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Amsterdam, Amsterdam
Waar moet ik wonen dan?
Amsterdam, Amsterdam
Waar ik zo naar terugverlang
Amsterdam, Amsterdam

Het gaat nooit lukken ben ik bang

Er is geen plek die mij zo gelukkig maken kan

Moet ik dan nu naar Lelystad, Almere of Parijs?

Ik blijf optimistisch, maar sta onderaan de lijst

Deze zoektocht duurt zo lang, mijn haren worden grijs
ledereen verdient een thuis in het Mokums paradijs

Songtekst afkomstig uit Geluk van Sophie Straat (2020).

Amsterdam, Amsterdam

Where am | supposed to live then?
Amsterdam, Amsterdam

The place I long to return to
Amsterdam, Amsterdam

I'm afraid it's never going to work out

There’s no place that can make me this happy

Do I now have to go to Lelystad, Almere, or Paris?

| stay optimistic, but I'm at the bottom of the list
This search is taking so long, my hair is turning grey
Everyone deserves a home in the Mokum paradise

Lyrics from Geluk by Sophie Straat (2020). Translation by the author.
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Research questions, met hods & objectives
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Figure 1: Lefebvre's (1974) conceptualization of space
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To critically examine how the dominant housing systentreats alternatives, this research uses a
framework designed by Vanags et al. (2017), who differentiate between technical, financial, social,
governance, and environmental aspects of housingFor the sake of this researchthe technical and
environmental aspects are merged into what is called a 'physical' aspect. A spatial aspect &lded to
place housing into its broader (urban) contextHuman geographers, suchas van Gent (2013)stress
this spatial aspect due tothe broader socio-spatial effects of housing. In this view, housing is not
individual homes but interconnected spatial entities. Tounderstand the complex dimensions ofthe
dominant housing system, this researchthus identifies five interrelated aspects: financial, political,
social, spatial, and physical (see Table 1). Beyond the framework of Vanags et al. (2017), these aspects
are based on literature that highlights the connections between housing and the economic siem
(Rolnik, 2019; Madden & Marcuse, 2016), governance beliefs (Jacobs, 2019; Uitermark, 2009), social
and cultural norms (Ronald, 2008), spatial structures (Lefebvre, 1974/an Gent, 2013), andphysical
form (Aranda, 2024). Together, these aspects provide a way to understand how main housing ideas
operate as a dominant system, both throughmaterial and immaterial dimensions.

Table 1: Dimensions of housing including dominant imaginaries

‘ Dimension Definition Dominant imaginary Main sources

Financial The economic structures, investment |Housing as a commodity and investment Rolnik (2019); Fernandez &
mechanisms, and state/market forces | asset, where market forces, financialization, | Aalbers (2016); Boelhouwer
that shape housing and ownership and homeownership are prioritized through | (2020); van Gent &
models. speculative market. Hochstenbach (2020)

Political The governance decisions, policy, and |Housing as an individual responsibility, Jacobs (2019) Flynn &
political ideologies that dictate housing | characterized by neoliberalism, Montalbano (2024); Forrest &
regulation and the role of the deregulation, privatization, and reduced Hirayama (2009); Howells &
state/market. state intervention, favoring ownership. Olsen (2025).

Social The cultural values, social norms, and |Housing as centered around home- Blunt & Dowling (2006);
lived experiences that shape housing |ownership and the nuclear family as Ronald & Arundel (2023);
perceptions and realities. economic agents and markers of success Aranda (2024).

and stability.

Spatial The ways in which housing is Shift from state-driven spatial planning Lefebvre (1991); Musterd &
physically distributed and structured toward market-driven redevelopment, Ostendorf (1998); van Gent
with the broader urban (or regional) risking gentrification, displacement, and (2013); Smith (1996); Harvey
landscape. privatization of public space. (2001).

Physical The tangible aspects of housing, Standardized, high-density housing, Aranda (2024); Ronald &
including design, materials, and prioritizing efficiency and increasingly Elsinga (2011); Hagbert et al.
typologies, shaped by economic, sustainability, with limited adaptability and | (2013); Wabel (2024).
environmental, and social needs. diversity.
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The Dutch case presents a mixed path. Housingpolicies have increasingly supported a more
financialized and neoliberal model, while maintaining a strong social rental sector (Boelhouwer, 29;
Elsinga, 2025). Elsinga (2025) explains that the Dutch housing sector was initially based on social
liberalism, as shown by the Woningwet of 1901. This law ensured that housing associations received
state support but remained independent. However, poliogs like 'notaHeerma' in 1989 and the financial
independence of housing associations in 1995 mark a shift towards neoliberalism (Elsinga, 2025).
Additional EU rules introduced stricter income limits, which reinforced targeted access to social
housing instead of universal access (Elsinga & Lind, 2013). Despite these dominant models, growing
debates within institutions and politics suggest a potential postneoliberal shift in the Netherlands
(Flynn & Montalbano, 2024). In summary, the political aspecshapes the rules of the game. This
influences which housing models are seen adegitimate from a political and governance perspective.
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marginalizes alternative household structures Instead, the model is accused ofreinforcing gender-

