Dynamic Wind Speed in
Dynamic Inflow Models
| M.Sc. Thesis W.E. van der Deijl

L SN

<]
TUDelft






Dynamic Wind
opeed

In Dynamic Inflow Models

by

VW.E. van der Del

to obtain the degree of Master of Science
at the Delft University of Technology,
to be defended publicly on 11th of July at 14:00.

Student number: 1516426
Project duration: Oct 1, 2017 — July 11, 2018
Thesis committee: Dr. ir. C. J. Simao Ferreira, TU Delft, supervisor

Dr. ir. A.H.. van Zuijlen, TU Delft
Dr. ir. M.B. Zaaijer, TU Delft
Ir. T. Berdowski, TU Delft

This thesis is confidential and cannot be made public until 11th of July, 2018.

An electronic version of this thesis is available at http://repository.tudelft.nl/.

o]
TUDelft


http://repository.tudelft.nl/




Preface

W.E. van der Deijl
Delft, June 2018

About 12 months ago | started the orientation of doing my thesis on the topic of rotor aerodynamics
models, and specifically vortex models. As dry as it may sound, it was exactly what | was looking for. A
year later with this finished thesis | can proudly say that my time as a M.Sc. student at the TU Delft has
come to an end. | have taken the time to learn it all about wind energy and the beautiful peculiarities
of aerodynamics. Not only have | learned about wakes, boundary layers and turbulence, | can also say
that | learned about myself and why | do what | do. | am glad that | have been granted that opportunity.

Having said that, the past eight months of actual thesis work have been the smoothest months of my
studies. For this | owe my thanks to Carlos Simao Ferreira and Tom Berdowski. They have given me a
lot of freedom and flexibility in finishing this project, and | can only hope that it was as pleasant to them
as it was to me. | wish that | had claimed more of Carlos his precious time though. Every meeting was
enlightening, however short they may have been sometimes. It is admirable how quick Carlos identifies
an issue and the explanation or solution for that issue. Thanks Carlos for making it all happen, from start
to finish.

And thanks Tom for always being willing to listen and for helping me navigate doing the thesis work.
Maybe | was not always clear in what | was trying to say, but sparring made it at least clear for myself.
Also, | may not always have followed Tom his tips, but at least | can say that | knowingly fell for the
pitfalls Tom warned me about.

Furthermore, | am glad to have Alexander van Zuijlen and Michiel Zaaijer in my the thesis committee
during these busy months before the summer breaks.

| also wish to thank Gerard Schepers and Koen Boorsma from ECN for having me over and for the
time to discuss. It was good to hear the practical considerations and questions about the project.

This preface would not be complete without acknowledging my family and my friends. The past year
has been a great lesson that one does not need to face everything alone. Finally, | am extremely grateful
for the unwavering support of my parents.






Contents

Abbreviations and Definitions

Abstract

1 Introduction
1.1 Aimand Hypothesis . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ......
1.2 ResearchQuestions . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. ... .....

Research Paper

Supporting Chapters

2 Literature Review

2.1 Blade-Element-Momentum Theory . . . . . .. ... ... ..
211 ActuatorDiscs . . . ... ... ... .
2.1.2 Blade Element-Momentum Method . . . . . . .. ...
2.1.3 SourcesofUnsteadyloading . . ... .........
21.4 Airfoil Dynamics . . . . ... ... oL
215 Dynamiclinflow. . . .. ... ... .. .........

2.2 EngineeringModels . . . .. ... ... 0oL
221 @ye . ...
222 Pitt-Peters. . . . . . ..o
2.2.3 ECN Dynamic Infowmodel . . . . .. ... ... ...
2.2.4 Differences Between Engineering Models . . . . . . .

2.3 Dynamic Thrust versus Dynamic Wind Speed . . . . . . . ..

2.3.1 Apparent Mass Force versus Circulatory Force

2.3.2 Shed Vorticity Strength. . . . . .. .. ... ... ...
2.4 Acceleration Potential Methods . . . . . . . .. .. ... ...
25 CFD. . . . .. e
251 RANS . . . . . . e
252 LES . .. ...
253 BladeModels. . . . ... ... ... ... ... ...
26 Experiments . . . .. .. ... ...
2.7 Comparisons of BEM/CFD/Vortex Models . . . . . ... ...
28 ReviewSummary. . . . . .. ... oo oo
29 Conclusions. . . . . . . ...

3 Vortex Model and Test Cases

3.1 Assumptions . . ... .. ...
3.1.1 InductionFactor . . .. ... ... ... ... .....
3.1.2 GoverningParameters. . . . .. ... ... ......

3.2 Free Wake Vortex RingModel . . . . . ... .. ... .....
3.2.1 Free Wake Part (nearwake). . . . ... ... ... ..
3.2.2 Fixed Wake Part (farwake) . . . ... ... ... ...
3.2.3 Limiting Parameters . . . . .. . ... ... ... ...
3.2.4 Dynamic Wind Implementation . . . .. ... ... ..

33 TestCases . . . . . . . . .
3.3.1 CaseA&B:StepWindChange. . ... ........
3.3.2 CaseC&D:HarmonicChange . . . ... .......

Contents



3.4 \Verificationof FWVR Model . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4 Performance Engineering Models

4.1 Engineering Models and Alternatives . . . . . . . . .. ... Lo Lo
4.2 Alternative Models . . . . . . . . . e
421 VortexTubeModel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e
422 Modelby Hammam. . . . . . . . . . . .. e
423 Duhamelsintegral . . . . . . . .. . .. L
4.3 Performance Alternative Models. . . . . . . . . . . .. ...
431 Vortex TubeModel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... e
4.3.2 Hammam . . . . . . . . e e e e e
4.3.3 Duhamel'sintegral . . . . . . . . . . . . ... e
4.4 Conclusions. . . . . . . e e

5 Duhamel’s Integral Extension

5.1 Extension Options . . . . . . . . . . e
5.2 Fitto Exponential Coefficients . . . . . . . . ... .. .. ... .. ...

6 Verification

6.1 DynamicWind Case . . . . . . . . . . e

6.2 Combination Dynamic Wind and Thrust
6.3 Amplitude and Phase Delay Evaluation

7 Conclusions

7.1 Hypothesis . . . . . . . . e
7.2 Performance EngineeringModels . . . . . . . ... oL
7.3 ExtensiontoYu'sModel . . . . . . . .
7.4 Recommendations . . . . . . . . . L

Bibliography

6.4 ConcClUuSIONS. . . . . . . . . e

Vi

65
65
65
66
66
67
68
68
69
71
71

75
75
76

81
81
82
85
85

87
87
88
88
89

91



Abbreviations and Definitions

Symbols

A = Rotor area [m?]

a = Induction factor [-]

Cq = Drag coefficient [-]

C = Lift coefficient [-]

Cp = Power coefficient [-]

C = Thrust coefficient [-]

Fay = Thrust force in axial direction [N]

k = Reduced frequency k = 3% [-]

P = Power [W]

r = Radial coordinate [m]

R = Rotor radius [m]

T = Thrust [N]

Uing = Induced velocity at the rotor [ms™1]
U, = Incoming wind speed [ms™1]

1) = Viscous cut-off radius vortex element [-]
y = Vorticity density in the wake [ms™1]
r = Circulation at the rotor [m?s™1]

D, = Response function at the disc [-]

p = Density [kgm™3]

T = 7= Non-dimensional time [-]

Q = Rotational speed [rad/s]
Abbreviations

BEM = Blade Element-Momentum theory
ECN = Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands
FWVR = Free Wake Vortex Ring Model
VTM = Vortex Tube Model

Subscripts

d = Z-location at the disc

i = Time step index

k = Radial index

t = Thrust

Vii






List of Figures

Figures Part |

1
2

o ~NO O W

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Wake vorticity behind actuator disc (top). Vortex ring model (bottom). . . ... .. .. ..
Different implementations of a change in velocity throughout the domain and wake. C; =
T/9, AC = 1/9. . . o o o
Vortex ring positions for different cases compared. . . . . . .. .. ...
Induction factor and induced velocity for C, = 7/9 and AC, =+1/9. . . . . . .. ... ...
Induction factor and induced velocity for C, =7/9and AC; =1/9atk=1.. ... ... ..
Induction factor and induced velocity for C;, = 7/9 and AC; =1/9atk=0.2....... ..
Change in induction factor per unit of time for C; =7/9and C, =6/9. . .. ... ... ..
Rotor and wake representation. Left: initial conditions. Center: first order response.
Right: second order response. Circles indicate vortex ring positions (density: vorticity y)
and vortex ring strength (circulation T). . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. .. ..
Induction factor change per unit of time, C; =7/9,AC, =1/9, k=1andk=02. . .. ..
Phase difference: instantaneous thrust coefficient versus induced velocity. C; = 7/9,
AC,=1/9, k=1Tandk=1.. ... ... . . . .. ..
Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic thrust between FWVR models and
the engineering models, C; =7/9,AC, =1/9. . . . . . . . . ..
Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic thrust between FWVR models and
the engineering models, C; =7/9,AC, =1/9. . . . . . . . . ...
Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic thrust between FWVR models and
the engineering models, C; =7/9,AC, =1/9, k=1. . . . . . . .. ... ... .. ...,
Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between FWVR models, ex-
perimental results and the engineering models, ¢, =7/9,AC, =1/9. . . . . . . . ... ..
Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between FWVR models and
the engineering models, C; =7/9,AC; =1/9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between the FWVR model and
the engineering models, C; =7/9,AC; =1/9, k=1. . . . . ... ... ... ... .....
Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between the FWVR model and
the engineering models, C; =7/9,AC; =1/9, k=1. . . . . ... .. .. ... .. .....
Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9, dynamic
thrustcase. . . . . . . . e
Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models €, = 7/9, AC; = 1/9, dynamic wind

Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2,
AC, = 0.1, L L
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.8,
AC, = 0.1, © L
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 4/9,
AC, =1/9, k=1 . . o o
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 4/9,
AC, =1/9, k=1 . . o oo
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2,
AC; = 0.1. Green line and Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind
(50%) and dynamic thrust (50%). . . . . . . . . . ..
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.8,
AC, = 0.1. Green line and Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind
(50%) and dynamic thrust (50%). . . . . . . . . ..

27

27



Figures Part Il

2.1
2.2
2.3
24
2.5

2.7

3.1
3.2

3.3

3.4

4.1
4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5
4.6

5.1

5.2

5.3

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

Annular ring of a wind turbine rotor, from [10] . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ... 38
Velocity triangle at blade element, from [10]. . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ........ 38
Break down of different sources of unsteadiness, from [31]. . . . . ... ... ... .... 39
Wake with old and new vorticity. From [52]. . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... .. .. ..., 41

Results from the Joule 1 project by Snel et al. [60]. Left figures: change in wind speed
V = 10m/s to 13m/s. Right figures: pitch change 8 = 0° to 2°. All values are non-

dimensionalized. . . . . . . . L 45
Different representations of the forces in a rotor: actuator disc, actuator line, actuator
surface. From Sanderse [51]. . . . . . . . . e 50
Vortex ring model and coordinate system, from Yuetal. [83]. . . ... ... ... ..... 57
Comparison of the FWVR results against results from Yu et al. [83] after a load step
change,case AB. . . . . . . . . e 62
Non-dimensionalised velocity change, case A6, against experimental results by V. Hong
[24]and Yuetal. [83]. . . . . . . . . e 62
Comparison of the FWVR against results by Yuetal. [83]atk=1. .. ... ........ 63
Response function at the rotor disc versus distance from the disc, from Hammam [18]. . . 67
Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9, dynamic
thrustcase. . . . . . . . . e 69
Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models C, = 7/9, AC, = 1/9, dynamic wind
CASE. . .« o o e e e 70
Different methods to model the wake convection speed in the VTM, dynamic thrust and
dynamicwind case. C; =7/9,AC, =1/9. . . . . . . . .. 73
Comparison of different implementations of Hammam’s model. ¢, = 7/9, AC, =1/9. . . . 74
Different expressions of the vorticity distribution y(t) at the rotor in the dynamic wind case
forC, =7/9and AC, =1/9. . . . . . . . e 74
Response function from the FWVR and the fitted response for different radial positions.
C: = 0.4. Load increase (LI): AC; = 0.1. Load decrease (LD): AC, = —-0.1. . ... ... .. 77
Exponential coefficients ,, w3 and w* (solid line) and the polynomial fit (dashed line) as
function of r/R for different levels of C;, load increase (LI) and load decrease (LD). . . . . 78
Polynomial coefficients a5 to a, (dashed line) and the fit as function of C; (solid line) versus
Cre o o e e 79
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2,
AC, =00, . . 81
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.8,
AC, =01, . . 82
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C, = 4/9,
ACe =179, k=1, . . . . o 82
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C, = 4/9,
AC, =1/9, k=1 . o oo o 83
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2,
AC, =00, . . 83
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, combination of two models. C; = 0.8,
AC, = F(0.5F,,05U0) = 0.1, . . . . . 83

Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2,
AC; = 0.1. Green line and Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind
(80%) and dynamic thrust (20%). . . . . . . . . . .. 84
Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C, = 0.8,
AC; = 0.1. Green line and Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind
(80%) and dynamic thrust (20%). . . . . . . . . . .. 84
Lissajous hysteresis loop. . . . . . . . . . . L 86

X



List of Tables

Tables Part |

1
2

3

Limiting parameters used in the FWVRmodel. . . . . .. . ... ... ... ... ... 9
Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients f,, w® and w* for the dynamic wind
case, based on a free wake vortexringmethod. . . . . . .. ..o 26
Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients 8, w?! and w?, based on a free wake
vortexringmethod. . . . . . . .. 34

Tables Part I

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

4.1

4.2
5.1

6.1

6.2

7.1

Limiting parameters used in the FWVRmodel. . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 58
Dynamic Inflow Experiments and Selected Cases. . . . . . . ... ... .. ... ..... 59
Step cases which are compared against results from Yuetal. [83]. . . . ... ... .. .. 60
Step cases which can be compared against results from Hong [24]. . ... ... ... .. 60
Harmonic Cases . . . . . . . . . . e e e 61
Steady solutions induction factors compared to momentum theory. . . . . . . ... .. .. 61

Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients 8, w?! and w?, based on a free wake
vortex ringmethod. . . . . . . . . L 68
Input parameters defining the model and outputresults. . . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. 72

Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients f,, w® and w* for the dynamic wind
case, based on a free wake vortexringmethod. . . . . . . ... oL 79

Comparison of phase delay in degrees [deg] for different models for different frequen-
cies and thrust coefficient. Dynamic Wind, Dynamic Thrust and a combination of both is
shown. In bold the best performing model for each case as compared to the FWVR. . . . 85
Comparison of normalised velocity amplitude for different models. Dynamic Wind, Dy-
namic Thrust and a combination of both is shown. In bold the best performing model for
each case as comparedtothe FWVR. . . . . . . . . . .. ... . ... . L. 86

Input parameters defining the model and outputresults. . . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. 88

Xi






Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were three-fold:

1. To investigate the difference in dynamic inflow between a varying incoming wind speed and a
varying thrust at the rotor. The first effect corresponds to a constant bound circulation but a varying
wake vorticity strength, while the second effect corresponds to a non-constant bound circulation
and therefore also a varying wake vorticity.

2. To determine whether this difference was captured by the engineering models.

3. And if it is not, to improve the model by Yu to include the effect of dynamic wind speed by fitting
Yu’s model to the FWVR model responses.

To answer these questions the induced velocity response of an actuator disc was modelled through
a free wake vortex ring model. The free wake model was able to capture the response in the wake,
which was necessary to view the behaviour in the wake to a changing incoming wind speed.

The conclusions from the first objective are that there is a clear difference in dynamic inflow response
between ’dynamic wind’ and ’dynamic thrust’. This difference in response corresponds to the difference
between bound circulation change and wake vorticity strength change. Or, in other words, the induced
velocity response is a combination of the strength of the shed vorticity, and the density of the vorticity. A
free-wake-vortex-ring model was able to show both effects clearly. It can also be concluded that dynamic
inflow in general is the summation of two effects. Dynamic thrust shows both the first order effect of the
change of thrust at the rotor and the slower second order effect of the wake. Dynamic wind only exhibits
the second order effect of the wake change as the strength of the shed vorticity does not change, but
the density does.

And even though dynamic wind does not show as drastic as a response as dynamic thrust, the scale
of the induced velocity change is on the same order as in the dynamic thrust case. Also, the lag between
induced velocity and thrust coefficient change is larger because of the slower response. Finally, itis clear
that there is an induced velocity response, contrary to what is currently assumed in research.

It has to be noted that dynamic wind and dynamic thrust in reality are coupled. A change in wind
speed will result in a change in axial force. The distinction is therefore rather hypothetical and may be
hard to observe in practice. Nevertheless this distinction tells us how dynamic inflow should be modelled
in general.

These conclusions could be carried through towards the engineering models of dynamic inflow. It
can be concluded that dynamic inflow engineering models only capture the first order effect, and that the
time constants used in the models appear to be off. Dye’s model has two different time scales though,
and may represent the two effects better than the model by Pitt-Peters or ECN. Because they do not
take into account the slower effect of wake adjustment, the engineering models are not very adequate
at predicting the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind. On top of that, as was also found in previous
research, the engineering models ultimately underestimate the effect of dynamic inflow in general.

The Duhamel’s integral model by Wei Yu performs better in the dynamic thrust case, which is to
be expected as it was fitted to that response. However, the model is currently unable to capture the
difference between dynamic wind and dynamic thrust as previously described. Although the model
output reflects the two time scales that are present, the input and fit of the model are limited to the
dynamic thrust case.

In order to be able to make this distinction, the Duhamel’s integral is extended to capture the response
to a changing wind speed. Just like the dynamic thrust case, dynamic wind could be expressed as a
summation of two exponentials, and the fitted functions to radius and thrust coefficient are good. The
model therefore performs well in the dynamic wind case, and is also able to capture a mix of thrust and
wind speed changes.

xiii






Introduction

The European Union has committed itself to 80-90% decarbonisation in 2050 with respect to 1990 levels.
It is currently en route to achieve halfe of that. To realise the other half, the European Commission (EC)
sees a large role for renewable energy sources. It expects at least 55%, but perhaps even 97%, of
electricity to be produced by renewables in 2050 [EC, 2012].

This commitment inevitably leads to a large increase in wind energy, both onshore and offshore.
This large increase in wind energy is accompanied by a general trend of ever increasing rotor diameters,
especially for offshore wind turbines. This means that unsteady effects on the rotor scale are increasing,
and the importance of accurate aero-elastic models increases. One of these unsteady effects is called
dynamic inflow. It is defined as the delay between a change in rotor loading and the induced velocity
response.

The problem is that the most popular method of modelling the aerodynamics of a wind turbine, Blade
Element-Momentum theory (BEM), assumes steady conditions. Luckily additions that remedy this as-
sumption exist, but the question of the accuracy of these dynamic inflow models remains. Recently Yu
et al. [80], [81], [83], raised some doubts about the application of these engineering models. Hence, to
improve the modelling of dynamic inflow Yu proposed a new model in [79].

Additionally, rotor loading is defined by the thrust coefficient C;, and it can be changed by changing
the rotor forces (e.g. pitching a blade) or by changing the incoming wind speed. However, all engi-
neering models are applied to unsteady rotor forces. It is assumed that unsteady incoming wind speed
has a negligible effect on dynamic inflow, but the research into this assumption is limited to the Joule
project, Snel and Schepers et al. [60]. A new model was developed by Hammam [18] though, which
distinguishes between the effect of dynamic wind speed and dynamic thrust. Nevertheless, whether
unsteady wind is different from unsteady thrust still needs to be ruled out.

1.1. Aim and Hypothesis

The aim is therefore to understand the effects of dynamic wind speed by comparing the response to
dynamic wind speed to the response of dynamic thrust. The effects on the wake will require special
attention, as this is where differences are most likely to exist. It is also where an explanation for the
differences at the rotor can be found. Therefore a free wake vortex ring (FVWR) model will be used, as
it can adequately model the dynamics in the wake.

The main hypothesis can be formulated as follows:

The effect of dynamic wind speed on the actuator disc and the wake is different from the
effect of dynamic thrust, and it therefore needs to be included in current engineering models.

Itis also implied that the scale of the response is significant enough to warrant the inclusion in engineer-
ing models. It could be that there is an effect, yet the effects are small.

But if this hypothesis is found to be true, the next points of attention will be the engineering models,
to see how the differences between these two inputs are modelled. If the engineering models fail to
properly account for these differences an adjustment will need to be made.

1



Finally, the new engineering model by Yu will require special attention, as it improved upon the older
engineering models. If an adjustment is found to be necessary, it will therefore be made to this model.
To summarise, the objectives of these thesis are three-fold:

1. To investigate the difference in dynamic inflow between a varying incoming wind speed and a
varying thrust at the rotor. The first effect corresponds to a constant bound circulation but a varying
wake vorticity strength, while the second effect corresponds to a non-constant bound circulation
and therefore also a varying wake vorticity.

2. To determine whether this difference was captured by the engineering models.

3. And if it is not, to improve the model by Yu to include the effect of dynamic wind speed by fitting
Yu’s model to the FWVR model responses.

1.2. Research Questions
These objectives correspond to the following research questions:

1. What is the physical difference between dynamic wind speed and dynamic thrust?

(a) What is the effect of either dynamic on the actuator disc, and on the induced velocity re-
sponse?

(b) What is the effect of either dynamic on the wake?

2. What is the scale of the dynamic wind speed effect on dynamic inflow, and most importantly: is it
necessary to take it into account?

3. To what extent do engineering models already cover the resulting effects?

4. If current engineering models do not include the effect of dynamic wind speed, to what extent can
the model by Yu be modified to include it?

So, the focus throughout this work lies on the difference between the two drivers of unsteady thrust.
What is the result of varying incoming wind speed on the induced velocity response?

