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and multiply thousands of years ago (Wang, 2011). Shuiwei village, located in the center 
of Shenzhen, for instance, the history of which can be dated back to Ming Dynasty (17th 
century). 

Shenzhen is a city with deep cultural roots. At the very beginning, the culture of Teochew, 
Cantonese as well as Hakka contributed greatly to the formation of multicultural society. 
Since the foundation of special economic zone, Shenzhen has created a migrant culture 
and an innovative spirit of "encouraging innovation and pursuing excellence." It is crucial 
to realize that culture is important and that it influences people’s worldviews, perceptions, 
attitudes, and values. Diverse cultures strengthen rather than weaken a city’s social fabric. 
In relation to planning, culture diversity suggests that planners must pay greater attention 
to how culture impacts, and is in turn impacted by, planning practices. 

However, urban policy makers have failed, at least so far, to create political and 
psychological conditions for members of a culture to be in their culture but also sufficient  
outside it to reflect on it. 

1.2.2 City in transition socially and spatially 
To begin with, the past decades have witnessed the generational shift in Shenzhen’s work 
force. New-generation migrants (mostly aged from 18-30) may have more individualistic 
goals and higher expectations than the previous generation, and thus might demonstrate 
different migrating patterns, particularly in terms of their motivations for migrating, choice 
of jobs, socioeconomic integration in cities, and their go-return patterns. 

Secondly, it is evident that Shenzhen is going through the promoted shift in the 
metropolitan area from mainly industrial towards tertiary sector based. This transformation 
from ‘world factory’ towards ‘international city’ has direct and indirect implications for the 
urban space of Shenzhen, particularly, the urban villages. As Juan Du stated (2010): 

"The	
  scope,	
  speed	
  and	
  scale	
  of	
  transformation	
  both	
  from	
  a	
  social	
  point	
  of	
  view,	
  and	
  
from	
  a	
  geographical	
  point	
  of	
  view,	
  is	
  quite	
  unprecedented	
  in	
  human	
  history."	
  

Generally, manufacturing functions are moving out of the city, leaving vacant factory 

Fig3: Temples and Hakka culture 
activities.(Wikipedia) 

Fig4: Industrial shifting approach 
 

http://www.nodeoffi ce.com/ch/show/?id=409 (UABB, 2015)
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Organizations Regulations

Urban renewal organizations and regulations in Shenzhen

Technical regulation on urban regeneration (2012)



Achieve the goal  through social learning concerning objective and subjective culture



Problem statement

The current physical conditions and policies of urban 
redevelopment in Shenzhen’s urban villages does not 

well support integration in a multicultural context.



Research questions

How can physical conditions facilitate social learning 
of multi-groups (children, migrant workers, elites) 
support community building in Dalang, with the 

partnership of communities, government, voluntary 
sectors and enterprises? 



Culture values as theoretical basis



Culture Cultural communication



Community building as the goal

Achieving the goal of community building



Social learning as a tool
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Comparative study



Comparative study

Ximending district, Taipei, Taiwan
4. Case study 

8.1 Ximending urban renewal- Taipei city 

Ximending is a neighborhood and shopping pedestrian zone in the Wanhua 
District of Taipei, Taiwan, well accessed by public transportation. Ximending used to be 
an accumulation of theaters, grew even more prosperous in the 1950s. Today, this 
neighborhood has been seen as the source of Taiwan's fashion, subculture, and 
Japanese culture.  

Neighborhood Improvement is a project promoted by Taipei City Urban Regeneration 
Office, aiming at enlisting the help of Taipei’s residents to propose their own improvement 
plan for their community’s public space. In this process, one workshop was organized, 
namely, “Discover delicious food with me”. Local residents, tourists and community 
planner were get involved in this activity, spent two hours strolling around the area, 
created a Food Road-map as an end product. It was stated by members in the office, this 
program’s goal is not only providing tourism information, but also addressing the spots got 
potential for improvement.  

 

As well known, community planning in Taiwan has developed over decades and 
accumulated rich public participation experience. There was a preparation of thought, 
people, and institution before community planning came into existence. Generally, 
community planner provides localized public service with clear scopes, and the 
employment of planners has related institution and requirements. Community Planners try 
to achieve their objectives not only by enhancing the quality of the urban living 
environment but also by designing a community that is responsive to the needs of local 
residents. In the planning process, planners help generate ideal images of public space by 
drawing upon the input and vision of residents and engaging them in a continuous process 
of discussion and communication. In this way the process entices public participation and 

Fig15: Food-Road map of Ximending 
(Taipei City Urban Regeneration Office, 2014) 

Fig16: Workshop of Ximending urban renewal program 
(Taipei City Urban Regeneration Office, 2014) 

Ximending regeneration project
(Taipei City Urban Regeneration Offi ce, 2014)

source: http://urbancollab.com/



Tianmian village, Shenzhen, China

reinforces community awareness. Taiwan’s community planning system can be a 
reference for Shenzhen urban planning development. 

