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3Seoul, South Korea: 1500 km



4Yongsan, Seoul: 20 km
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7economy in Korea
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Population Seoul

Population over 65 Seoul

2012
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10 M

1,049,425 in 2012

10,528,774 in 2012

8g¢owing (elderly) population
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9g¢owth of Seoul



Housing prices Amount of cars

10prosperit® in Seoul



11neighbourhood of connection

Working distances



‘‘The  objective of the competition is to seek a holistic 

solution or a new urban paradigm for a rapidly growing 

Asian city which also faces the issues of sustainability 

and quality of life that also adresses the increasing aging 

population in Asian cities.’’

12VCA competition



13boundaries of neighbourhoods



14removal of neighbourhoods
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Yongsan Park Towers
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Small housing

Small housing
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Small business district

Business district
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Small housing

Electronic market

Shopping Mall 

Yongsan Station

Chungang University 

Yongsan Hospital

15at�ospheres existing



Traditional 

Hanok housing

Art galleries

Gate 19

Yongsan Park Towers
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New housing
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Inchon-dong Apartments
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Seoul Elementary 
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16at�ospheres rear¢anged
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20Lifetime Cit®



Lifetime City

The LoopOpen Ended City

Water city

21winners VCA competition



Lifetime City

The LoopOpen Ended City

Water city

22chosen master�lan



23master�lan Open ended Cit®



opportunities for the elderly to 
be well integrated in society, as 
they are given responsibilites in 
providing day care  services and 

 
Before the Hybrid Centres

After the Hybrid Centres

2424 activit® in hybrid cent¢es



25eventst¢ip



26the ar¥ of dance



Deadly falls 

Rise in costs

Quality of life

Elderly continue to live at 
home and alone

2010

43.000

83.000

73.000

140.00

4.2 mln

Hospital visits after falling

Emergencies

2020 2030 

2.6 mln

Elderly in NL

Source: www.veiligheid.nl

Falls are a major health problem in an aging society, which arise as a 

consequence of a decline in postural and balance due to muscle weakness and 

other risk factors (Melzer et al., 2001; Sturnieks et al., 2008). Falls, or even the 

fear of falling lead to a reduced quality of life (Voermans et al., 2007). 

27falling problems



Our study provides strong evidence that dance promotes a wide-range 

of benefi cial eff ects that are not limited to motor behavior, posture and 

balance, but covers also perceptual and cognitive abilities. Therefore, dance 

might be an appropriate approach for enforcing and maintaining plasticity 

processes in elderly populations, thereby contributing to successful aging. 

Superior Sensory, Motor, and Cognitive Performance in Elderly Individuals with Multi-Year Dancing Activities Jan-Christoph 
Kattenstroth, Izabella Kolankowska, Tobias Kalisch, and Hubert R. Dinse

‘... Yoga therefore is considered therapeutic. It helps you become more aware 

of your body’s posture, alignment and patterns of movement. It makes the 

body more fl exible and helps you relax even in the midst of a stress stricken 

environment.’
www.abc-of-yoga.com

28therapy



29ex�ression



30Korean dance cult§re



School of dance:

Department of Dance Performance

Department of Dance Theory

Department of Choreography

31professional education



Myeong Dong Nanta Theatre 

Lotte World Art Theatre

National Theatre Seoul

Jump Seoul Theatre 
Chongdong Theatre

Gangbuk Dong Nanta Theatre 
Arko Theatre 

Hakchon Theatre
Sa.Choom Theatre

Karma theater  

Hongdae Nanta Theatre 

Seoul Arts Centre

 concerts - 2523 seats

 recital - 354 seats

 chamber music

 music

 opera hall - 2200 seats

 yayu - experimental - 300 seats

National Theatre Seoul - 1547 seats 

Arko Theatre - modern dance - 600 seats    

Karma theatre - martial arts/dan  - 589 seats

Jump Theatre  - martial arts - 510 seatsce

Lotte World Art Theatre - breakdance/ballet - 466 seats

Gangbuk Dong Nanta - nanta - 386 seats

Myeong Dong Nanta - nanta - 386 seats

Hongdae Nanta - nanta - 375 seats

Sa.Choom Theatre - K-pop/modern dance - 370 seats

Chongdong Theatre - traditional arts - 344 seats 

Hakchon Theatre - rock musical - 198 seats

32theat¢es in Seoul



Educatorium
500 Seats

Cordoba Congress Center
566 Seats

Dallas Theater
575 Seats

33comparison stages



MUZIEKTHEATER AMSTERDAM

1500 SEATS

NORWEGIAN OPERA AND BALLET

1370

TAIPEI MUSIC CENTER

3500 SEATS 1500 STANDING

34comparison stages



Greek/Roman

Gradins (+standing in between)

Renaissance

V shape since  1876

35stages and auditoria through time



36large theater Pompeii 200 B. C.