Structure of the Report

The structure of this report is split in two. The answers to the hypothesis and results of the main objec-
tives can be found in the first part I. It is structured as a research paper and functions as a standalone
document. It can therefore be read as such. The second part shows the chapters that give a more
in-depth explanation of current literature, a description of the used models and the verification of the
new model. Note that figures, tables and equations are often shown in both the first and second part
of the report. So the second part consists of the literature review in chapter 2. The free wake vortex
ring model is described in chapter 3. The performance of the engineering models is also shown in the
research paper, but a more extensive investigation is shown in chapter 4. The extension to Yu’s model,
the fitted coefficients and the accuracy of the fit is shown in chapter 5. After this the extended model is
verified in chapter 6. This thesis report finishes with the conclusions and recommendations in chapter 7
and the bibliography in page 97.
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In the case of unsteady loading conditions at a rotor, the induced velocity response lags
the thrust coefficient at the rotor. The two parameters that are responsible for unsteady
loading conditions are rotor thrust (due to blade pitch, or rotational speed) and incoming
wind speed. The induced velocity response to these two sources of unsteadiness have been
compared in a free wake vortex ring model. It was found that a varying wind speed
has a non-negligible dynamic inflow effect, and the effect is different from varying rotor
thrust. Additionally, current engineering models are incapable of capturing this difference.
Recently a new engineering model was proposed by Yu [1], and this model is extended such

that it is able to distinguish between the response to dynamic wind and to dynamic thrust.

Nomenclature

= Rotor area [m?]

= Induction factor [-]

= Reduced frequency k = % [-]

= Thrust coeflicient [-]

= Thrust force in axial direction [N]

= Radial coordinate [m]

= Rotor radius [m]

= Induced velocity at the rotor [ms™]
= Incoming wind speed [ms™']

= Viscous cut-off radius vortex element [-]
= Vorticity density in the wake [ms~!]
= Circulation at the rotor [m?s~']

= Density [kgm™>]

= 1= % Non-dimensional time [-]

= Blade Element-Momentum theory

= Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands



FWVR = Free Wake Vortex Ring Model

Subscripts

i = Time step index

k = Radial index

d = Z-location at the disc

I. Introduction

The strength of Blade-Element Momentum (BEM) theory is its simplicity while still providing relatively
accurate solutions to the rotor aerodynamics of wind turbines. One only needs accurate airfoil polars for BEM
to be accurate, as pointed out by Hansen et al. [2]. To achieve this simplicity a couple of assumptions are made;
one of them being the assumption of steady conditions. Because of this assumption BEM predicts an instant
relation between induced velocity at the rotor and loading conditions. In reality the induced velocity will lag the
thrust coefficient considerably because the air around the rotor has to be accelerated. This lagging effect is called
Dynamic Inflow. Besides the acceleration of air explanation, another reason can be found in the wake: the wake
has to adapt to the new conditions and it takes time before new shed vorticity convects downstream and replaces
the old vorticity, which was also discussed by Sanders [3].

The effect of dynamic inflow scales with rotor diameter. Since rotors are ever increasing in size, taking the
lagging effect of dynamic inflow becomes ever more important in aero-elastic calculations as discussed by Van
Engelen and Van der Hooft [4] and Odgaaard et al. [5]. Including a correct response to unsteadiness into BEM is
therefore imperative.

Different additions to BEM have been made to model the transient response to unsteady loading. The first of
these additions was made for helicopters by Pitt and Peters [6], based on the work by Carpenter and Fridovich [7].
Next to this model, both @ye [8] and Snel and Schepers [9] developed a dynamic inflow model specifically for
wind turbines. Schepers [10] provides an overview of these three models. These dynamic inflow models have been
compared against experiments on two occasions. The Joule 1 project, see Snel and Schepers [11], and the project
by NREL, see Fingersh and Hand et al. [12][13], are two benchmark studies for unsteady rotor aerodynamics.
In these studies it was found that the dynamic inflow models generally provide good results. However, more
recently Yu et al. [14] [15], compared the models against a free wake vortex model and against experiments.
They concluded that the engineering models underestimate the dynamic inflow effect. Yu [1] therefore proposed
a different approach to model dynamic in order to overcome the inaccuracies.

Additionally, current approaches to dynamic inflow have always focused on a dynamically changing thrust as
the driver of unsteady loading conditions. Despite the name ’dynamic inflow’, a varying wind speed has been
assumed to result in negligible dynamic inflow effects. The reason was that a changing wind speed would not result
in a large absolute wind speed difference at the rotor, although it would change the induction factor, as concluded

by Schepers [10]. To investigate this notion, the topic and hypothesis in this work will be that dynamic wind speed



will result in dynamic inflow effects:

The effect of dynamic wind speed on the actuator disc and the wake is different from the effect of

dynamic loading, and it therefore needs to be included in current engineering models.

Which will be investigated by using a free wake vortex model and comparing the response to thrust and wind
speed change. If the hypothesis is found to be true, the second objective will be to find out whether the current
engineering models correctly distinguish between a dynamically varying thrust and wind speed. And if they do
not, whether the effect can be included.

The following section II will discuss the terminology, approach and methodology. The differences between
dynamic wind and dynamic thrust will be shown in section III. The predicted response by the current engineering
models is shown in section IV. The performance of the alternative model by Yu is discussed in section V. Section
VI proposes a modification to Yu’s model, which will be validated in section VII. The conclusions are discussed

in the final section VIII.

II. Approach
This section will show the different test cases and their terminology, and it will briefly describe the model that
has been used throughout this work. The assumption of dynamic wind is is also shown, and the effects of this

assumption.

A. Terminology of Dynamic Inflow

First of all the different terms that are being used in literature, and throughout this work, need to be clarified
and defined. Dynamic Inflow is the general name used in literature to describe the lag between induction at the
rotor and the thrust coefficient C;. Despite the name ’inflow’, a dynamic incoming wind speed is usually not
considered, and only the thrust is dynamic. Other names commonly used for the same effect are Dynamic Wake
or Dynamic Induction. More specifically, throughout this work two other names will be used to describe the two
different sources of unsteady conditions. The first of these is Dynamic Thrust, which describes an unsteady C;

due to varying axial thrust at the rotor.
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This can be regarded as a blade pitch change. A rotational speed change, as studied in the Mexico project by
Schepers et al. [16], also results in an angle of attack change and therefore a thrust change.

The second source of unsteady conditions is wind speed: Dynamic Wind. This describes an unsteady C; due
to varying incoming wind speed. In this case the axial thrust is assumed constant, and only the wind speed is

dynamic.

Fox 1
= ——=fl—>— 2
€ @) 0.50AU(t) / (Ug(t)) @



B. Methodology

The methodology and flow of the work is quite straightforward. A vortex model was constructed, which
functions as higher fidelity method as compared to BEM. In this vortex model dynamic wind and dynamic thrust
are compared against each other in a couple of test cases. After this current engineering models added to BEM
are compared against these results, in a similar fashion as done by Yu [1]. Finally a new model is constructed by

fitting it over a wide range of thrust coefficients to the vortex model response to dynamic wind.

Vortex Model To evaluate dynamic inflow a free wake vortex ring model is chosen here. The reason is because
a vortex model is reasonably flexible in evaluating different cases, and a good compromise between accuracy and
speed. In this work the focus lies on an actuator disc without distinct lifting bodies. And if no wake rotation is
assumed, then all vorticity is concentrated in rings that are continually being shed by the actuator disc, and thus
form a sheet behind the disc. This is the simplest description available, and already posed by Joukowsky, see
Okulov et al. [17]. Yoon and Heister [18] have derived analytical solutions for an infinitely thin vortex ring. This

vorticity sheet and the discretisation into rings is shown in figure 1.

ur
tou,
FPArg, 2,) Continuous vortex sheet,

discretised into vortex rings

~NY

Figure 1 Wake vorticity behind actuator disc (top). Vortex ring model (bottom).

Because investigating dynamic inflow effects requires a dynamically changing wake, a prescribed wake vortex
ring model will not suffice. A free wake vortex ring (FWVR) model is better at capturing the velocity response in
the dynamic inflow case than a prescribed wake model because it allows the wake to have a transient response to
a change. This can be seen in the study conducted by Yu et al. [19]. Van Kuik and Lignarolo [20] showed that a
vortex ring model is very useful to validate certain assumptions of BEM, and that its results can give good insight
in the physics of rotor aerodynamics.

The FWVR that will be discussed in this section is based on the model outlined by Baldacchino and van Bussel



[21]. The same approach is also used by Van Kuik and Lignarolo [20], @ye [22] and Yu et al. [15]. It consists of

a free wake part, and a part where the wake is fully expanded which is regarded as a semi-infinite tube.

Model Limitations In this FWVR model there are three parameters that govern the accuracy and speed: the time
step At, the vortex cut-off radius (viscous core) ¢, and the point at which the free wake ends and the vortex tube
starts. Yu et al. [15] and Van Kuik and Lignarolo [20] all found convergence values for these parameters. This
FWVR model has been validated against experiments by Yu et al. [15], and was cross-verified by Van Kuik and

Lignarolo [20]. The model parameters that have been used here are shown in table 1. The same model parameters

Table 1 Limiting parameters used in the FWVR model.

Parameter Value From Yuetal. [15]
Vortex cut-off 1075 1075
Time Step At 0.02 0.02
Extension of vortex rings  11R 11R

have been chosen as the FWVR model by Yu et al., who estimated the modelling error with these parameters. It
was shown that by using these values the influence of the time step, cut-off radius and number of vortex rings is

very small.

Test Cases Initialy, the following test cases have been evaluated:

Step Change C; = 7/9: AC, = +1/9.

Step Change C; = 6/9: AC, = 1/9.

Harmonic Change C; = 7/9: AC; = 1/9. The reduced frequencies tested here are k = 0.2,0.5, 1.
These cases have been chosen because they can easily be compared against the results by Yu. The test cases in the
experiments by Hong [23] and Kaur [24] have also been evaluated as verification and baseline.

Time and frequency are non dimensionalised through:

tUy
T=—
R
R
o @R
Uy

C. Effect of Dynamic Wind Assumption
Before looking at the differences between dynamic wind and dynamic thrust, the implementation of dynamic
wind must be evaluated. It is expected that the way the gust convects influences the way the wake responds, and

therefore the response at the rotor. The three different implementations are described in the following section.

Modelling Dynamic Wind How a wind speed change is implemented will determine how a change is perceived

at the rotor and how the vortex rings convect downstream. Three different options are considered.



1. Wave-front: Uy = f(z,a) The first option is to change the wind in the domain in a wave-like way. The
wind speed is not constant at every z but a function of z. If the wave speed is the absolute wind speed:
Uo(1 — a) the *gust’ convects at the same speed as the vortex rings. The wind speed at = i can then be
implemented as an inherent property of the i-th vortex ring.

2. Wave-front: Uy = f(z) The second option is again a wave, but now the wave-front speed is constant and
the same as the wind speed: the *gust’ convects faster or slower than the vortex rings.

3. Uniform change: Uy = f(¢t) The third and final option is a uniform change across the spatial domain. The

wind changes everywhere at the same time. This is the least *physical’ description of a wind gust.

Differences between Approaches The resulting differences of the three cases previously described are shown
in figure 2. For comparison the dynamic thrust case is also shown.

From these graphs two conclusions can be drawn:

A uniform change results in a different response than a wave-front response. The response of a uniform
change is faster than a wave-front. Which is expected, as a wave should result in a gradual change in the wake,
while a uniform change would impose a more sudden change on the wake. The similarity to dynamic thrust
in the case of a uniform change is surprisingly striking however: apparently a local change in load (and thus
circulation) starting from the actuator disc, has a similar exponential effect as changing the velocity in the
entire wake.

The exact value of the wave-front velocity does not have a large influence. The difference between the first
and second approach of modelling the wave-front is small. The exact velocity at which the wave front travels
through the wake can thus be neglected.

In the following analysis the wave-front approach with a convection speed of Uy(1 — a) will be used, such that the
wave convects at the same speed as the vortex rings. The reason for this is two-fold, first because a uniform change
is not very realistic, and second because the wind velocity becomes an inherent property of a vortex ring. This is
similar to the dynamic thrust approach, where the C,, and thus circulation strength are inherent properties of the

shed vortex rings. It would be interesting to see the difference between the two properties that define the C;.

I1I. Response to Dynamic Wind as compared to Dynamic Thrust
In this section both dynamic inflow drivers will be compared against each other in the FWVR model. The
dynamic thrust case is the baseline, and the following sections will show in which ways dynamic wind deviate

from the dynamic thrust response.

A. Dynamic Wind Effects on Wake
The wake probably explains the differences between dynamic thrust and dynamic wind best. Because there are
two things to note when looking at the wake behind the rotor:

The expansion of the wake does not differ between dynamic thrust and dynamic wind, see figure 3a. This

10



Non dimensionalized velocity change

10 05 00 05 10 15 20 25 30
T=tUo/R [-] T=tUo/R []
—— Convected wave: Uy = f(z,a) —— Convected wave: Uy = f(z,a)
—— Constant wave velocity: Uy = f(z) —— Constant wave velocity: Ug = f(z)
Uniform change: Ug = f(t) Uniform change: Up = f(t)
—— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.78, AC; = 0.11 —— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.78, AC; = 0.11
(a) Non dimensionalised change in induced velocity (b) Change in induction factor per unit of time.

Uing vs 7.

Figure 2 Different implementations of a change in velocity throughout the domain and wake. C, = 7/9,
AC; = 1/9.

makes sense, because the thrust coefficient alone defines the expansion of the wake. The cases reach the
equilibrium differently though.
The wake is ’stretched’ or ’compressed’ in the dynamic wind case as compared to dynamic thrust. The
vortex rings are closer together or further apart, depending on an increase or decrease of C;. This can be seen
in figure 3b: where the wake is convected further or less far as compared to dynamic thrust. This is due to a
different absolute value of velocity in the wake. As a result of this, the strength of the vorticity I'/dz changes,
even though the circulation I" remains constant in the dynamic wind case.
The second notion is important, as it touches the core of the difference. In the dynamic thrust case the induction
changes are driven by the change in shed vorticity, while in the dynamic wind case the induction changes are a

resultant of changes in the wake.

Vortex ring positions

Vortex ring positions

« Cy=f(U)=0.78, dC; = -0.11 «* op3ss
1.04] ° Ci=fFa)=078,dCc=-0.11 Lo 10 /—-W*-n-m'i‘i.i:
1.03 - 0.5
v Dyn. Wind C; = 0.78, AC; = 0.11, k = 1.00
§ 1.02 % 0.0 Dyn. Thrust C¢ = 0.78, AC; = 0.11, k = 1.00
101 K - -05
. -1.0 s, Sedy 2
100l - T B RS e
0.00 0.05 010 015 020 025 00 05 10 21/'2 20 25 30
zIR
(a) Position of vortex rings, C; = 7/9, ACy = 1/9. (b) Position of vortex rings, C; = 7/9, AC;y = 1/9,
k=1.

Figure 3 Vortex ring positions for different cases compared.
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B. Relevancy and Scale of Dynamic Wind

The previous section discussed the effects on the wake. This section will show the scale of the dynamic wind

response and its relevancy as compared to dynamic thrust.

The change of induced velocity is smaller in the dynamic wind case. When looking at figures 4a, 4b and 4d,
it can be concluded that the induced velocity change is smaller. However, because the induction factor is also
a function of the velocity, the induction factor matches the induction factor of the dynamic thrust case very
closely. So induced velocities are different, but induction factors are similar.

The instantaneous induction factors are only similar for small and slow changes in C,. When the thrust
coefficient changes rapidly (i.e. harmonically at a high frequency k = 1), the induction factors are no
longer similar. See figure 5a. This is because the induced velocity does not respond as quickly in the dynamic
wind case as in the dynamic thrust case, as shown in figure 5b. When the changes are less rapid (k = 0.2),
the induction factors follow a similar pattern again, as can be seen in figures 6a and 6b. This effect can also
be seen in figures 10a and 10b. The amplitude of the induced velocity is smaller in the case of dynamic wind
for k = 0.2, resulting in a larger amplitude of induction factors as compared to dynamic thrust.

To conclude, the induced velocities are different, and so is the induction factor if the changes are rapid. If the rate
of change is slower, the induction factors correspond to the induction factors of dynamic thrust. Either way, the
induced velocity and induction factor change are on the same order of magnitude, albeit smaller, and therefore just

as relevant as in the dynamic thrust case.

C. Rate of Change and Transient Response

A few differences were already discussed in the previous sections, and this section will combine the previous

conclusions into a fundamental notion about the response to a dynamic wind speed change.

The rate of change in the dynamic wind case is smaller and different. The rate of change of induced ve-
locity at the rotor can be seen in figures 7a and 7b. In the dynamic thrust case the induction factor adjusts
rapidly and the rate of change decreases exponentially. In the dynamic wind case the rate of change remains
rather constant.

This difference may be explained by how the change originates at the rotor, and how the wake responds. This is
shown in figure 8. In the dynamic thrust case the first order effect is due to the convection of changing vorticity
strength because the circulation I' changes. This effect is immediate and instantly results in changing induced
velocities. The second slower effect is the result of the adaptation of the wake to the new conditions. In the
dynamic wind case, the first order effect is because of the changing density of vorticity y. The circulation I"

remains constant. This is because circulation is defined as:

- CUS At
Je

3)
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Figure 4 Induction factor and induced velocity for C; = 7/9 and AC; = +1/9.
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Figure 5 Induction factor and induced velocity for C; = 7/9 and AC; = 1/9 at k = 1.
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Induction factor a = Ujnq/Uo(T) Induced velocity Ujnq/Uo(0) at the rotor

0.29

0.291
0.28 1 _0.28]
. 0.27+ S 027
= =
E S
0.26 1 20.26
=)

0.25+

0.24+-

0.241 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
0 5 10 15 20 0 5 10 15 20
T=tUo/R [] T=tUo/R []
—— Dyn. Wind C; = 0.78, AC; = 0.11, k = 0.20 —— Dyn. Wind C; = 0.78, AC; = 0.11, k = 0.20
—— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.78, AC; = 0.11, k= 0.20 —— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.78, AC; = 0.11, k= 0.20
(@) al-]versus 7 [-]atk =0.2 (b) U;,,4 [m/s] versus 7 [-] at k = 0.2.

Figure 6 Induction factor and induced velocity for C; = 7/9 and AC; = 1/9 at k = 0.2.
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Figure 7 Change in induction factor per unit of time for C; = 7/9 and C; = 6/9.
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Vorticity does change, because vorticity is the density of the vortex rings:

y== 4)

So the only change is the vorticity strength. However, this is a gradual change, and not as immediate as the
change in shed vorticity strength. And because of this, the initial rate of change in the case of dynamic wind
is slower. The second order effect is similar to the dynamic thrust case, and is due to the wake gradually
changing to its new strength. Which brings the next conclusion:

The dynamic wind case matches the rate of change of the thrust case after a certain period of time. This
could also be seen in figure 4a. The rate of change of induction factor initially is slower and after a while
follows the thrust case. This makes the conclusion likely that dynamic thrust (and dynamic inflow in a general
sense) is the summation of two effects: a first order quick response due to the change in shed vorticity strength,
and a second order slower response due to the wake changing shape and density.

(Note that dynamic wind could also turn into a rapid change if it is regarded as a uniform change across the
flow field, as discussed in section II.C. In that case the same peak and exponential decay can be observed.)
Slower rate of change is also present in the harmonic case, because the dynamic wind response is not as
quick as in the dynamic thrust case. Figures 9a and 9b show the different harmonic responses. It was already
observed that the induced velocity does not change as much, but there is also a phase difference: there is a
phase lag of the dynamic wind cases as compared to dynamic thrust. The difference is also clear in figures
10a and 10b, in which the absolute velocity is plotted against the thrust coefficient. Different instantaneous

thrust coefficients correspond to different velocities at the rotor for both cases.

The response is the same for different steady thrust coefficients , as can be seen in figure 7b . Both the
C; =7/9 and C; = 6/9 case follow the same response. This can be observed for both the wind and dynamic
thrust case. Although there is no difference in this regard, it may be interesting as it implies that the time

scales of dynamic inflow effects are relatively independent for small changes of steady thrust coefficients.

D. Conclusions

To summarise the results: two major differences can be observed. First of all the rate of change in the dynamic
wind case is different. It is a gradual change, which can be explained in the way the vorticity is convected in the
wake.

Second, as a result of this, the induced velocity response in the case of dynamic wind is not as large and quick
as in the case of dynamic thrust. Therefore a different phase difference may be observed. Both of these notions
are important in the implementation of dynamic inflow models.

Furthermore, a conclusion may be drawn that in general dynamic inflow can be modelled as a summation
of two effects. First the transient response with a quick exponential decay, corresponding to the shedding of the

vorticity. And second a slower rate of change corresponding to the wake changing density and shape. Dynamic
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Figure 8 Rotor and wake representation. Left: initial conditions. Center: first order response. Right:
second order response. Circles indicate vortex ring positions (density: vorticity y) and vortex ring strength
(circulation I').
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Figure 9 Induction factor change per unit of time, C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9,k = 1 and k = 0.2.
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Figure 10 Phase difference: instantaneous thrust coefficient versus induced velocity. C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9,
k=1andk = 1.

wind only shows the second order effect.
Finally, it must be noted that the way the dynamic wind is modelled has an influence on the results. A wave-front

or a uniform change across the domain will result in different responses.

IV. Performance of the Models by Oye, Pitt-Peters and ECN
The three most commonly used engineering models will be evaluated here, to see how they perform in dynamic
inflow as compared to the FWVR model. Both the dynamic thrust cases as dynamic wind cases will be used in the
evaluation.
The three models that will first be compared against the results from the FWVR model are 1.@0ye’s model,

developed by @ye [22], 2. Pitt-Peter’s model by Pitt and Peters [6] and 3. ECN’s model by Snel and Schepers [11].

1. @ye Developed by @ye, [22], this model describes the induced velocity response over time by two first-order
linear differential equations. It defines the quasi-steady state velocity V,¢ as the velocity from momentum theory.
And % as the steady state response to a change, which is immediate in the case of momentum theory. This is

then inserted into the following two equations:

Vi
Vlnt + 7 dr = Vgs + KT dl(‘l (5)
dv
V+ Tzd_l‘ = Vint (6)

Vint 1s simply the intermediate velocity value. With the quasi-steady state input from BEM, this then results into

the actual induced velocity response V. «, 71 and 7 were found using Vortex Ring models with a prescribed wake
[22].