8.2 Tianmian village- Shenzhen 

Tianmian village located within Shenzhen Central Park, directly to the east of CBD, 
covering the area of 50,000 m2. It is the smallest urban village in Shenzhen with only 200 
villagers and around 8,000 temporary population.  

Tianmian is a village with a history of longer than 300 years, including Shang(upper) 
Tianmian and Xia(down) Tianmian two villages. Since the establishment of special 
economic zone, Tianmian also got trapped in the process of urban village development, 
the original inhabitant started to move out because of the problematic living environment. 

It has to be emphasized that, a journal called Twenty Years of Tianmian was published by 
the village group company, which recorded the history of the establishment, reform and 
current situation of Tianmian village. The book was collected by very single villager in 
order to unite. 

In 1998, Tianmian started the redevelopment based on master plan established during 
1995-1996. Instead of selling the land to the developer, the village shareholder let the 
developer build the luxury hotel and make profit from the buildings on their own. In return, 
the developers invest to rebuild the handshake houses for the village company to continue 
rental market. Besides, other mid-class residence, which is called Tianmian Garden, 
commercial space has been constructed as well. These are under the permission of 
government. In 2001, a new luxury development – Millennium Oasis with underground 
garage, health club and swimming pool was opened. The apartment of Millennium Oasis 
cost about 30% above the average Shenzhen apartment. In 2004, a 30-story building and 
four-star hotel were built. Tianmian village has become a community with uniformity.  

As to the industrial transformation, Tianmian village also set a good example. There used 
to be old factory building took up the area of 1.5 hectares, in 2006, the first industrial 
design estate named “City of Design” Creative Industry Estate was invested and operated 

Fig17: Location and land use of 
Tianmian village 
 

Location and land use of Tianmian village

source: http://www.szaobn.com/news_html.php?id=19



Dalang Youth Dream Centre, Shenzhen, China

 Function distribution of Dalang Youth Dream Center

Location

DYDC, 2015



The governance model of Dalang Youth Dream Centre

Dalang Youth Dream Centre, Shenzhen, China



Nanjing village- Shenzhen, China

site

Nanjing Village

(map.qq.com, 2014)



La Vallée Village, Paris, France 

Land diveded in Disneyland Resort, Paris

source:http://kite809.pixnet.net/blog/post/253046543



Urban regeneration factors concerning culture revitalization



2. One step further, with communities, NGOs and enterprises involved, a partnership will 
be established providing opportunities for social learning in another dimension. The 
revitalized streets then can form a network, serving the area on a larger scale, as to say, 
Dalang district, giving people a sense of pride and reinforce their identity with their local 
community. Meanwhile, pilot projects such as playground or street furniture will be 
implemented considering the needs of children in particular.  

 

4. In a comparatively long term, principles of making successful urban place and 
strategic plans on socio-spatial network can be explored. 

	
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig23: Vision 3.0 Fig22: Vision 2.0 

Desirable future

5. Vision 

As urban villages are faced with so many challenges and threats, there may not be an 
immediate solution to solve everything, but the key is to maintain and sustain the 
multicultural society. However, an alternative way of shaping Dalang’s future provided in 
this thesis describes the physical conditions potential for integration, in terms of street 
vitality, buildings, spaces. A series of images are set out to visualize an area that Dalang 
could be. 

Considering the current situation and the process of urban regeneration in Shenzhen rural 
area, goals will be achieved step by step as follows: 

1. In the short term, the physical conditions of streets got potential for revitalization in 
communities above will be improved, so to foster vast diversity in small and medium 
business on/along the streets. Residents would have more choices and interests for 
activities in such urban space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig21: Vision 1.0 



partnership? 



What kind of space got the potential for 
facilitating the social learning process in 

communities? 



Physical condition analysis

Guangdong Shenzhen Longhua District Dalang sub district
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However, if we walk into the communities...



Street vitality in daytime
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How do different groups experience and 
use the building environment in daily life? 



Urban movements of migrat workers

Urban movements of migrant workers 

By interviewing several migrant workers, their daily routines are recorded as the figure 
shows below. Normally their working time last 8 hours per day, however, depending on 
their own willingness as well as the factory’s demand, another 4 hours of overworking 
from 18.00-22.00 is not that uncommon. Except overworking, their spare time in the 
evening seems not so interesting after a day of working. Some will simply stay at norms 
relaxing while some still choose to go out for computer or management training as a way 
of self-improvement.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig36: Daily routine of migrant 
workers and possible locations 
of activities 
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Conclusion



Buildings with potential

Conclusion



Conclusion



Fig.82: Voice of migrant workers need to be heard

Fig.83: From floating to settle



Governnance model of current situation in Dalang 

Conclusion
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Demands call for design principles



Use patterns as design components



L
Dalang scale
Area: 37.2 km2

M
Community scale
Area: 1.72 km2

S
Block scale

Scales



Patterns on Dalang scale

Pedestrian street

Shuttle bus

Foot bridge

Open market

Community park



Patterns on community scale

Building thoroughfare 
Children's way

Streetscape

Street art

Soho community

Self governing workshop

Trellised walk



Shopfront childcare

Showcase collection

Street cafe

Food stand

Communal space 
Roof garden

Super block

Fig.91: Patterns accommodation on block scale

Patterns on block scale



What kind of network fostering integration can 

be formed involving communities, government, and 

enterprises in Dalang district and how can different 

groups benefit from it? 



