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3.ELBURG

3. Port or industrial area

These industrial areas are both situated along large waterbodies. The
main difference between the two cities is the size of the industrial zone,
where Elburg’s is much larger than Doesburg's industrial area. In Elburg
there is more space for experimentation and the mixing of functions.
This is also possible in Doesburg, but on a smaller scale. Roof stacking
makes sure that there is enough space left for new public functions, and
with the transformation of ground floor levels, the area transforms into
a live-work environment. Both cities can strengthen water-related uses,
referring back to their origins as trade centres. Because of the scale,
Elburg can go higher in roof stacking without it taking over the entire

3.DOESBURG

skyline of the city. In Doesburg, the industrial area is located close to the
historic centre. lf new developments are too tall, the industrial area could
become the dominantfeature of the city skyline, which is currently defined
by the historic centre. Careful design is required in order to maintain the
attention on the historic centre instead of the industrial area. A new route
along the waterfront of these areas adds to the characteristics and the
identity of the area, making the industrial area not only accessible by car
but also pedestrian- and cyclist-friendly.

Conclusion

Elburg shows how different densification methods and interventions are
possible in different areas. The design interventions in the three sub-
areas can be very similar. However, the two cities’ areas are evaluated
with different criteria, which means that the design outcome of the
possibilities can still differ. The neighbourhood expansions have the most
similarities, while the historic centres and the industrial areas have big
differences. In the historic centre, the grid layout is very different, resulting
in other possibilities for design interventions; however, the evaluation
criteria are similar, which leads back to applying the same design
interventions. The industrial areas are different in size but have the same
identity and same characteristics. This results in different scales of design
interventions even though they are the same. Also, Doesburg is more
restricted in high-rise buildings in this area because the area borders the
historic centre and landscape.

Strategies

1. Isolated Historic Centre
/ Infill development of empty plots, including
parking lots, gardens and spaces in between
buildings. Splitting buildings and plots is
also possible where backyards are filled and
- existing buildings are divided into multiple

] apartments.

h &

3. Port & Water Cities
Transforming functions and roof stacking.
\ Buildings along the waterfront can be

transformed into new functions, including
public functions or water-related businesses.
For Hanseatic cities, this strategy is often

combined with the industrial cities, which is
the fourth strategy.

The sub-areas are very similar, and the differences are minor. From these
sub-areas different strategies can be excluded, which translates into which
design interventions can be applied in areas with the same spatial and
historic characteristics. The first strategy is based on the historic centre,
which is completely isolated with its historic fortifications. The second
strategy is based on the neighbourhoods of Elburg and Doesburg and
is described as rural Hanseatic cities, where the surrounding landscape
plays a major role in the identity of the area. The third and fourth strategies
are based on the port and industrial area, where the waterfront and the
industrial environment describe the possibilities in design interventions.

2. Rural Hanseatic Cities

Infill development on empty plots, splitting
plots and buildings, and roof stacking. Careful
integration of the surrounding landscape.
Outdoor space is important.

4. |Industrial Cities

Roof  stacking, transforming  functions,
combining living with working. This area allows
the most possibilities for design interventions,

since its identity is more flexible than the other

strategies. Animportant design intervention in
this area is improving the street profiles to be
more pedestrian- and cyclists-friendly.
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6.2 Hanseatic Cities
Applicable in other Hanseatic cities

The small-scale densification of Elburg can function as an inspiring
example for other cities, but it is not directly transferable to all cities. Each
city has unique challenges that require a sensitive approach. Spatially,
the Hanseatic cities show big differences. Isolated cores like Deventer,
Zwolle, or Kampen are ideal for infill projects: repurposing vacant
buildings, creating upper-floor apartments, or transforming backyards.
Cities with more open structures, such as Zutphen or Hattem, offer
space for expansion at the edges, for example, by redeveloping industrial
sites. River cities like Nijmegen or Arnhem can explore densification
along the waterfront. Tourist cities like Elburg must ensure densification

1. Isolated Historic Centre 2. Rural Hanseatic Cities

is subtle to preserve their character, while more industrial cities can
promote mixed-use developments (living and working), while university
cities, such as Groningen or Deventer, benefit from affordable rental
housing by, for example, converting offices. Cities with strict heritage
policies require careful integration of new developments in the existing
context. The four strategies that are excluded from the comparison of
Elburg and Doesburg are applied to the other Hanseatic cities, as shown
onthe map. A fifth strategy is added that includes larger Hanseatic cities,
which have larger expansion zones and where larger-scale densification
is possible.

