AVS sensor
DOA estimation. It does not offer any significant benefits in terms of DOA estimation
accuracy.

In this chapter, we present an innovative design for the AVS cover. This novel design
is aimed at improving DOA estimation performance when using just one AVS sensor.
Furthermore, by using the right processing, the upper limit of detectable signal sources
by the AVS can be extended using the proposed cover for the AVS.

3.1 A Novel AVS Coded Cover

In this section, I will first explain the structure of this novel cover. Then based on
the structure, I derive a physical propagation model of this cover. At last, the signal
measurement model can be obtained.

3.1.1 Structure of the Novel Cover

Compared to the compact coded mask that is typically placed directly over the sensor,
our coded cover has a relatively larger size, extending beyond the dimensions of the
AVS. On this cover, we have integrated multiple channels of varying lengths to facilitate
independent sound propagation. Our method entails the creation of these channels,
each with a different length, ensuring that sound can pass through them independently
while maintaining a consistent sound speed. This approach differs from the coded mask
technique, where sound propagation is manipulated differently [10].

Another significant departure from the coded mask methodology lies in the orienta-
tion of our cover. We place the irregular side of the coded cover facing the AVS sensor,
while the regular side faces the direction of the sound source. This arrangement allows
us to utilize the channel entrances as a virtual ULA on top of the cover for compressive
sensing purposes.

Additionally, we assume that at the outlet of each channel, the sound is re-emitted
in the form of a point source to the location of the AVS sensor. This is different from
the preview chapter, where we only consider the reception through a mask and not the
transmission from the mask to the sensor. A physical propagation model of this cover
can be seen in Figure. 3.1.

As depicted in Figure.3.1, there is a point source in the far-field, causing a plane
wave to propagate from the source towards the upper side of the cover. As the wave
reaches the cover, it passes through each channel independently. At the exit of each
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channel, we assume the presence of another point source, and the sound propagates to
the position of the AVS in the near field.

In this innovative cover scenario, the AVS sensor receives signals from each hy-
pothetical point source, corresponding to the exit of each channel beneath the cover.
Consequently, with this cover design, assuming the entrance above the cover forms
a linear ULA, the cover essentially compresses the data from a virtual ULA into a
three-channel 2D AVS, enabling a compressive analysis approach.

We assume there are a total of M patches in the cover. We use rm to represent the
distance from the source to the entry of the m-th patch. The length of the m-th patch
is dm, and the distance between the exit of the m-th patch and the position of the AVS
is Lm. The angle of incidence at the m-th exit is ϕm. The configuration of the coded
mask is illustrated in Figure 3.2.

Figure 3.1: A physical model of the AVS: a single point source is placed in the far-field.
Plane waves approach the patches and propagate independently. After passing through the
channels, sound waves propagate in the near-field to the position of the AVS.
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Figure 3.2: The AVS Configuration Model: outside the cover, rm represents the distance from
the source to the entry of the m-th channel. Within the cover, there are M patches, each
characterized by its specific length dm, its gap between the exit of the m-th patch and the
AVS position Lm, and its incident angle at the m-th exit, denoted as θm.

3.1.2 Physical propagation model

In Section 1.2.2, we covered the fundamental principles of sound propagation originating
from a single point source. Now, we will proceed to formulate the propagation model
while considering the presence of a coded cover.

During the initial phase of sound propagation, we will focus on far-field propagation
and only consider the phase delay within each channel. Let’s concentrate on a specific
channel denoted by m. The pressure at the exit of the m-th patch can be expressed as:

p̃m(t) =
jωρQ

4πr
ej[ωt−k(r+dm)] (3.1)

where r is the distance from the source to the reference channel. As we assume a
far-field source, the attenuation can be considered to be equal for all the channels.
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Upon exiting each channel, we treat the exit of each channel as a distinct point
source with a unique volume velocity Qm, which is computed as follows:

Qm =
|p̃m(t)|Am

ρc
(3.2)

Am represents the cross-sectional area of the m-th patch.
By substituting the newly calculated Qm and the distance between the exist of the

m-th patch and the AVS, Lm, into (1.2), we can derive the sound pressure at the AVS
through the m-th channel as:

pm(t) =
kQωρej[ωt−k(dm+Lm)]Am

(4π)2Lmr
(3.3)

This equation reveals that the complex pressure received from the m-th channel
encompasses both a geometric pressure distribution and a phase delay attributable to
the total length of the channel.

Now, we can calculate the radial component of the particle velocity at the AVS
through the m-th channel:

um(t) =
pm(t)

ρc
(3.4)

Finally, we can decompose the particle velocity into its x and y components:

ux,m(t) = um(t) cos(θm)

uy,m(t) = um(t) sin(θm)
(3.5)

3.1.3 Element Space Measurement Model

Based on the structure of the AVS cover and the physical model described in Sections
3.1.1 and 3.1.2, in this section, we derive the element space measurement model of a
single AVS with this novel cover.