based divisions of labor and wealth inequality between generations (Madden & Marcuse, 2016; Ronald

& Arundel, 2023). Tie social imaginary of housing is further influencedby race and class Examples are

practices like redlining in the US (Wachter & Megbolugbe, 1992) and the stigma of social housing in
Europe (Risager, 2022). These examplesmderscore how dominant ideas not only reflect social norms

but also actively create them.
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The spatial dimension of housing involves how housing is organized and designed within theader

urban fabric. In this dimension, housingis not just about individual homes Instead, houses are parbf

a wider spatial fabric that influences where people live in relation toservices and opportunities

(Lefebvre, 1974). Land use patternand zoning lawsare amongthe factors that shape this dimension.
Importantly, these spatial arrangements reflect and recreate social hierarchies. Decisions about space
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features of modern urban housing is thedominance of compact, high-density blocks (Drozdz et al.,
2018).Alongsidethis increase in density, there has been a greater focus on prefabrication and modular
construction as affordable answers to housing shortages and labor market issues (Shibani et al., 2021).
Recently, environmental concerns have also gained importance This, for example,has led to
regulations improving energy efficiency and carbon neutrality in new projects (Tozer & Klenk, 2018;
Hagbert et al., 2013). Thishift reflects abroader change towards sustainable urban developmenand

shows how regimes can be (partially) open to change.
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Figure 2: Schematic illustration of the multi-political approach of prefiguration (adapted from Schiller-Merkens, 2021).
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Transition pathway |Definition

Reproduction Alternatives remain marginal or suppressed, regime persists.
Adaptation Regime adjusts, often co-opting alternatives without altering core logic.
Reconfiguration Alternatives infiltrate and slowly reshape the regime.

De-/realignment Regime collapse leads to the rise of new configurations.

Substitution A mature niche replaces the regime amid strong landscape pressures.

Table 2: Transition pathways for socio-political regime change (Térnberg, 2021)
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Figure 3: Schematic illustration of the Multi Level Perspective (adapted from Geels, 2002). TIME
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Figure 4: Conceptual framework
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This research uses anulti-method qualitative approach that combines different methods to explore
the transformative potential of alternative housing ideas in Amsterdam. The study isoted in critical
urban studies and draws on both interpretivist and materialist social science traditionsin short, this
means it focuses on urban power structures that appear through both immaterial and material aspects.
The research combines several methods, including historical analysis, thematic content analysis,
semi-structured interviews, and policy analysis. Using these data sources allows for an
interdisciplinary look at both the content and the institutional dynamics of alternative housing
imaginaries in the context of Amsterdam.
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32 Data collection
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was to highlightkey activistmoments and institutional responsesthat have helped shapeideas about

housing. These key moments were chosen for theiisibility and influence on institutional reactions.

Examining these momentsprovided a necessary historical context to understand how housing and

urban policy have been challenged over thelecades and how squatting has served as a consistent

force of imagination and resistance Eventually, a timeline was created by organizing key moments

thematically while showing the link betweenkey momentsand institutional responses.
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Although the 2010 squatting ban is often viewed as the official end of the movement, recent years have
shown that squatting still carries symbolic and potential importance, especially amid the current
housing issues. As housing shortages grow and afforddhy decreases, squatting has reemerged as a
form of protest. Like earlier movements, recent squatter imaginaries challenge dominant views on
property and ownership. However, these movements now face much stricter laws, fewer empty
buildings to occupy, and a neoliberal political environment (Mokum Kraakt, 2023). Despite this
resurgence and significant media attention, there is less academic interest in more recent squatting
movements and their potential to achieve change in a restrictive urban environmentPrevious
movements have been weHdocumented, while current narratives and strategies remain understudied.
This research fills this gap by looking at the narratives and tactics of the recent collective Mokum Kraakt
in the next chapter. The potential of sqatting as a tactic for alternative housing is explored by placing
recent housing activism within this historical context. While other housing alternatives are emerging,
squatting continues to be a grounded practice where alternative ideas are presented, enoted, and
sometimes (partially) achieved. Therefore, more recent squatting actions deserve academic attention.
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Figure 7: Visualization of the Mokum Kraakt Assemblage
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Table 3: Dimensions of housing, distinguishing dominant and alternative imaginaries.