3. Port & Water Cities

Small streets, many monuments, limited expansion  Smaller cities, surrounded by agriculture or nature. Limited ~ Along waterbodies. Historic port areas or cities with a
opportunities. Strong monument regulations and limited ~ accessibility. Preserving rural identity attracts commuters — strong waterfront or many water-related functions.

space. from the city.
Possible design interventions Possible design interventions
Infill development of empty plots, splitting buildings.

buildings, and roof stacking.

4. Industrial Cities

Large industrial areas, often along water bodies or train
networks. Wide grid with large industrial buildings and
offices.

Possible design interventions
Roof stacking, transforming functions, combining living with
working.

Possible design interventions

Infill development on empty plots, splitting plots and  Transforming functions and roof stacking.

\\

5. Larger Hanseatic Cities

Larger population, broader economic profile. Highly
accessible by public transport and a high number of job
opportunities.

Possible design interventions

Densifying existing areas by roof stacking, splitting buildings
and infill development. After these interventions, urban
expansion zones are possible.

Iypes of Hanseatic Cities

1. Isolated Historic Centres

- 2. Rural Hanseatic Cities
B 3 Port & Water Cities
Bl 4 cusial Cites
B 5 Cooe Hanseatic Cities
B o8 Doesburg

M o 10k

Groningen
Bolsward
Stavoren
Hasselt
Kampen Ommen

Elbur% Halﬂeml Zwolle

Harderwijk D t
J ‘ SEE ‘ Oldenzaal

Rijssen
*Zupthen
» Doesburg
Tiel Arnhem
‘ Nijmegen
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Roermond

Figure 16: Strategies applicable in other Hanseatic cities
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6.3 National Scale

The National Housing Demand

The densification of the Hanseatic cities can contribute to addressing the
national housing demand. New housing developments strengthen their
economic position together with their cultural position. New housing
developments in the Hanseatic cities will result in reduced pressure
on the housing demand in the Randstad. Housing developments are
nationally distributed, stimulating new living and working environments
in smaller cities.

Preserving historical identity

Small-scaled densification strategies allow for growth in sensitive cities.
With site-specific criteria, new developments can be implemented
while preserving the unique identities of the cities. The preservation of
the identity and characteristics of these sensitive areas also strengthens
tourism and local liveability. The unique identity of these cities functions
as an important factor in their attractiveness for residents and visitors.

Economic stimulation

New developments also stimulate local economies. Transforming
areas and redeveloping, for example, industrial areas can increase job
opportunities in these cities, making it more attractive for starters and
entrepreneurs to live and work here. The regional cities transform from
commuting towns to living and working cities. At the same time, their
historic centre strengthens business opportunities in tourism, which also
contributes to the economic growth. The cities have stronger economic
positions within the region by creating more job opportunities.

Encouraging social diversity

With the focus on the starters and elderly, new affordable housing helps
maintain a socially diverse population. Starters can return to the regional
cities, and the elderly can remain in their familiar surroundings. Design
interventions that stimulate collective living with shared courtyards,
preventing demographic imbalance, resulting in more inclusive and
resilient cities.

Strengthening connections

Stimulating this growth and economic developmentin the Hanseatic cities
will result in new and stronger connections between the Hanseatic cities
themselves but also between the Hanseatic region and the Randstad.
These connections are shown on the map. With improved public
transport infrastructure and regional economic networks, knowledge
exchange and cooperation between cities are improved. The Hanseatic
cities return as a strong interconnected network that complements the
existing network of the Randstad.