As shown in (3.3) and (3.5), the received pressure at the position of the AVS is
composed of a geometric pressure distribution and a phase delay and the received
particle velocity can be decompose into its x and y components. If a source signal s(t)
is transmitted, the overall received signal from the m-th patch at the position of the
AVS will be denoted by:

ym(t) =

βe−j2πf(Lm+dm
c )ejkrmu(θ)

 1
cos (ϕm)
sin (ϕm)

 s(t)

Lm

(3.6)

where rm is the position of the entry of the m-th patch, β is a normalization term
related to the frequency and the volume velocity of the far-field source and can be
considered as 1 if we implicitly adapt the noise variance accordingly. Besides, it is
important to specifically emphasize the difference between θ and ϕm. The first term
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indicates the direction of the single source and the second term indicates the direction
of the m-th virtual point source exiting the cover.

The received signal at the AVS is a summation of all the signals coming from M
channels and can be expressed as:

y(t) =
M∑

m=1

ym(t) =
M∑

m=1


e−j2πf(Lm+dm

c )ejkrmu(θ)

 1
cos (ϕm)
sin (ϕm)


Lm

 s(t) + n(t) (3.7)

The term ejkrmu(θ) is actually a phase delay caused by the spacing of the total M
holes on the upper side of the cover. Since those five holes are equally spaced, we can
assume them as a virtual ULA, and the array response of this virtual ULA can be
expressed in a vector form:

h(θ) =


ejkr

⊤
1 u(θ)

ejkr
⊤
2 u(θ)

...

ejkr
⊤
Mu(θ)

 =


1

ej2π∆sin(θ)

...
ej2(M−1)π∆sin(θ)

 (3.8)

where ∆ is the spacing between the holes in wavelengths.
Besides, we can also define a compression matrix Φ, which contains the effect going

from M holes on the upper side of the cover to the three probes on the 2D AVS, which
can be expressed as:

Φ =

[
e−j2πf

(L1+d1)
c a(ϕ1)

L1

e−j2πf
(L2+d2)

c a(ϕ2)

L2

. . .
e−j2πf

(LM+dM )

c a(ϕM)

LM

]
(3.9)

where c is the sound velocity in the air and a(ϕm) =

[
1
u(ϕm)

]
. Alternatively, (3.7)

can be expressed in a more concise form:

y(t) = Φh(θ)s(t) + n(t) (3.10)

In this equation, Φ is a 3×M matrix that describes the compressive process of the
cover. It is now evident that the cover functions as a compressive sampler, compressing
the M receivers on the virtual ULA into three probe measurements on the AVS.

We can also define the response vector of the whole propagation as a 3 × 1 vector
b:

b(θ) = Φh(θ) (3.11)
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Then the measurement at the AVS will become:

y(t) = b(θ)s(t) + n(t) (3.12)

Now we extend the discussion to a scenario with N sources located in the directions
pointed by the unit vectors u1u2 . . .uN. For this configuration, the measurement model
of the AVS is:

y(t) =
[
b(θ1) b(θ2) . . . b(θN)

]


s1(t)
s2(t)
·
·
·

sN(t)

+ n(t)

= B(θ)s(t) + n(t)

(3.13)

where θ =
[
θ1 θ2 . . . θN

]
collects the angles of the N sources.

Until now, we have considered the element-space measurement model at a given
time instance. Let’s assume we have L samples of data. Then, (3.13) can be modified
as:

Y =
[
b(θ1) b(θ2) . . . b(θN)

]


s1(1) s1(2) . . . s1(L)
s2(1) s2(2) . . . s2(L)
· · . . . ·
· · . . . ·
· · . . . ·

sN(1) sN(2) . . . sN(L)

+N

= B(θ)S+N

(3.14)

3.1.4 Covariance Measurement Model

In this section we extend the AVS array measurement model to the covariance do-
main. For this we assume that both s(t) and n(t) are independent and identically
distributed (i.i.d.), zero-mean, circularly symmetric complex processes. Based on these
assumptions, the covariance matrix, Ry, of the measurement data described in (3.14)
is evaluated as:

Ry = E
[
y(t)y(t)H

]
= B(θ)RsB(θ)H +Rn (3.15)

where Rs and Rn are covariance matrices defined respectively by:

Rs = E
[
s(t)s(t)H

]
= σ2

sIM (3.16)

Rn = E
[
n(t)n(t)H

]
= σ2

nI3 (3.17)

Alternatively, we can also write B(θ) as a multiplication of the compression matrix
Φ and the array response of the virtual ULA:

B(θ) = ΦH(θ) (3.18)
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with,
H(θ) =

[
h (θ1) h (θ2) . . . h (θN)

]
(3.19)

In this case, the measurement covariance matrix in (3.15) can be written as:

Ry = E
[
y(t)y(t)H

]
= ΦH(θ)RsH(θ)HΦH +Rn (3.20)

Furthermore, we define Rx = H(θ)RsH(θ)H as the covariance measurement at the
virtual ULA. The covariance measurement of the AVS can then also be expressed as:

Ry = ΦRxΦ
H (3.21)

It is now evident that by introducing the AVS cover, we also compress the M ×M
covariance matrix of the virtual ULA into a 3×3 covariance matrix of the three probes
of the AVS. Besides Rx has a Toeplitz structure which will be useful when discussing
DOA estimation.

