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My init ial  fasincation l ies in a ultra-macro lens.  Tall inn as a small  c i ty,  is  house to many 
ginormous buildings,  bui ldings that feel  out of  place and out of  scale.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD OF HOUSES 

OLD TOWN

EDIFICIAL MONUMEN TS?
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COLLAGE - 
DIAGRAM MODIFIED FROM POSTER BY GUSTAV KLUTSIS (1928)

SCALES

How do we “dive”  into the scales of  these “oversized”  bui ldings?
And how do human perceives  the size of  these buildings of  i t  at di f ferent scales?
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Given each of  these overseized buildings are so dif ferent ,
how do we def ine and read  into the concept of  “oversized”?

“OVERSIZED” BUILDINGS

AS LANDMARKS

To commeroate
To remind

Meaningful

A conceived space

To accomodate (events)
To manifest (memories)

Experiential

A l ived space

Use/ Function

Nature

Type of  spaces

Interrelat ions

To orient
To stand out

Elemental

A perceived space

Identi fy ing and 
naming places

Creating memories and 
meanings by events

Material ising memories by 
visual markers

AS MONUMEN TS/ SIGNSAS USED SPACES

OBJECTIVELY SUBJECTIVELY

XL SCALE
DIAGRAM OF CONCEP TS
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What are the problems  with these “oversized buildings”?
Why should we explore the relat ionship and procession  between these three notions?

“OVERSIZED” BUILDINGS

OBJECTIVELY SUBJECTIVELY

XL SCALE
DIAGRAM OF PROBLEMATIZAT ION

Protest fence on Russian 
Embassy,  Tall inn

“ I ts  large-scale  form – much 
crit ic ized on one hand,  but incredibly 
sol id and eye-catching on the other 
. . .  The fact that i t  affects so many is 
signif icant… 

From this view, the site – a large 
parcel  of  c i ty-owned land by a 
growing harbor – is  too important to 
l ie fal low.

Protests to remove Soviet 
monuments

Conceived meanings of 
monuments not al igned with 

Estonian sentiments

Places become st igmatised, 
partly due to the previous 
establ ishments and social 

pol ic ies

Landmarks perceived as huge 
become contested objects 

within Tall inn
Problems

Sügisball , 
depict ing l ives 
of  people within 
Soviet  pre-fab 
housing units in 
Lasnamae

AS LANDMARKS AS MONUMEN TS/ SIGNSAS USED SPACES
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A. To converge -
Oversized buildings are abstracted and compared  in their existence as 

‘ landmarks’ ,  ‘monuments’  and ‘places’

LANDMARK

Impression from distance

In the present

USED SPACE

Objects and traces of  use

In the making 
(meshing past ,  present and future)

MONUMEN T/ SIGN

Signs and t imestamps

In the past

How are the buildings visually 
identi f iable?

Who are the users and what 
are the encounters within?

What meanings do the building 
create or exert? Question

Visual uniqueness to i ts 
surroundings Events Spatial  motives and signsSubject(s)  of 

study

Drawings

Timescale of
experience

SCALE L -
FAHLE BUILDING FROM 
AFAR

SCALE M -
INFORMAL USE OF 
STAIRCASE IN NOMME

SCALE S - 
“KOSMOS” SIGNAGE IN 
SOVIET T IMES

L M SScale
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1A
NÕMME MARKET

2A 
LINNAHALL

1B
FAHLE HOUSE

2B 
TALLINN AIRPORT

1C
KINO KOSMOS

2C 
TALLINN T V TOWER

1D/2D
OLYMPIC YACH TING CEN TRE

B. To diverge -
Mult ipl ic i ty of  oversized buildings and Olympics monuments
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CON TEX TUAL ANALYSIS - 
“OVERSIZED” TALLINN

C. Palette Study -
Studying modes and mechanisms of “oversized buildings”
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01
CON TEX TUAL ANALYSIS - 
“OVERSIZED” TALLINN

C. Palette Study -
Studying modes and mechanisms of “oversized buildings”

SELECTED
SI TE
SELECTED
SI TE TO DIVE 
IN TO!! !

OLYMPICS YACH TING CEN TRE
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Understanding the building at  di f ferent scales

L - 
AS LANDMARKS

S - 
AS MONUMEN TS/ SIGNS

M - 
AS USED SPACES
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Where? 

At the junct ion of  Pir i ta River and Pir i ta harbour;
longitudinal  axis parallel  to the Northeast stretch of  Tall inn’s coastl ine

km0.10 0.4 0.80.2
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When?

Built  in 1980 Moscow Olympics,
Closed i ts doors for renovation since 2022,  vacant for now
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Where? 