Dimension | Definition Dominant imaginary Alternative imaginary

Financial The economic structures, Housing as a commodity and Housing as a commons grounded in
investment mechanisms, and investment asset, where market forces, |use value, rejecting ownership and
state/market forces that shape financialization, and homeownership are | commodification. Squatting as a way
housing and ownership models. | prioritized through speculative market. to interrupt capital flows.

Political The governance decisions, Housing as an individual responsibility, | Housing as a collective human right,
policy, and political ideologies characterized by neoliberalism, realized through bottom-up
that dictate housing regulation deregulation, privatization, and reduced | governance and autonomous self-
and the role of the state/market. | state intervention, favoring ownership. organization.

Social The cultural values, social norms, | Housing as centered around home- Housing as a site of collective care,
and lived experiences that shape | ownership and the nuclear family as mutual aid, participation, and chosen
housing perceptions and economic agents and markers of kinship. Welcoming those excluded
realities. success and stability. from conventional housing.

Spatial The ways in which housing is Shift from state-driven spatial planning | Allowing housing experimentation
physically distributed and toward market-driven redevelopment, based on inclusion rather than
structured with the broader urban | risking gentrification, displacement, and | gentrification. Embracing urban ‘frayed
(or regional) landscape. privatization of public space. edges’ and imperfectionism.

Physical The tangible aspects of housing, |Standardized, high-density housing, Upcycling into mixed-use spaces for
including design, materials, and | prioritizing efficiency and increasingly living, working, and organizing. DIY
typologies, shaped by economic, | sustainability, with limited adaptability aesthetics, adaptability, and ecological
environmental, and social needs. |and diversity. consciousness.
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In contrast to these institutionalized forms of alternative living, contemporary squatting operates in a
far more hostile envionment, where criminalization and institutional restrictions limit opportunities for
engagement. Still, squatting can add valuerbE tue ¢ qqqqRUNWe UT WY qd6 31 Wn Yl G+ WY nwi
people to form new social bonds, and in doing so, enable things that tedown urban planning could
U201 WeHS6RW2 UwlWbif Uqdl 2RUs WNbOWe Y5 3211 AWRUqldf 2 RUJs |
vacant buildings, quick evictions, and bad media publicity. They nostalgically refer to the past as a
politif ¢ O WHGRG ¢ q s Ra 6 WAa Y I 1Jdepancshuatimy was suppBredloyl HeYlamidda R ¢ G a
GYUNRWaqRGUOWF qis ¢t WYUd! Wl RGRUCOGRANT WRUW=MNMLOWOUqR
lot of space for it in the law. And that definitely contributed to its success in Amsterdam(Interview 4).

UYqé !l WRUqWI 2RI DIIW PWndWlAqUT WYUWg6 Rt WH AU i dp WY 2 19 |FOULL
not sure if it was easier in the 1980s. | do know that others are trying to set up similar structures today,
and | suspect that the agreements we managed to secure were more favorable than what people can
CHORIWN2IIWUYs ¢l ¢! Togétherf theselXeflecioliss rtveabth® complexity of negotiating
alternatives. While institutions can help stabilize and scale grassroots imagiaries, they also risk
diluting their radical edge. Nevertheless,the all interviewees stressed the importance of prefiguration
outside the formal system, facilitating things that top-down planning could not achieve. The next
section explores the opportunities and tensions reflected upon when governing the alternative.
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Interviews also reveal a divide between outsider strategies (involving direct action) and insider
strategies (formalized, like housing cooperatives). Interviews express both hope in the-@p model but
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Tet qWGe qWIURNGqUWHE! ¢2¢ Ut WYUqYWeWnRUGT wleif Ugqldl 2RIIs
coming at the cost of autonomy and radical intent. This introduces broader qustions about whatforms

of alternative housing are consideredlegitimate and by whom. Several interviewees reflect on the
limitations of municipally celebrated initiatives like thebroedplaatsenbeleid (cultural incubator policy).