3.2 DOA Estimation Using the Compressive Sampling
Method

In this research, we propose two DOA methods using the AVS cover. The first method
is called the compressed-sampling-based method, which incorporates the compressed
data at the AVS to perform DOA estimation. In this section, I will provide a brief
introduction to the compressive sampling (CS) method and explain how to apply it to
DOA estimation with a cover.

3.2.1 Compressive Sampling

Compressive sampling (CS) is a method for acquisition of sparse signals and recon-
struction from compressed measurements [13]. CS theory asserts that one can recover
certain signals and images from far fewer samples or measurements than traditional
methods use. To make this possible, CS theory is founded on two fundamental prin-
ciples: sparsity and incoherence, which enable the recovery of signals and images from
significantly fewer samples or measurements compared to traditional methods [14] [15].

Our cover works as a compressive sampling in the spatial domain, which compresses
or transforms the virtual ULA into an AVS of a much smaller number of sensors. How-
ever, instead of CS based reconstruction methods, we apply MUSIC estimation on the
compressed data for the DOA task. This is because traditional CS reconstruction based
methods usually involve iterative algorithms with high complexity [16] and related re-
search has already shown that an angle-spectrum-based method such as MUSIC and
MVDR perform reasonably well compared to a CS reconstruction approach [17] [18].

3.2.2 Compressed-sampling-based DOA Estimation

In this scenario, we utilize a covariance matrix derived from the compressed data. Be-
cause we have a perfect knowledge of the AVS cover’s propagation model, we can apply
various covariance-based DOA estimation methods, including the MUSIC algorithm
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and the MVDR algorithm. For our purposes, we will focus on using the MUSIC algo-
rithm for DOA estimation. It’s worth noting that there are examples of applying the
CS MVDR method in literature, as demonstrated in [19].

Based on the compressive measurement of (3.15), we perform an eigenvalue decom-
position:

Ry = B(θ)RsB(θ)H +Rn = Us

(
Λs + σ2IN

)
UH

s +Un

(
σ2
nI3−N

)
UH

n (3.22)

Here, we assume that the source number is N < 3. The CS MUSIC spectrum can be
expressed as follows:

JMUSIC(θ) =

∣∣UH
nb(θ)

∣∣2
|b(θ)|2

=
b(θ)HUnU

H
nb(θ)

b(θ)Hb(θ)
(3.23)

Simulations were conducted to evaluate the performance of this method. Initially,
a single source was placed at a 30-degree angle and additional white noise was intro-
duced at the AVS. The virtual ULA was configured with 5 elements. A total of 1000
independent simulations were executed, and the mean square errors were compared.
The results, showcasing the performance of the MUSIC algorithm with and without a
cover for a single AVS, can be observed in Figure 3.3.

Figure 3.3: Simulation results for angle estimation with and without cover: a single source
is placed at a 30-degree angle. The performance of the MUSIC algorithm is compared at
different SNRs. The AVS with a cover demonstrates a significant improvement in angle
estimation accuracy.

Figure 3.3 illustrates that a single AVS with the cover consistently outperforms the
uncovered AVS across varying SNRs, with the mean square error consistently reaching
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zero. This suggests that with the cover, we can achieve highly accurate DOA estimation
even in very low SNR conditions. It’s important to note that the SNR used here is a
received SNR and can be defined as:

SNR = 10 log10

(
E[|y(t)|2]
E[|n(t)|2]

)
(3.24)

However, we still had concerns about whether this cover design could provide benefits
across the entire range of angles of interest. To investigate this further, we conducted
another simulation where the angle of the source was scanned through the entire range
of angles, and the SNR was fixed at -5 dB. The results of this simulation are depicted
in Figure 3.4. The simulation results shows that the AVS with cover has a better
performance over the whole range of angles.

Figure 3.4: Simulation results for angle estimation across the entire range of angles: a single
source is scanned across angles, and the SNR is set to -5 dB. The performance of the AVS
with the cover outperforms a single AVS across the entire range of angles.

To understand why the AVS with a cover can achieve better performance, let’s
examine the cross-correlation between angles for the case of a single AVS with and
without a cover. Figure 3.5 shows the cross-correlation for a single AVS with and
without a cover.
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(a) Cross-correlation between angles in the case of
a single AVS.

(b) Cross-correlation between angles in the case of
a single AVS with cover.

Figure 3.5: Comparison of cross-correlation between angles in the presence and absence of
the cover: it is observed that the presence of a cover significantly reduce the cross-correlation
between angles. In other words, the cover helps improve the spatial resolution.