The accuracy of @ye’s model depends on the values found for the time constants. The original time constants
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were found with a prescribed wake vortex method and through correlations with experimental data. But the
question rises whether such a prescribed wake model is capable of capturing the transient wake response, and

whether the experiments can be generalised towards all turbines.

2. Pitt-Peters Carpenter and Fridovich [7] did experimental research into unsteady loading. They developed the
notion that the transient behaviour observed in unsteady conditions is due to the mass of air that requires time to
settle to a new equilibrium. Pitt and Peters [6] developed a system of linear equations to account for this mass time
dependence.

The Pitt-Peters model has been validated extensively for helicopters, and is convenient because it produces
consistent results both in hover as in forward flight (axisymmetric and yawed flow).

In the axisymmetric case and translated to wind turbines it can be applied to BEM through, (see Snel et al.
[11]):

8 dv;

n
Ty = — pAgr +2pArVik Vo + Vik) 0
3r dr

For every annular ring in k with area A, and at every time step i. T is the thrust in the annular ring, and V; &
is the induced velocity at time step i in annular ring k. The model by Pitt and Peters is used in most commercial

software for BEM, such as GH Bladed.

3. ECN Snel and Schepers [11] also outline an additional dynamic inflow model, based on integral relations of

a stream tube model (see [10] or [25] for an overview of a stream tube model).

d
AR fa (Vi) +4Vi (Vo = Vi) = 0V gy e ®)

Equation 8 is a differential equation for the induced velocity V; at each annulus in BEM. In this equation the time
constant 7 is the ‘% fa portion. Finally, the dependency on /R, which was lost in the derivation of equation 8, is

reintroduced through f, as:

2n _
fu= zﬂ/f [1-(r/R)cos ¢,] 346, )
0 [1+@/R?=2(r/R)cos ;]

Analogous to equation 8 a similar equation can be derived for the tangential momentum balance.

A. Dynamic Thrust in Engineering Models

First the performance of the engineering models in the dynamic thrust case is evaluated. The results and test
cases shown here are similar to Yu’s verification study [15]. Figures 11 and 12 show the response to a step change
of AC; = 1/9.

The FWVR model predicts a slower initial change and a much larger time scale of the effect afterwards. It

can be concluded that the engineering models underestimate the effect of dynamic inflow. The explanation for

18



this underestimation is different for each model. Pitt-Peters does not consider the wake at all, and was made for
helicopter thrust cases. The ECN model is similar in form to Pitt-Peters, but its time constants are based on a
frozen cylindrical wake model and therefore very different. @ye’s model is the only model that considers two
different time scales and is therefore closest to the effects seen in the FWVR model. However, the time constants
used in @ye’s model seem to be incorrect. These time constants were derived from a wake model. However, the
wake model used by @ye was a prescribed fixed wake model and the question is whether a fixed wake model is
capable of properly capturing the dynamic inflow effects. The free wake vortex model used here shows that the

wake requires a longer time to adjust than predicted by the engineering model of @ye.
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Figure 11 Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic thrust between FWVR models and the
engineering models, C;, = 7/9, AC, = 1/9.
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Figure 12 Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic thrust between FWVR models and the
engineering models, C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9.
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Figure 13 Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic thrust between FWVR models and the
engineering models, C; = 7/9, AC, = 1/9,k = 1.

B. Dynamic Wind in Engineering Models

The previous section evaluated the engineering models in the case of a load change: C; = f(F,y). This section
will put the engineering models through the case of a changing incoming wind: C; = f(Up).

Modelling the transient response to a changing wind speed has never been the purpose of the engineering
models, so it is not to be expected that the engineering models will be able to properly capture the transient in this
case. Figures 14 and 15 will show the response to a step change of thrust coefficient of AC; = 1/9 due to a change

in the incoming wind Uy. Figures 16 and 17 show a harmonically varying change in wind speed.
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Figure 14 Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between FW VR models, experimental
results and the engineering models, C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9.

As can be seen from figures 14 to 17, the engineering models are fundamentally different from the expected
dynamic wind effect. The predicted response is too fast for dynamic wind (even more than in the dynamic thrust
case). This is because all dynamic inflow models are modelled with dynamic thrust in mind, and therefore follow

the faster first order effect of dynamic thrust. The differential in the engineering model equations is a derivative of
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Figure 15 Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between FWVR models and the
engineering models, C; = 7/9, AC, = 1/9.
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Figure 16 Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between the FWVR model and the
engineering models, C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9,k = 1.
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Figure 17 Comparison of the dynamic inflow effects of dynamic wind between the FWVR model and the
engineering models, C; = 7/9, AC, = 1/9, k = 1.

a change in bound circulation at the rotor, and is therefore inadequate to model the slower second order effect of
dynamic wind.

On the other hand, these two effects could be modelled as two time scales, and that is exactly what @ye’s model
does. The time scales used in the model are too small tough, and @ye’s model over predicts the quickness of the

response just like the other models.

V. New Approach by Yu
It has been established that the current and older engineering models underestimate the effect of dynamic inflow
due to dynamic thrust, and that they do not distinguish between dynamic thrust and dynamic wind. Therefore
three alternative models will be tested against the FWVR as well. The first model is a vortex tube model (VTM),
analogous to ECN’s approach. The second model is an integro differential model by Hammam [26] and the third
model is Yu’s model, as outlined in [1]. The focus will lie on this new model, as it was found to perform well in

the dynamic thrust case.

A. Duhamel’s Integral by Yu

Yu [1] proposes a different approach by using the general solution to the second order damping equation, which
can often be found to be of the form of one or more exponentials. Yu uses a free wake vortex ring model to fit
the damping coefficients and frequencies. This exponential function can then be inserted in Duhamel’s integral to
calculate the response.

The following form of the indicial response function was defined, which describes the induced velocity response
due to a change in vorticity:

Du(rt) =1 - fe' — (1 - ) e’ (10)
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In this equation 3, w' and w? are the coefficients used to make the fit. These coefficients are a function of radius

and base thrust coefficient, and the radial dependency was created through a third order polynomial. See Yu [1]

for a description of the coefficients. The coefficients are also described in the appendix at the end of this paper.
The Duhamel’s integral describes the response x to an arbitrary excitation F (1), and the response function

h (¢ — 7) to that excitation at time 7:

t
x(t)zf F(t)h(t-1)dr (11)
0

The induced velocity response is then written in terms of the Duhamel’s integral as:

t
Uina(r,t) = y(0)Dy(r, 1) + f d—yd)d(r,t —o)do (12)
0 dO’

Combining equations 10 and 12, and differentiating the Duhamel’s integral, Yu finds the following expression for

the induced velocity response at time step j in the form of a time marching scheme:

wina(r, 1) = 0.5 (y(t) = ¢} (1) = ] (1)) (13)

With ¢ and ¢; being intermediate differential functions:

de! (1) d

L —wjel () = B, Vdft) (14)
de? (1) dy (1)

ilt —wict (1) = (1- B;) " (15)

Equation 13 can then be implemented into BEM through equations 14 and 15.

B. Dynamic Thrust in Alternative Models

The alternative models have been compared against the current engineering models and against the FWVR
model. Both the dynamic wind case and dynamic thrust case have been tested here. Figures 18 and 19 show the
response to a step change in AC; = 1/9 at C; = 7/9.

Yu’s model in the form of the Duhamel’s integral performs better than all the other models in the case of
dynamic thrust, and shows a comparable response as the FWVR model. This is expected, as Yu’s model is fitted
to the FWVR model. This can be seen in the response to dynamic thrust as shown in figures 18. The Duhamel’s
integral approach shows a slower initial response and a longer overall duration to reach the new equilibrium. This
is comparable to the findings from the FWVR model: two different time scales for the effect of bound circulation
change and wake vorticity change.

The vortex tube model is very similar to ECN’s results, and therefore offers no improvement. Hammam’s

model seemed promising, but it has a few flaws that prohibit it from working properly.
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Figure 18 Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9, dynamic thrust case.

C. Dynamic Wind in Alternative Models
Although this Duhamel’s integral model performs well in the case of dynamic thrust, it behaves the same as
the other engineering models and offers only a minor improvement over current models. This is due to the usage

of ¥ as a linear function of the instantaneous thrust coefficient:

() = Up(t) (V1= Cr () — 1) (16)

As a result, y(¢) has an instant quick response, instead of the slower adjustment of the wake. y(f) may in that
regard replaced by the circulation at the rotor I'(¢), which is only a function of the instantaneous thrust coefficient
and wind speed.

This becomes more clear if one looks at dy(¢)/d¢. The derivative of y(¢) is zero everywhere in the case of a
step change, except at t = 7, when the step change happens. In the case of a step change, the Duhamel’s integral
is simply the response to a single excitation. And this is the same for both a change in wind speed as a change in
load. However, in the dynamic wind case the density of vorticity v does not change instantly as it is actually a
function of induced velocity at the rotor. Therefore the model by Yu does not distinguish between dynamic thrust
and dynamic wind in its input. To conclude, in order to distinguish between I'(#) and y(¢) a new fit or amendment

to Yu’s model is necessary.

VI. Extension to Yu’s Model
Three ways to amend Yu’s model have been considered. The first method is to change the forcing function
v(t) and make it a function of u;,4 at the rotor. This would be the most physical representation of the effect of

dynamic wind. This would however alter the way dynamic thrust is modelled, since dynamic thrust and dynamic
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Figure 19 Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9, dynamic wind case.

wind have a different change of vy for the same change in C;. The problem is therefore that Ay defines both the
absolute change in induced velocity and defines the forcing function in the Duhamel’s integral. Since both the
forcing function and the absolute change are different for both effects, it becomes difficult to find an overarching
way to model both way simultaneously.

The conclusions drawn from section III also suggest that the two effects may be modelled independently as a
function of I'(#) and y(¢). Dynamic wind would then be a function of y, and dynamic thrust would be a summation
of both changes. This would be the second way to model dynamic inflow in general. However, the same problem
arises that it is difficult to combine the two models with the same integrals. Furthermore, the dynamic wind
response would not fit to a single exponential, and therefore two exponentials would be needed again for each
forcing function.

The third method would be the most simple way, and that is to keep Yu’s model the same, but add a similar

integral modelling the dynamic wind response. The two responses are then independent functions from each other:

t d’y t d'y
Uing(r,t) = 0.5y(0) + (1 - K)f d_q)d’l (r,t —o)do +Kf —Ogyo(r,t —o)do 17
o 4o 0 do

Fit to dynamic thrust Fit do dynamic wind

k is a function of the change in wind speed and thrust coefficient, defining which fit is closer to the case at hand:

2
Ct U()
=—\|l— -1 18
: AC, ((Uo +AU()) ) (%)

Which is 0 if AUy = 0, and 1 if AUj is the only change. The dynamic wind response @ is fitted in the same way

as the dynamic thrust response as done by Yu [1]. The question is how this combination behaves in the general
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dynamic inflow case with a combined thrust and wind speed change.
Here the third method is chosen because of its simplicity. This way the dynamic wind case can easily be
modelled and it would be interesting to see the response to a combined thrust and wind speed change.

Analogous to the approach outlined by Yu, the response function @, is a fit to two exponentials:
Bg2(r1) = 1= Boe = (1 = ) e (19)

B2, w3 and w* have different values as used by Yu, since the response is different for dynamic wind. The following

polynomial fits have been found to give good results for the dynamic wind case:

1

= 20

Pa(r) azrd + axr? + apr! + agr® (20)

w3(r) = agr3 + a2r2 + alr1 + aoro 21
1

w*(r) = (22)

a3rd + axr? + ajr! + agr®

Which reintroduces the radial dependency. The following values for the coefficients a,, have been found:

Table 2 Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients 3, w*> and w* for the dynamic wind case,
based on a free wake vortex ring method.

BZ w3 w4

a3 221C?-297C, - 101 -221C, +1.35 7.31C, —4.43
a, —262C? +364C, — 130 2.62C; —1.72 -6.30C; + 6.02
ay —62.1C?+70.0C, —17.7 -0.71C, +0.45 2.39C, — 1.65
ay 108C?-147.7C, +53.2  0.01C, - 0.05 -2.31C, - 1.51

The polynomial functions are therefore a function of C;, and the response depends on the radial location and
the thrust coefficient. Note that these values are different for the dynamic thrust coefficients, which have already

been fitted by Yu, [1], they are also shown in the appendix to this paper.

VII. Verification
Now that a Yu’s model is extended with different coefficients this new model is put to the test and the results
are shown in this section. A pure dynamic wind case is first shown, and afterwards the performance in the case of

a combined response of dynamic thrust and dynamic wind is presented.

A. Dynamic Wind Case
The new coefficients of the Duhamel’s integral model have been tested against results from the free wake vortex
ring model. The results are shown in figures 20 and 21 for a step change, and in figures 22, 23 for a harmonic

variation. As can be seen in the step change, the fit is very good for low thrust coefficients (C; = 0.2), but at higher
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thrust coefficients C; = 0.8 becomes less good. Nevertheless, the initial response has a similar slope, as can also
be seen in the rate of change in figure 21b. This results in a good fit in the harmonic case, 22, since the initial
response is most important there. The amplitude and phase difference are very close, as can also be seen in figure
23. Overall, the improvement over the coefficients which were fit to the dynamic thrust case is large, both for a

step change, as well as for a harmonic change.
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Figure 20 Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2,
AC; = 01.
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Figure 21 Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C, = 0.8,
AC, =0.1.

B. Combination Dynamic Wind and Thrust

The next step is to evaluate how the combination of Yu’s coefficients work together with the new coefficients
in the case of a combined change in dynamic inflow. Can the model still work if both the wind speed as the thrust
are changed? Two cases are presented here, a total AC; = 0.1 at C; = 0.2 and at C; = 0.8. Half of the AC; is due
to a change of Uy, and the other half AC; is due to a change in F,,. The two response functions @, ; and @4 > then
both cover half of the response as « = 0.5 in equation 17. The results to this combined change is shown in figures

24 and 25.

The first thing that must be noted is that a combined response is relatively similar to the dynamic thrust response.

27



Induced velocity U;nq/Uq(0) at the rotor

0.115{ i

0 5 10 15 20
T=tUo/R [-]
—— Dyn. Wind C; = 0.44, AC; = 0.11, k = 1.00
—— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.44, AC; = 0.11, k = 1.00
---- Duhamel's Integral by Yu
-------- Duhamel's Integral New

(a) Induced velocity U;,4 vs 7.

Figure 22 Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s

AC; = 1/9, k = 1.

0.89 1

0.88

-al

— 0.87

0.86

0.35 0.40 0.45 0.50 0.55
Ce [l

—— Dyn. Wind C; = 0.44, AC; = 0.11, k = 1.00

—— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.44, AC; = 0.11, kK = 1.00

---- Duhamel\s Integral by Yu

Duhamel's Integral New

(@) Cr vs uz /Uco t

Figure 23 Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients.

AC; =1/9,k = 1.

05 00 05 10 15 20 25 30
T=tUo/R[]

—— Dyn. Wind C¢ = 0.44, AC: = 0.11, k = 1.00

—— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.44, AC: = 0.11, k = 1.00

----- Duhamel's Integral by Yu

-------- Duhamel's Integral New

(b) Change in induction factor per unit of time.

integral models, with different coefficients. C, = 4/9,

Ct vs (1-Ujng/Uo(0))
0.885 :

_.0.8801-

0.8751-

1 - Uina/Uo(0) [-

0.8707

0.865

035 0.0 045 050 0.55
Ce [

—— Dyn. Wind C; = 0.44, AC; = 0.11, k = 1.00
—— Dyn. Thrust C; = 0.44, AC; = 0.11, k = 1.00
---- Duhamel\s Integral by Yu

*  Duhamel's Integral New

(b) Cr vs uz /Usoo

28

G = 4/9,



Even though AT is less than half of the dynamic thrust AT, the change in shed vorticity strength is the largest
contributor in the quick response.

This also means that the differences between the model fitted to dynamic thrust and the combined Duhamel’s
integral are small. Overall the combination of the two responses performs well and is able to predict the response
of the combination. The question that remains however is whether the dynamic wind fit is really necessary in a

combined response, since the response is similar to dynamic thrust.
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Figure 24 Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2,
AC; = 0.1. Green line and Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind (50%) and dynamic
thrust (50%).
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Figure 25 Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.8,
AC; = 0.1. Green line and Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind (50%) and dynamic
thrust (50%).

VIII. Conclusions
The focus of this work has been on two different drivers behind dynamic inflow effects: a changing thrust,
and a changing incoming wind speed. Both parameters result in a changing thrust coefficient, and therefore a
changing wake. In both cases dynamic inflow effects could be seen: the induced velocity at the rotor lags the thrust
coefficient. The hypothesis posed in the introduction that dynamic wind speed also results in a transient response

is thus found to be true. On top of that, the response is different from the dynamic thrust case. It is slower and it
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is a more gradual change, as opposed to the exponentially decaying response of dynamic thrust. It can therefore
be concluded that dynamic wind speed is fundamentally different from dynamic thrust. Furthermore, the dynamic
thrust case and dynamic wind case converge to the same asymptote over time, which tells us how dynamic inflow
in general behaves with regards to the wake. And how it should be modelled.

Because the transient response to dynamic wind is different from the dynamic thrust case, the engineering
models fail to predict the dynamic wind response. This is not surprising, as dynamic thrust is the load case for
which the engineering models were made. Moreover, the engineering models underpredict the effect of dynamic
inflow in general, as the response is too fast, which was also concluded by Yu et al. [15], [1].

The Duhamel’s integral model as proposed by Yu was found to perform well in the dynamic thrust case, and
it was found to be an improvement over the existing engineering models. However, in the dynamic wind case
the prediction is again off, since it is fitted to the rapid response of dynamic thrust. Therefore a proposal for an
extension was made. The previous section showed that in the dynamic wind case the model predicts the response
well, especially the initial response in the first few seconds, which are most important.

Finally, the Duhamel’s integral was tested against a combined thrust and wind speed change. The model
performed well and was able to predict the mixed response. It can be concluded that the Duhamel’s integral model

can be adjusted such that a dynamic wind speed is included.

Recommendations
In the free wake vortex ring model a clear difference between dynamic thrust and dynamic wind speed could
be observed. Two comments have to be made here though:
¢ In the dynamic wind case it is assumed that the thrust remains constant. In reality the thrust will change with
changing wind speed as well, and they can not be viewed independently. As a result it may be expected that
a changing wind speed will also result in a thrust change, and may therefore result in a similar response as
simply changing the thrust force directly. So the remaining question here is whether the effect can also be
observed independently in reality. And following from this, whether the same scale of the effect is present
in reality.
* In addition to this, dynamic wind speed has been modelled as a wave-front moving through the wake.
Although a sudden uniform change throughout the domain does not resemble reality, the conclusions posed
here rely on the wave-front assumption. A different representation of a wind speed change will have pro-found

effects on the way the wake behaves. This gust wave-front therefore requires further verification.
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Appendix: Coefficients Duhamel’s Integral by Yu
In this appendix the proposal by Yu is summarised. See the research by Yu [1] for a complete overview of the
basis and performance of this approach. The induced velocity at the rotor in the form of the Duhamel’s Integral
model is given by:

t
Uina(r,t) = y(0)Dy(r, 1) + f d—y(l)d(r,t —o)do 23)
0 dO’

Such that the induced velocity is a function of a change in y times the response function ®,. The response function
is approximated as:

Da(r,t) =1 - fe' — (1= ) e’ (24)

In this equation S, w! and w? are the coefficients used to make the fit. These coefficients are a function of radius

and base thrust coefficient, and the radial dependency was created through a third order polynomial:

B(r) = asr + apr* + arr' + agr® (25)

wl(r) = a3r3 + a2r2 + alr1 + aoro (26)
1

w(r) = @7

a3rd + axr? + ajr! + agr®

These polynomial parameters were then fitted to the response calculated through a free wake vortex ring method,

and they are shown in table 3. The accuracy of the fit through these parameters is shown by Yu in [1].

Table 3 Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients 8, w' and w?, based on a free wake vortex
ring method.

B w! w?

az 0.98C; —1.09 3.45C? - 5.19C; +2.01  0.05C; - 0.60
a -2.01C, +199 -4.60C>+7.01-2.81 -0.38C, +1.6
ar 057C,-0.34 0.06C; - 0.09 0.32C; - 0.23
ap 0.62C; —0.03 -0.07C, - 0.12 -0.19C; - 0.79

Finally, the vorticity is defined as:

y(0) = Up(t) (VI -G () - 1) (28)
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Literature Review

This chapter will discuss the current state on unsteady rotor aerodynamic modelling. It starts with the
basics behind blade-element-momentum theory and rotor unsteadiness in section 2.1. The additions to
BEM, the engineering models, are shown in section 2.2. Even though the research into the difference
between dynamic thrust and dynamic wind is scarce, the conclusions of this research are summarised
in section 2.3. Afterwards other methods such as acceleration potential models, CFD or experiments
are discussed in respectively sections 2.4, 2.5 and 2.6. The different methods are compared in section
2.7 and this chapter ends with a summary 2.8 and the conclusions of the literature review 2.9.

2.1. Blade-Element-Momentum Theory

There are several ways to model a rotor and its interaction with the flow. From a full representation
of the rotor blades and flow discretisation to an actuator disc with a momentum source (helicopter) or
sink (wind turbine). This section will discuss the most widely used method: Blade Element-Momentum
Method, its flaws with respect to unsteady loading and wake aerodynamics and the methods that seek
to remedy these flaws.

2.1.1. Actuator Discs

The most simple way to represent a rotor is as a disc in the flow. This disc is porous, and functions as
a momentum source or sink. In its most basic form: a uniformly loaded actuator disc with axial forces
only, has the following assumptions:

+ Axial forces only: the wake is not rotated, and only slowed down. The 3 dimensionality is lost in
this case.

