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You see the monumental entrance of the hofje and you know 
you have arrived at the home of mevrouw S.
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When entering the first thing you encounter is a large amount of 
stuff owned by one of the residents mevrouw S. and others in the 
hofje do not have great contact with. 

You walk past the shared green space of the hofje, where a 
waterpump is one of the elements that attracks tourist and others 
to the hofje. You notice a small car on the waterpump and tiles 

stirred up a little. You notice that it is representative of what 
mevrouw S. told you about the disagreement on the use of green 

space in the hofje

One walks past “mevrouw P.” for a short conversation. Her door 
towards the hofje is a “halve deur” which she has opened up all 

day long. She tells you the reason she has no plants in front of her 
home is because she doesn’t like gardening. She is very happy the 

shared green space is taken care of by de housing corporation. 

Finally you arrive at the front door of mevrouw S. She is waiting 
for you, standing in her “halve deur”. You have a conversation on 

how it is to be living in the hofje. 



You look forward to the races but are also excited to go home for 
now and walk on towards the train station of Zandvoort. 

On the other side of the road you see garages that belong to houses 
along the boulevard. You see people using these garages as back en-
trances and think the fact that the back of these houses are directed 
to one another is a nice way to meet neighbors. While walking past 
you see a tiny house behind the garage door. That must be the B&B 
you have reserved for next year to see the formula 1 races!

When you walk on, you pass a wrought iron fence and see that be-
hind the fence there is a lower stoop where people have put chairs 
and plants. You are sure people sit here if the weather would be a 
bit nicer.

On your way you pass a building where people park their motor-
ized vehicles outside. You wonder who lives there.

After a nice weekend on the beach you are on your way back home 
to Germany. Zandvoort has been good to you and you start your 
walk from your hotel to the train station.
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You enter the balcony and look over de railing. You see a big 
parking lot and lots of people walking in and out of the shopping 
center. “meneer B.” tells you this wide view is one of the reasons 
he bought this house. Unfortunately the parking lot has to make 
room for more shops in the future.

Right beside it you see a balcony. You think about how you can 
drink your coffee here in the morning and in the afternoon you can 
work in your garden in the sun. Also you notice the motor bike. 
“meneer B.” tells you the bike is for his grandson. Since he had no 
reception in his small storage room, he moved the bike upstairs. 
This way his ill wife could always reach him.

You notice the cozy room layout with enough space to entertain 
people.

Then “meneer B.” point out his home, right there in the corner. 
He has a small garden but is very happy with it. His wife could 
not be in the sun too long, but since she sadly passed away he finds 
himself sitting in the sun more often. You say hi to the neighbors 
who are sitting in their garden on your way to the doorstep of 
“meneer B.”.

You walk further into the garden and see the “jeu du boules” field 
your friend told you about. This is the place he randomly ended up 
with “lots of beer and old people”. In real life it looks a little less 
exciting then he told you.

You are greeted by lots of plants in all colors. In the distance you see 
the church of Vught. Also you see that plants are used to provide 
people with a certain amount of privacy. “meneer B.” tells you the 
height of the hedges has changed over time. People wanted the 
hedges to be higher on more public sides so that people that walk 
by do not immediately look into the gardens. 

Then, on the first floor you see a garden through a glass door. Is this 
it? Than “meneer B.” appears behind the window and helps guide 
you to his house.

The amount of mailboxes made you wonder about the inhabitants 
of the building. Where do they live? You walk on through the hall-
way and up the stairs. 

Finally you found it. You check if you have everything on you to 
meet “Meneer B.” today and by the time you are ready, the second 
door you want to go through is already locked again! This building 
definitely does not host uninvited people.

You are on your way to visit “meneer B” and found yourself look-
ing for the entrance of the building for quite a bit. How does this 
building work? It is definitely not clear from the outside.
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Then finally you approach the street. You watch back and see the 
rim of the shared garden adjacent to your home. You feel lucky to 
live on such a nice hidden green spot right in the center of Vught.

Before you can hop on your bike you have to open a fence that 
protects the garden from unwanted visitors. In the distance you 
see the backs of supermarkets. Not an amazing view, but you do 
not mind since it is a space you pass through quickly.

After walking past the shared garden, you walk down the stairs 
and are now on ground level. You say hi to a person that has just 
taken out her trash.

Still no-one at the “jeu du boules” part of the garden. Only a few 
times a year that space is actually used. The thought passes your 
mind quickly. You do not really have anything to complain about 
the garden. Maybe a water feature, inviting some birds to the gar-
den could make it even nicer.

You walk past the gardens of your neighbors and see that they have 
their sun shades out. What lovely weather.