As depicted in Figure 3.5, the cross-correlation between angles with the cover (Fig-
ure 3.5b) is notably lower than the cross-correlation between angles without the cover
(Figure 3.5a). This signifies that the cover provides a significantly more distinct spatial
response from different angles, resulting in a substantial improvement in spatial reso-
lution and more accurate DOA estimation. This enhancement in spatial resolution is
also evident in the MUSIC spectrum. Figure 3.6 illustrates the MUSIC spectrum at
SNR = −5 with and without the cover. It is evident that the presence of an AVS cover
leads to a much sharper peak in the MUSIC spectrum, indicating an improvement in
spatial resolution.
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Figure 3.6: MUSIC Spectrum with a single source at 30-degree: the presence of an AVS cover
results in a sharper peak, signifying an improvement in spatial resolution.

3.3 DOA Estimation Using the Compressive Covariance Sens-
ing Method

In addition to directly utilizing the compressed data, second-order statistics such as
covariance and power spectrum can also be effectively compressed and used for recon-
struction. This approach is commonly referred to as the compressive covariance sensing
(CCS) Method [20]. In the following section, we will provide an in-depth exploration
of the CCS Method and demonstrate its application in the context of DOA estimation
with an AVS cover

3.3.1 Compressive Covariance Sensing

The CCS method utilizes the compressed data and its corresponding steering vector
for DOA estimation. In contrast, the CCS method is primarily concerned with the
reconstruction of second-order statistics, including covariance and power spectrum.
Unlike the CS Method, which necessitates a sparse original signal, CCS aims to recover
the second-order statistics of a signal from the compressed signal without any sparsity
constraints. However, CCS does not recover the original signal itself [21].

CCS operates in two key phases: 1. Compression Phase: in this stage, it subsam-
ples an original signal, resulting in a set of compressed samples. 2. Recovery Phase:
following compression, the CCS method employs a recovery algorithm to reconstruct
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the covariance of the original signal from the compressed data [22].
The compression process can be mathematically modeled as an under-determined

system. This under-determined problem is subsequently transformed into an over-
determined problem by assuming specific structures for the original covariance matrix,
such as Toeplitz or circulant matrices [23]. With this transformed over-determined
model, the covariance matrix can be accurately reconstructed using a least squares
(LS) method. Because many signal processing techniques are based on second-order
statistics, CCS has been used in many applications such as power spectrum estimation,
wideband cognitive radio, and DOA estimation [22].

3.3.2 Virtual ULA Covariance Estimation and Compression Limits Study

As discussed in the last section, the specific structure of the covariance matrix will
decide how much compression we can achieve. Therefore, in the case of (3.21), we need
to first determine the structure of the covariance matrix Rx of the virtual array.

Since Rx is a positive semi-definite HT matrix, it’s reasonable to assume that it
belongs to a specific region defined by positive semi-definite matrices and the subspace
spanned by a group of HT matrices. We refer to one of these subspaces as the standard
Toeplitz basis, represented as:

ST = {Σ0,Σ1, . . . ,Σ2M−2} = {IM} ∪ {T1, . . . ,TM−1} ∪
{
T̃1, . . . , T̃M−1

}
(3.25)

Where Tm denotes the HT matrix with all zeros except for the entries on the diagonals
+m and −m, which have ones, and T̃m represents the HT matrix with all zeros except
for the entries on the diagonal +m, which have the imaginary unit J , and those on the
diagonal −m, which have −J . This subspace essentially captures our prior knowledge,
and the smaller its size, the greater the potential for achieving compression [24].

With this covariance subspace, we can decompose the covariance matrix Rx into a
linear combination:

Rx =
2M−2∑
m=0

αmΣm = α0IM +
M−1∑
m=1

(αmTm + αm+M−1T̃m+M−1) (3.26)

Since ST is a linearly independent set of matrices, then the following conduction
should hold:

2M−2∑
m=0

αmΣm =
2M−2∑
m=0

βmΣm ⇒ αm = βm ∀m (3.27)

In this case, ST should be a basis for the covariance subspace and a covariance matrix
can be uniquely decomposed by the basis of the subspace. Consequently, knowing αs

is equal to knowing the covariance matrix Rx.
The covariance matrix of the AVS measurements is related with the covariance

matrix of the virtual ULA by (3.21). As a result, we can also decompose Ry as:

Ry = ΦRxΦ
H =

2M−2∑
m=0

αmΣ̄m, where Σ̄m = ΦΣmΦ
H (3.28)
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Σ̄m belongs to a set of matrices:

S =
{
Σ̄0, Σ̄1, . . . , Σ̄2M−2

}
⊂ C3×3 (3.29)

The set S is an extension of the covariance basis S. While the matrices in S are Hermi-
tian, they do not have a general Toeplitz structure. If the compression operation retains
all relevant information, then S remains linearly independent. Knowing S is essentially
equivalent to knowing the αs values, which, in turn, equates to knowing αs. On the
contrary, if the compression is too severe and causes a loss of linear independence, then
certain second-order information regarding Rx cannot be retrieved.