» Uniform loading in azimuthal direction: no blades. This is equivalent to a rotor with an infinite
number of blades.

» Uniform loading in radial direction: all vorticity is concentrated at the disc edge. This also means
the velocity increase/decrease is uniform across the disc.

The forces of the actuator disc then need to be coupled to the flow dynamics. This can be done in several
ways. Navier-Stokes solvers provide the most accurate solutions, but also the most computational
expensive, for example the method used by Sgrensen and Kock [61]. And on the other end of the
spectrum a simple momentum, mass and energy balance can be used. Rankine [49] and Froude [16]
were the first to come up with this approach. This momentum balance results in the following relation
between power generation, rotor thrust and the flow:

P
Cp = ———= = 4a(1l — a)? (2.1)
%‘DAVOZ)
C r 4a(l—a) (2.2)
== —a .
’ %pAVo% “
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Where A is the rotor area, and a is the induction factor and defined as the velocity deficit at the rotor:

i
a—l—a (23)

2.1.2. Blade Element-Momentum Method

The most commonly used engineering method to calculate rotor aerodynamcis is Blade Element-Momentum
method (BEM). It uses the actuator disc with the momentum exchange as discussed previously, and cou-
ples it to local lift, drag and angle of attack at blade elements at varying radii. The blade element theory
can be attributed to Drzewiecky [13] and it was Glauert who combined Momentum and Blade Element
theory [17]. Although the name implies a disc, in BEM the disc is split in independent rings, and the
equations are solved in each annular ring, see figure 2.1. As a result, the forces are not necessarily
constant along the radius. This then gives all the necessary information to calculate the blade forces
and power extraction at each ring:

a  o,(ccos¢+cysing)
1-a 4sin’ ¢

(2.4)

In which g, is the local rotor solidity, and ¢ is the angle between the wind velocity at the rotor, and the
relative velocity seen by a blade angle, see figure 2.2.

L U_(1-a)

Fi 2.2: Velocity triangle at blade el t, f 10].
Figure 2.1: Annular ring of a wind turbine rotor, from [10] gure elocity triangle at blade element, from [10]

The following assumptions apply to BEM, some of which follow from momentum theory, and some
can be mended by additional equations or models, as discussed by Schepers [52].

Incompressible (inviscid) flow Generally compressibility effects are not an issue, as tip speeds stay
below M < 0.3. Viscous effects are taken into account in the airfoil drag coefficient properties. The
way the lift and drag polars are used determine the extent of which viscous (and even compress-
ibility) effects are included.

No wake rotation This assumption is actually easily removed by adding a rotational momentum bal-
ance. In this balance an additional induction factor is introduced, linked to rotor torque. Forces
and induction in azimuthal direction are thus introduced. See azimuthal induction a’ in figure 2.2.

Uniform forces in azimuthal direction The actuator disc, or the annular rings, assume a constant
force distribution in a ring. For a real rotor the number of blades or rotational speed is limited,
and therefore this assumption does not hold. This is usually fixed by adding a tip-loss factor,
which describes the relation between average induction in a ring and local induction at the blade.

The flow does not reverse From the momentum equations it follows that the velocity in the wake be-
comes zero if the induction a > 0.5. This assumption results in BEM breaking down if the induction
factor is greater than a =~ 0.4. However, in reality a turbine will be able to have higher induction
factors through the turbulent wake state. For highly loaded rotors an empirical correction was
developed by Glauert [17].
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Independent annular rings BEM assumes that each annular ring is independent. This does not hold
if there is a large flow in radial direction: from one ring to another. This is especially the case at
the blade root, in yawed flow, and in unsteady flow.

Steady flow The momentum equations assume that a change in flow or forces is instantaneous: the
forces and wake adjust immediately to any change. This is not true, as there is both a lag in airfoil
forces (unsteady airfoil aerodynamics) and a lag of the effect of the wake on the rotor (dynamic
inflow). Therefore BEM only holds true in steady flow. The following sections will go into further
detail of this assumption, its results and the methods that fix this.

2.1.3. Sources of Unsteady Loading

As mentioned before, BEM is only valid in steady flow. However, wind turbines operate in the boundary
layer of the Earth, and therefore often in unstable turbulent flow. To summarise, the following inherent
dynamics that result in unsteady conditions are present:

Turbulence In the boundary layer of the Earth (<100m), the wind is more turbulent than in higher layers
[50]. Additionally, geographic features can increase or decrease turbulent levels. Onshore the
turbulence is generally higher than offshore. Either way, a wind turbine always operates in turbulent
conditions, and wind is therefore never steady. An extreme form of turbulence is a gust. Bierbooms
[6] provides a description of gusts, and IEC standards [26] include requirements for the extreme
loads due to gusts.

Turbine wake In addition to atmospheric turbulence, a turbine operating in the wake of another wind
turbine will experience higher turbulence levels.

Wind shear Another effect of the boundary layer is the shearing of the wind: the wind velocity increases
with height. A rotating blade will therefore experience different wind velocities during a cycle. This
results in cyclic unsteady loading.

Tower shadow Wind shear is not the only phenomenon that results in cyclic loading. The wind is
impaired by the tower, and a blade will therefore see a lower wind speed when it crosses the
tower. Hence an unsteady cyclic loading of the blades.

Turbine operations Finally, the turbine itself can be the source of unsteady conditions. Obviously when
it starts and stops, but also during operations when it changes the pitch angle of the blades. This
could even develop further as smart rotor solutions are investigated (Berg et al. [5].), which con-
tinuously change loading of the blade during turbine operations.

These sources of unsteady loading are also shown in the diagram of figure 2.3.

Flowfield Structure

Mostly Periodic Mostly Aperiodic
Wind Inflow Yaw Tower wind Wake Blade/
speed shadow turbulence dynamics wake

interactions

Figure 2.3: Break down of different sources of unsteadiness, from [31].

As a result of the unsteady loading, blade loads and the wake will never be steady. But an impor-
tant distinction must be made between two different aerodynamic effects that result from the unsteady
loading. These two effects are airfoil dynamics, which will be discussed in section 2.1.4, and dynamic
inflow, section 2.1.5. Hammam [18] treats both effects separately and derived analytical formulations
for either effect.
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2.1.4. Airfoil Dynamics

First of all, there is a time lag due to airfoil aerodynamics. As will be seen in the next section, the time
lag due to airfoil dynamics can be distinguished from other effects because of the scale. This time lag
is on the scale of the airfoil chord c/V, ;s because the source is on the airfoil level. Two different cases
must be extinguished: attached conditions and stall conditions, as both result in unsteady effects on the
airfoil scale.

Unsteady effects in attached conditions are caused by the air around the airfoil being accelerated to
new conditions. It is often modelled through Theodorsen’s model [68]. This is an inviscid model, and
this is also what differentiates it from dynamic stall.

In the case of stall, stall delay and flow reattachment radically change the airfoil dynamics. This was
shown in experiments performed by Huyer et al. [25]. Lift forces were found to be higher than in the
steady case. Furthermore, as stated by Leishman [31], large discrepancies have been found between
models when stall is involved. Therefore current models are ill equipped to deal with stall behaviour. In
the absence of stall, BEM models fare a lot better though. Bjorck [7] gave a good overview of dynamic
stall models in the EU-Joule project on Dynamic Stall and Three Dimensional Effects. The time delay in c;
corresponding to dynamic stall is often modelled through the following ordinary second order differential
equation:

dc a d?a

d
l = — —
dt + f(a)cl - g(cl' a, dt ) dt2 ) (25)

Luckily, modern pitch regulated wind turbines usually stay away from stall conditions. So only at-
tached unsteady conditions are usually relevant. Next to this, this work will focus on dynamic inflow
effects, and will leave unsteady airfoil dynamics largely alone. This is justified because the time scale
in the airfoil unsteady dynamics is different from the dynamic inflow [52].

T

2.1.5. Dynamic Inflow

The second effect that governs the response lag is called dynamic inflow. Where the time scale of airfoil
dynamics is c/V, s, the dynamic inflow effect has a time scale of D/, [59]. This is because the scale of
the effect increases with increasing mass of air that needs to be changed: and thus with diameter D of
the rotor. And because the time scales of the two effects is different, they can be considered independent
[52].

One way to describe it is through the mass of air flowing through the rotor. Because it takes some
time before the around the rotor accelerates or decelerates, it takes some time before the flow adjusts
to a new equilibrium. And because the ’old’ wake behind the turbine has an effect on the rotor, it takes
time before the flow and forces reach a new steady state: as a result the induced velocity at the rotor
will lag behind. BEM is often modified to include this inertia term (specific applications will be shown in
section 2.2). The inertia term depends on the mass of air that is effected by each blade element.

A different way of looking at the time lag is by using vorticity. Any change in loads on the blades
requires a new bound circulation. From Helmholtz’s theorem it follows that a change in bound circulation
results in the shedding of vorticity in the wake. This can be seen in figure 2.4, where two different wake
states are pictured with different vorticity strength. The old vorticity still has an effect on the induced
velocity upwind of the rotor, and it therefore takes time before this old vorticity is convected downstream
and no longer has an effect. [59], [60].

As discussed by Leishman [31], the mass explanation and the vortex explanation are different. The
mass surrounding a disc only imply inertia and a static force. The analogy of a wind turbine as a static
disc with a mass flowing through is not a very rigid analogy, and therefore it is not a very satisfactory
explanation. By using vorticity, it is a more circulatory explanation: with old vorticity delaying the forces
in the disc, and new forces creating new vorticity. There is therefore a strong case for including the
wake in the calculation of the forces. This approach was used by Hammam [18], who derived analytical
solutions for unsteady actuator discs. He states that the apparent mass (inertia) and vorticity (circulatory)
explanation are different, and that both require separate formulations. By doing this, each effect can be
evaluated and modelled separately. In the case of dynamic wind speed the circulatory explanation is
even mandatory, as the convection speed of the wake will be different, and this has an effect on the
transient forces in the rotor.

Dynamic inflow has an important effect on blade loads and torque, especially for pitch regulated
turbines, as was shown by Snel and Schepers; taking the effects into account is therefore imperative
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Figure 2.4: Wake with old and new vorticity. From [52].

[58]. However, they also concluded that the effect of dynamic inflow on fatigue loads may be limited, in
[59]. The time scale is larger for wind turbines as for helicopters as was shown by Leishman [31]. Where
it takes three revolutions to reach steady state for a helicopter, this may take up to 8 revolutions for a wind
turbine. The Joule project in 1995 [54] found that the dynamic inflow effect increases with increasing
rotor diameters and pitching speed. Since rotor diameters are ever increasing, dynamic inflow is still
relevant.

Not only does the scale of the dynamic inflow effect increase, aeroelastic calculations become more
important with increasing blade sizes. And properly calculating aeroelastic effects requires a good un-
derstanding of unsteady aerodynamics. Hence there is a clear need for good unsteady models. Which
was also corroborated by van Engelen and van der Hooft [71] and Odgaaard et al. [40], who showed
that incorporating dynamic inflow in the turbine controller is imperative in reducing fatigue loads. Hansen
and Madsen [21] give an overview of aeroelastic models and their respective aerodynamic components.

2.2. Engineering Models

To solve the problem of unsteady flow, an actuator disc model can be coupled to a fluid dynamics solver.
This is computationally expensive, and in practice there will always be a need for a model such as BEM.
As the appeal of BEM is its simplicity [31]. Several engineering models that can be applied to BEM
have been developed. Snel and Schepers [58] provide a good overview of engineering models. In the
following three sections three engineering models will be discussed. After this they will be compared,
and this section finishes with a slightly different engineering approach by Hammam [18].

2.2.1. @ye
Developed by Qye, [42], this model describes the induced velocity response over time by two first-order
linear differential equations. It defines the quasi-steady state velocity V,; as the velocity from momentum

theory. And dggs as the steady state response to a change, which is immediate in the case of momentum

theory. This is then inserted into the following two equations:

dv; dv,

Vine + 11— = Vos + KT1— (2.6)
dv

V+ TZE = Vint (27)

With the quasi-steady state input from BEM, this then results into the actual induced velocity response
V. k, 7, and 7, were found using Vortex Ring models with a prescribed wake [42].
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The accuracy of @dye’s model depends on the values found for the time constants. The original time
constants were found with a prescribed wake vortex method and through correlations with experimental
data. But the question rises whether such a prescribed wake model is capable of capturing the transient
wake response, and whether the experiments can be generalised towards all turbines.

2.2.2. Pitt-Peters

Helicopter research precedes wind turbine research, and it should come to no surprise that in the case
of dynamic inflow lessons can be learned from helicopters. Helicopters need to account for dynamic
inflow even more than wind turbines, as a helicopter and rotor inflow is very dynamic. However, a
helicopter disc is subject to different operating conditions than a wind turbine (different range of loading
and induction).

Carpenter and Fridovich [11] did experimental research into unsteady loading. They developed the
notion that the transient behaviour observed in unsteady conditions is due to the mass of air that requires
time to settle to a new equilibrium. Pitt and Peters [46] developed the following system of linear equations
to account for this mass time dependence:

Vo Vo Cr
@O Ve |+| % | =@ Cuy (2.11)
Ve Ve Cumt

With t being the time constant matrix, which is a result of the mass matrix and the static coupling. The
Pitt-Peters model has been validated extensively for helicopters, and is convenient because it produces
consistent results both in hover as in forward flight (axisymmetric and yawed flow).

In the axisymmetric case and translated to wind turbines it can be applied to BEM through, (see Snel
et al. [60]):

8 dV k
Tie = o PAKT—1~ + 2P AV (Vo +Vixe) (2.12)

For every annular ring in k with area 4, and at every time step i. T is the thrust in the annular ring, and
V; x is the induced velocity at time step i in annular ring k. The model by Pitt and Peters is used in most
commercial software for BEM, such as GH Bladed. It must be noted that the notation of equation 2.12 is
slightly different from the original equations by Pitt-Peters. They used the non-dimensional u; = V;/Qr,
and in the implementation into BEM the non-dimensional induction factor a is often used. Which is
fine when rotational speed and wind velocity are constant. However in the case of dynamic wind the
non-dimensional form V; must be adopted.

Suzuki and Hansen [66] expanded on the model by Pitt-Peters by adding more higher order terms,
which they called the generalized dynamic wake model. In comparison with experiments they found that
the transient response was too quick, which could be explained by the helicopter basis of the model by
Pitt-Peters, since helicopters operate in a different loading state. This can also be seen in the comparison
by Qiu et al. [48]. Itis likely that the response of the generalized dynamic wake model is comparable to
the Pitt-Peters model.

As mentioned before, there is a distinction between the mass of air explanation and circulatory vortex
explanation. The model by Pitt-Peters only considers the apparent mass, and does not take the wake
into account. Furthermore, Hammam [18] notes that the basis of the Pitt-Peters model can be considered
physically similar to the acceleration potential method. The acceleration potential method was developed
for helicopter applications by Van Holten [72] and adapted to wind turbines by [70].
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2.2.3. ECN Dynamic Inflow model

Snel and Schepers [60] also outline an additional dynamic inflow model, based on integral relations of
a stream tube model (see [20] or [52] for an overview of a stream tube model). The basis of this stream
tube follows from potential flow theory applied to a vortex tube, which results in the following equation
for induced velocity in axial direction at the disc:

1 (@[ R—
Vi(0,r) = — f f 1(2) (R —rcos¢,) —Rd¢,dz (2.13)
4t Jo Jo (22 +R%2+7r%2—2rRcos¢,)

Which can be rewritten into a time dependent form, see [60]:

8V _ 1 ("|R-rcosg)R [CW 3, f‘“’ € (DVE (@) (t — o) Vde 014
5t_4n0 pP3 2 2 . 2 2 L\25 (2.14)
(1 —1? vz + P2)
This can be reduced to a relatively simple form, by integrating the d¢, integral around r = 0:
d 2
4R fy = (V) + 4%, (% — V) = 0Viypcp (2.15)

With P2 = R? + r2 + 2rR cos ¢,. Equation 2.15 is a differential equation for the induced velocity V; at
each annulus in BEM. In the case of a constant incoming wind V,, (and unsteady thrust) this equation
can be rewritten to:

R da
Vofaa +4a(1—a)=C; (2.16)

In this equation the time constant 7 is the V%fa portion. Finally, the dependency on r/R, which was lost
in equation 2.15, is reintroduced through f, as:

[1— (r/R) cos ¢,]
[1 + (r/R)2 —2(r/R) cos ¢r]3/

2m
fo= 27r/f0 > do, (2.17)

A similar equation was derived to be applied to the angular momentum balance of BEM:
dowr
4thT +4a' (1—a)V,Qr =Cp, (2.18)

With C,,, being the moment coefficient. f; is similarly to equation 2.17 a function of r/R and derived from
vorticity equations.

2.2.4. Differences Between Engineering Models

All three models share a similarity in the usage of differential equations. But even though the engineering
models share some similarity in their physical background and their application to BEM there are two
physical differences.

First of all, the models have a different approach with regards to the radial dependency. They all
scale the dynamic inflow effect to rotor size obviously, as that is what defines dynamic inflow, but locally
their approaches are slightly different. Pitt-Peters uses an inverse relationship with radius. ECN uses
a radial dependency based on the vortex wake model (equation 2.17, which results in the physical
representation of the tip-vortex dominance (as noted by Snel et al. [60]). Dye only applies the radial
dependency to the second timescale.

Secondly, the model by Qye is the only one that uses two time-scales. One rapid response after
a change, and the second which is the slower settling to the new equilibrium. This behaviour is more
realistic, as it can be observed in both experiments and vortex models [60].

2.3. Dynamic Thrust versus Dynamic Wind Speed

An important note that needs to be made is the distinction between dynamic thrust and dynamic (wind)
velocity. Dynamic Inflow (perhaps despite its name) is often regarded as dynamic thrust: a constant
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wind and a change in thrust at the disc. This corresponds to the case of a blade pitch change. Most
engineering models and experiments use this approach. On the other hand, there is the case of changing
wind velocity (or rotor velocity) and a constant disc thrust or constant pitch. Both dynamic thrust and
dynamic wind will result in thrust coefficient and induced velocity change at the rotor disc. However, an
unsteady inflow velocity will also be felt in the unsteady convection of the wake which influences the
transient response. So it can be expected that dynamic wind results in different dynamic inflow effects,
as stated by Hammam [18].

Schepers [52] comments on the distinction, and points out that a change in velocity does not lead to
a large dynamic inflow effect because the magnitude of the induced velocity does not change as much
(though induction factor does change). A change in wind speed was also included in the experiments
performed in the Joule 1 project [60]. In the Joule 1 project both wind tunnel experiments with a change
in wind speed were done, as well as a comparison on the Tjaereborg turbine between a wind speed
change and pitch change (though no field test data were used in this comparison). This comparison
is shown in figure 2.5a to 2.5f. The models shown in these figures are two models based on vorticity
(ECN,i.w., UBM), an acceleration potential method (DUT, see section 2.4), and three engineering models
(ECN,d.e, GH, TUDK). GH is based on Pitt-Peters and TUDK is based on Qye, see section 2.2 for a
description of these engineering methods.

Three conclusions could be drawn from these figures:

1. The engineering models do not differ in their responses to induced velocity when comparing wind
speed change to pitch change. The ECN,d.e., GH and DUTk all have roughly the same response
in figure 2.5a as in figure 2.5b.

2. The vortex models and acceleration potential method (ECN,i.w., DUT, UBM) do differ in their re-
sponses to induced velocity when comparing wind speed change to pitch change. This is clearly
seen when looking at the response of the DUT model in figure 2.5a and figure 2.5b. A pitch change
sees a time delay in induced velocity, while a wind speed change does not see a time-delay. How-
ever, the ECN,i.w. has a rather strange response: it does not only predict a time lag in induction,
but even a negative response.

3. The responses to the flat-moment and rotorshaft torque are consistent with the induced velocity
response for the more sophisticated models: no dynamic inflow effects can be seen both in the
induced velocity as the forces. Contrary to this, the engineering models are a bit inconsistent in
that regard. While they predict a time delay for the induced velocity, this time delay does not result
in a delayed response to flat-moment or rotorshaft torque. However, this is suddenly consistent
with the results from the more sophisticated methods.

To conclude, the vortex methods and acceleration potential methods do not predict a dynamic inflow
effect of unsteady wind speed. This is best seen in figure 2.5a, as dynamic inflow is best defined as a
time-delay in induced velocity. Their actual response to wind speed change on induced velocity is not
very clear though, as especially the wake model by ECN has quite an interesting response. In addition
to this, the engineering models are inconsistent in their responses when comparing induced velocity to
forces. This can only be explained in the same way as Schepers does in [52]: although the absolute
induced velocity changes, the induction factor does not. But even then, the time delay in figure 2.5a
suggests a gradual change in induction factor.

In the Joule 1 wind tunnel experiment the change in velocity was relatively slow as compared to
usual dynamic inflow change rates. Therefore it is difficult to draw conclusions from that experiment.
Nonetheless, from those experiments it could be concluded that although models vary a lot in the calcu-
lated absolute values of induced velocity, the overall characteristics of power and axial force are pretty
spot on compared to each other and to the experimental results.