Challenges

This possible growth and new connections also brings its challenges.
Strengthening these connections is only possible by investing in public
transport and infrastructure to support better mobility between the
cities and to attract commuters. Another challenge addresses that
small-scale densification is often more complex than large-scale
suburban development. Current residents of these historic cities can
offer resistance or concerns about changes in their environment, which
makes it very important to carefully integrate new developments in the
existing context.

Network

- High pressure zones
- Elburg & Doesburg
|:| Other Hanseatic Cities

O  Cities with Highest Housing Demand
®  Hanseatic Cities

— Existing Connections

mmmen Strengthening Connections

mmmmnn - Hanseatic cities Connections

Figure 17- Strategies appli
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7.1 Conclusion

This thesis started off with a personal fascination for historic centres and
their potential for future housing developments. This fascination turned
into a question on how history-sensitive cities can be densified while
retaining their unique identity. In the context of the housing demand, this
thesis explored how site-specific qualities and identities can be a source
of inspiration for new housing developments.

Combining small-scale densification methods together with design
interventions that align with the needs of the target groups, the research
supports both the technical and social elements of the design. In order
to evaluate if the design interventions complement the identity and
characteristics of the area, important spatial and historical characteristics
are analysed to form evaluation criteria that represent this identity. These
criteria are site-specific, but because of the same structures and similar
characteristics of the Hanseatic cities, design interventions or ideas are
transferable. Each city, however, does need their site-specific evaluation
criteria to test whether these design interventions complement their
unique identity.

The characteristics that are most vulnerable to change when new
housing developments are introduced are also site-specific. In the case
of the historic cities, the characteristics that are most likely to change are
characteristics and elements that shape the famous streetscapes and
skyline. The historic centre of the city has the strongest historic identity
and is often the face shown to the world, which results in the area with
the most limitations for new developments. The neighbourhood and
industrial areas are more flexible because their existing identity allows
for more change and new identities. Their identity is more focused on
function instead of the historical \ayers. It is, however, important that
design interventions in these areas do not take the focus away from the
historic centre, meaning that the environment and identities of the three
areas all need to complement the identity on the city-scale level.

Throughout this process, | have also been confronted with the limits
of what design can do. Putting ideas on paper and making decisions
on what works best have been difficult because one intervention may
benefit one person but will challenge another or challenge the identity
of the area or city. This means that there is no perfect solution that works

for everyone. A good balance between which elements need to be
preserved and which elements are more flexible for growth reflects back
to the maximum carrying capacity of the city. The limits of the scale of
design interventions are tested and evaluated with the evaluation criteria,
finding a balance between preserving and growing.

The research and design process contributed to getting a better
understanding of the possibilites of small-scale developments in
these sensitive areas and how these areas should be approached,
while balancing preservation and growth. This research and design
exploration taught me that some of the most meaningful decision-
making was in deciding and finding out what the identity of the area is
and what it could be after the design implementations. The limitations
of the research are mainly focused on deciding on what | thought
was important to preserve and what could possibly be changed. This
reflects on how the perception of space is different for other people. A
recommendation for future research would be to integrate stakeholders
more into the evaluation criteria by discussing with them if these criteria
align with what their needs are.

Two different types of design interventions can be implemented in the
Hanseatic cities. The first ones are the densification methods that focus on
the technical aspects of new housing. Secondly, spatial and architectural
elements can be implemented to strengthen or complement the
existing or new identity of the area. These elements shape the technical
interventions into design ideas that complement the needs of the target
groups. The research reveals that historic cities can be sustainably
densified with site-specific qualities and unique local identity as a driver
for urban growth. It is important to analyse the areas on a deep level to
get a good understanding of which characteristics and spatial elements
form the identity and qualities of the city and which elements can be used
in new developments that complement the unique identity of the city.
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7.2 Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation project topic, your
master track (A, U, BT, LA, MBE), and your master programme (MSc
AUBS)?

