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Argumentation of choice 
of the studio 

I chose the Heritage studio for several reasons. Firstly, 
renovating existing buildings offers a sustainable approach 
to creating renewed spaces. Additionally, blending old and 
new structures can lead to exciting design approaches. 
Finally, I have a strong interest for designing cultural and 
public buildings. All of these factors have contributed to 
me choosing this studio. 

 

Graduation project  
Title of the graduation 
project 
 

Building Balance: Spatial Strategies for Research and 
Public Functions at the Koninklijke Bibliotheek 

Goal  
Location: Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag 
The posed problem,  The modern library of the 21st century has evolved from 

a static repository into a multifunctional ‘third space’ that 
fulfils a diverse range of social needs. While public 
libraries increasingly prioritize social functions - such as 
makerspaces, event spaces and cafés - national libraries 
like the Koninklijke Bibliotheek (KB) in The Hague require 
quiet and focused environments for research. Therefore, 
the KB faces a unique challenge: balancing their core 
mission as a research institution and preserver of cultural 
heritage with growing societal demands for openness, 
accessibility and public programming.  

research questions and  According to the problem statement, the following 
research question is defined: 
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How can spatial strategies in the building of the 
Koninklijke Bibliotheek contribute to creating an effective 
balance between research and public needs? 
 
Sub-questions to answer this research question:  
 
- What are the challenges and opportunities in the 
library design to fulfil the researcher and public needs? 
- What spatial functions and environments do 
researchers and public users require? 
- How can spatial strategies for the Koninklijke 
Bibliotheek be formulated based on user surveys and 
case study analysis to balance research and public 
functions? 

design assignment in 
which these result.  

The design assignment: How can the architectural design 
of the Koninklijke Bibliotheek create a balance between 
research spaces and vibrant, inviting public zones without 
compromising the functionality of either? The design 
proposal for the Koninklijke Bibliotheek will be informed 
by the spatial strategies identified by the research. 
 

Process  
Method description   
 

1. Case study Analysis: 
Three Libraries, Oodi Helsinki, OBA Amsterdam and the Seattle Public library 
will be analysed to identify challenges and opportunities in library design. For 
each case, architectural drawings, floorplans and photographs will be collected 
and examined according to four spatial themes: zoning and functional layout; 
flexibility and multifunctionality; acoustic strategies; accessibility and 
circulation. All findings will be organized in a comparative matrix highlighting 
common solutions and innovative approaches for library design.  
 

2. User Survey: 
A survey will be conducted among visitors of the KB. This survey will be 
conducted in collaboration with fellow group members of the Heritage Studio 
and will take place both online and on-site, in and around the KB. The users 
will be divided into two groups: researchers (who require access to collections 
and quiet study environments) and public users (who do not use collections 
but visit for social, cultural, or community activities). The survey results will be 
analysed separately for each group, followed by a comparative analysis to 
identify differences and similarities in the spatial needs of researchers and 
public users. This will facilitate a more nuanced understanding of the spatial 
functions and environments that are required for the KB and how these align 
with findings from the literature on other libraries. 
 

3. Semi-structured interviews: 



Semi structured interviews will be conducted with KB users to gather insights 
into their experiences, preferences, and perceptions of the KB building. Each 
interview will be audio-recorded, transcribed and analysed. These qualitative 
findings will complement the survey data. 
 

4. Comparative study: 
Findings from the case study analysis, user survey, and semi-structured 
interviews will be combined and compared to formulate spatial strategies for 
the KB. 
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Reflection 
1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio 

topic (if applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your 
master programme (MSc AUBS)?  
My graduation project focuses on a sub-component of the studio topic “Designing 
a sustainable library”. Specifically, my project focuses on finding a new spatial 
strategy for the KB based on user insights. 
  
This aligns closely with the Architecture track of my master, incorporating several 
themes that were prevalent throughout the master: performing value-
assessments for existing buildings to inform new designs, repurposing existing 
buildings in a sustainable manner and incorporating social and cultural 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01616846.2023.2242626
https://doi.org/10.1111/gec3.12592
https://scholarsarchive.library.albany.edu/jlams/vol12/iss2/4


perspectives in building design.  
  

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, 
professional and scientific framework.  
The findings from this research will give direction to the spatial (re)design of the 
KB and also contribute to theoretical insights on reconciling multifunctional 
requirements within national libraries.  

 
 

 