Therefore, in practice, we would like to use the sampler, or the compression matrix
Φ that is able to preserve all the second-order statistical information of x and this kind
of samplers are called a S-covariance sampler.

The connection between the covariance basis S and the expanded basis S is de-
scribed in (3.30), while the link between the covariances is demonstrated in (3.31). The
function ϕ plays a crucial role in this process, as it transforms the covariance measure-
ments from the virtual ULA into the corresponding covariance measurements obtained
from the AVS probes.

Span(ST )
ϕ−→ Span(S) (3.30)

Ry
ϕ−→ ϕ(Rx) = ΦΣΦH (3.31)

As outlined in [24], a matrix Φ defines an S-covariance sampler if the associated
function ϕ is invertible. Considering that the covariance matrix Rx is an M × M
Hermitian Toeplitz (HT) matrix, when we refer to (3.21), there will be a total of 2M−1
unknowns on the right side. Conversely, Ry is a Hermitian matrix, which implies there
are 9 known values on the right side. To maintain the invertibility of the function ϕ,
the maximum value for M should be constrained to 5, which means that we can at
most estimate 4 sources with the cocver. Under this constraint, the compression ratio,
denoted as ρ, can be defined as follows:

ρ =
3

M
(3.32)

Once known thatΦ is a S-covariance sampler, we can estimate the covariance matrix
Rx by estimating the coefficients αs first. The following cost function will be used to
estimate the αs’s:

α̂ = min
α

∥∥∥∥∥Ry −
M−1∑
m=0

ΦαmΣmΦ
H

∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

(3.33)

α = [α1 α2 . . . αM ]T. To minimize this cost function, several algorithms can be
employed, including methods such as least squares (LS) estimation, convex optimiza-
tion, and maximum likelihood (ML) estimation, as described in [23] and [25]. After

estimating αs’s, R̂x can be obtained using (3.26).
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3.3.3 Compressive-Covariance-based DOA Estimation

In CCS-based DOA Estimation, our first task is to estimate the semi-definite Hermitian
Toeplitz (HT) covariance matrixRx. To gauge the accuracy of our estimated covariance

matrix R̂x in comparison to the true covariance matrix Rx of the virtual ULA, we
employ the normalized correlation coefficient:

ρc = vec(Rx)
H vec(R̂x)/

(
∥Rx∥F∥R̂x∥F

)
(3.34)

The normalized correlation coefficient ρc quantifies the proximity of the estimated
covariance matrix to the true covariance. A value closer to 1 indicates a more accurate
estimation.

Once the covariance matrix Rx is estimated, we can apply various covariance-based
DOA methods for angle estimation. One such method is the MUSIC algorithm. This
involves performing an eigenvalue decomposition on the estimated covariance matrix:

Rx = H(θ)RsH(θ)H +Rn = Us(Λs + σ2IN)U
H
s +Un(σ

2
nIM−N)U

H
n (3.35)

Here, N represents the number of detectable sources (N < M). The MUSIC spectrum
is given by:

JMUSIC(θ) =

∣∣UH
nh(θ)

∣∣2
|h(θ)|2

=
h(θ)HUnU

H
nh(θ)

h(θ)Hh(θ)
(3.36)

In our simulation, our initial goal is to assess the influence of the CCS-based method
in a scenario with a single source. We introduce a single Gaussian noise source posi-
tioned at a 30-degree angle. The virtual ULA comprises 5 elements, and we perform
1000 independent experiments. In the phase of estimating Rx, we analyze the connec-
tion between the mean normalized correlation coefficient and the SNR, as depicted in
Figure 3.7.

In the figure, it’s evident that as the SNR improves, the mean normalized correlation
coefficient approaches 1. This trend signifies that with higher SNR, the estimation of
Rx becomes more accurate.

Furthermore, we want to compare the results of the CCS-based method and a sin-
gle AVS. Figure 3.8 presents the results. When using the CCS-based method, the
performance is consistently better at all SNRs compared to a single AVS. However,
it’s important to note that the exceptional performance observed in the compressive
sampling method, as shown in Figure 3.3, is not replicated here. This discrepancy can
be attributed to the fact that a substantial number of samples are required for the
covariance matrix Rx to exhibit Toeplitz-like characteristics.

The comparison of the MUSIC spectrum between a single AVS and the CCS-based
method is shown in Figure 3.9. Notably, the spectrum peak with the CCS-based method
is significantly sharper than with a single AVS without cover. This enhancement in
spatial resolution is achieved because the method is equivalent to utilizing an array
with M elements for DOA estimation, thereby improving the spatial resolution.

Figure 3.10 illustrates the cross-correlation between angles for a single AVS and a
M -element ULA. This comparison further demonstrates how the CCS-based method
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Figure 3.7: Relationship between the mean normalized correlation coefficient and SNR: as
SNR increases, the mean normalized correlation coefficient approaches 1, indicating more
accurate Rx estimation.

emulates the capabilities of a larger ULA, resulting in a more distinct spatial response
and improved spatial resolution.