Building partnerships through the process



Collaborating within stakeholders with CBO as a bridge

Fig.94: CBO's role in facilitating intercultural integration



Communal space can be illustrated in many different 
ways: an open garden, a courtyard, a card room (as 
Fig.96 shows, old people weekly gather together in the 
card room on ground floor in one residential building in 
Delft) or even simply under the shade of a big tree. 

The pattern is derived from neighborhood not only in 
the Netherlands, but also in Shenzhen, Guangzhou and 
other cities. Maybe it is too familiar to us to recognize 
this kind of space in daily life. Alexander (1977) also 
emphasis the importance of communal space in making 
people feel comfortable and belonging. 

There is no certain answer to whether the pattern will 
work well in Dalang, but the awareness of reclaiming 
shared space (semi-public as a courtyard or semi-
private as an indoor card room) is the aim of bringing 
this pattern into consideration.

Pattern example- Communal space

Fig.96: Communal space in residential building, 
Artemisstraat 6, 2624 ZN, Delft



Fig.97: Shopfront childcare in Xinwei village

Shopfront childcare is more localized as in Xinwei 
community, there are children gathered in front of a 
restaurant for studying, eating or playing. This pattern 
lies more attention on the characteristics of children: 
they are a group that more curious about the built 
environment as well as people. If we define shopfront 
zone as a semi-public area, it will provide opportunities 
for children to observe, socilize and share. 

Another key design principle behind this pattern is 
flexibility. Few furnitures and plants will make it work. In 
this way, this accommodation is quite relevant.

Pattern example- Shopfront childcare



System-related projects

Existing facilities and activities related to culture





Patterns applied in different projects through multiple scales

Fig.100: Patterns categoried by scales Fig.101: Patterns and implementations, unassociated







Fig.105: Shiao Avenue after transformation

Patterns

Community park, foot bridge, high places, communal 
space



Before transformation After transformation

Daytime

Night

Fig.106: Street profile of Shiao Avenue
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Proposed street vitality in Dalang
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Lanzhou Noodles

Hakka Toufu

Ellassay Industrial Park

Black Tea Time
(makerspace)

Sichuan Restaurant

Yang, 23, migrant worker
From Gansu (northwestern China)

Han (main ethic group)

Deng, 24, migrant worker
From Guangdong (southern China)

Hakka (sub ethic group)

Liu, 32, manager in Fashion Valley
From Guangdong (southern China)

Han (main ethic group)

Ren, 26, manager in Fashion Valley
From Hebei (northern China)

Han (main ethic group)

Sun, 24, migrant worker
From Sichuan (southwestern China)

Han (main ethic group)

I prefer to go to Kaibin community for 
snacks after work. The distance is not a 
problem for me when thinking of the food.

I love Hakka traditional food, and I can 
fi nd a lot in Shiao community. 

My work place is kind of boring, so I 
sometimes went to have a drink at the tea 
house with coworkers.

I would like to play pool or cards, or 
watching others do after dinner.

I am not picky with food, so I usually eat in 
the canteen downstairs.

My work place is kind of boring, so I 



Lanzhou Noodles

Hakka Toufu

Ellassay Industrial Park

Black Tea Time
(makerspace)

Sichuan Restaurant





100m
Children 

Young migrant workers

White collar and makers

100mChildren 

Young migrant workers

White collar and makers

Mixture of groups



300 DAC
ARTS & CULTURE IN DALANG

111 - 364 ARE THE VENUES FOR ARTS 
& CULTURE IN DALANG AREA

PLEASE ADD YOUR CONTRIBUTION

CAN VALUE BE DISCOVERED?
CAN VALUE BE SHARED?

N

Printed and distributed by Dalang Community Based Organization, all rights reserved.



CULTURAL
WALKING

Printed and distributed by Dalang Community Based Organization, all rights reserved.

N



Development process

1st order task: Re-connecting

Implementations concerning reconnecting are 
identifi ed as key components in the master 
plan, but which do not require big investment, 
and can therefore be achieved in a short term. 

2nd order task: Place making

Place making is considered being conducted 
at the same time with reconnecting. As massive 
potential lie in communities and border area, it 
becomes a natural step to make place in order 
to form a public space network. 

3rd order task: Reconstruction and local self-
governance regulation establishment

Considering the needs, costs and profi ts, there 
will not be a complex for Dalang until 2020 at 
the earliest. The exploration of self-governance 
in regard of building partnership between 
communities, developers and entrepreneurs will 
also be a long run project. Local government 
should always take the initiative to support 
CBOs’ work.
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Thank you!
Questions?
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