At the junct ion of  Pir i ta River and Pir i ta harbour;
longitudinal  axis parallel  to the Northeast stretch of  Tall inn’s coastl ine

km0.10 0.4 0.80.2

CONNECTION 
WI TH WATERS

CONNECTION 
WI TH GREENERY

ROAD 
CONNECTIONS
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RECREATI
ON

RECREATI
ON

HOUSIN
G

COMMUNAL
HOUSIN

G

Who?

S - Housing - for people who work in Pir i ta
M - Communal - for the Pir i ta community
L - Recreation - for al l  people in Tall inn

CONNECTION WI TH PIRI TA 
PROMENADE

RESIDEN TIAL COMMUNI T Y IN 
VICINI T Y 

OFFICE WORKERS AS POTEN TIAL 
RESIDEN TS



SCALES

AS LANDMARKS
L

AS SIGNSS

AS USED SPACES
M

Back to the scales - 

What are the intended spatial  operat ions 
to rebrand and react ivate these obsolete Olympic landmarks?
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Back to the scales - 

What are the intended spatial  operat ions 
to rebrand and react ivate these obsolete Olympic landmarks?

SCALES

AS LANDMARKS

AS PARTS OF PIRI TA 
LANDSCAPE

L

XL

AS SIGNSS

AS USED SPACES
M

TO COMPETE

TO CONNECT

TO CONVERT

TO CON TRAST

THE IN TERVEN TION IS. . .

02
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XL Scale -
 

Connecting the building with the Pir i ta Landscape
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L Scale -
 

Superimposing walkway and l i f tcore as wayf inding visual mark
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M Scale -
 

Bridging access between dif ferent bui lding blocks
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S Scale -
 

Juxtaposing exist ing monoli th by modular structures 

02
CONCEP T



Overview of strategies

02
CONCEP T

Scale

Spatial  Intent

Design Approach

XL

To open up

Landscape terrace 

L

To compete

Walkways

S

To contrast

Accent Modules

M

To connect

Bridges



How can we act ivate oversized Soviet  Olympic establ ishments in Tall inn to reconcile historical 
narrat ives with contemporary use?

-> Methodological  research

02 > 03
CONCEP T > METHOD

COLLAGE - 
HETEROTOPIC LENS TO VIEW AND OPERATE THE YACH TING CEN TRE 
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METHOD

Theoretical  framework - 

A “textual”  framework that deciphers and connects architecture across mult iple scales

BARTHES, R.  ( 1975) .  THE 
PLEASURE OF THE TEX T (R. 
MILLER, TRANS.)

Olympic edif ices as texts for 
re-read/ re-write/ re-interpret

CARPO, M.  (2011) .  VARIABLE, 
IDEN TICAL, DIFFEREN TIAL. 
IN THE ALPHABET AND THE 
ALGORI THM, 

Framing and keying of 
architectural  elements

DEHAENE, M. ,  & DE CAUTER, L. 
(EDS.) .  (2008).  HETEROTOPIA 
AND THE CI T Y:  PUBLIC SPACE 
IN A POST-CIVIL SOCIET Y.

Olympic edif ices as Heterotopia 
Now and Then

KOOLHAAS ET AL,  OMA, (1998) 
S,M,L,XL

“Bigness” of  Olympic Edif ices



Methodology to faci l i tate superimposit ion- 

Fragment - collage - modulate - montage
To cohere spatial  modulat ions

03
METHOD

Workings

Theory appl ied

Studying precedents

Cataloging spaces as indexical 
elements

01:
Palette Study

Insert ing fragments of 
precedents to project

Creating spatial  contradict ions  
of  dual i ty

02:
Collage

Resolving and appropriat ing 
the spatial  clasts to project

Re-read the spaces 
alternatively as texts

03:
Implementat ion

Conhering the fragments into 
cohesive sequences

04:
MontageStep

“Bigness” theorem 
from S,  M,  L,  XL



Detai led process workings to be found in booklets

03
METHOD

WATER TEMPLE, 
TADAO ANDO (1991)

CUADRA SAN CRISTOBAL,
LUIS BARRAGAN (1968)

BENESSE HOUSE OVAL, 
TADAO ANDO (1995)

FRANCISCO GILARDI HOUSE, 
LUIS BARRAGAN (1976)

SAYAMAIKE HISTORICAL MUSEUM, 
TADAO ANDO (1995)

LADEIRA DA MISERICÓRDIA,
LINA BO BARDI (1987)

THE BRION CEMETERY,
CARLO SCARPA (1978)

LOVERS FOUN TAIN, 
LUIS BARRAGAN (1964)
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04:  Interscale montage matrix - 

To introduce the event and programme from the aforementioned spatial  strategies

REFERENCE - 
Y VES BRUNIER’S COLLAGES

REFERENCE - 
OMA, S,M,L,XL

REFERENCE - 
BERNARD TSCHUMI,  THE 
MANHAT TAN TRANSCRIP TS

S

M

L

EVEN T BUILDING CONNECTION

03
METHOD



04:  Intrascale montage sequence

Perspectival  montages to capture movement and experience of  events

SCOPE OF SEQUENCE

R1 - 
Ascending the t imber steps,  lush greenery and cult ivated herbs intertwine with 
weathered concrete,  where new growth and l ingering traces of  the past revive 
the once-vacant space.