Multiple presidents argued that these policies lack longterm security and fail to support artists or
collectives in structurally meaningful ways b7 | YT G ¢ ¢ qt WUWE! WlWet ecdd! Wn Yl
2t JWNnY! WeWs 6RONVNAWe UT WaqéJUW! Ye Wre UWIGe q W demppraty.qt Wa 6
Nécaqkt Ws 6¢aqkt W YWACE NG BrapdpmatsBrietelttsfséba 43 1a Rifl Idfssbli@an,FOLL
GRENAWYt ¢! AWs Dk ddWTet qWt Dglle GWe WnUs WHI DEqR2IWE e |
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guestion of institutionalization but also storytelling and safeguarding core valuesin this sense, scaling

means navigating, and sometimes resisting, the systemthat alternatives seek to trarsform. The next

chapter further unpacks how these dynamics unfold at the policy level.
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The operational housing documents reflect more constrained narrativesThe Woonagenda 2025
(Gemeente Amsterdam, 2017) and Woningbouwplan 2022-2028 (Gemeente Amsterdam, 2022a)
acknowledge niche practices including co-ops and selfbuild, yet often in an instrumental way. The
Woonagendapresents self-build options as successful yet marginal. Co-ops, moreover, are formally
recognized under Article 18 of the Dutch Housing\ct (Rijksoverheid, n.d). However, the national legal
space remains limited and conditional, and asnoted by Cooplink (2024), significantlegal and
institutional barriers limit practical implementation. In Amsterdam, co-ops are supported by a
municipal action team. While this signals an early step towards cooperative governanctje discourse
remains production oriented. Theyare simply discussed as a response to shortages or demographic
targeting. TheWoningbouwplan reflects slightly more operational integration of alternatives, défering
municipal loans to co-ops and encouraging shared spaces, modular housing, and flexhousindilso
here, these models are framed as responses to financial and spatial constrains, not as visions for
system transformation: "Modular construction is cheaper, more sustainable (CO2, waste), and safer"
(p- 50);"There is a trend toward shared spaces, particularly for students, youth, and eldefl{p. 36).

More ambitious discursive shifts appear in programmatic policies. TheBroedplaatsenbeleid
(Gemeente Amsterdam,2023c), for example, facilitates nonrcommodified usage of space. However,

this comes with conditions, facilitating housing alternatives only when embedded within cultural
functions: /bi WWE RO WE qWt e GGY!l qRUNWE qWa et qnYe | WUWs WNI Ye
HelGqgel ciWRURA2 He qVY I We @p. 38)cHxb@ditie Vrike ROMESeMeShl Acnsiardart) b LU
2020)en Bouw ZelfSamen(Gemeente Amsterdam,2022b) go further, promoting decommodification

and participatory planning. EVR envisions asb R skl community that combines inclusivity,

HRI A2 dGc¢l Ra! AWe UT WE O a,whil&BZ§ ealks kbHlINIY @ Y12 1016 R) dr A LN1aGHIRIY 1P & LUt
F G ywe UT wWHIUq! Waé U Wi ReetiHedd pdlioy fréyamsidie ratdly iddluged id U gt w
the core strategies, and if they are, they are framed as pilots or testbeds rather than integrated
strategies. The most embeddedniche is the housing cooperation. TheActieplan Wooncod6peratie
(Gemeente Amsterdam,2019a) recognizes coops as ah q | ¢ Ut nMdhekatisetg dxakget of 10%

of the housing stock by 2040 (p. 14). It highlights values such as affordability, empowerment, and
democratic governance, but also notes barriers around land, financing, and legal comgkity.
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Ne¢ t 13U Wa thedddaiysidshawsla policy framework that increasingly uses the language of housing
justice and change, but mainly within established institutional limits. Inanswer to thesubquestion, this
H6cGqll Wl wayYUt ql ¢cqUlt Wagdcaql Gt qUI T ecakt WGYORA! Wae U1
for alternative housing ideas to shift dominant beliefs. While niche ideas like cops are gaining
support, their potential for change isstill held back by a system that picks and chooses alternatives
without questioning its basic principles. The noncommercial and collective values of squatting
movements are somewhat reflected in policies that support ceops. However, these are often
marginalized or treated as experiments The informal and oppositional nature of squatting itself is still
left out of the policy discussion. This shows that although some of its ideas are absorbed, the dominant
system still controls what is seen as valid housing innovation. In this context, husing is ultimately a
matter of power and governanceand is shaped by a rigid system that continues despite pressures for
change. The next chapter discusses what these findings mean for the broader question of how squatting
movements aim to challenge and change dominant governance systems.
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