‘Density in historic centres’ is orientated from a personal fascination for
historic centres and their cultural environment. | always romanticised the
historic architecture and cultural heritage of the Hanseatic cities. From
these personal experiences my graduation research question formed.
The research and design of this thesis reflect the essence of the Urbanism
track and MSc AUBS programme, translated into working across scales
with a focus on different perspectives, including the economic, the social
and the ecological dimensions of design. A dimension that this research
adds to that is the cultural-historic layering of the city, which can be seen
as a sub-dimension of the social dimension. This design and research
aims to balance these pillars using spatial tools and criteria that form
the boundaries for the social and ecological dimensions. The design is
seen as a tool to show the dynamic between decision-making and the
impacts of these decisions on a small scale and how these decisions can
eventually have an impact on a much larger scale.

2. How did your research influence your design/recommendations,
and how did the design/recommendations influence your research?

Starting with a first research question that focused a lot on preserving
the historic centre made me aware of all the things that | could not
change in new design ideas. This resulted in a tunnel vision of keeping
everything as it is instead of trying to find a balance between preserving
and growing, which is the goal of the thesis. After adjusting my research
question, | changed my perspective on the amount of preservation in
the historic cities, and | changed my perspective on the effect of urban
densification on cities. This research has been an iterative process, where
constant negotiation between research and design was necessary to
better understand the site of Elburg and to better understand how these
systems work. As | mentioned, at the beginning my focus was more on
preserving, but throughout the process | shifted my focus more towards
the possibilities for growth. Finding the balance between growing and
preserving asked for constant negotiation and evaluation. The shift
in focus on possibilities for growth began with researching in a very

technical way if and how these densification methods can be applied
in the three sub-areas. Instead of starting with analysing what the target
groups needs are, | started exploring densification possibilities from a
technical perspective. This resulted in first testing the possible methods
in the areas and then matching these possibilities to the target groups.
The iterative process of this thesis was also reflected in the methodology
and the approach. At first | was interested in testing the research and
design on two case studies. However, during my analysis | realised that
the process was repetitive for the two cities, which brought me to focus
on one case study in the design exploration. The analysis on both cities is
used to compare the cities and make a hypothesis on how design ideas
can be transferred to the second case study, Doesburg.

During the final design process, | constantly questioned why this
intervention is suitable for the site-specific surroundings and how it
would affect its identity. How does it change the identity or characteristics
of the area? In the introduction chapter the approach explains how | first
wanted to create a vision for each sub-area and the city and then zoom
in on the design on the local scale. However, during the final decision-
making for the design, | concluded that the vision was too abstract and
broad for the current phase that | was working in. | decided that | first
focused on the design on the local scale and then reflected it back to
the city scale and decided whether a vision was needed to explain my
design better. This resulted in making a masterplan instead of a vision.

| started writing with the focus on a liveable city and sustainable
developments, but during my research | firstfocused on the possibilities of
densification and the effects of it. After this research | started to integrate
the needs of the target groups. This is where | started to think about the
liveability of the area, moving towards more sustainable developments.
Having a brainstorm with my sister and friends really helped me with
getting ideas and input from people without a designer's perspective but
more from a resident’s perspective. They were really envisioning what the
benefits of living in this area would be while discussing how a day would
look if they were to live here themselves. This brainstorm made it clear
for me to prioritise different spatial elements that needed more attention
in the final design, which included design interventions that were added
next to the densification interventions. Going back and forth between
my approach and methodology, my research and the final design helped

me ground my research process and made me constantly aware of how
the choices that | made at that point would reflect back on the research
question and research aim of the thesis. This required adjustments of the
research question and the approach after finding out something did not
work or did not align with the research aim of the thesis.

3.How do you assess the value of your way of working (your approach,
your used methods, and your used methodology)?