You, “meneer B.”, are on your way out to go for a bike ride.
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Besides the home where you believe “mevrouw I.” lives you see 
a bench with lots of plants and pots. Also other people have put 
some things out on the backside of their homes. The chair on the 
right side of the bench makes you want to sit down on the grass in 
the sun. That must be what people do around here!

Wow! What a lovely garden. This must have been the playground 
for the children. Not it looks like a perfect shared green space. How 
would people use this space? You see people walking up on the gal-
lery above you. You wonder if they would use the space.

You remember “mevrouw I.” told you she lived in the first apart-
ment to the right on the ground floor. You take the door to the 
right and enter a small hallway. This must be the place. You see the 
paintings and doorhanger and want to compliment “mevrouw I.” 
on those later. You are about to ring the bell but are distracted by 
what you see through the glass door..

Then you  notice the hollow sound of the space you are in and you 
take a moment to look around. What a nice high space with light 
coming through windows up above. Also you notice the amount of 
doors you can go through and you are not sure exactly where to go.

You walk past a notice board and see that the residents of this 
building are reaching out to each other quite a bit. Activities are 
posted, but also if there is something wrong, at least the number 
you should call is right on this board!

After walking up the small stairs you pass mail boxes. You wonder 
if you need to press a button but someone already opens up the 
door for you from the central hallway.

You walk on towards the building and are impressed by the large 
monumental entrance. No doubt about where to enter the build-
ing. You try to look for where “mevrouw I.” would live but you 
can’t see much through the high windows.

You are on your way to visit “mevrouw I.”. You are interested in 
architecture and heard that “mevrouw I.” lives in a very interesting 
building, which used to be a school building. When you approach 
the building it reminds you of your own old school building. 
What a public appearance!

R
ou

te
 fr

om
 p

ub
lic

 s
tre

et
 to

 th
e 

sh
ar

ed
 g

ar
de

n



Then you arrive at the actual back entrance. You know most resi-
dents in the building do not really use this entrance since the fence 
is locked and people do not feel it is worth the hustle of opening 
up the lock, opening the fence, closing the fence and locking the 
fence again. How nice that the people living next to this entrance 
have appropriated this place through the plants and sitting place.

You look over your left shoulder and see the tops of the trees of the 
gardens of adjacent houses. What a nice and sheltered place this is.

After you walked along the garden and turned the corner around 
the building, you arrive in a small lane. Immediately you see a post-
er of a nature landscape. When you enter the property this way, it 
must be nice to always see this landscape.

Then finally you arrive at the waste disposal. Behind the disposal 
you see the streets of the neighborhood. Also other people throw 
away their waste here. Sometimes it can be a mess you feel it is nice 
to see a bit of the neighborhood this way every now and then.

Before exiting the garden you look to your right and wonder whose 
backyard that alley leads to. You have seen them sometimes but 
the hedge which is around eye-height hides them from your view 
when you are sitting in the garden. Even though you wonder who 
these neighbors are you feel the hedge provides a nice bit of privacy.

You walk on and are about to turn the corner as you encounter 
your neighbor who is also throwing out her green waste. After some 
small talk you walk on past the low fence of your other neighbor. 
You do not know her that well, so after saying hi you keep walking.

You, “mevrouw I.” are about to throw away your green waste. How 
nice that always when you have to do this you walk past the shared 
garden. Especially in times of a crisis. Maybe you will even encoun-
ter a neighbor for some small talk.
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You, “mevrouw I.” heard the neighbors have made a cute garden 
for themselves at one of the back entrances of the building and are 
happy to take a look. 



Front
(Main entrance)

Front
(Front to shared 
sequence)

Back
(Shared to back se-
quence)

Front of dwelling Shared space
(Green)

Walking routes Sightlines Borders
public/private

Landmarks Social relations Transition 
public/private

Services

Daktuin Vught

Oude school Haarlem

Hofje Zandvoort

Three dimensions of 
social space

Social (S)

Physical (P)

Metaphysical (M)

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, residents and strang-
ers

(P) Openable gate vs. closed/
locked door
Very recognisable vs. 
indistinct main entrance

(M) Access
Consciousness of direction

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, residents and strang-
ers

(P) Multiple vs. single 
corridors
Gates to be opened vs. 
closed door

(M) Access
Possibility of appropriation

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, sometimes residents 
and strangers

(P) Bike and garbage storage 
as meeting point
Walking route along private/
public border
Boundary walking route 
with vs. without lock

(M) Access
Bordering on other zones
Functionality

(S) Close neighbors between 
each other, sometimes res-
idents and strangers, resi-
dents and acquiantances

(P) Half door
Window overlooking other 
homes (window/chimney)
Flexible height hedge: 1.80m 
public, 1.30m private

(M) Transparency
Flexibility

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, sometimes residents 
and strangers

(P) Taking care of plants 
by people living adjacent to 
green space
Flexible use of green vs. 
flexible use of borderzone 
public/private