Hammam [18] recently investigated the dynamic wind case, and used the wind tunnel experiments
of Joule 1 as validation for his analytical solutions. He developed an unsteady model which separates
the three different effects that are relevant in the dynamic wind case: apparent mass (inertia), wake
convection (circulatory) and unsteady airfoil dynamics. By comparing these effects to the Joule 1 wind
tunnel experiment he found that the vortex formulation including the circulatory effect predicts the dy-
namic inflow effects well, as shown in figure 2.6a. The differences that were observed could be attributed
to assumptions on the lift and drag polars, see figure 2.6b. Although the models in figure 2.6b do not
use circulatory terms, improving airfoil data gives a much better fit. Hammam concluded that including
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Figure 2.5: Results from the Joule 1 project by Snel et al. [60]. Left figures: change in wind speed V = 10m/s to 13m/s. Right
figures: pitch change 6 = 0° to 2°. All values are non-dimensionalized.
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only the apparent mass formulation (such as most engineering models) will still give good results, with a
simpler calculation. Including unsteady airfoil effects will smooth the responses on a smaller time scale.
The solutions proposed by Hammam appear to be promising and may be used to model the dynamic
wind speed case. As the conditions of the test case of Joule 1 were relatively slow, it remains to be seen
whether a larger dynamic inflow effect can be observed at faster wind speed changes.
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ent mass only) versus Joule 1 Measurements [60], (b) Ricatti (with linear lift assumption) and full un-
figure from [18]. steady BEM (with detailed airfoil data) versus Joule

1 Measurements [60], figure from [18].

It must be concluded that the effects of dynamic wind speed in the framework of dynamic inflow have
not been researched often. While it appears from the Joule 1 project that the effects of dynamic wind
speed on dynamic inflow can be neglected, it is not a very convincing conclusion. And even if that can
be concluded, the engineering models are inconsistent in their responses. Therefore the main goal of
this research will be to look into dynamic wind speed, and the effects it has on dynamic inflow.

2.3.1. Apparent Mass Force versus Circulatory Force

The first and perhaps simplest way to describe dynamic inflow effects is through the inertia of air. Be-
cause the air around a rotor has mass, it is inert to changes and therefore a transient response is
expected. There is a certain time delay before the air is accelerated to a new equilibrium. Dynamic in-
flow effects are almost always modelled as a steady solution plus a differential part, with the differential
part including a time constant:

d
C, = 4a(l - a) + Tld—‘; (2.19)

And often this time constant is defined as a function of the mass of air. However, various definitions
can be given for the time constant, as shown by Snel et al. [60]. The dynamic inflow model by Pitt and
Peters [46] uses apparent mass as a basis, where they found that:

2 8
dm = EpVOlsphere = §IDR3 (220)

Or, the time constant 7, is a function of the apparent mass around the rotor dm, which is equal to
2/m = 0.637 the volume of mass of a sphere of equal radius. The time constant is non dimensionalised
such that:

dm

2
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Note that Pitt and Peters are the only ones to actually define it through inertia, or mass of air. Other
definitions use the same form but are not necessarily based on air mass. However, this time constant
times the differential term will be called the apparent mass effect throughout this work.

Other definitions of the apparent mass’ for each blade element are given by Hartin [23]:

dm(r) = 8p (rR) /1 — (r/R)?dr (2.22)
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And by Snel et al. [60]:
8
dm(r) = pz— (R3 - RY) (2:23)

As good as this differential part can be as a model for dynamic inflow effects, it misses an important
element: the wake behind the rotor.

Because in addition to the apparent mass, there is another driver of unsteady effects, which is some-
times called the circulatory part. Itis driven by the wake and can be regarded as the history of the velocity
field. As the rotor sheds new vorticity in the wake, the old vorticity still has an effect on the rotor and
therefore delays the new equilibrium. It is circulatory because the rotor has an effect on the wake, and
the wake has an effect on the rotor. Hence it is fundamentally different from the inertia effect. And while
this circulatory explanation can also be used to explain dynamic inflow effects, Hammam [18] makes a
case of treating the circulatory force and the inertia force differently. The inertia force is a differential
effect; the rate of change of velocity, i.e. mass times acceleration, drives the transient response. Con-
trary to this, the circulatory effect is an integral relation as the sum of the entire wake has an effect on
the rotor. This is shown in the following equation by Hammam [18]:

© du,,,(t' Oujng(t
dF (1,1) = pAUna.00(®) (Up(t) — 0.5Uinge0 () + 0.5p4 f Y@, ﬂ)%@ (z")dt' + dm(r)%()
t
Far Wake Circulatory Vortex Wake Apparant Mass
(2.24)

This equation describes the thrust of annular element at time t as a function of three different terms:

Initial Conditions The firstterm in equation 2.24 describes the far wake. In the case of a steady solution
this term alone equals the axial force, following from momentum theory. u;,4 « is thus defined as
the induced velocity in the far wake.

Circulatory Vortex Wake The second termis the effect due to a change in the cylindrical wake strength.
y' is the strength of the vortex sheet, and U,,,. is the convection speed of the wake. 14 is a function
describing the strength of the effect due to the shape of the wake. 14 can be expressed in terms of
the complete and incomplete elliptic integrals of the first and second kind. This expression results
from the relations derived by Conway [12], who related cylindrical wake vorticity to induced velocity.

Apparent Mass The last term is again the so-called apparent mass effect. This term can also be ex-
pressed in a different way, exemplifying the apparent mass effect through the change in bound
circulation T'y:

ina(t) _ 0T,

at ot
dm is also named apparent mass. However, it can also explicitly be derived as the relation between
bound circulation and induced velocity, again by Conway [12].

dm(r) (2.25)

The third term is therefore analogous to the apparent mass terms in equations 2.19 to 2.23. Ex-
pressing it in the change of bound circulation also neatly distinguishes it from the circulatory part:
the apparent mass is bound to the change at the rotor, while the circulatory is the effect of the
wake.

The dynamic inflow engineering models by dye [42] and ECN [60] already take this circulatory effect
into account as they included a vortex wake model in determining the time constants.

The difference between the circulatory and apparent mass effect is important, as it may present
itself in the comparison of dynamic wind versus dynamic thrust. Contrary to dynamic thrust, an already
accelerated incoming wind speed will not result in an apparent mass force at the rotor. A change in
force at the rotor requires the mass of air to accelerate, but that is not necessary for dynamic wind.
Additionally, in this study dynamic wind will be defined as constant axial thrust, and therefore constant
bound circulation. This constant bound circulation will therefore not resultin a change in induced velocity.

However, the wake will need to adjust, and therefore the circulatory part of a transient response is
still present. This is further corroborated by Hammam, who found that a change in wind speed does
not result in an inertia force. It would thus be interesting to see the results in the light of the differences
between inertia and circulatory effects.
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It must be kept in mind though that use will be made of a vortex ring model, which inherently models
the circulatory effects of the convected wake, and it does not explicitly model the apparent mass term.

2.3.2. Shed Vorticity Strength

Furthermore, from a vorticity strength point a key expected difference could already be noted. Behind
the disc the shed vorticity forms a sheet from the edge of the disc to infinity. The strength of the sheet is
defined by the strength of the bound vorticity and the 'density’ of the shed vorticity, which is defined by
the velocity:

r

== (2.26)

14

In the case of dynamic wind, the bound vorticity strength does not change, while the ’density’ does
change:

Ywina = f(dz) T = constant (2.27)

In the case of dynamic thrust both the bound vorticity strength and the 'density’ change:
Yenrust = f([,dz) T # constant (2.28)

This fundamental difference between dynamic wind and thrust is expected to result in a different transient
response. This is further explained in section 3.2.4, which discusses the exact way a change in wind
speed is incorporated in the used model.

2.4. Acceleration Potential Methods

An approach that is a bit similar to vortex methods is the Acceleration Potential Method, which is also
based on potential theory. It was first developed for helicopter theory by Van Holten [72] and adapted
for usage in wind turbines by Van Bussel [70]. It solves the pressure perturbations as described by the
Laplace equation:

’p 9*p 0%

V2p=— 4 — + —
p 6x2+0y2+622

(2.29)

As derived by Van Bussel, this equation is solved by using asymptotic expansion techniques, giving the
following solution:

p 1 l(zy sin¢

2pw? T x 1pW2c(zp) coshn + cos ¢
1 Uzp)  c(zp)
2m 2pWc(zp) T

sin y

1 [oe]
+ - z A, P} (cos8)Q} (coshv)siny (2.30)

n=1

In this equation I(z,) is the spanwise lift distribution, and c(z;) the chord distribution. The first, second
and third term on the right hand side are written in local elliptical coordinates, circular cylinder coordinates
and prolate spheroidal coordinates respectively. P! and Q1 denote Legendre functions of the first and
second kind. 4,, are coefficients that are solved in an iterative way.

This method gives a fairly quick and elegant solution to potential flow theory as it circumvents the
problem of solving for the vortex wake. Physically it uses roughly the same assumptions as the free
wake vortex method. However it will result in the same solutions as the apparent mass solutions by
Carpenter and Fridovich [11] if the same rotor pressure distribution is used.

An example of the usage for turbulent flow and yawed inflow can be seen in [38]. The acceleration
potential method was also included in the comparison of the Joule1 project. It performed well and gave
good results in the dynamic inflow cases. The drawback of the model is that it is not as flexible as vortex
methods.
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2.5.CFD

The models that contain the highest fidelity are Compuational Fluid Dynamics models. They are a step
up from vortex models in terms of accuracy, because they solve the (incompressible) Navier-Stokes
equations in a more direct manner. Sanderse et al. [51], but also Mikkelsen [37] and Vermeer et al.
[75], give a good overview of the usage of CFD in wind turbine aerodynamics. More recently, Bai and
Wang [2], Kalvig et al. [27], O’Brien et al. [39] and Wang et al. [76] have made overviews of studies
that conduct CFD modelling of wind turbines. Since Vermeer listed the state of the art in 2003, a lot of
numerical and experimental research has been done, and this is summarized in O’'Brien’s overview.

The difficulty with solving the Navier-Stokes equations is turbulence. In turbulent flows the range of
length and time scales depend on the Reynold’s number, and for large Reynold’s numbers this results
in a wide range of different scales that need to be resolved. Solving the NS-equations through CFD
efficiently therefore depends on the way turbulence is modelled. Reynolds-averaged-Navier-Stokes
(RANS) and Large-Eddy-Simulation (LES) are two approaches, which will be treated in the following
sections 2.5.1 and 2.5.2. After this the different ways of modelling the forces of the rotor is discussed in
section 2.5.3.

2.5.1. RANS
Reynolds-averaged-Navier-Stokes (RANS) splits the flow velocity into a mean flow velocity 4 and a
turbulent part u':

u(x, t) =ux) +u'(x,t) (2.31)

Inserting this velocity description into the Navier-Stokes equations and subsequently averaging these
equations results in the RANS equations:
on_ _ 1 _ —
—+@-Vi=—-—=Vp+vV2a—-V- (u'u) (2.32)
at P
The last term in this RANS equation is the Reynolds stress tensor and represents the momentum transfer
due to turbulence. The Reynolds stress tensor can be regarded as turbulent viscosity. By using a
viscosity term v; the Reynolds stress tensor is connected back to mean flow properties:

W) = v (va+ (vo)") (2.33)

Effectively the turbulence has been modelled as a function of mean flow properties. This term is lumped
together with the diffusion term vV2ii. Several turbulence models exist that find a solution for vy, most
notably zero equation (mixing length), one-equation and two-equation models (k — w or k — € models).
The k — w is used in the vicinity of the rotor, while the k — € is often used to model the wake of the turbine.
However, Krogstad et al. [29] concluded that there is no obvious winner in turbulence models (e or w)
when compared to experimental results. Sanderse [51] and Bai and Wang [2] provide an overview of
the turbulence methods used in wind turbine wake computations.

The result of this Reynolds stress simplification is that the computational expense is greatly reduced
and that computation time is not as dependent on the Reynolds number. However, it is physically not a
very sound assumption, as the turbulent viscosity is just not the same as the molecular viscosity. The
link between mean flow properties and turbulent viscosity in equation 2.33 is actually not present, [77].
As a result RANS is not very capable in flows with large strain rates (shear layers), three-dimensional
flows and anisotropic flows [77].

25.2. LES
Large-Eddy-Simulations (LES) solve the problem of the wide range of length and time scales in a different
way. Large eddies are modelled directly, and smaller eddies are solved on a smaller scale grid. The two
scales are therefore separated. These two scales are coupled mathematically but no longer physically.
LES is capable of solving anisotropic flows and turbulent mixing in flows governed by larger eddies.
This makes it an attractive solution for wind turbines and their wakes. However, this comes at the cost
of much larger computational efforts as compared to RANS.
A hybrid solution is often created through RANS and LES, called Detached Eddy Simulation (DES):
RANS is used in attached conditions close to blade surfaces as RANS can have a finer mesh with less
computational effort, and LES is used where the flow is detached and the power of LES is required.
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2.5.3. Blade Models

The final question in CFD modelling is how to model the forces of the rotor in the flow solvers. Four
different approaches are distinguished in literature, see figure 2.7. One of these approaches is meshing
the blade surface and take a direct approach. This is a rather computational expensive approach as it in-
volves solving the boundary layers around blade surfaces. The other three circumvent this complication
by simplifying the blade forces in the rotor (in a very similar manner as BEM or vortex models) to a disc,
a line or surface. Instead of generating forces on the blade through CFD, lift and drag are computed
through airfoil data. Although this approach is less computational expensive than directly modelling the
blade surface, it still relies on momentum equations or airfoil data. And while the CFD part produces
valuable information in the wake, this reliance on airfoil data means that the blade or turbine loads are
just as accurate as BEM [76].
An overview of the different models can be found again in [2], [27], [37], [39], [51], [75], and [76].

AD AL

Figure 2.7: Different representations of the forces in a rotor: actuator disc, actuator line, actuator surface. From Sanderse [51].

AD The simplest approach is, just like BEM and vortex methods, the actuator disc. If the disc is
uniformly loaded the pressure forces are easily linked to the thrust coefficient of the disc. If the forces vary
over radius, they are still easily linked to rotor properties through airfoil sectional lift and drag coefficients.
These airfoil polars will have to take into account 3D effects though. This approach was already used
by Sgrensen and Myken [62], Serensen and Kock [61] and Sarensen et al. [64]. Furthermore, Madsen
used this approach to validate BEM [33]. A comparison between AD models and experiments can be
found in the blind test results of Krogstad et al. [30]. The effect of wake rotation was studied by Porté-
Agel et al. [47] with an actuator disc approach. Finally, actuator disc models are commonly used in wind
farm modelling as it is often enough to model a rotor as a disc, see for example the wind farm simulations
done by Meyers and Meneveau [36]. Although AD models are often too coarse to generate meaningful
information in the near wake apart from general rotor data (C,, C;), they are computationally efficient for
usage in the far wake [27].

AL An actuator line is an extension to the non-uniform actuator disc, first described by Sgrensen and
Shen [63]. Instead of the representation of the forces on a disc, they are projected on a line. The forces
in the disc are now a function of time (and are therefore rotating). Again 3-dimensional corrections to
2D airfoil data are required. The advantage over the disc approach is that an actuator line gives more
information along the radius and is better to predict the near wake. The study by Sgrensen and Shen
also showed that an actuator line model is capable of modelling tip and root vortices. Troldborg et al.
[69] used the actuator line approach to study the wake and concluded that wake properties could be
predicted successfully. This was also found by Martinez-Tossas et al. [34], who also compared the AD
and AL approaches. AL fares better in the near wake, but in the far wake the velocity profiles were found
to be similar.

A rotating line of forces requires some tweaking to implement it into the mesh in which the flow is
solved. The discretisation of forces on the line requires a Gaussian parameter for stability [27], and this
parameter unfortunately has an influence on the accuracy of the results. And, just like BEM and vortex
models, the accuracy of the actuator line approach depends again on the airfoil data used. This was
also concluded by Shen et al., who used the Mexico project to validate the AL model of Sgrensen and
Shen [63]. In this validation they found that 3D-corrected airfoil data were better than 2D polars. But
overall the general consensus is that the actuator line approach provides better results than the actuator
disc approach, and that it is a good middle ground for usage in CFD.
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AS Instead of airfoil polars, the forces on the surface could also be described by the pressure and skin
friction distribution. This requires even more detailed information on airfoils. Often tools such as XFOIL
provide accurate enough information to insert this into the flow field. The AS method has some improved
accuracy in 3D effects such as the tip, and also close to the blade surface the accuracy is improved as
compared to the actuator line method [51].

Direct modelling Finally, the most accurate method to calculate the loads on the blade is simply
directly modelling it through CFD by creating a surface mesh. This obviously greatly complicates the
computations, but it is the most accurate method. That is, if the separation and re-attachment of the flow
around the airfoil is predicted correctly. Kalvig et al. [27] state that predicting this incorrectly will result
in large deviations. The selection of the turbulence model is therefore of great importance.

Bechmann et al. [4] created a fully meshed 3D rotor in a RANS solver and compared it to the
experiments of the Mexico project [53]. They found very good agreement between the CFD results and
experiments. Differences that were found could again be contributed to turbulence differences between
the simulations and experiments.

2.6. Experiments
Experimental research into rotor aerodynamics is as old as helicopter research. But while some heli-
copter research is useful, a wind turbine operates in vastly different operating conditions. So extrapolat-
ing quantitative data from helicopter research is usually not possible. Nevertheless, since the 70’s there
have been quite a lot of studies. While the research in the early years mostly focused on overall wind
turbine properties such as Cp, later research uses better measurement techniques, and is capable of
capturing more details of the flow such as tip vorticity. Vermeer et al. [75] give a great overview of all
experiments and computational methods in wind energy from the 70’s up till 2003. A list of experiments
from 2003 onwards can be found in the review by O’Brien et al. [39], and to a lesser extent in the review
by Bai and Wang [2].

Five experiments or projects require a little more attention though, because of the scale of the ex-
periments and the work done:

Joule 1 and Joule 2 Joule 1 [60] and Joule 2 [54] were collaborations between several research
institutes in Europe. The goal was to investigate dynamic inflow and yawed flow. Using both field tests
of the 2MW Tjaereborg turbine as wind tunnel tests in the OJF at TU Delft current engineering models,
as well as vortex models, could be validated and benchmarked. The conclusions were that dynamic
inflow and vortex models are in good agreement.

NREL Benchmark NREL invited a wide range of research institutes to test their models against a large
scale wind tunnel experiment [57]. The results showed large differences between different models. It
also showed that BEM had several deficiencies, which were mostly attributed to uncertainties in airfoil
polars.

IEA Annex XVIII Project In the IEA Annex XVIII by Schepers et al. [55] a large collaboration was
set up again. Seven organisations and institutions collaborated in the gathering of detailed full scale
field test data. The aim was to measure local aerodynamic parameters at several blade locations. This
detailed data across the span of the blade was stored in a database and can be used as validation tool.

MEXICO Project The MEXICO project [53] is just like the Joule projects a European collaboration. A
large set of data has been collected at the rotor location and in the wake using PIV. Pressure data at
the blade surface has also been collected. The data collected in this project has been used and will be
used in a large number of studies validating CFD models.

Blind Test Norwitech and Norcowe, Bergen Just like the NREL benchmark project, a blind test was
organized to compare different models against wind tunnel tests. These models varied from BEM to
CFD. The first Blind Test 1 [29] was a single model wind turbine of which performance and wake data
was collected. The later two tests Blind Test 2 [45] and Blind Test 3 [30] investigated a turbine in the
wake of another. Wake data was again collected.
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2.7. Comparisons of BEM/CFD/Vortex Models

General Performance of BEM In general, there is still quite some uncertainty between models. This
was shown by the experiments in the NASA-AMES windtunnel by Fingersh et al. [15] and Simms et
al. [57]. According to Leishman [31], some of these discrepancies between models can be attributed
to input parameters, most notably airfoil polars. This was also found by Tangler [67], who considered it
the main source of errors in BEM. From the experiments and the benchmark performed by Krogstad et
al. [29] it even followed that the spread between different CFD results was surprisingly large, and that
it may even be concluded that CFD does not necessarily produce better results than BEM. This was
especially true for off-design conditions. Predicting the blade forces is also for CFD the critical issue.

AD vs Bladed Models The actuator disc assumption may also seem like a drastic assumption. How-
ever, experiments show that it is actually a pretty reasonable assumption. Madsen [33] compared BEM
with AD simulations in CFD, and concluded that BEM gives good results, at least if a tip correction is
applied. Schepers [52] suggested that AD models could only be used after 5 diameters behind the disc.
But Lignarolo et al. [32] compared an AD and a bladed model in a wind tunnel, and found that the wakes
are very much comparable. Turbulence and mixing in the wake are intrinsically different though, and
this needs to be accounted for in AD models. If the turbulence is properly included, AD models can be
used even in the near wake. Medici and Alfredsson [35] also compared an AD and a bladed model in a
wind tunnel, and found that above a certain tip speed ratio a bladed model can be regarded as a disc.
Aubrun et al. [1] found that after 3 diameters both wakes are very comparable, and that an AD model
performed better than expected in a wind tunnel.

Dynamic Inflow Models More specifically in the case of dynamic inflow models, Snel and Schepers
[58] have tested the dynamic inflow models of Qye, Pitt Peters and ECN against experiments [60]. They
found good agreement between the engineering models itself, and only time constants may require
adjustment to get good results [58]. VTM and engineering models are also generally in good agreement
[9]. Which makes sense, as the model by @ye and Pitt-Peters rely on tuned constants from VTM. A
special note must be made about the Pitt-Peters model, as it repeatedly shows the smallest response
time, which may be caused by its derivation from helicopter dynamics [66], [48].

On the other hand, it was noted by Yu et al. [81] that CFD and experiments show a slower decay rate
than the engineering models. This also becomes clear when vortex tube models (VTM) are compared
to CFD or experiments. VTM and engineering models both show the same faster decay than CFD or
experiments. This is corroborated by the findings by Hong [24], who concluded that turbulence intensity
is a dominant driver behind decay rates. This implies that turbulence intensity should be included in
engineering models.

Interestingly, a faster decay rate may perhaps be more representative of reality. A bladed turbine
with varying radial load may have additional shedding of vorticity, resulting in a faster 'recovery’ [24].

Another interesting effect that was shown by Hong, was that CFD, FWVR and experiments show a
non-symmetric response for an increase or decrease, whereas engineering models predict the same
response for either an increase or decrease in loading. The asymmetry can be explained by different
convection speeds for an increase or decrease, and therefore a different delay as wake vorticity is
transported downstream. This asymmetry was also discussed by Sgrensen and Madsen [65]. They
remark that the time constants used in the engineering models are usually non-dimensionalised using
the free-stream velocity. However, this approach neglects the influence of rotor loading on the induction
in the wake. Therefore they propose to scale the time constant with the velocity in the wake instead of
the free-stream velocity. Their findings were compared to a vortex model, CFD and the NASA-AMES
experiments, which supported their findings. This importance of unsteady loading was also discussed
by Hammam [18] and Hartin [23], who state that the time lag in dynamic inflow is sensitive to the loading.
There is therefore a strong case for using the loading or induction in the wake instead of the free stream
velocity.