The approach that | used for this project helped me guide myself
through the different steps of the process that led me to the end goal
of the thesis. At the start of the thesis, | began researching with a biased
opinion on historic cities and with a negative perspective towards urban
densification and larger cities. | was unaware of the prejudgement | had
towards larger, bigger cities because comparing the larger cities with
the smaller cities always made me aware of how | believed the smaller
cities were better and more liveable than the larger ones. However, |
have been living in Rotterdam for the last years, and | believe that my
surroundings are also liveable, while the identity of the environment
is very different from smaller, regional cities. So the first thing that |
needed to do was change my personal perspective to a more objective
perspective, allowing me to see the cities differently. By comparing
densification methods of Rotterdam with possible design ideas in Elburg,
| concluded that interventions can be the same but have a different
outcome because of different surroundings. This does not mean that the
outcome is perceived in a negative way. It made me shift my focus from
completely preserving a site towards exploring areas that are open for
change and new perspectives. | used a lot of sketching for the sub-areas,
where | tested the different densification approaches without limitations
in height, sizes and dimensions. After this task | evaluated all the sketches
with the criteria based on the analysis on the different layers of the
city. This exercise let me see the possibilities of urban growth without
compromising specific qualities of the area. This exercise also made it
very important to decide which criteria shape the identities of the city the
best. Finally, it was crucial to visualise how the people really lived in these
areas after the design interventions. This was the final part of the research
that | needed to answer the research question and to be able to scale the
design back to the national scale and housing demand.

4. How do you assess the academic and societal value, scope and
implication of your graduation project, including ethical aspects?

The academic and societal value, scope and implication of this
graduation project are assessed with the evaluation criteria that include
the needs of the current and future residents while also focusing on
the site-specific elements. From an academic perspective, this thesis
contributes to how smaller site-sensitive areas can be approached in
new housing developments, including showing possible design ideas for
these areas. From a social perspective, the thesis reflects back on how
people’s lives are influenced when making these decisions. In this step of
the process, the thesis recognises that in future developments, decisions
can not only be made with top-down interventions. Discussing the
needs and opinions of current and future residents allows for a balance
between top-down decision-making and bottom-up design ideas. In
these small-scale interventions the residents play a major role, where
current buildings and plots are divided into multiple units, asking for the
cooperation of current residents.

In terms of scope and implication, this thesis offers a view on how
these cities can be used for future developments and how they should
be approached. This is not a definite way of approaching but a single
method that is tested. There are still other ways to test this as well, but the
main goal of this approach is to create awareness of the importance of
current surroundings in an area and how these identities can be used as
a source of inspiration for future developments. The awareness itself is an
important aspect for the current and future residents since the areas have
a strong, unique identity that contributes to the liveability of the area. The
project offers methods to test and evaluate new developments within the
boundaries and needs of the site and the target group.

From an ethical perspective, the thesis constantly challenged my
own beliefs on urban developments and densification. My personal
connection to the historic cities sometimes interfered with my decision-
making. | was constantly trying to balance my design ideas between the
top-down and bottom-up perspectives. Sometimes | had the idea that |
was changing a lot of things in the area, while on the other hand | focused
on not changing anything so it would result in very few changes in the
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design areas. It was difficult to find a balance between these two ways of
approaching. Adding to that, the design process could dive more into the
bottom-up approach by interviewing current residents and discussing
what their perspective is on the identity of their surroundings. This would
be an important step in the process and offers interesting perspectives
for new developments, where co-creation with the residents allows for
feedback on design ideas and helps get a deeper understanding of the
sensitive area. A lot of the decisions were made based on rules made by
the municipality that were discussed in the vision documents for the sites.
One of these rules includes preserving the streetscapes of the historic
centre when dividing the building into multiple units.

5. How do you assess the value of the transferability of your project
results?

The transferability of my project can be tested through different scales.
This started with translating the design ideas of the sub-areas in Elburg
to the sub-areas of Doesburg. This comparison led to the conclusion
about which design ideas can be transferred to cities with similar
characteristics. That brought me to translating it to other Hanseatic
cities, where | analysed the main structure of the cities and matched it
with one of the three sub-areas of the cities of Elburg and Doesburg.
The main aspect that makes this project transferable for other cities is
the site-sensitive context and the small-scale densification approach. The
research works with sensitive areas, monumental bui|o|ings, protected
sites, a commuter's environment, and cultural-historic perspectives,
which are elements found in many other cities. The transferability
for this project is more focused on the approach than on the design
interventions. Every city has its own identity and characteristics that can
lead to different design outcomes. The method of testing and evaluating
can be applied in new developments in other cities. Some of the spatial
elements of the two case studies are similar to other cities, primarily other
Hanseatic cities, which allows for some of the design outcomes to be
translated to these cities. However, they still need to be evaluated with
their site-specific criteria.

