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collaborative housing
=

sharing 
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Social
Motivations

Economic
Motivations

Ecological
Motivations

Around 12% of the people living in The Hague would be interested in collective housing
 (centrum groepswonen, 2021).

 Currently, less than 0,2% of the current Dutch housing stock is collaborative housing 
(CO-LAB RESEARCH, n.d; CBS,2023).
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Need for a collective perspective on 
housing design
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Need for a collective perspective on 
housing design

How does sharing space influence 
the sense of home for residents in 

collaborative housing in the Netherlands? 
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Hestia,
Lelystad

Centraal wonen Tanthof,
Delft

De Grote Pyr,
Den Haag

Hofje van Gratie,
Delft
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The four concepts of home

Safety

Privacy

Mental Ownership 

Social connection
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Safety, created by looking out for each other

The shared sense of home 

Central access Distance from the publicVisibility
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Zoning between public and collective Zoning within collective space

Privacy, created by the collective as a threshold 
inbetween the individual space and the public

Boundery elements

The shared sense of home 

Graduation Project 
Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment 
TU Delft

Janine Schmeitz 
2024 - 2025 



Usability Semi-private zonesUnity & Personalization

Mental ownership, where the resident feels 
responsible for the project as part of their home

The shared sense of home 
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Shared routing Collective facilities 
Connected to the routing

Collective facilities 

Social connection, because of the emotional connection 
they feel with the people they live with

The shared sense of home 
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Promoting bottom up collective
housing concepts

 ‘een onsje welzijn kan 
een kilo aan zorg voorkomen’

‘an ounce of well-being 
can prevent a big load of care’
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Monthly sharing

PRIVATE CELL

COLLECTIVE FACILITY 

COMMUNAL KITCHEN

PRIVATE FACILITY

ENTRANCE 

CORRIDOR 

BOUNDARY 
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Weekly sharing

PRIVATE CELL

COLLECTIVE FACILITY 

COMMUNAL KITCHEN

PRIVATE FACILITY

ENTRANCE 

CORRIDOR 

BOUNDARY 
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Daily sharing

PRIVATE CELL

COLLECTIVE FACILITY 

COMMUNAL KITCHEN

PRIVATE FACILITY

ENTRANCE 

CORRIDOR 

BOUNDARY 
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Sharing throughout 
the day

PRIVATE CELL

COLLECTIVE FACILITY 

COMMUNAL KITCHEN

PRIVATE FACILITY

ENTRANCE 

CORRIDOR 

BOUNDARY 
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Ceramic tiles 900 x 900 x 9.5
Plaster
Waterbarrier
Osb 18.5 mm
Wood fiber board 40 mm
Metisse insulation 185 mm
In between HSB Frame
Osb 18.5 mm
Plasterboard 12 mm
stucco finnsih 
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Zoning within collective spaceAlong shared Routing

Personalization

LEISURE

Flexible boundary elements
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Shared appliances

Visibility

PRACTICAL

Usability

Personal storage in collective space
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Workspace

Undifined space

Meeting space
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PRIVACY. // SAFETY. // SOCIALCONNECTION. // MENTALOWNERSHIP.
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