G1 - 
Moving through a carved sl ice of  earth,  one passes between concrete portals and 
shift ing green courtyards,  where mass and void,  l ight and shadow unfold as a 
l ived architectural  sect ion.

R2 - 
Descending beside the water,  the pool park offers a quiet  retreat where sound 
fades and earth-bound spaces create a moment of  st i l lness and reflect ion.

G2 - 
Heading toward the waterway,  shift ing atmospheres of  heat ,  mist ,  and spray blur 
enclosure into openness,  as the body is held in a quiet  dialogue between water, 
air,  and warmth.

R3 - 
Looking up through the frosted glass beneath the pool ,  di f fused l ight and f lowing 
water guide a quiet  transit ion toward the harbour,  where movement and l i fe 
unfold in a calm, int imate atmosphere.

G3 - 
Approaching the seaside,  windsurfers and sai lors animate the horizon as the 
sounds of  repair and dining intertwine,  creat ing a l ively rhythm where labor and 
leisure converge.

03
METHOD



04:  Intrascale montage sequence

Implementat ion of  montage into spatial  design

03
METHOD



STEPPED SEATING
(WI TH NATURAL ELEMEN TS)T IMBER PORTALS

04:  Technical  montage

Creating coherence between space by 
adopting uniform material  palette and spatial  languages

03
METHOD

PLANAR STEEL FRAME WI TH WI TH 
TREE-LIKE FOOTING

SPIRAL COURT YARD TREE-LIKE T IMBER STRUCTURE PLAN T-IN TEGRATED 
ELEMEN TS

PLAN T-IN TEGRATED 
ELEMEN TS
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03
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04
Greenhouse Block
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+6m Podium Level ▼
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Nature - Access - Modulate
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Puncturing and st i tching vert ically
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Spatial ,  programmatic,  v isual connections
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Nature - Access - Modulate - Puncture
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Blending natural  elements into spaces
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Diverse circulat ion experiences integrated with nature
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Diverse circulat ion experiences integrated with nature
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Diverse circulat ion experiences integrated with nature
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Nature - Access - Modulate - Puncture
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Programmes invit ing habitat ion
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Sunken experience with nature
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AXONOMETRIC - OVERVIEW OF DESIGN

01
Sports Block

02
Pool Block

03
Sauna Block

04
Greenhouse Block

+0m Ground Level

+6m Podium Level ▼

▼
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MON TAGE SEQUENCE - GREENHOUSE BLOCK



Nature to puncture - Access around nature

04
DESIGN

Water 
Skylight Water 

Skylight

GreeneryGreenery

Small theatre/
Service rooms

Farm 
terrace

Earthen
Garden

Resting 
Space

Indoor Pool

Sauna

Bench

Gym

Table

Rack

Furniture integrating 
with column

Skylight

Indoor
Atrium

Sports
Equipment
Repairs

Shop/
Kiosk

Outdoor Pool

Pantry

Planters and
benches

Multipurpose 
hall

Movable 
stalls

Movable
stalls

Building
Services

Bike Parking

Building Services/
Storage

Building Services/
Storage

Building Services/
Storage

Badminton court

Storage

Squash courtSquash court

Cultivation RoomCultivation Field

Gallery Space

Gallery Space

Prep Room

Storage
Shaded
Rest Area

Building Services/
Storage

To upper floor

Outdoor event space

Storage

Building
Services

Planters and
benches

Rehab

Step Courtyard

Sunken
Courtyard

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

PLAN +3M

EN TRANCE

IN TERVEN TION

GREENERY

WATER

OUTDOOR AREA

COVERED AREA

INDOOR AREA

0 5 10 20 40 m

A

A’

B

B’

C

C’

E E’

PLAN +0M - GREENHOUSE BLOCK

Water 
Skylight Water 

Skylight

GreeneryGreenery

Small theatre/
Service rooms

Farm 
terrace

Earthen
Garden

Resting 
Space

Indoor Pool

Sauna

Bench

Gym

Table

Rack

Furniture integrating 
with column

Skylight

Indoor
Atrium

Sports
Equipment
Repairs

Shop/
Kiosk

Outdoor Pool

Pantry

Planters and
benches

Multipurpose 
hall

Movable 
stalls

Movable
stalls

Building
Services

Bike Parking

Building Services/
Storage

Building Services/
Storage

Building Services/
Storage

Badminton court

Storage

Squash courtSquash court

Cultivation RoomCultivation Field

Gallery Space

Gallery Space

Prep Room

Storage
Shaded
Rest Area

Building Services/
Storage

To upper floor

Outdoor event space

Storage

Building
Services

Planters and
benches

Rehab

Step Courtyard

Sunken
Courtyard

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

Communal
Core

PLAN +3M

EN TRANCE

IN TERVEN TION

GREENERY

WATER

OUTDOOR AREA

COVERED AREA

INDOOR AREA

0 5 10 20 40 m

A

A’