The need for better dynamic inflow models was further stressed by Yu et al. [83]. In this study
engineering models were compared against vortex models and it was concluded that an improvement
on the engineering models is required because the models do not handle radial variations well. This
was not yet found in 1995 by Schepers et al. [54], who found that in the case of partial pitch the radial
independence assumption is valid. From this study it was also found that the dynamic inflow effects of
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gusts is quite limited.
In conclusion, the current engineering models have a few flaws, and therefore Yu created a new
model. The thesis will validate this new dynamic inflow model.

2.8. Review Summary

Dynamic inflow is a result of unsteady effects: it is the time delay for a new equilibrium to settle around a
rotor. The results of dynamic inflow can be observed at the rotor disc [43], [54], [60], [83] but also in the
wake [24], [28]. Itis also in the wake where the cause of the time delay can be found [52]. Blade Element
Momentum theory does not account for this time delay though. Because it is important to understand
and model unsteady effects, dynamic Inflow has been researched extensively. As a result different
engineering models that deal with the effect have been developed [43], [46], [58]. Vortex methods
such as Vortex Tube Methods and Free Wake Vortex Ring methods are also very capable of predicting
dynamic inflow effects [9], [83].

However, it has become apparent that current engineering models are not as capable as once
thought. The Joule projects in 1995 [60], [54] concluded that engineering models are in good agreement,
but Hong [24] and Yu et al. [83] have shown recently that current engineering models do have flaws.
This is mainly because the models of Pitt-Peters and @ye use a vortex tube model to tweak the transient
response, and it can be concluded that the VTM is not very capable of predicting the wake response as
was noted by Yu et al. [81]. The quick response by the model of Pitt-Peters may be explained by its
basis in helicopter applications [66], which is an inherently different loading regime.

In addition to this, almost all research has focused on the dynamic loading case in dynamic inflow.
The case of dynamic wind has been neglected in general, with the exception of the Joule project [60].
Schepers [52] states that dynamic wind is not very relevant, and this was shown in [60]. However,
the question remains whether these experiments could actually capture dynamic inflow effects. It has
not been shown with absolute certainty that dynamic wind does not produce the same dynamic inflow
effects as dynamic loading. This was shown by Hammam [18], who showed the presence of dynamic
inflow effects on rotor loading which was not fully captured by current engineering models. The model by
Hammam may prove valuable in investigating the dynamic wind effect, to see to which extent dynamic
wind differs from dynamic loading.

2.9. Conclusions

In this literature review the modelling of unsteady loads and unsteady wind has been investigated. Mod-
elling the unsteady effects correctly is important to calculate fatigue loads and aeroelastic effects well.
The transient response in the flow around the rotor to unsteady loads or wind is called dynamic inflow.
Dynamic inflow is caused by the wake and the time it takes for a mass of air to settle to a new equilibrium.

In rotor aerodynamics, modelling the loads and the flow is commonly done in Blade-Element-Momentum
method (BEM). However, BEM is only able to capture unsteady conditions with the use of engineering
models. The applicability of these engineering models was the main subject of the review. Vortex meth-
ods, CFD and experiments are capable of providing more accurate solutions or data to evaluate the
engineering models. Therefore these more sophisticated methods have also been reviewed, together
with their limitations and advantages.

It was found that although BEM performs well in general, the engineering models have a few areas
where they could be improved. When comparing the models with more sophisticated methods, it was
found that the response to change was often too quick. Furthermore, the engineering methods do not
capture non-uniform loads in radial direction well. It was also found that research into the dynamic
wind case is scarce, although Hammam [18] recently developed an analytical solution to be applied
to dynamic wind. This approach seems promising and could be used in the further investigation into
dynamic wind: an investigation to rule out any differences between dynamic wind and dynamic loading,
and to see whether the conclusion by Snel et al. [60] that dynamic wind does not produce dynamic
inflow effects is correct.

In general the trend in rotor aerodynamics is towards more sophisticated methods such as vortex
models and CFD. Both methods have seen more and more applications in wind energy as computing
power improves. And in the case of unsteady conditions, vortex methods and CFD were found to be more
than adequate to capture the unsteady responses. In the case of vortex methods, the more elaborate
free wake method is required though. Vortex tube models with a prescribed wake are not capable of
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modelling the transient response due to unsteadiness in the wake. Unfortunately, most engineering
models currently rely on the results from prescribed wake vortex tube models.

To correctly model the rotor aerodynamics in CFD, the choice of turbulence model is of utmost im-
portance otherwise the improved accuracy of CFD is quickly lost. Because CFD requires more compu-
tational effort than vortex methods, a free wake vortex simulation is probably the best way to model the
unsteady response. This simulation could then be used to further verify and improve the engineering
models. Experimental research could aid in this aspect, as a lot of data on wind turbines has been
gathered.

To conclude, engineering models require improvements or further investigation in two aspects: first
of all in the dynamic wind case, and secondly to remedy the identified flaws in the dynamic loading
case. These improvements could very well be found with the use of vortex methods and the available
experimental data.
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Vortex Model and Test Cases

The previous chapter discussed a lot of different methods, but one method was reserved for this chap-
ter: the free wake vortex ring model. It is the main model used to investigate the effects of dynamic
wind and is therefore discussed separately. The assumptions behind using this model in this research
are discussed in the following section 3.1. The model itself, the equations, are shown in section 3.2.
Afterwards the test cases that have been investigated in this thesis are shown in section 3.3. Finally the
verification and comparison against other FWVR results is shown in section 3.4.

3.1. Assumptions

It can be tempting to look at dynamic inflow effects at the blade level. Load changes and changing inflow
velocities may seem like a very local effect. In the case of dynamic inflow this is not necessarily true
(though Yu et al. [83] showed that there is some radial dependence). But because dynamic inflow is per
definition an effect on the scale of the rotor diameter, the rotor will be represented as a uniformly loaded
disc in this investigation.

In addition to this, it is assumed that unsteady thrust and unsteady wind can be regarded independent.
This is not so much a problem in the case of dynamic thrust, as the forces on the rotor can easily be
changed with constant incoming velocity, by pitching the blade. In the case of unsteady wind this is
slightly more difficult, as unsteady wind should result in a change of rotor forces. Here it is assumed that
the forces on the rotor (F,,) remain constant in the dynamic wind case. Thus the difference between
dynamic thrust and dynamic wind lies in the way the thrust coefficient C; changes, as a function of F,,,
or as a function of U,.

Finally, by representing the rotor as a disc two other effects or inputs are neglected. The first one
is unsteady airfoil dynamics, which is not the effect we are interested in and on a different time scale.
The second input that is neglected is the rotor controller. In a realistic scenario the rotor controller may
be able to negate some of the dynamic wind effects by controlling the rotor speed or pitch angle. If the
rotor controller is able to react fast enough, it may be the case that from a rotor perspective not much
changes. Fundamentally, it is still important to investigate the difference between unsteady wind and
unsteady thrust though.

3.1.1. Induction Factor

One of the things that must be kept in mind when comparing dynamic wind to dynamic thrust, is that
the induction factor is not a very convenient measure. As the induction factor itself is a function of the
incoming flow, it does not compare well with the instantaneous induction factor in the dynamic thrust
case. On the other hand, because thrust coefficients will be kept the same in both cases, and because
the thrust coefficient can be defined in terms of induction factor, any difference in induction factor between
the two effects could tell something about the underlying differences. Nevertheless, using the induction
factor is a bit artificial in the case of unsteady wind conditions.
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3.1.2. Governing Parameters
The main governing parameters are obviously the thrust coefficient C; and the incoming wind velocity
U,. Together these define the system around the actuator disc. Hence it can be expected that AC, and
AU, play a large role. Dynamic inflow is an effect on the scale of D/U,, therefore the diameter and
velocity are also important on the time scales. Hence the time scale used here is non-dimensionalised
as: T = tU,/R. The same counts for the frequency: k = wR /U, and the slope of change &t* = §tU,/D.
In the latter case D is chosen instead of R to easily conform with experimental data of V. Hong [24].

As mentioned before, in the actuator disc assumption a couple of important parameters are ne-
glected, such as the tip speed ratio A, rotor solidity ¢ and dC;/da.

3.2. Free Wake Vortex Ring Model

In this work the focus lies on an actuator disc without distinct lifting bodies. And if no wake rotation is
also assumed, then all vorticity is concentrated in rings that are continually being shed by the actuator
disc, and thus form a sheet behind the disc. This is the simplest description available, and already posed
by Joukowsky, see Okulov et al. [41]. Yoon and Heister [78] have derived analytical solutions for an
infinitely thin vortex ring.

Because investigating dynamic inflow effects requires a dynamically changing wake, a prescribed
wake vortex ring model will not suffice. A free wake vortex ring (FWVR) model is better at capturing
the velocity response in the dynamic inflow case than a prescribed wake model because it allows the
wake to have a transient response to a change. This can be seen in the study conducted by Yu et al.
[81]. Van Kuik and Lignarolo [73] showed that the model is very useful to validate certain assumptions
of BEM, and that its results can give good insight in the physics of rotor aerodynamics.

The FWVR that will be discussed in this section is based on the model outlined by Baldacchino and
van Bussel [3]. The same approach is also used by Van Kuik and Lignarolo [73], Dye [42] and Yu et al.
[83]. It consists of a free wake part, and a part where the wake is fully expanded which is regarded as
a semi-infinite tube.

3.2.1. Free Wake Part (near wake)

As mentioned before, in the case of a vortex ring method, all vorticity is concentrated in vortex rings that
are continually being shed from the actuator disc at radial locations where % # 0, most notable at the
edge of the disc. This vorticity forms a sheet. A free wake model applies the condition that there is no
pressure difference across the sheet. Van Kuik and Lignarolo [73] showed that the strength of the shed
vorticity ring in axial axi-symmetric flow is:

r Ap 31

At p (31
With T’ being the strength of the circulation of the ring. Circulation is linked to the thrust coefficient C,
through:

ro A—pAt _ CipU3 At _ C.U2At
p 2 p p
Hence, circulation in a vorticity ring can be equated to thrust and inflow velocity. The next step is linking

the induced velocity by the vortex ring to the strength of the vorticity. Yoon and Heister [78] derived an
analytical solution for an infinitely thin vortex ring:

(3.2)

] ' RZ — 72— (z, —z,)
gt = L K(m?) + ——2 Gy Z‘)z E(mz)l (3.3)
o (=2 + (5 + R+ G2 + (5~ R0) 40
2
e = - Gy )0y K(m?) — Ri2+rfz+(2p_zi)2 E(mz)l (3.4)
(zp—z) +(p—R) +6

2ner(zp — zi)z + (rp + Ri)z +6

T;, z;, R; denote the strength, the z-coordinate and radius of the it"* vortex ring. z, and 7, are the
coordinates of the point where the induced velocity is required, see figure 3.1. K and E are the complete
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Figure 3.1: Vortex ring model and coordinate system, from Yu et al. [83].

elliptic integrals of the first and second kind respectively. With:

m? = R (3.5)
(zp—2) +(r +R)"+6

6 in equations 3.3 to 3.5 is used to avoid the singularity when the position P gets close to the vortex
ring. By using ¢ in this way it is effectively a cut-off radius in which the strength of the vortex decreases
to zero, to avoid velocities going to infinity. Yu et al. [83] show different cut-off radii and their effects on
the solution.

This singularity also means that the induced velocity by the vortex ring on itself cannot be calculated
using equations 3.3 and 3.4. As stated by Baldacchino and Van Bussel [3], in that case the induced
velocity at the center of the vortex ring can be used to calculate the self-induced velocity:

"~ 2R;
ui =0 (3.7)

(3.6)

uz

Which is only valid if the vortex core of the vortex ring is small compared to the radius of the ring. Usually
infinitely thin vortex rings are assumed, and then the above relations can be used. While this is true for
an infinitely small disc, it must be kept in mind that this way a radial velocity component is neglected, as
was shown by Van Kuik et al. [74]. This radial component will have an influence on the development of
the wake.

3.2.2. Fixed Wake Part (far wake)
In the fixed wake part the rings are replaced with a tube with constant vorticity strength y, as already
stated in equation 2.26”

r

Y

The induced axial velocity then follows from the vorticity strength and the size and position of the tube
[73]:

14

i 14
ut = 17 3(Z0) (3.8)

Where Q is the solid angle between the calculation point and the opening of the tube, which can be
calculated using the derivation by Paxton [44]. Fully written out the equation for axial induced velocity
by a vortex tube reads:

i Y Riype — L Zp — Ztube ™ — Riupe
yind = L (— + 1>7r +mt——= (K (m?) - =—=T1 (a,m?) (3.9)
‘ 4m |Rtube - rp' VT Reube T + Reuve
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With m? is given analogous to equation 3.5, with the radius and z location of the tube opening. « is

defined as: iR
T
=B e (3.10)
rp + Rtube
Branlard and Gaunaa [8] derived the same equations, though in a different way. They also derived the
equation for induced radial velocity:

it ==L B (2 ) ) - 25 () 311)

K(m?) and E (m?) are again the complete elliptic integrals of the first and second kind, and I1(m?) is the
complete elliptic integral of the third kind.

3.2.3. Limiting Parameters

In this FWVR model there are three parameters that govern the accuracy and speed: the time step At,
the cut-off radius § and the point at which the free wake ends and the tube starts. Yu et al. [83] and Van
Kuik and Lignarolo [73] all found convergence values for these parameters. This FWVR model has been
validated against experiments by Yu et al. [83], and was cross-verified by Van Kuik and Lignarolo [73].
The model parameters that have been used here are shown in table 3.1. The same model parameters

Table 3.1: Limiting parameters used in the FWVR model.

Parameter Value From Yu et al. [83]
Vortex cut-off & 1075  107°
Time Step At 0.02 0.02

Extension of vortex rings  11R 11R

have been chosen as the FWVR model by Yu et al.,, who estimated the modelling error with these
parameters. It was shown that by using these values the influence of the time step, cut-off radius and
number of vortex rings is very small.

Depending on the thrust coefficient, the number of vortex rings that are included in the calculation
varies. For C; = 7/9 and with a far wake start of 11R, roughly 750 vortex rings are evaluated at each
time step.

3.2.4. Dynamic Wind Implementation

Imposing a wind speed change on a vortex model should not provide too much difficulties as being able
to add any velocity field on top of the vorticity model is one of the advantages of potential flow theory.
However, how this wind change is implemented will determine how a change is perceived at the rotor
and wake. Three options exist:

Wave-front: U,,i.q = f(z,a) The first option is to change the wind in the domain in a wave-like way.
The wind speed is not constant at every z but a function of z. If the wave speed is the absolute
wind speed: U(1 — a) the 'gust’ convects at the same speed as the vortex rings, the wave front
coincides with a vortex ring. The wind speed at t = i can then be implemented as an inherent
property of the i-th vortex ring.

Wave-front: U,,;,a = f(z) The second option is again a wave, but now the wave-front speed is constant
and the same as the wind speed: the 'gust’ convects faster or slower than the vortex rings.

Uniform change: U,,;,q = f(t) The third and final option is a uniform change across the spatial do-
main. The wind changes everywhere at the same time. This is the least 'physical’ description of a
wind gust.

In the dynamic wind cases the incoming wind velocity U, at the rotor (z = 0) at time 7 is established
such that the C, is matched to the varying C; in the load varying case. Instead of C; = f(F,,), the thrust
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coefficient is a function of C, = f(1/U?). Therefore:
C:(®) _ U3(0)
C(0) U3
=
U§(1)Ce(r) = UZ(0)C,(0) (3.12)

As a result from this, the circulation strength of the vortex rings does not change in the dynamic wind
case, as the circulation is defined as I' = C,U3At/p. In the dynamic load case the circulation ' does
change. However, because the convection speed of the vortex rings changes, the vortex sheet strength
y does change, as y = I'/dz.

3.3. Test Cases

Table 3.2: Dynamic Inflow Experiments and Selected Cases.

Rotor/disc Step Harmonic Gust
Loading Rotor speed Loading IEC gust  Extreme rise
FWVR Dyn. Inflow [83] A C X
Experiments Hong [24] B X X
Experiments Kaur [28] D
Tjaereborg
Oldenburg
NASA AMES
Mexico rotor X

The goal is to model different rotors and conditions at the same conditions as available experimental
measurements or available model computations of dynamic thrust. This way dynamic thrust can be
compared in different test cases to dynamic wind. Seven rotors or discs could be used in the comparison
as shown in table 3.2. However, the Tjaereborg, Oldenburg, NASA AMES and Mexico rotors are all
bladed models. Therefore only an actuator disc will be analysed and only the results from the FWVR
computations by Yu et al. [83] will be used in the comparison. The cases used in the experiments by
Hong [24] and Kaur [28] will be evaluated in the FWVR, however the results are not presented as it
was relatively difficult to compare the findings in the experiments against the FWVR results. They are
however used in the verification of the FWVR model. The IEC gust / extreme rise gust cases are also
left aside. No experimental data exists with respect to dynamic inflow effects anyway for realistic gusts.
Nonetheless these cases could be interesting to show the effects of a real physical example of dynamic
wind.

To conclude, only 4 cases are selected: A & B for a step change, and C & D for a harmonic change.
The step change cases are described in section 3.3.1 and the harmonic cases are described in section
3.3.2.

The only input in all cases is the thrust coefficient C, and the way it changes, harmonically or with a
step change. In the load case the thrust coefficient is solely a function of the axial force at the rotor:

Fax (7)
I = f(F,.) = 3.13
t(T) f( ax) %,DAU(% ( )
In the dynamic wind case the thrust coefficient is a function of the incoming wind speed:
F,
Ce(D) =fWUo) = T—5— (3.14)

3PAUS(T)
3.3.1. Case A & B: Step Wind Change
The step cases are relatively straight forward. A change in C; is imposed at T = 1. The simulation runs

till T = 40. The change is instant for cases A1-A8, and has a ramp up time for cases B1-B14. The ramp
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up time is non-dimensionalised as:
U
5t = &F" (3.15)
Where §t is the time it takes to change the thrust coefficient. Because 7 is non-dimensionalised as
T= t%, the ramp time should manifest itself as 267 on the plotted timescale. The thrust coefficients and
change in C, are shown in tables 3.3 and 3.4.

Wind Speed Convection Three special cases are added to the step changes. A1-A3 and B1-B3 have
different implementations of the wind speed convection U,,;,4 as discussed in section 3.2.4. This is to
give an idea of the effect of the way the ’gust’ is modelled as the implementation could have quite an
impact on the results.

Table 3.3: Step cases which are compared against results from Yu et al. [83].

Case

Wind Load
(o 79 7/9 719 7/9 6/9 79 7/9 6/9
dac, 19 1/9 19 -1/9 1/9 19 -1/9 1/9
ot* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Upina = f(z,a) X X X X X X
Uwind = f(Z, t) X
Uwind = f(t) X
No. A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 A7 A8

Table 3.4: Step cases which can be compared against results from Hong [24].

Case

Wind Load
C, 0.77r 077 077 093 077 093 0.77 0.93 0.77 093 077 093 0.77 0.93
ac, 0.17 047 0.7 -0.17 0.7 -0.17 0417 -0.17 0.17 -0.17 047 -0.17 0417 -017
st 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.8 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.8
Uyina = f(z,a) X X X X X X X X X X X X
Uwind = f(Zr t) X
Uyinag = f(t) X
No. B1 B2 B3 B4 BS B6 B7 B8 B9 B10 B11 B12 B13 B14

3.3.2. Case C & D: Harmonic Change

In addition to a step change, a harmonic change has also been simulated. A harmonic change is ideal
because it gives a good idea of the phase difference between the instantaneous thrust coefficient and
the induction in the wake. A phase difference between wind and thrust would indicate a difference in the
way the wake ’deals’ with a change. It could also indicate that there is a different time delay associated
with a wind change as compared to a thrust change. The harmonic cases are shown in tables 3.5a and
3.5b. The main parameter here is the reduced frequency k, which is defined as:

wR

k=—
Uo

(3.16)

And the thrust behaves like a sine wave:

Ct = Ct,steady + dCt Sil’l (ant)
These cases can be verified and compared against simulations and experiments by Yu et al. [83] and
Kaur [28] for respectively the C and D cases.
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Table 3.5: Harmonic Cases

(a) Harmonic cases which can be compared against (b) Harmonic cases which can be compared against
results from Yu et al. [83]. results from Kaur [28].

Case Case

Wind Load Wind Load
C, 7/9 719 79 7/9 7/9 7/9 0.68 0.68 0.68 0.68 0.68 0.68
dac, 179 19 1/9 179 19 1/9 013 0.13 0.13 0.13 0.13 0.13
k 1 05 0.2 1 05 02 157 094 047 1.57 0.94 047
Uyina = f(z,a) X X X X X X X X X X X X
Uwind = f(Z, t)
Uwind = f(t)
No. Cc1 C2 C3 C4 C5 C6 D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6

3.4. Verification of FWVR Model

In this section a few results will be presented to verify whether the model produces sensible results.
Steady results, step change results and harmonic results will be compared to theoretical values and
against results from computations by the FWVR from Yu et al. [83].

Steady Solution Table 3.6 shows the predicted induction factors at several thrust coefficients and
these are compared against theoretical values from momentum theory. The induction factors are within
0-1% of theoretical values. In general it can be concluded that the model converges well to the supposed
values. Any differences may be attributed to small modelling estimations (e.g. the cut-off radius §), or
because the model is still reaching convergence at t = 40.

Table 3.6: Steady solutions induction factors compared to momentum theory.