The transferability to other cities should also be more focused on the
process of engagement than solely on replicating design ideas. In this
case, the engagement of the identity and characteristics of the site and
the needs of the target groups form the base for the evaluation criteria.
[tis important that the approach needs to be open for adaptation, where
the process of iteration is possible throughout the entire research and
design process. This thesis offers possible design interventions for cities
with similar characteristics and identities, but more importanﬂy, it offers a
framework and approach on how these cities and stakeholders can be
engaged in the process of new developments.
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Appendix 1: Policy analysis Hanseatic cities

City Development History preservation
Using herit the foundation and inspiration f devel t
. Urban densification through new high-rise buildings sing herltage as ihe founcation and nspiration for new developments
Groningen ) (Gemeente Groningen, n.d.)
(Gemeente Groningen, n.d.)
Urban densification
Preference for infill development instead of expansion, but there Cultural-historical values serving as the foundation and source of
Bolsward is too little space so expansion is also needed inspiration for new developments
Repurposing monumental buildings (Gemeente Sudwest-Fryslan, 2021)
(Gemeente Stdwest-Fryslan, 2021)
Urban densificati
roan aensiiication ) ‘ Access to the water needs to be preserved
Stavoren Preference for infill development instead of expansion (Gemeente Sudwest-Fryslan, 2021
(Gemeente Stdwest-Fryslan, 2021) ysian,
Accommodating the growth of Zwolle Hanze & Bedevaart: a project in which Hasselt's historic city centre makes
Hasselt Phased development its religious heritage more visible and liveable.
(Gemeente Zwartewaterland, 2025) (Gemeente Zwartewaterland, 2025)
P New buildings must match the scale and cultural-historical appearance
Urban densification : :
New development areas need to achieve a balance between heritage and
Kampen Repurposing/further development of monuments innovation
G te K d.
(Gemeente Kampen, nd) (Gemeente Kampen, nd.)
Heritage must be preserved, but also needs to be liveable and visible
) . A protected cityscape. New initiatives must comply with the
Urban densification through new high-rise buildings . ) o T
Elburg (Elburg, 2025) afwegingsmatric nieuwe initiatieven
o Preserve the characteristic street pattern and monuments
(Elburg, 2025)
Urban densification through high-rise buildi
. roan gens! ‘Cé I_Om roug newl gh-ise bul mgé Preserving the monuments and the fishing history
Harderwijk Preference for infill development instead of expansion (Gemeente Harderwik, 2025)
(Gemeente Harderwijk, 2025) e
Urban densification through new high-rise buildings Heritage is a source of inspiration. It must be preserved, protected, and
Zwolle Neighbourhood reinforcement enhanced.
Repurposing cultural-historical buildings is preferred Architectural requirements, use of traditional materials (brick and wood)
(Gemeente Zwolle, nd.) (Gemeente Zwolle, nd.)
Urban densification through new high-rise buildings if they fit in New developments must align with the historic Hanseatic character.
Hattem with the environment Protecting monuments and preserving Hanseatic heritage.
(Gemeente Hattem, 2021) (Gemeente Hattem, 2021)
Urban densification New developments are integrated while retaining characteristic
Ommen Repurposing cultural-historical buildings environmental quality
(Gemeente Ommen, nd.) (Gemeente Ommen, n.d.)
Historical layers as a source of inspiration for future developments
Urban densification Fortificgtions asa buffer zone fhat brings together cultural history, nature,
Deventer recreation and climate adaptation

(Gemeente Deventer, 2025)

Preserving historic streets and avenues

(Gemeente Deventer, 2025)