In addition to the improved spatial resolution, the CCS-based method represents a
significant breakthrough. With the recovery of a larger dimension covariance matrixRx,
it becomes possible to estimate more sources than with a single AVS. The covariance
matrix of a single AVS is limited to dimensions of 3 × 3, allowing the detection of
at most 2 sources. However, with a ULA consisting of M = 5 elements, we can now
estimate up to 4 sources, which aligns with the compression ratio of 1/2 in this situation.
Figures 3.11 and 3.12 illustrate a scenario with 4 sources, where the CCS-based method
successfully estimates all of them, while a single AVS without cover would fail in this
situation.
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Figure 3.8: Simulation results for angle estimation with and without cover: a single source is
placed at a 30-degree angle. The performance of the MUSIC algorithm is compared at different
SNRs. The CCS-based MUSIC consistently outperforms the non-compressive method across
all SNRs, although it doesn’t reach the same level of performance as the compressive sampling
method shown in Figure 3.3.

Figure 3.9: MUSIC Spectrum with a Single Source at 30 Degrees: the spectrum peak obtained
with the compressive-covariance-based method is significantly sharper than that of a single
AVS, leading to improved spatial resolution.
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(a) Cross-correlation between angles of a single
AVS.

(b) Cross-correlation between angles of a virtual
ULA.

Figure 3.10: Comparison of cross-correlation between angles: this figure compares the cross-
correlation between angles for a single AVS and an M -element ULA. It illustrates how the
CCS-based method approximates the capabilities of a larger ULA, resulting in a more dis-
tinctive spatial response and improved spatial resolution.

Figure 3.11: Estimation of 4 sources using CCS: the four sources are located at 30-degree,
60-degree, 90-degree, and 120-degree. The CCS method successfully estimates all 4 sources,
effectively doubling the capacity compared to a single AVS.

3.4 Conclusion

In this chapter, we have introduced a novel structure for the AVS cover and have
analyzed it from the perspective of sound propagation physics and the measurement
model. Unlike the coded masks used in ultrasound imaging, this innovative cover not
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Figure 3.12: A single AVS is not able to estimate 4 sources.

only considers the reception through the mask but also accounts for the propagation
from the cover to the AVS. Consequently, a transfer function within the cover needs to
be modeled. This transfer function can be viewed as a compression matrix, enabling a
compressive analysis.

Another key distinction is the orientation of the cover. We position the irregular side
of the cover towards the AVS and leave the flat side facing outward. This arrangement
allows us to assume that all entries of the patches form a virtual ULA because they are
equally spaced. This configuration transforms the signal reception into a WSS process
at the virtual array. We can approximate the covariance matrix of the virtual array as
an HT matrix. This requires fewer entries to be known to recover the entire covariance
matrix. Therefore, when the covariance at the AVS is perfectly known, we can recover
the complete covariance matrix of the virtual ULA under compressive limits.

Two distinct DOA methods based on this structure are proposed. The first is a CS-
based DOA method, where we utilize the entire steering vector of the system for DOA
estimation. Throughout the chapter, we employ the MUSIC algorithm. Notably, this
method exhibits significantly improved performance due to reduced cross-correlation
between different angles, facilitated by the novel cover. However at most two sources
can be recovered.

The second method is CCS-based DOA, where we initially estimate the covariance
matrix of the virtual ULA and then apply it to covariance-based DOA estimation.
With this approach, we not only achieve enhanced spatial resolution but also expand
the range of sources that can be estimated using a single sensor. This is because we
recover a covariance matrix with a larger dimension. In this case, at most 5 sources
can be recovered.
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Prototype Development 4
In this research, we didn’t just propose a theory and conduct simulations. We ac-
tually manufactured a coded cover based on the theory presented in Chapter 3, and
we conducted various experiments to validate if the theory and simulations align with
real-world results.

In this chapter, we will first introduce the process of creating a physical coded
cover. To prevent sound from bypassing the coded cover and reaching the sensor, we
also designed a protective enclosure, colloquially referred to as a ”box”, to house the
sensor. Using this coded cover and the protective enclosure, we conducted experiments
to assess the ability of a single AVS with a coded mask to localize both single and
multiple sources.

4.1 Crafting the Coded Cover and Protective Enclosure

In reality, we use a material called the plastic glass to create the coded cover and
the box. The use of plastic glass (often referred to as acrylic or Plexiglas) to create
coded covers and boxes with specific sound propagation characteristics is a practical
application of acoustic engineering. This approach takes advantage of the properties of
plastic glass to control and manipulate the behavior of sound waves.

Plastic glass is favored for its relatively high density, which lends itself the capacity
to effectively obstruct the passage of sound waves. This property becomes especially
advantageous when the objective is to construct an enclosure or cover that isolates
sound from the surrounding environment.

Within the plastic glass, channels can be intricately designed to serve as conduits
for guiding and directing sound waves along specific trajectories. These channels can
assume diverse shapes and configurations, allowing us to attain the desired acoustic
outcomes. By meticulously controlling the geometry and dimensions of these channels,
we exercise influence over the manner in which sound propagates within the material.