(M) Appropriation
Flexibility
Functionality

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, sometimes residents 
and strangers

(P) Continuous route vs. 
linear route
Route closed with lock vs. 
openly accessible route
Facilities alongside rout

(M) Continuity
Access

 

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, between residents and 
acquiantances and between 
residents and strangers

(P) Height as means of di-
recting sight
View on other homes as a 
means of social control
Separation in public or 
private zones by means of 
partitions
Views on landmark 

(M) Transparency
Consciousness of direction
Meaning to individual

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, sometimes residents 
and strangers

(P) Borders above vs. bor-
ders at eye level
Gates  or railings as trans-
parent border
Hedges with different 
heights as semi-transparent 
border

(M) Transparency

(S) Between residents and 
strangers, between residents 
and acquaintances

(P) View on landmarks

(M) Historical meaning
Consciousness of direction
Meaning to individual
Attracting different target 
groups

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, between residents and 
acquiantances and between 
residents and strangers

(P) Physical seperation be-
tween target groups
Visible conflict in main-
tenance and use of shared 
green

(M) Meaning and names

(S) Neighbors between each 
other and between residents 
and strangers

(P) Curtains closed in case 
of too little privacy
No use of transition zone if 
too little privacy
Distance to source of nui-
sance small enough to con-
verse about the nuisance
Gradual transition by means 
of green borders

(M) Transparency
Appropriation
Access

(S) Neighbors between each 
other, between residents and 
acquiantances and between 
residents and strangers

(P) Basic provisions at walk-
ing distance vs. use of car
Restaurant provisions in 
neighborhood where many 
people come by vs. restau-
rant facilities adjacent to 
buildings where many peo-
ple come

(M) Access
Meaning and names

 

Elements with traces of social relations



Sequenties van ruimtes/
toegangsregimes 

Entree Gedeeld groen Gedeelde sociale ruimte

Ontwerpprincipes

Gedeeld groen is toegankelijker en minder prive 
bij minder doorgangen

Enkele lineaire route voor publiek door gedeeld 
groen zorgt voor meer controle over de privacy 
van de bewoners

Waar verschillende routes samenkomen ontsta-
an ontmoetingsplekken.

Ontwerp een centrale (entree)hal als ontmoet-
ingsplek waar verschillende routes samenkomen

Bewuste keuze van ontwerper over flexibiliteit 
gebruik groen/grenszone.

Flexibel te gebruiken groen bij smalle grenszone 
welke wordt gebruikt als looproute
OF
Flexibel te gebruiken overgangszone met groen 
als belangrijkste looproute

Entree als landmark ten behoeve van bewustzijn 
van richting/betekenis individu

Zichtbare (aankondiging) gedeelde/
publieke plek om toegangsbeleid van publieke 
plekken aan te kondigen

Ontwerp een mogelijkheid tot gebruik van 
groen door alle bewoners/doelgroepen

Centrale, langs de route gelegen gedeelde so-
ciale ruimte, flexibel in gebruik, verbindt alle 
bewoners. 

Geef bewoners de mogelijkheid tot toe-eigen-
ing van (een deel van) het gedeelde groen door 
bijvoorbeeld het laten onderhouden van het 
groen.

Ontwerp gedeelde voorzieningen als vuilnisbak-
ken/fietsenstalling als ontmoetingsplekken langs 
de route van de bewoner

Basisvoorzieningen op loopafstand zorgt voor 
ontmoetingen met mensen in de buurt en is 
duurzaam voor ouderen om zelf te ondernemen

Zicht op voorzieningen zorgt voor visuele relat-
ies tussen mensen

Voorzieningen

Afstand tot andere zones klein genoeg voor gelu-
idsoverdracht gesprek

Geen fysieke afscheiding/grens tussen kopers en 
huurders

Hekken en heggen als semi-transparante gren-
zen tussen private en publieke zones

Gebruik lage grenzen om looproutes af te dwin-
gen. 
Gebruik hoge grenzen om zichtlijnen af te 
schermen voor meer privacy

Minder toegankelijke doorgangen kunnen zor-
gen voor meer prive gebruik ruimte achter grens

Ramen met zicht op andere woningen (bijvo-
orbeeld ramen en schoorstenen) als sociale con-
trole mogelijkheid

Halve deuren aan overgangszone publiek/prive 
als ontmoetingsplek

Zicht op gedeelde of publieke zone’s vanaf over-
gangszones

Overgangszone tussen meer publieke looproute 
bewoners en grens prive woning

Overgangszones Grenzen

Geef de bewoner hoogte en transparantie als 
controleerbare middelen om zicht te sturen voor 
meer of minder privacy

Overgangszone op verdieping breed genoeg 
voor doorgang en toe-eigening
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