Initial Final

Case C; FWVRal[-] Momentumal] A% C,; FWVR a[-] Momentumal] A[%]
AB 7/9 0.265 0.264 0.3% 8/9 0.333 0.333 0.0%
A7 7/9 0.265 0.264 0.3% 6/9 0.210 0.211 -0.5%
A8 6/9 0.211 0.211 -0.0% 7/9 0.264 0.264 -0.2%
B9 0.767 0.259 0.259 0.3% 0.933 0.368 0.371 -0.6%
B10  0.933 0.374 0.371 0.9% 0.767 0.257 0.259 -0.5%
D4 0.68 0.217 0.217 -0.2% - - -

Step Change The step change case A6 is used to verify the model against a FWVR model by Yu et
al. [83]. Figure 3.2a shows the comparison of case A6 against results from Yu et al. It can be seen that
both models produce the same response after a step change. The only difference is a bit of a wiggle as
compared to the smooth result in the FWVR of Yu et al. This can be attributed to the way the far wake
is modelled: its properties are a function of the near wake, and the way this is implemented may differ.

In figure 3.3 the results from case A6 are compared against the experimental results by Hong [24]
(as presented by Yu et al. [82]). Because the steady C; and change in C, differ, the velocity is non-
dimensionalised. The initial response is very different, but the overall time delay appears to be consis-
tent: the time scale of the dynamic inflow effect is captured well by the FWVR. The reason for the initial
difference may be twofold: firstly, a semi-porous disc is used during the experiments, which may result
in a different response than the uniform porosity assumed in the vortex model, secondly it must be noted
that the experimental results shown here are measured behind the rotor at location z/R = 1.
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Induction factor a = Uing/Uo(T)
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(b) Rate of change of induced velocity at the rotor.

Figure 3.2: Comparison of the FWVR results against results from Yu et al. [83] after a load step change, case A6.
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Figure 3.3: Non-dimensionalised velocity change, case A6, against experimental results by V. Hong [24] and Yu et al. [83].
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Harmonic The harmonic case is verified against results from the FWVR by Yu et al. [83] (again). The
comparison is shown in figures 3.4a and 3.4b. The models vary in their initial steady solution, but apart
from that they are very similar in the harmonic case. Both in an absolute sense (figure 3.4a) and in
the way they predict the phase difference between the induction and C, (figure 3.4b similar results are
produced.

Induction factor @ = Ujng/Uo(T) Ct vs (1-Uing/Uo(0))

0.2754 | 0.745
b1

0.2701 0.7401
0.2651 0.7351
0.2607 0.730,

| [
0.255 v 0.725/

0 5 10 15 20 070 0.75 0.80 0.85 0.90

T=tUn/R [-] Co i

(a) Induction factor vs t. (b) U, vs C;.

Figure 3.4: Comparison of the FWVR against results by Yu et al. [83] at k = 1.
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Performance Engineering Models

In the first part of this thesis, Part | it was found that dynamic wind results in a different response at the
rotor. It also discussed the way current engineering models handle dynamic wind. This chapter will go
into a bit more detail regarding the new model by Yu and two alternative models.

This chapter will show the different models in sections 4.1 and 4.2. The performance of these models
is discussed in section 4.3. The performance of all models together is summarised in the conclusions
in section 4.4.

4.1. Engineering Models and Alternatives
The three most commonly used engineering models will be evaluated here, to see how they perform
in dynamic inflow as compared to the FWVR model. Both the dynamic thrust cases as dynamic wind
cases will be used in the evaluation.

The three models that will first be compared against the results from the FWVR model are:

@ye’s Model Developed by Gye [42].
Pitt-Peter’s Model by Pitt and Peters [46].
ECN Model by Snel and Schepers [60].

See section 2.2 for a detailed description of the models. After the evaluation of the performance of these
models the following alternatives will be proposed:

Vortex Tube Model As proposed by Branlard and Gaunaa [8]. The model by ECN is based on the
same principle.

Hammam’s model As described by Hammam [18]. An integro-differential equation describing dynamic
wind and dynamic thrust in separate terms.

Duhamel’s integral by Yu [79]. Analogous to the approach commonly used in the prediciton of un-
steady airfoil aerodynamics. An exponential indicial function is inserted into Duhamel’s integral to
find the induced velocity response at the rotor.

These models are described further in section 4.2.

4.2. Alternative Models

It has been established that current engineering models underestimate the effect of dynamic inflow due
to dynamic thrust, and that they do not distinguish between dynamic thrust and dynamic wind. Therefore
three alternative models will be tested against the FWVR as well. The first model is analogous to ECN'’s
model, and discussed in section 4.2.1. The second model is Hammam’s model 4.2.2 and the third model
is Yu's model 4.2.3. After this their performance as compared to the FWVR model is shown in section
4.3.
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4.2.1. Vortex Tube Model
The first alternative is a simplified model as compared to the free wake vortex ring model as discussed in
chapter 3. This simplification is because contrary to the FWVR model, a vortex tube model simplifies the
convection velocity in the wake. Instead of calculating the self-induced velocity in the wake by all vortex
elements, a fixed velocity is used. Transportation of the vortex elements is therefore easily calculated.
The induced velocity at the rotor can then be calculated in the same way as outlined in section 3.2.2 for
every vortex tube element.

The equation used to calculate the induced velocity from a vortex tube element was previously dis-
cussed in section 3.2.2, see equation 3.9. It is repeated here for convenience.

uénd = —T[_Q(Zp,rp)
Y ( Reupe — ) Zp ~ Ztube < 2 Reupe 2
- L| (e T )y I (¢ ) - B g )
47 [\ |Reupe — 1| ToReube + Reube

With m? defined in equation 3.5, and « is defined in equation 3.10. If z, = 0, the induced velocity at the
rotor is calculated. The induced velocity at time step i is then simply the starting vorticity strength with
Zupe = 0 and the summation of the differences with respect to the previous vortex tube:

wri () = L0 p,O)+Z4 Q0 Zeupe.) @1

The vorticity strength of each element y has been discussed before, but it can be defined as:

_r C.U%/2dt _ C.U? 4.9
y_dz_ dz _Z(Uo_uénd) (4.2)

And finally, Ay; is the difference in vorticity strength between two time steps:

Ay, =vi — Vi1 (4.3)

The remaining variable to play with is the location z;,;. and transport velocity of the vortex tubes. The
most straightforward application is simply using the velocity at the rotor, and let all vortex tubes move
downstream with the same velocity at each time step.

4.2.2. Model by Hammam
Hammam [18] proposes a different approach to a time constant application in BEM. In his thesis he
defines the three effects that cover unsteady rotor aerodynamics, being airfoil aerodynamics, inertia
terms (apparent mass) and circulatory (wake) terms. The inertia terms resemble the way the other way
engineering models represent dynamic inflow.

His equation was already briefly mentioned chapter 2 in equation 2.24. This approach could aid in
the definition of dynamic wind because of the distinction made between the circulation (apparent mass)
at the rotor, and the vorticity in the wake.

vr( ) I.Tld(t)
ar ly(z Ndt" + dm(r )—t

dFoe () = pAtingn () (Uo(8) = 05tting o () + 0.5pA f y(r,en 2
The second term on the right side shows the effect of the wake through the wake vorticity strength y,
the wake convection speed U,,- and the relation between the vorticity and velocity /4. The function I,
follows from Conway’s relation between a vortex ring at location x" and induced velocity at the disc [12].
Therefore:

—x")K (k
LG

In which K is the complete elliptic integral of the first kind, and A is a function of the complete and
incomplete elliptic integrals of the first and second kind. See Hammam [18] for their complete definitions.

+ A, (4.4)
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Figure 4.1: Response function at the rotor disc versus distance from the disc, from Hammam [18].

k? is equal to m? as defined in equation 3.5. Equation 4.4 is very similar to equation 3.9. The response
of I at the rotor tip is shown in figure 4.1.

The second term should replace the first term over time, as the unsteady wake defines the induced
velocity response and the far wake is transported downstream with a diminishing effect on the disc. This
is done through the following equation:

1 1
Uoo (T) = 2Ujpg [E + Zld’ (- (')] (4.5)
Which describes the induced velocity in the far wake u,, as a function of the far wake location ¢, for
which Hammam uses 30R. {’ is the location of the steady wake, which convects downstream. At t = 0,
{—{ =30Rand Iy ~ 2,att =, { —{ = —c0and I, = —2, therefore the first term goes to zero as
time moves on. The second term has replaced the steady wake.

The final term on the right hand side shows the effect of the change in induced velocity at the rotor
in a similar expression as the engineering models.

4.2.3. Duhamel’s Integral
Yu [79] proposes a different approach by using the general solution to the second order damping equa-
tion, which can often be found to be of the form of one or more exponentials. Yu uses a free wake
vortex ring model to fit the damping coefficients and frequencies. This exponential function can then be
inserted in Duhamel’s integral to calculate the response.

The following form of the indicial response function was defined, which describes the induced velocity
response due to a change in vorticity:

Dg(r,t) =1—Be®'t —(1—p)e®’t (4.6)
In this equation S, w! and w? are the coefficients used to make the fit. These coefficients are a func-

tion of radius and base thrust coefficient, and the radial dependency was created through a third order
polynomial:

L) = asr3 + a,r? + a;rt + apr® 4.7)

wl(r) = azr® + a;r? + art + apr° (4.8)
1

w?(r) = (4.9)

azr3 + a,r? +a;rt + agr®

These polynomial parameters were then fitted to the response calculated through a free wake vortex
ring method, and they are shown in table 4.1. The accuracy of the fit through these parameters is shown
by Yu in [79]. The Duhamel’s integral describes the response x to an arbitrary excitation F (), and the
response function h (t — 1) to that excitation at time :

t
x(t) = fo F()h(t—1)dr (4.10)
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Table 4.1: Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients 5, w* and w?, based on a free wake vortex ring method.

B w?! w?

a; 098C,—1.09  3.45C2—519C, +2.01 0.05C, — 0.60
a, —2.01C,+199 —4.60C2+7.01—281 —0.38C,+ 1.6
a, 057C,—034  0.06C, —0.09 0.32C, — 0.23
ap 0.62C,—0.03  —0.07C, — 0.12 —0.19C, — 0.79

The induced velocity response is then written in terms of the Duhamel’s integral as:

t
Uina (1, t) = y(0)Dy(r, t) + fo %de(r, t—o)do (4.11)

Combining equations 4.6 and 4.11, and differentiating the Duhamel’s integral, Yu finds the following
expression for the induced velocity response at time step j in the form of a time marching scheme:

Uina (T, £) = 0.5 (y(t) —cle) - cjz-(t)) (4.12)
With c} and C}z being intermediate differential functions:
de;} (6) dy (t)
J -
dz —(A)]l-Cj1 ® —ﬂjT (4.13)
de? (t) dy (o)
T Wi O =(1-§) (4.14)

With w?!, w? and B; the coefficients as shown in table 4.1. Equation 4.12 can then be implemented into
BEM.

4.3. Performance Alternative Models

The alternative models have been compared against the current engineering models and the FWVR
model. Both the dynamic wind case and dynamic thrust case have been tested here. Figures 4.2 and
4.3 show the response to a step change in AC, =1/9 at C, = 7/9.

4.3.1. Vortex Tube Model

The vortex tube model is interesting, because the difference between the free wake vortex model and the
fixed wake model is the way the wake convects. In addition to this, ECN’s model and dye’s model are
based on this vortex representation of the wake. And this can be seen in the results as shown in figures
4.2 and 4.3. Both in the dynamic wind and dynamic thrust cases the vortex tube model is comparable to
ECN’s model. Small differences between the VTM and ECN’s model may be attributed to the way the
convection speed and vorticity strength are calculated.

Although the VTM performs better than the engineering models in dynamic thrust (albeit only slightly),
it does not perform well in the dynamic wind case. It shows the same quick response as modelled by
the engineering models. This is attributed to the way the wake is modelled in the VTM. A change in wind
speed changes the convection of the entire wake immediately, and does not result in a gradual change
in vorticity strength throughout the wake, as was seen in the dynamic wind case. In order to model this, a
free wake model is therefore necessary. This effect was also seen in part 1 in the evaluation of different
implementation of wind speed: when changing the wind speed in the entire wake instantly, the same
sudden change was observed in the FWVR model.

The question that follows from this result is whether the vortex tube model can be changed to ac-
commodate this convection in the wake. Four different methods have been added or changed in the
vortex tube method, and the results are shown in figures 4.4a to 4.4c. The different approaches are:

Method 1: basic Vortex Tube Model This is the model outlined in section 4.2.1. The vorticity strength
y(t) changes gradually as a function of the induced velocity as shown in equation 4.2. All wake
elements move at the same prescribed velocity downstream at each time step.
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Induction factor a= Uj,g/Uo(T)
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Figure 4.2: Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models C, = 7/9, AC; = 1/9, dynamic thrust case.

Method 2: y(t) = f(C;, Uy) In this case y(t) is no longer a function of the induced velocity of the rotor,
but only a function of the thrust coefficient and wind speed. It is the same as the circulation at the
rotor, and therefore changes instantly at a step change. The effect of this change will be further
discussed in section 4.3.3. As can be seen from figure 4.4, this results in a faster response, as
can be expected.

Method 3: Induced velocity at r = 0 Here the induced velocity at the rotor centre is used to calculate
the convection velocity, instead of the averaged value of the rotor. The resulting response is slightly
slower, but the differences are small.

Method 4: Non-fixed wake velocity This is only shown in figures 4.4c and 4.4b. Instead of a constant
wake velocity throughout at the wake at every time step, in this case the vortex elements retain their
wake velocity at the time they were shed. This means that the entire wake convects downstream at
different velocities. The effect is surprisingly small, and not close to the free wake model. Meaning
that the effect of dynamic wind is really an effect of the self induced velocity in the wake.

Two calculations can be drawn from these changes. Firstly, using the instantaneous y(t) as a function
of C; and U, only shows that it is important to model y(t) in a different way then the circulation T'(t).
Therefore in y(t) = I'/dz the way the circulation is distributed through dz is of importance.

Secondly, changing the convection velocity in the vortex tube model does not improve the perfor-
mance. It still shows a quick response, which is not reflective of the results shown by the FWVR model.

4.3.2. Hammam
The results of Hammam’s model as outlined in [18] are not as good as expected. Equation 2.24 by
Hammam was promising, but when put to the test a couple of problems appear. The results shown in
figures 4.2 and 4.3 are not bad, but that is because the following problems are masked. These problems
are shown in figures 4.5a to 4.5d.

For clarity Hammam’s equation is repeated here, as the three terms on the right hand will be dis-
cussed separately.

® dU,, (t' Ounq(t
dFax(r, t) = pAuind,oo (t) (UO (t) - O-Suind,oo (t)) + O'SPA f ]/(T, t’) Zl;'( )I¢ (Z’)dt, + dm(r) l;uz( )
t
Far Wake Circulatory Vortex Wake Apparant Mass
(4.15)
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Figure 4.3: Alternative models vs FWVR and engineering models C, = 7/9, AC; = 1/9, dynamic wind case.

Circulatory Term In the form proposed by Hammam, this integral is very small, and has a negligible
contribution. The change in convection speed dé"” is small, and Hammam actually defines y = Zd”md
making the integral even smaller. If Hammam'’s definition for y is used, his equation basically reduces to
a similar expression as the engineering models. See figure 4.5b, the second term has barely any effect.
However, Hammam describes the second term to be the replacement of the far wake steady term over
time. In that case y should be equal to y = 2u;,4, see figure 4.5c. But, in that case the steady state
solution is not reached.

Far wake steady term Thus, if the circulatory term is given a more prominent role as replacement of
the steady solution, another problem arises. The integral adds to the steady state solution of the first
term, and therefore the steady term should be coupled to the circulatory term. The function I describes
the strength of the vortex elements, and Hammam also uses I in the steady solution, see equation 4.5.
Therefore the circulatory term and the far wake are in a sense coupled through 1.

But, the model also fails in that regard. In the case of no change in wind speed or thrust, dg;” =0,
as there is no change in convection speed. The second and third term remain zero, but the first term
also goes to zero, because of its dependency on I, through equation 4.5.

This is fixed by removing this /4 from the response due to the initial steady state, but then the model
does not reach momentum steady state because it is no longer coupled to the far wake term.

Using Iy in the far wake is in itself problematic, as Hammam predefines the far wake location as
¢ = 30R. When the initial steady state vortex cylinder reaches the far wake location { — {’ = 0 and
therefore 2 dx is large. This means that after a certain amount of time the far wake term has a huge
influence on the solution. This is shown in figure 4.5a and 4.5d, where it is shown that with a far wake
location of { = 10R the first term disappears and no solution is reached.

Apparent Mass Term The final term in equation 4.15 is the standard differential term, as also seen
in other engineering models. Hammam’s derivation for this term follows directly from Conway’s [12]
relation between vorticity and induced velocity. It shows a slower response as compared to the other
engineering models, see figure 4.2a, but the rate of change is very different from all other models.

In the end, the second term in equation 4.15 does not work in its proposed form by Hammam. It is
too small to have an effect, and even if amended does not add up to the replacement of the steady state.

As a result, the solution provided by Hammam’s model is very different from the other models. Even
though Hammam’s model may appear to perform better, the results are questionable. This is both true
for dynamic thrust as for dynamic wind.
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4.3.3. Duhamel’s Integral

Yu’s model in the form of the Duhamel’s integral performs better than all the other models in the case
of dynamic thrust, and shows a comparable response as the FWVR model. This is expected, as Yu's
model is fitted to the FWVR model.

This can be seen in the response to dynamic thrust as shown in figure 4.2. The Duhamel’s integral
approach shows a slower initial response and a longer overall duration to reach the new equilibrium.
This is comparable to the findings from the FWVR model: two different time scales for the effect of
bound circulation change and wake vorticity change.

Nevertheless, in the dynamic wind case, the Duhamel’s integral behaves the same as the other
engineering models. This is due to the usage of y as a function of the instantaneous thrust coefficient:

y(®) = Uo(t) (V1 - Cc () - 1) (4.16)

As aresult, y(t) has an instant quick response, instead of the slower adjustment of the wake. y(t) may
in that regard replaced by the circulation at the rotor I'(t), which is only a function of the instantaneous
thrust coefficient and wind speed.

This becomes more clear if one looks at %. The derivative of y(t) is zero everywhere in the case
of a step change, except at t = 7, when the step change happens. In the case of a step change, the
Duhamel’s integral is simply the response to a single excitation. And this is the same for both a change
in wind speed as a change in load. Therefore the model by Yu does not distinguish between dynamic
thrust and dynamic wind in its input.

A different approach could therefore be to use the velocity at the rotor at time t in the calculation of
y(0):

O = CUd _ CU3
2U, 2(Ug — Uina)

See figure 4.6 for the differences in response in vorticity between equation 4.16 and 4.17.

The response at the rotor then becomes a summation of excitations at the rotor due to dy/dt being
non zero for a longer period of time, which is more reflective of the adjustment of the wake and its
response at the rotor. The adjusting convection speed in the wake is taken into account in that regard.

However, the indicial response function as shown in equation 4.6 and its coefficients are fitted to the
response due to an instantaneous change in I'(t). Altering the definition of the excitation force to I'(t)
changes the indicial response function. In addition to this, the output does show two time scales: the
effect of the wake is fitted to a change in bound circulation. Therefore, to model both effects a fit to a
change in bound circulation and a fit to a change in wind speed may be better than a single fit to bound
circulation to capture both effects.

To conclude, in order to distinguish between I'(t) and y(t) a new fit or amendment to Yu’s model is
necessary.

(4.17)

4.4. Conclusions

In this chapter three engineering models have been tested against the FWVR model in the case of
a changing rotor thrust (dynamic thrust) and a changing wind speed (dynamic wind speed). The first
question posed in this chapter was whether current models capture the effect of dynamic wind, or the
second order effect that is present due to a changing wake.

The answer to that question is that the engineering models do not distinguish between dynamic thrust
and dynamic wind, and only @ye’s model attempts to model two different time scales and therefore
differentiates between the response to bound circulation change and the response due to an adjusting
wake. However, all engineering models lack the input parameters to model dynamic wind. On top of
that, all engineering models underestimate the dynamic inflow effect in general.

The second question that was posed at the start of this chapter, is whether alternative models could
produce better results. Three alternatives were proposed and again tested against dynamic thrust and
dynamic wind. The vortex tube model could not produce better results in the case of dynamic wind,
and was similar to ECN'’s engineering model. Hammam’s model could not produce consistent results in
either case. Yu's model was better than all other models in the case of dynamic thrust. It also produced
the two time scales that are present in dynamic inflow. However it lacked the input parameters to model
dynamic wind properly.
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So, to conclude, only two models use two time scales in dynamic inflow. No model is able to model
the effects of dynamic wind. This is caused by the fact that no model distinguishes between a change
in bound circulation and change in wake vorticity strength, and if they do, the two input parameters are
not linked to the two output effects.

The performance of all models is summarised in table 4.2. The input parameters I' and y reflect the
two ways dynamic inflow could be inserted. AT denotes a change in bound circulation, and is commonly
regarded as the cause of dynamic inflow. Ay denotes the second input that could be used. In the case of
dynamic wind Ay would cause the effect, with AT being zero. The output of the models should reflect the
two time scales of dynamic inflow: a fast response due to the bound circulation change, and a slower
second order effect due to a change in wake.

Table 4.2: Input parameters defining the model and output results.

Model Input Model Output
dd—f % 1storder 2nd order Dynamic wind
BEM MT - - - - -
Pitt-Peters + - + - -
Eng. models @ye + - + +/- -
ECN + - + - -
VTM +  +/- + - -
Alt. models Hammam + + +/- - -
Duhamel’s integral + - + + -
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(a) Induction factor vs time, dynamic thrust case.
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Figure 4.4: Different methods to model the wake convection speed in the VTM, dynamic thrust and dynamic wind case. C; = 7/9,

AC, = 1/9.
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Figure 4.6:
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Figure 4.5: Comparison of different implementations of Hammam’s model. C; = 7/9, AC; = 1/9.
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Duhamel’s Integral Extension

In the previous chapter it was established that the engineering models are unable to model the response
to dynamic wind. On top of that, the models generally underestimate the effect of dynamic inflow, and
Yu’s model is an improvement over the other models. Therefore it will be attempted to extend Yu’s model
such that it also incorporates a varying wind speed. First three different options will be discussed, after
this one method will be investigated further.