In practical terms, we crafted a coded cover using a 10mm thick sheet of plastic glass.
This coded cover was intentionally designed with 5 evenly spaced holes. Over these
holes, we securely attached channels constructed from plastic glass, each possessing
unique lengths.

To safeguard against sound bypassing the coded cover and reaching the AVS, we
engineered a box in which the coded cover served as one side, providing a designated
space for the placement of the AVS. Consequently, sound waves could only propagate
to the AVS through the five channels situated on the side of the coded cover. However,
there remained the possibility of sound reflecting within the box once it entered. To
mitigate this, we incorporated sound-absorbing materials on the internal surfaces of
the box, excluding the side with the coded cover. This measure was adopted to prevent

33



sound from undergoing unwanted reflections within the box.
A model of the experimental box is presented in Figure 4.1. One side of this box

corresponds to the AVS cover, with the irregular side of the AVS cover facing inward,
as illustrated in Figure 3.1. At the bottom of the box, there are two openings. The
larger opening serves as the entry point for the AVS sensor, where the AVS is securely
affixed to a tripod. The smaller opening is designed for attaching the box to a tripod
for experimental convenience.

Figure 4.1: The experimental box model illustrates the fundamental concept of our experi-
mental setup. One side of the box, featuring 5 channels, is designated as the coded cover.
The AVS is inserted through a large opening at the bottom of the box, as indicated by the
red cross. This placement ensures that the AVS is in the same plane as the patches, enabling
the collection of sound signals, as described in our experiments.
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4.2 Experimental Setup

All the experiments are conducted in an acoustic room, where all the walls are covered
with sound absorption materials to create a highly non-reflective environment. The AVS
sensor and the box are supported by tripods, and the tripod’s height is meticulously
adjusted to align the AVS at the same height as the five channels in the coded cover.
Figures 4.2 and 4.3 shows the experimental setup from a distant view and a close-up
view, respectively.

Figure 4.2: Experimental setup from a distant view

The compression matrix, as denoted in (3.9), can be derived through measurements
of the transfer function from each patch’s entry point to the AVS sensor’s location.
Furthermore, the virtual ULA’s array response can be computed by considering the
spacing between the holes on the cover. Consequently, we did not measure the trans-
fer function for every individual angle. Our measurements were primarily focused on
obtaining the compression matrix. This matrix was subsequently used in conjunction
with the virtual ULA’s array response to calculate the estimated manifold for the entire
propagation process, as explained in (3.12).

To conduct our experiments, we positioned speakers at various angles on the same
plane as the AVS and coded cover, with their positions pre-determined. Uncorrelated
white noise was played through each speaker. Subsequently, we collected signals at the
location of the AVS sensor, enabling us to apply the two methods outlined in Chapter
3 for DOA estimation.
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Figure 4.3: Experimental setup from a close-up view

4.3 Measurement Results

In this section, we delve into the measurement results of our experiments. Specifically,
we compare the CS-based method and CCS-based method with the outcomes obtained
using a single AVS. To facilitate our analysis, all signals received by the AVS sensor
are subjected to a short time Fourier transform (STFT) to transform them into the
frequency domain. The primary objective of this chapter is to validate whether our
theoretical studies align with real-world measurements. Consequently, we restrict our
DOA estimation to a single frequency bin. It’s worth noting that a more robust perfor-
mance could be attained through the utilization of coherent signal-subspace processing
methods [26].

4.3.1 Single Source DOA

In this section, we present the results of an experiment involving a single source placed
at a far-field distance. We will compare the performance of a single AVS without a
cover with the results obtained from the CS-based method and CCS-based method.

In Figure 3.5, we observed a decrease in the cross-correlation between angles when
the coded mask is applied. In practical terms, we can obtain the compression matrix
Φ by measuring the transfer function of each patch and calculating the response vector
of the entire propagation using (3.12). Simultaneously, we can compare the cross-
correlation of the response vector of a single AVS with and without a coded mask. The
results are shown in Figure 4.4. Similarly, the AVS with a cover exhibits lower cross-
correlation between angles, indicating that the cover contributes to enhanced spatial
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resolution.

(a) Cross-correlation between angles of a single
AVS without cover.

(b) Cross-correlation between angles of a single
AVS with cover

Figure 4.4: Comparison of cross-correlation between angles in the presence and absence of
the cover: it is observed that the presence of a cover significantly reduces the cross-correlation
between angles. In other words, the cover helps improve the spatial resolution.

Figure 4.5: Real measurement result with a single AVS without cover
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Figure 4.6: Real measurement result with a single AVS with cover by the CS-based method

Figure 4.7: Real measurement result with a single AVS with cover by the CCS-based method

Figures 4.5, 4.6, 4.7 depict the results of DOA estimation for a single source using
the three methods: a single AVS without a cover, the CS-based method, and the CCS-
based method. The latter two methods involve measurements with the cover. The
single source is located at an angle of 70 degrees. It is evident that both the CS-based
method and the CCS-based method using the coded cover exhibit a sharper peak in
comparison to a single AVS without a cover.

