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Women & Mumbai
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Comparison of sex ratio – 2010s
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‘Lack of infrastructure restricts the access but also actively prevents people 
from participating in shaping the future of the city’

(Phadke et al. 2011)

‘In Mumbai, a crowd is in average composed of 28% of women only’

(Ranade, 2007)

Photo: Fleur Melchers
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‘Even though slum women want private spaces, they also wish to access 
public space for fun and when offered opportunities to do so, grab them with 

both hands’

‘Various slum redevelopment schemes may offer even fewer opportunities for 
women to have fun’

(Phadke et al. 2011)
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Problem(s) statement

The lack of access to proper sanitary facilities, education and public space, 
together with societal constructs, undermine the role and status of women in 

India, and Nalasopara in particular. 

Currently, women are undermined, under-represented and are not socio-
economically independent. Their living environment is unhealthy, 

dangerous and not prone to sustainable development.

The current slum redevelopment schemes are restricting women’s 

participation in public life.



12

Research question(s)

How can design empower women, give them more freedom and allow them to 
participate in the public realm?

What are the potentials of a gender sensitive design?
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2. Research
Patterns
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Group research - Global Housing Studio 2018-2019
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Group research - Global Housing Studio 2018-2019
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Group research - Global Housing Studio 2018-2019



2. Research

Indian modulor
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Indian ‘Modulor’
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2. Research

Case studies
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23Insitu Slum Rehabilitation Project under BSUP ( Basic Services for Urban Poor ), JNNURM, Yerawada, Pune

Mother Theresa Nagar, Pune

SPARC, Mahila Milan

“One of the good things about Mother Teresa Nagar […] is 
freedom of girls to move around in the community, and 

participate in celebration of major festivals.“



3. Managerial concept
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4.  Design
Urban level
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Concept
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Nalasopara
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Nalasopara
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Baithi Chawls
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Functions
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Chosen location
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People get together for redevelopment
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Demolished buildings
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New streets
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Street hierarchy
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Urban axis
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Massing

Existing FSI: >1

New FSI: 2.9
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Public
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Semi - public
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Communal
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Public squares
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Public program
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Semi – public spaces
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Communal spaces



4.  Design
Building level
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Grid
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Columns
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Thresholds | +150cm from ground
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Thresholds | +300cm from ground
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Thresholds | +450cm from ground
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Thresholds | +600cm from ground
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Dwelling units
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Dwelling units
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Dwelling units
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Dwelling units
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Dwelling typologies per income group
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Courtyards



64



65

Communal areas
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1st floor plan 1.200
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Communal areas
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Communal areas
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Public program
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Communal program
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Home-based program
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Gendering of the space
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Gendering of the space
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Gendering of the space
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Gendering of the space
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Gendering of the space
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Gendering of the space
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Gendering of the space
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Water management
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Climate section
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Climate section
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Shade
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Structural system 
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Floor system 
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Roof section 1.20
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Roof section 1.20
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Roof details 1.5
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City facade
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Interior facade



4.  Design
Unit level
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Typical floorplan
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Typical floorplan
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Cross ventilation
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Wet cores
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Kitchens
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Windows towards the internal space
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Window details
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Kitchen window detail
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Communal step
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Bedrooms
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Multifunctional spaces
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Multifunctional space | sleeping
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Multifunctional space | cooking
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Multifunctional space | working
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Multifunctional space | shop window
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Multifunctional space | shop window
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Evolution over time
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Location 1
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Location 3
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"As we collectively produce cities, so we collectively produce ourselves... [if] we 
accept that 'society is made and imagined', then we can also believe that it can be 

'remade and reimagined’”

David Harvey (2000)



121Thank you