5.1. Extension Options

Wei Yu’s model could be extended or amended in three ways. The first two options could in theory
represent the effects of changing I' and y better, while the third option is the most straightforward and
pragmatic approach:

1. Split Duhamel’s Integral The first way would perhaps be the most straightforward. In this case the
induced velocity response is defined as a response to two indicial response functions:

t1dr tdy
Uina (1, t) = y(0)D4(r, t) + fo U_O£¢d'1(r' t—o)do + J;) gcbd‘z(r,t —o0)do (5.1)

And the response function ®,(r, t) is split into two as well:

Dy,(r,t) =1—e®1?t (5.2)
Dy,(r,t) =1— et (5.3)

The first integral is the response due to a change in thrust, and thus a change in shed vorticity strength.
The second integral is the response due to a change in vorticity density. This could either be the second
order effect due to thrust change or the sole effect due to a wind speed change. The advantage here
is that it can easily be fitted to a dynamic wind response, and the remainder can be fitted to dynamic
thrust. Also, it does not require the coefficient g determining which part is dominant.

The caveat here is the requirement that dynamic thrust is indeed a summation of the first and second
order effect, and that the two responses can be modelled independently. If that is the case, this method
links the two frequencies w; and w, to the physical effects. Furthermore, all coefficients need to be
refitted, though B may possibly be discarded.

It could also be expected that the second frequency w,, as fitted by Wei Yu, is already a fit to the
second order effect. This is not the case however. Which casts doubt on the notion that the two fre-
quencies can model the two effects separately, or that dynamic thrust may be regarded as a summation
of the two effects.

2. Change y The second method would be to simply change the definition of y into:

C UG C UG

YO = S0at = 2y — ) AE (54)
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That way the second order effect of the changing vorticity density due to the changing thrust coefficient
is instantly implied. The resulting change in y over time can be seen in figure 4.6. It was also found
that this gives a rather good fit to the dynamic wind case already with the same coefficients as in the
dynamic thrust case by Wei Yu. The induced velocity response is a summation of smaller changes in y
instead.

However, the fit with dynamic thrust is lost in this case, which means that describing the general case
of a thrust and wind change may be impossible. Moreover, dynamic wind may require more tweaking
of the coefficients and finding a good fit could prove to be difficult as the relation between u;,; and y is
now a differential relation. This makes it hard to extract the forcing function from the FWVR response.

3. Add additional frequencies w3, w, The third method could be to extend the response function @,
to include a third and fourth coefficient for the dynamic wind case:

g (r, ) = (1= Bre®'t = (1= 1) e®’) f(AFu) + (1= 6" — (1 = ) e®"t) f(AUy)  (5.5)

This could also be seen as two different Duhamel’s integral responses:

t d]/ t d)/
Uina(r,t) = 0.5y(0) + (1 — K)f £¢d,1 (r,t —o)do +KJ- @‘Dd,z(r, t—o)do (5.6)
0 0

Fit to dynamic thrust Fit do dynamic wind

And x would define which fit is the most relevant one:

-G Uo__Y 1 5.7
*=ac, \\u, + au, (5.7
Which becomes 0 if AU, = 0.

The advantage is that only a fit to the two additional frequencies is required, and that the dynamic
thrust case does not require a refit. The question is how this would perform in the combination case of
dynamic wind and dynamic thrust.

This third method is selected for the extension. In the next section a fit will be made to B,, w; and
Wy.

5.2. Fit to Exponential Coefficients

Analogous to the fit made by Yu, the following response function is defined which can be fitted to the
FWVR response to dynamic wind:

Bg(rt) = (1= e’ = (1= ) ™) (5.8)

A range of thrust coefficients is used to make the fit: C; = 0.1,0.2...0.8, both for a load increase (LI) as a
load decrease (LD): AC; = +0.1. The results of the fit at different radial locations for C; = 0.4 are shown
in figure 5.1.

As can be seenin figure 5.1, a decrease or increase makes a difference, and the response is different
for different radial positions. Therefore the exponential coefficients 8, w® and w* are made dependent
on r/R through the following third order polynomial fits:

1
h(n) = asr3 +a,r? + agrl + agr® (5.9)
w3(r) = azr® + ayr? + agrt + apr’ (5.10)
1
w*(r) = (5.11)

azr3 + a,r? +a;rt + agr®

The polynomial fits to the 3 coefficients are shown in figure 5.2. In general the radial dependency can
be fitted well through the polynomial. However, there are two areas where the fit is off. The first note
is the bad fit at the tip. After r/R > 0.95 the frequencies tend to go to zero or to infinity. This was also
observed in the dynamic thrust case in the fit made by Yu. The tip experiences different timescales and
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Figure 5.1: Response function from the FWVR and the fitted response for different radial positions. C; = 0.4. Load increase (LI):
AC; = 0.1. Load decrease (LD): AC; = —0.1.

different lagging effects as compared to the rest of the blade. The second note is that at lower thrust
coefficients w3 is not easily captured in the polynomial. The fit may slightly be off in that area, although
the effect is likely small.

In addition to this, an interesting observation could be made on the differences in 8, in the load
increase and load decrease cases. A load decrease is surprisingly different from a load increase, espe-
cially at larger thrust coefficients. An explanation may be in the way the new and the old wake interact.
In a load decrease the new wake catches up to the old wake, while in a load increase the old wake trav-
els faster than the new wake. This may result in different '"damping’ effects on the rotor, and therefore
different timescales. This difference is less profound in the dynamic thrust case, and it therefore tells us
something about the wake. However, this also means that in general the fit may be less good for large
thrust coefficients, since the coefficients are averaged across load increase and load decrease.

The next step is to link the polynomial coefficients a; to a, to the steady thrust coefficient, such that
the response is a function of both radius and thrust coefficient. Luckily, the coefficients a,_3; can quite
easily be fitted as a function of thrust coefficient, as shown in figure 5.3. Especially the fits for 8, and w3
are good, while w* has a slightly less linear relation with C,.

The functions for the polynomial coefficients are summarised in table 5.1. 8, is a quadratic function
of C,, while w3 and w* are linearly approximated. With these functions the response to a change in
C; due to a changing wind speed are now fitted and defined in a similar way as the Duhamel’s integral
model to dynamic thrust. The next chapter will show the performance of this fit and verify the accuracy
of the response.
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Figure 5.2: Exponential coefficients 8,, w3 and w* (solid line) and the polynomial fit (dashed line) as function of r/R for different
levels of C¢, load increase (LI) and load decrease (LD).
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Table 5.1: Polynomial parameters of the exponential coefficients 8,, w* and w* for the dynamic wind case, based on a free wake
vortex ring method.

,82 (1)3 0)4
as 221C% —297C, — 101 —2.21C, + 135 7.31C, — 4.43
a, —262C%+364C,—130 2.62C,—1.72  —6.30C, + 6.02
a; —62.1C?+70.0C,—17.7 —0.71C,+0.45 2.39C, — 1.65
a, 108C?—147.7C,+532 0.01C,—0.05 —2.31C, — 151

79






Verification

The new coefficients to the Duhamel’s integral model will be tested in the dynamic wind case in section
6.1 and against a combination of dynamic wind and dynamic thrust in section 6.2. Both a step changes
and harmonic changes will be shown, to see whether the new coefficients predict a correct response to
change, and whether the phase difference and amplitude are correct.

6.1. Dynamic Wind Case

Two step changes are shown in figures 6.1 and 6.2 for a baseline thrust coefficient of C; = 0.2 and
C; = 0.8 respectively. Both the induced velocity and the rate of change of induction factor are shown.
From these figures it can be concluded that the new coefficients used in the Duhamel’s integral model
are an improvement over the old coefficients. The slow response of dynamic wind is now correctly
modelled. In the previous chapter the fitted coefficients were shown, and it appeared that the fit was
not as good at lower thrust coefficients. From these figures the opposite appears to be true, since at
C; = 0.8 the response is underestimated slightly, although the initial rate of change is correct.

In addition to this a harmonic variationof k = 1 atC; = 4/9 and AC; = 1/9 is shown in figures 6.3 and
6.4. Here it is shown that the amplitude and rate of change of the induced velocity is correctly modelled.
And because of this a correct phase difference between C;(7) and induced velocity is shown in figure
6.4. Overall it can be concluded that the new coefficients are an improvement over the old Duhamel’s
integral model coefficients in the case of dynamic wind.

Note in this case that the Duhamel’s integral does not correctly predict the mean induced velocity
value in the harmonic variation. This can be explained by the fact that y is only a function of C; and U,.
In case of a variation these values are (relatively) symmetrical (U, slightly less so though). However, the
actual average y in the wake is also a function of U;,4, and this non-linearity is the cause of the slight
upward translation of the Duhamel’s integral models in figure 6.3.
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Figure 6.1: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2, AC; = 0.1.
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Figure 6.2: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. ¢, = 0.8, AC; = 0.1.
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Figure 6.3: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 4/9, AC, = 1/9, k = 1.

6.2. Combination Dynamic Wind and Thrust

Next to a single dynamic wind change it is also interesting to see the performance of a combined dynamic
wind and dynamic thrust excitation. In that case both the exponential coefficients by Yu and the new
coefficients are used in tandem.

Dynamic wind and thrust are combined such that the change in wind speed is responsible for a portion
of AC,, and the other portion is due to a change in thrust. The response to this combined excitation is
modelled in the FWVR model, and through the Duhamel’s integral model. Both the response function
®,4 4 to thrust, and the response function @, , to wind both cover the relevant portion of the response.
This was estimated in the previous chapter through x in equation 5.6.

The results are shown in figures 6.5, 6.6 for C; = 0.2 and C; = 0.8 respectively where the combination
of the two effects is 50/50. Figures 6.7 and 6.8 show a combination of the two effects where the change
in thrust coefficient is 80% the result of a change in wind speed for C; = 0.2 and C; = 0.8. Two things can
be noted from these figures. First of all it can be concluded that the combination of the two coefficients
works well, and can be used to predict the response to a mixed input. Second of all, it becomes clear
that in the case of a mixed input, the dynamic thrust effect is dominant. Even if only 20% of the response
is due to a change in thrust coefficient, the exponentially decaying quick response is still present and
very similar to the dynamic thrust case. Hence in the combined case Yu’'s model with a single response
function may already give good results, and an additional response function is not really necessary.
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Figure 6.4: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 4/9, AC; = 1/9, k = 1.
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Figure 6.5: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2, AC; = 0.1.
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Figure 6.6: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, combination of two models. C; = 0.8, AC; = f(0.5F 4, 0.5U) =
0.1.
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Figure 6.7: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.2, AC; = 0.1. Green line and
Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind (80%) and dynamic thrust (20%).
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Figure 6.8: Results of FWVR versus Duhamel’s integral models, with different coefficients. C; = 0.8, AC; = 0.1. Green line and
Duhamel’s Integral express a combination of dynamic wind (80%) and dynamic thrust (20%).
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6.3. Amplitude and Phase Delay Evaluation

In this section the performance of the Duhamel’s integral models will be shown through the induced
velocity amplitude and phase delay response to a harmonically varying wind and/or thrust. Ten cases
have been established, which are shown in tables 6.1 and 6.2. The cases considered are two different
thrust coefficients: C; = 4/9,7/9, two different reduced frequencies: k = 0.2, 1, and 4 different levels of
dynamic wind versus thrust. The response to a combination of dynamically changing wind and thrust is
shown for 80% and 50% dynamic wind.

The phase delay is compared to the momentum theory, and the amplitude is normalised with respect
to the difference in momentum theory. Figure 6.9 shows the definition of the velocity amplitude A. C is
defined as the amplitude when C; is the steady value (zero crossing height). The figures in 6.4 show
this loop for the dynamic wind case C; = 4/9 and k = 1. The phase delay is defined as follows:

A6 = — (180 deg — arcsin (C/A))) + 180 deg (6.1)

180 deg is added because that is the momentum theory value. A8 is thus the difference between mo-
mentum theory and the dynamic response.

From the phase delay values shown in table 6.1 it is not immediately clear that the Duhamel’s integral
models are an improvement over the old engineering models. This can be explained by the large effect
the initial few seconds have on the phase delay. These initial seconds are dominant in the phase delay,
but it is also where the largest fitting error is, as shown in figures 5.1. However, as shown by Yu in [79],
the Duhamel’s integral method does behave correctly as a function of radius, contrary to the engineering
models. The fact that the old engineering models sometimes provide a good phase delay prediction is
not necessarily because they are better at modelling the response.

This can also be seen by the (normalised) amplitude, as shown in table 6.2. In this case the
Duhamel’s integral methods are a clear improvement over the other engineering models. Here it is
also immediately clear that the new coefficients are better at predicting the dynamic wind case, and that
all the other models (PP / @ye / ECN / Yu’s coefficients) are unable to distinguish between dynamic wind
and dynamic thrust.

Table 6.1: Comparison of phase delay in degrees [deg] for different models for different frequencies and thrust coefficient. Dynamic
Wind, Dynamic Thrust and a combination of both is shown. In bold the best performing model for each case as compared to the
FWVR.

Case FWVR PP OGye ECN DIYu DINew
Dynamic Wind or Thrust Case Ci: [l k[

Wind: AU, 7/9 0.2 68.1 33.6 375 407 423 704
Thrust: AF,, 7/9 0.2 41.9 339 379 41.6 425 -
Wind: AU, 7/9 1 59.9 473 48.0 426 611 726
Combination: 80% AU, / 20% AF,,, 7/9 1 49.7 477 48.3 432 67.8 69.7
Combination: 50% AU, / 50% AF,,, 7/9 1 47.7 48.5 489 443 679 677
Thrust: AF,, 7/9 1 53.4 50.2 50.7 469 613 -
Wind: AU, 4/9 1 77.2 46.3 453 419 642 820
Combination: 80% AU, / 20% AF,,, 4/9 1 67.8 46.7 458 425 642 734
Combination: 50% AU, / 50% AF,, 4/9 1 58.5 475 471 437 642 67.6
Thrust: AF,, 4/9 1 53.5 49.1 50.0 465 642 -

6.4. Conclusions

In this chapter the new coefficients for the Duhamel’s integral models have been tested against the
dynamic wind cases. It was shown that the dynamic wind case is correctly modelled by the extension
to the model. In addition to this, the combination of the fit to dynamic thrust by Yu and the new fit to
dynamic wind is tested against a combined variation of dynamic wind and dynamic thrust. Although the
improvement in this combined case is not as large, it was shown that a combination works just as well
as either Duhamel’s integral individually.
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Table 6.2: Comparison of normalised velocity amplitude for different models. Dynamic Wind, Dynamic Thrust and a combination
of both is shown. In bold the best performing model for each case as compared to the FWVR.

Case

R FWVR PP @ye ECN DIYu DINew

Dynamic Wind or Thrust Case Cel-]1 k[-]

Wind: AU, 7/9 0.2 0.21 0.78 062 058 041 0.20
Thrust: AF,, 7/9 0.2 0.39 0.78 062 058 041 -
Wind: AU, 7/9 1 0.06 0.34 026 024 015 0.04
Combination: 80% AU, / 20% AF,, 7/9 1 0.08 0.33 026 024 0.15 0.07
Combination: 50% AU, / 50% AF,, 7/9 1 0.12 0.34 026 024 0.15 0.10
Thrust: AF,, 7/9 1 0.15 0.33 025 023 015 -
Wind: AU, 4/9 1 0.08 048 033 034 021 0.07
Combination: 80% AU, / 20% AF,, 4/9 1 0.12 048 0.33 0.34 021 0.10
Combination: 50% AU, / 50% AF,, 4/9 1 0.17 047 032 033 021 0.14
Thrust: AF,, 4/9 1 0.22 046 031 032 021 -

h
A C

Figure 6.9: Lissajous hysteresis loop.
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Conclusions

In the previous chapters the two main drivers of unsteady effects on the rotor level have been investi-
gated. These unsteady effects are called dynamic inflow, and its two drivers are dynamic thrust and dy-
namic wind speed. The aim in this thesis was to distinguish between these two drivers, and by doing this
find out how the transient induced velocity response should be modelled in blade element-momentum
theory in general.

Three objectives were identified at the start of this work:

1. Investigate the effect of dynamic wind as compared to dynamic loading by modelling it in a FWVR
model, and by comparing it to dynamic thrust.

2. Verify and evaluate current and alternative engineering models in the dynamic wind case by com-
paring it against the FWVR model.

3. Include dynamic wind in an engineering model by extending the Duhamel’s integral model by Yu.

The conclusions are also summarised along these three objectives, and will be discussed in the following
three sections.

7.1. Hypothesis

The first of these objectives was the investigation into dynamic wind and its effects. This also corre-
sponded to the main hypothesis:

The effect of dynamic wind speed on the actuator disc and the wake is different from the
effect of dynamic thrust, and it therefore needs to be included in current engineering models.

That dynamic wind results in dynamic inflow effects is contrary to what has generally been assumed
in literature. However, the hypothesis was found to be true. Dynamic wind does result in a transient
response and the effect of dynamic wind is different from dynamic thrust. The response to dynamic
wind is slower and a more gradual change, as compared to an exponential decay of dynamic thrust.
And this slower change also means a larger phase difference between C; and induced velocity, and a
different amplitude of the induced velocity response.

The comparison between dynamic wind and dynamic thrust furthermore showed that dynamic inflow
in general may be regarded as a summation of two effects. This is because both cases converged to the
same asymptote in the rate of change. Therefore, dynamic thrust can be regarded as a first order quick
response due to the downwind convection of changing shed vorticity, and the effect of the wake itself on
the induced velocity, (the ’circulatory’ effect). The wake adapts to the shedding of new vorticity, which
causes a second order slow effect. By only adjusting the convection speed in the wake this second
order effect could be distilled from the dynamic inflow general case.
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7.2. Performance Engineering Models

And because a changing wind speed was found to result in a different transient response, the second
objective was to find out to what extent current engineering models were able to capture the difference
between the two effects. And if alternative models existed that could model this difference.

The current engineering models by @ye, Pitt-Peters and ECN were investigated and compared
against the FWVR results, and it was found that neither could model the slow change of the wake in the
dynamic wind case. All engineering models translated the known quick response of dynamic thrust to
the dynamic wind case, resulting in an underestimation of the dynamic inflow effects. Furthermore, only
@ye’s model correctly modelled the general dynamic inflow effects as having two different timescales,
although the values for the time constants were off. So it can be concluded that current engineering
models were unable to model the effects of dynamic wind.

Moreover, these current engineering models also underestimated the dynamic inflow effects in the
dynamic thrust case. The three models predicted a faster response than the FWVR model, which was
also found in literature. To improve the prediction in the dynamic thrust case, Yu recently proposed a
different model based on the Duhamel’s integral. Here it was found that the model gave good results in
the dynamic thrust cases.

Nevertheless, this proposed model by Yu was fitted to the dynamic thrust response, hence it was also
unable to predict the dynamic wind response. Two other engineering models were also investigated, a
fixed wake vortex model (vortex tube model), and an integro-differential model by Hammam. The vortex
tube model offered little improvement (and in fact already exists in ECN’s model. Hammam’s model was
unable to provide consistent results.

So although Yu’s model improved the modelling of dynamic thrust, none of the engineering models
was able to capture the transient response to dynamic wind as seen in the FWVR model. The perfor-
mance of all models is summarised in table 7.1. The ideal model distinguishes between a thrust change
(through circulation T') and a wake convection change (through vorticity y) and has two timescales as
output.

Table 7.1: Input parameters defining the model and output results.

Model Input Model Output
ar d o
T T 1st order 2nd order Dynamic wind
BEM MT - - - - -
Pitt-Peters + - + - -
Eng. models Qye + - + +/- -
ECN + - + - -
VTM +  +- + - -
Alt. models Hammam + + +/- - -
Duhamel’s integral + - + + -

7.3. Extension to Yu’s Model

The final and third objective in this thesis was therefore to extend Yu’'s model to incorporate the dynamic
wind case. This was done in an analogous way as the dynamic thrust model. Dynamic wind speed
could be fitted to be function of radius and thrust coefficient. The total general model would then be
a combination of Yu’s model and additionally a similar model with different coefficients. The predicted
response to dynamic wind speed was found to be good, and found to be an improvement over Yu’s model
in the dynamic wind case. The new fitted coefficients were also tested in a combination of dynamic thrust
and wind, and the modelled response would also be a combination of the two models. The predicted
response to a mixed input was good, although the question could be to what extent dynamic wind plays
a role if it is combined to dynamic thrust.

An interesting note about the effects of dynamic wind speed also came up when the fitted coefficients
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were found. An increase or decrease in C; matters in the case of dynamic wind. The response is slightly
different, which may be explained by the influence of wake convection speed of the new wake.

To summarise the conclusions: dynamic wind speed is fundamentally different from dynamic thrust
and current engineering models are unable to capture that difference. The model by Yu was extended
such that this difference could be modelled.

7.4. Recommendations

In the free wake vortex ring model a clear difference between dynamic thrust and dynamic wind speed
could be observed. Three notes for furter research can be made here:

* In the dynamic wind case it is assumed that the thrust remains constant. In reality the thrust will
change with changing wind speed as well, and they can not be viewed independently. As a result it
may be expected that a changing wind speed will also result in a thrust change, and may therefore
resultin a similar response as simply changing the thrust force directly. So the remaining question
here is whether the effect can also be observed independently in reality. And following from this,
whether the same scale of the effect is present in reality.

» Dynamic wind speed has been modelled as a wave-front moving through the wake. Although a
sudden uniform change throughout the domain does not resemble reality, the conclusions posed
here rely on the wave-front assumption. A different representation of a wind speed change will
have pro-found effects on the way the wake behaves. This gust wave-front therefore requires
further verification.

» The results in the FWVR model on dynamic wind suggest that dynamic inflow in general could be
modelled as a function of circulation change and vorticity change. This means that a simplified
model could be made on this basis, or adapted into the Duhamel’s integral approach. This ap-
proach could be more general and more elegant than the current extension, which is the resultant
fit of 6 coefficients.
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