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DIALOGUE THROUGH 
DISSIDENT PRACTICES?

INTRO



PROTEST ARCHITECTURE



Research question

How can architectural practices, focused on contested urban
environments, draw from the dissident practices manifested
in the built environment and thus foster resilience for the

vulnerable communities?
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3 NEIGBOURHOODS -> CENTRO GENTRIFICATIONLAVAPÍES
CLUSTERS OF CHOICE



FUNCTIONS IN VICINITY

CLUSTERS OF CHOICE



RESEARCH



PRELIMINARY FINDINGS
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- Ethnic bakcground
- Household income
- Unemployment

- Vulnerability index
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- Crime rates
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GENTRIFICATIONLAVAPÍES
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JOURNALIST LEAH PATTEM

WALKING INTERVIEW 
WITH A JOURNALIST
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PROJECT SITE



UNEMPLOYMENT
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HISTORY OF SITE



DEMOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY

EL RASTRO SUNDAY MARKET
THEN VS NOW



HOUSEHOLD INCOME

EL RASTRO SUNDAY 
MARKET CROWD



SITE ANALYSIS



CORRALA TYPOLOGY



MEDINA-LIKE CONFIGURATION
OUTER FACE



MEDINA-LIKE CONFIGURATION
INNER COURTYARDS



GALLERIES



MULTIPLE BUILDINGS



UNESCO HERITAGE STATUS

High protection
Level 1
Level 2
Unknown



FOCUS ON THE GROUND 
FLOOR



GROUND FLOOR
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PUBLIC VS PRIVATE



ACCESS DENIED



BASEMENT
VACANT SHOPS



CONCEPT



2 FOLD OBJECTIVE



SCALE OF THE CONCEPT



WHAT IS?



NARRATIVE



UNTOUCHED BUILDINGS / SPACES



COURTYARDS AND CIRCULATION



KEEP REMOVE

INTERVENTIONS



REMOVE

Walls and doors demolished to 
enable the intended flow



La Tabacalera,
Embajadores, Madrid
Source: Flickr

15M Movement
Plaza de Puerta, Sol Madrid
Source: Achitecture of Transgression

Sargfabrik
Vienna, Austria
Source: Unknown

Tribulete 7 
Lavapíes, Madrid
Source: Madrid No Frills

PRECEDENTS



Half - moon theatre
Studio Adam Caruso

The Joyful Apocalypse
Traumnovelle

Lafayette Anticipations
OMA

Kitchen scene
The cook, the thief, his 
wife and her lover

The ceramics market
Tsuyoshi Kawata



INTERVENTIONS - ADD

POCKETS - BASIC NEEDS PERFORMATIVE STRUCTURE AND IMPROVE-
MENT OF FUNCTIONALITY OVERALL



3 TYPES OF MAIN USERS
Entrances

Vulnerable communities Inhabitants Visitors



3 TYPES OF MAIN USERS
Designated open areas

Vulnerable communities Inhabitants Visitors



3 TYPES OF MAIN USERS
Functions

- Community kitchen
- Micro theatre
- Social work office
- Spaces for rent (NGO’s)
- Living room 
- Workshops

- Community kitchens
- Spaces for rent (NGO’s)
- Living rooms 
- Workshops

- Community kitchens
- Exhibition café 
- Second hand shops
- Communication office
- Living rooms 
- Workshops

Vulnerable communities Inhabitants Visitors



3 TYPES OF MAIN USERS
Operational functions and overlaps

Overlapping functionsOverlapping functions

- Communication office
- Social work office
- Recording / printing studio
- Archive / storage
- Board office
- Workshop

- The 3 courtyards
- Community kitchen
- Workshops
- Classrooms
- Social work ofices
- Living room 



CORALLA



ON AN ELEVATED SITE



FUNCTIONS IN THE VICINITY



FUNCTIONS IN THE VICINITY
EXCHANGE - POROSITY









Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
Ground floor



Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
Subterranean







Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
Ground floor



Scale 1:00

FLOOR PLAN:
The Alley

Spaces for rent
NGO’s

Micro theatre

Community kitchen

Social work office

Front desk & waiting area

Locker room



LOW ACTIVITY - USED BY INHABITANTS

SECTION C-C

Scale - 1:200



MEDIUM ACTIVITY - MIXED USED

SECTION C-C

Scale - 1:200



HIGH ACTIVITY - EVENTS FOR VULNERABLE 
COMMUNITIES

SECTION C-C

Scale - 1:200









Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
Ground floor



Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
The circulation tower

Laundry area

Arrivals’ desk/ check-inKitchenette



SECTION
THE CIRCULATION TOWER







Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
Ground floor



Scale 1:100
FLOOR PLAN:
The Sanctuary

Various workshop 
spaces

Various workshop 
spaces

Living room





Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
The Board quarter

Lounge for inhabitants

Boards’ office

Second hand /stage prop shop















Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
The Main courtyard

Exhibition / café

Backstage

Communication / collaboration office



Scale 1:100

FLOOR PLAN:
Subterranean

Archive / storage

A classroom

Recording / printing studio

Event space

Workshop

Kitchenette

Stage platforms






