4.3.2 Multiple Sources DOA Estimation

In section 3.3.3, we introduced another advantage of the CCS-based method: its ability
to detect more sources compared to what a single AVS can achieve. In this section,
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we provide real measurement results to validate this concept. We conducted two ex-
periments, with each experiment involving three sources placed at distinct angles. In
the first experiment, the three sources were positioned at -60 degrees, -30 degrees, and
10 degrees. In the second experiment, the three sources were situated at -50 degrees,
-15 degrees, and 60 degrees. It turns out that using the CCS-based method, we can
successfully estimate the angles in these two experiments. The measurement results
are shown in Figure 4.8.

(a) DOA estimation of 3 sources using the
CCS-based method, experiment 1.

(b) DOA estimation of 3 sources using the
CCS-based method, experiment 2.

Figure 4.8: Angle estimation of 3 sources using the CCS-based method in real measurements.

Therefore, we can conclude that by employing an AVS cover and the CCS-based
method, we can detect the directions of at least three signal sources in practice. This
surpasses the number of sources, which is limited to two, that a single AVS without
cover can detect.

4.4 Conclusion

In this section, we validated the theories behind the coded cover through real experi-
ments. We fabricated a physical AVS cover and designed an AVS box to enhance the
accuracy of our experiments. Our findings confirm that the AVS cover significantly
enhances spatial resolution. The precision of both the CS-based and CCS-based meth-
ods surpasses that of a single AVS, as indicated by the observation of a sharper peak
in the results obtained through the MUSIC algorithm. Notably, we achieve successful
estimation of three sources using the CCS-based method, providing evidence that the
coded cover can expand the number of detectable sources when compared to a single
AVS.
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Conclusions and Future Study 5
5.1 Conclusions

The AVS is a sensor capable of measuring both sound pressure in the air and particle
velocity. This unique capability enables it to perform DOA estimation tasks using a
single sensor. In this study, we draw inspiration from the concept of imaging with a
coded mask, as applied in ultrasound imaging, and investigate its potential applicability
to improve the DOA estimation performance of a single AVS. We explore two different
structures to achieve this.

The first structure involves a coded mask, a concept already utilized in the field
of ultrasound imaging. It consists of placing a thin plastic film in front of the AVS
sensor, and in this configuration, we focus on the reception of sound signals through
this coded mask. We have conducted a performance study of this method using beam
pattern analysis, MUSIC performance analysis, and the CRLB on DOA estimation.

Our findings reveal that, in this case, the coded mask primarily acts as a scaling ef-
fect. It results in nearly identical performance when using a MUSIC algorithm with the
same SNR. Additionally, the same conclusion is reached when calculating the CRLB on
DOA estimation, with or without the coded mask. This suggests that the coded mask,
as currently implemented, does not significantly enhance DOA estimation performance
for the AVS.

The second structure, introduced in this study, is referred to as a coded cover. In the
coded cover configuration, we consider that sound independently propagates through
different patches and is subsequently received by the AVS sensor. In this configuration,
our goal is to not only improve the accuracy of DOA estimation with a single source
but also expand the number of sources that can be detected with a single AVS. This
is achieved by assuming the entries of the patches as a virtual ULA, and employing
compressive methods to estimate the covariance matrix of this virtual ULA.

Two compressive-based DOA estimation methods have been proposed, utilizing the
AVS cover to enhance the performance. The first method is referred to as the CS
method, while the second method is known as the CCS method.

The CS method directly employs the compressed data collected by the single AVS
along with the entire propagation manifold for DOA estimation. In contrast, the CCS
method initially estimates the covariance matrix for the virtual ULA formed by the
AVS cover and then leverages it for DOA estimation.

Both methods have been extensively validated through simulations and real-world
measurements. They exhibit significant improvements in spatial resolution, leading to
enhanced DOA estimation accuracy. Furthermore, the CCS method demonstrates the
remarkable capability to estimate the directions of up to 4 sources with a single AVS,
showcasing its potential for expanding the number of detectable sources.
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5.2 Future Study

In this study, we have focused on analyzing the performance of 2D AVS with a coded
cover for sound source localization. Firstly, we can extend our research to a 3D en-
vironment. Currently, we have primarily addressed sound source localization within a
2D plane. However, real-world acoustic environments often involve more dimensions.
In future research, we can adapt our methods to 3D acoustic spaces, enhancing our
understanding of sound propagation and reception in three-dimensional space.

Furthermore, our current study has primarily focused on the application of a single
AVS with a coded cover. In future investigations, we can explore the potential benefits
of configuring multiple single AVS units with covers as an array or placing multiple
AVS sensors beneath a shared coded cover. Such an approach would require cooper-
ative processing and data fusion techniques, ultimately improving the accuracy and
robustness of sound source localization.
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