B

B’

C

C’

E E’



Nature to puncture - Access around nature
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Experience with nature at  di f ferent alt i tudes
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0 5 10 20 40 mSECTION EE’ ’

LONG SECTION

01
Sports Block

02
Pool Block

03
Sauna Block

04
Greenhouse Block

Connected and programmatised podium and ground
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STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS
SAUNA BLOCK

Spiral step roof:
40mm Translucent polycarbonate roof
Click-fix joinery
100x100mm RHS steel frame
L-shape angles, bolted

Mesh balustrade:
Reddish corten
steel finish

Spiral walkway:
100x100 mm RHS steel frame
50mm thk mesh panels,
50x50mm steel 
I-shape sub-beam

Concrete Wall:
50mm Oak wood cladding,
Cavity with timber subframe,
100mm thk insulation
250mm thk concrete wall,
250mm thk rigid insulation,
Interior finish

Roof slab:
25mm recycled oak decking,
100x100mm batten,
20mm vapour barrier foil,
350mm XPS insulation,
10mm EPDM waterproofing,
50mm screeding,
250mm CLT slab

Gutter:
EPDM waterproofing,
Aluminium plate,
40x40mm R.H.S.,
Gypsum board,
Waterproof finish

Cantilever balcony:
500mm deep glulam beam,
Half-lap joint

Sliding door:
Bereco timber frame,
12mm thk vacuum glass

Balcony slab:
25mm thk recycled oak decking,
50mm screeding,
20mm waterproofing membrane
250mm CLT slab,
Waterproof finish

Interior flooring: 
25mm Oak floor tiles
50mm Screeding
150mm rigid XPS insulation,
30mm Jupiter Ideal Eco underfloor heating

Wide balcony support:
500x250mm glulam beam
500x200mm glulam sub-beam
L-shape angles
350x350mm glulam column
Steel connection
Concrete plinth

Mesh balustrade:
Reddish corten steel finish

Column base:
Steel connection, 
bolted,
Concrete plinth

DETAIL SECTION - COMMUNAL BLOCK
1:50 

SPIRAL COURT YARD TREE-INSPIRED CAN TILEVERED 
BALCONIES
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STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS
SPORTS BLOCK

Skylight voids:
150x150mm L-shape angle,
50mm oak plank,
LED-light strip at edges,
mesh balustrade

Operable windows,
Bereco timber frame,
12mm thk vacuum glass,
motorised hinges with weather sensors,
wood portal feature

Floating walkway:
150x100mm planar truss,
50mm mesh panel,
100x100mm I-beam,
(Tree-shape connection),
Concrete plinth

Shrub planter:
Soil and gravels,
slanted base,
dome drain,
waterproofing membrane

Edge Seating:
50mm oak plank with waterproof finish, screwed-in

Service shaft

Barrisol lighting with wood frame

Wood portal:
50mm oak plank with waterproof finish, tapered 
and screwed-in

Footing:
Neoprene rubber bedding,
concrete plinth

Tree planter:
Soil and gravels,
base connected to ground

Indoor slab:
50mm earthware tiles,
50mm screeding,
200mm concrete 

Stepped seating:
50mm oak plank with 
waterproof finish,
RHS steel frame

Floating walkway:
50mm thk mesh panels
L-shape angles

DETAIL SECTION - SPORTS HALL
1:50 

PLANAR STEEL FRAME WI TH WI TH 
TREE-LIKE FOOTINGT IMBER PORTALS
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STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS
GREENHOUSE BLOCK

PLAN T-IN TEGRATED ELEMEN TS
FACADE ARTICULATION
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Courtyard for passive venti lat ion in summer
VEN TILATION

SECTION - SAUNA BLOCK MODEL - GREENHOUSE BLOCK
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“Onion” layering of  programmes based on needs for heating
HEATING
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A scalable kit-of-parts. . .

S SCALE
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developed from technique of  collage and montage. . .

M SCALE
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to modulate monumental  big buildings. . .

L SCALE
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within Tall inn’s oversized Soviet  edif ices

XL SCALE

2A 
LINNAHALL

1D/2D
OLYMPIC YACH TING 
CEN TRE

2B 
TALLINN AIRPORT

2C 
TALLINN T V TOWER
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What ’s next for the Yachting Centre?

T IME SCALE - FUTURE
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Question Time!

COLLAGE - 
HETEROTOPIC LENS TO VIEW AND OPERATE THE YACH TING CEN TRE 