City Development History preservation
Urban densification and transformation
: Infill development New developments need to be in balance with the green spaces
Rijssen .
Focus on local growth (Gemeente Rijssen-Holten, n.d.)
(Gemeente Rijssen-Holten, n.d.)
Urban densification through infill devel tand high-
crosn censiiication fhrough Infil ceveiopment and new fig New developments need to be based on the historical structure
rise buildings ) )
Oldenzaa i : L o Surrounding landscape is a boundary
Transformation and repurposing of existing buildings (Gereente Oldenzaal, nd)
(Gemeente Oldenzaal, n.d.) L
Urban densification through new high-rise buildings Show the old fortress of the city better, it is now a green area with historical
Zutphen New towers that will be integrated into the historic surroundings. buildings
(Zutphen, 2025) (Zutphen, 2025b)
Urban densification through infill development, reuse,
Doesbur redevelopment and repurposing Restoring historical values
9 Connections between neighbourhoods (Gemeente Doesburg, 2023)
(Gemeente Doesburg, 2023)
Urban densification Using the cultural history as a foundation
New developments concentrated around public transport hubs Cultural history is used to increase the attractiveness of the city
Arnhem New high-rise buildings A framework for new developments to ensure the coherence between
Repurposing of existing buildings densification and cultural-historical values.
(Gemeente Arnhem, 2025) (Gemeente Arnhem, 2025)
Urban densification concentrated around public transport hubs
New-high rise buildings, but not in and around protected The unique identity of the city is a starting point for spatial development
Nijmegen cityscapes. Not only protect heritage, but make it visible and liveable.
Transformation of buildings and the division of homes (Gemeente Nijmegen, 2025)
(Gemeente Nijmegen, 2025)
Urban densificati
roan densttication ) Making the history visible and liveable
Tiel Restructuring and repurposing monuments (Gemeente Tiel, nd.)
(Gemeente Tiel, nd.) L
Urban densification through infill development Growing from identity
Maashomml Only urban expansion where necessary Cultural history as a guiding principle for growth
Repurposing heritage Using heritage for new developments
(Omgevingsloket, nd.) (Omgevingsloket, n.d.)
P i ltural-historical identit
Urban densification through infill development feserving culurai-nistonical ioentity
S o Cultural history as a framework
Zaltbommel New high-rise buildings o o
(Omgevingsvisie Bommelerwaard, nd) New high-rise buildings need to fit in historical silhouette
9 T (Omgevingsvisie Bommelerwaard, n.d.)
Urban densification H\stc.)r\calilayerin.g.as a {ounda‘t\on ‘ ‘ N
: ) ) . Making history visible, recognizable, and liveable for residents and visitors
Infill development, transformation, restructuring, splitting houses o .
Venlo ) New developments should follow the densification principles and
and roof stacking L L .
(Gemeente Venlo, nd) guidelines to ensure they fit within the skyline
L (Gemeente Venlo, nd.)
Urban densification Densification with respect for the city's history
Roermond Repurposing of vacant buildings History as a source of inspiration

(Gemeente Roermond, n.d.)

(Gemeente Roermond, n.d.)
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Appendix 2: Hanseatic cities sketches
Hattem

Main conclusions:
High-rise buildings can disrupt the historic skyline,
High-rise buildings in surrounding neighbourhood can shift focus
away from historic landmark (church),
In business district there is a potential for roof stacking, but that
leads to a high contrast between high-rise & low-rise buildings,
Historic centre surrounded by a large expansion zone of
neighbourhoods.

Zutphen

Main conclusions:
High-rise buildings can disrupt the historic skyline,
High-rise buildings in surrounding neighbourhood can shift focus
away from historic landmark (church towers),
In business district there is a potential for roof stacking, but that
leads to a high contrast between high-rise & low-rise buildings,
Infill developments can disrupt the historic landscape (fortifications),
Historic centre surrounded by water and neighbourhoods.

Elburg

Main conclusions:
High-rise buildings in surrounding neighbourhood can shift focus
away from historic landmark (church),

Infill developments can disrupt the historic landscape (city walls
disappear),

The port area can change in function,
Surrounded by agricultural landscape.
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Doesburg

Main conclusions:
High-rise buildings can disrupt the historic skyline,

High-rise buildings in surrounding neighbourhood can shift focus
away from historic landmark (church),

In business district there is a potential for roof stacking, but that
leads to a high contrast between high-rise & low-rise buildings,
Historic centre surrounded by water and neighbourhoods.
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