37Wuxi Grand Theat¢e



38muziektheater Amsterdam



39visiting the back area of Muziektheater Amsterdam



40creative proces behind



41repetitions 
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42standard day scheme



00.00 06.00 12.00 18.00 24.00

watch performanceparticipate workshopparticipate dance class

perform
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rehearsal dinner

dinner

dinner

arrival

arrival

warming - up warming - up

43new day scheme



44t®�e and perfor�ance

Proscenium theater

 Classical ballet productions

 Large modern dance productions

 Opera

 Musicals

 Acting

Thrust stage

 Modern dance productions

 Acting

 Cabaret

Black box/fl at fl oor

 Modern dance productions

 Folkloristic dance productions

 Experimental/mixed performances

End stage

 Music performances

 Cabaret

In the round stage

 Circus

 Sports

Traverse theaters

 Opera

 Fashion shows 

 Music performances

 



45chosen t®�e

Proscenium theater

 Classical ballet productions

 Large modern dance productions

 Opera

 Musicals

 Acting

Thrust stage

 Modern dance productions

 Acting

 Cabaret

Black box/fl at fl oor

 Modern dance productions

 Folkloristic dance productions

 Experimental/mixed performances

 Cabaret

End stage

 Music performances

 Cabaret

In the round stage

 Circus

 Sports

Traverse theaters

 Opera

 Fashion shows 

 Music performances

 



46prog¢am

The cultural program has its roots in a universal appreciated art form: dance. 
With appearances in many forms, dance can be enjoyed by people from diff erent 

cultures, it can be practiced at diff erent levels and at diff erent ages. In an aged 

society such as Korea it might even be used as therapy to develop motor skills and 

movement. In the new theater more of the creative facets that are involved in or 

related to making a dance production are present, including presenting, costume 

making and painting. Furthermore shops will be included to provide the right ma-

terial and to enable people to bring the creativity home.



47ambition

The ambition of the Yongsan theatre is to bring people together. It takes the an-

cient Greek Agora as its precedent, a place for social interaction, for sharing ideas 

and for recreation.  Literally Agora also means ‘gathering place’ . It is a truly public 

domain that is open to everyone. The new theater in the heart of Yongsan attracts 

people from around the neighbourhood, but also people from outside Yongsan, 

that come by the adjacent station, or by car.  The building attracts visitors from 

all ages. Both young and old people fi nd activities they can join, or they can learn 

from each other. Also amateurs get the chance to learn from professionals, by 

watching, talking and acting. People can share their ideas and explore their tal-

ents. Routes and program cross each other in one building so that interaction is 

almost inevitable. Also passersby are welcome in and around the building. While 

passing they can interact with the building and its visitors. They will be aware of 

the fact that they pass the new theater, it will become a reference point in the city. 

Already its location is unique and therefore a reference point. The amount of peo-

ple and its facilities make it a real urban element in the city. When it has become a 

well known point, it is easy to say  ‘…let’s meet at the theater’. 



Numbers

Location size: 34310 m2

Total built square meters: 76860 m2

Plot size: 3492 m2

Square meters built within plot: 36560 m2

48master�lan team A



49new master�lan



50g¢een st¢§ct§re



51linking shopping and living



52view to location



53hybrids: points of reference



54hierarchy in st¢eets



P

55passing by



P

56visitors



57new route



Variety in building heights

Variety in program

Activity on the streets

Variety in alignment

58Š om the master�lan



59t¢aditional Hanoks



60t¢aditional Hanoks



61concept model



62breaking the site into pieces

Main connection (12m) Secondary breaks (6m) Tertiary breaks (3m)



63concept - volume of theater



64concept - identif® par¥s in theater



65concept - seperate par¥s of theater



66concept - rear¢ange par¥s of theater



67theat¢es and producing areas 



68theat¢es and dressing rooms



69st§dios and dressing rooms



70st§dios and ar¥ school



71foyer and cit® theat¢e



72foyer, ticket shop and local theat¢e



73foyer, restaurants and meeting rooms



74shopping and ex�osition



75needed prog¢am
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76puzzle

Office
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77obser©ing the sun
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78cit® in axonomet¢®



79cit® in axonomet¢®
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80fl oor�lan Theater Cit®
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81fl oor�lan basement



82main ent¢ances and public  t¢anspor¥



83parking ent¢ances



84elevations



85Cit® Theat¢e



86section over stage



87section acces layer



88theat¢e base



89theat¢e main const¢§ction



90theat¢e main const¢§ction



91theat¢e box



92theat¢e vierendeel 3d boxes



93theat¢e fl ooring



94facade hierarchy



95basic const¢§ction

Renske van Dieren student TU Delft



96fl ooring



97sliding window Š ame



98second skin facade



Closed one sided mirror panel

Closed one sided mirror panel

99mir¢or eff ect



Closed window Open window Open ventilation

100second skin + ventilation



101wooden roof



102woven layer semi t¢ansparant

Des Moines Public library



Digital facade medialab Prado Eye Amsterdam

103possibilities of projection



104resulting image



105theat¢e facade



106theat¢e facade facing down

Digital facade medialab Prado Un studio Galleria Department Seoul

Digital facade medialab Prado Un studio Galleria Department Seoul
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107water  in sight
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Rainfall Seoul

mm 
precipitation

500 27th of July

108heavy rainfall in summer



ambition 109



ambition 110



ambition 111



ambition 112



113water solution Lifetime Cit®



114watersquares

Watersquare 17th century Waterplein Rotterdam research Layout



Museumpark Rotterdam Belastingkantoor Apeldoorn

115blue roofs for water detention



116dr® sit§ation



117heavy rainfall
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