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P5 presentation MSc3 Heritage & Architecture

Exploring emotional attachment towards nature 
with a photographic walking tour for a nature-
inclusive redesign of two former warehouses in 
Faro, Portugal 

By Marloes Drijver

Capture nature 



2 Timeline of the studio



3 Studio strategy
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Part 1

Cultural significance
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MAIN QUESTION 
How can the values on nature of different generations influence the emotional 

attachment to Estação, Faro and support the redesign for vacant buildings? 

How can children’s values on 
nature be applied in redesigning 

vacant buildings?

How can an intergenerational relati-
on be created by using the values on 

nature of the local community of 
Estação?

How could the tangible and intan-
gible attributes affect the elderly 
and adults’ place attachment to 

Estação?

How does the younger generati-
on feel emotionally attached to 

nature in Estação?

INDIVIDUAL
QUESTIONS

INDIVIDUAL
SUB QUESTIONS

What are the 
values of 

children on 
nature?

What attributes 
of nature do 

children prefer 
to redesign a 

vacant building?

How do children 
value nature?

What are the 
differences between 
generations’ attach-
ments to Estação?

Which natural 
attributes do people 

feel emotional 
attachment with?

Why do people 
feel attached to 

these nature 
attributes?

METHODS
PARTICIPATORY

Minecraft + 
questionnaire Card game

Cultural 
mapping 

RESULTS Possible interventions 
for redesign of vacant 

building

Value-based 
redesign principles

CONCLUSIONS

Values and attributes 
of nature and vacant 

buildings

Values on 
nature

Emotional 
attachment

Place attachment 
hotspot map

Attributes of 
emotional 

attachment 

Importance 
of heritage 

Cultural 
significance

REDESIGN

Importance 
of nature 

Importance of 
community

Which values and 
attributes are 

more relevant to 
residents’ place 

attachment?

Photographic 
walking tour

How do elderly
 value nature?

How can values 
be used to bring 

people 
together?

How do those 
values and 

attributes enhance 
children’s 

well-being?

Nature attributes 
of emotional 
attachment 

Values of emotional 
attachment to 

nature 

Values on built 
environment

DIFFERENT 
GENERATIONS

1ste age 
group

2nd age 
group

3rd age 
group

4th age 
group

Research questions



6 Research questions

MAIN QUESTION 
How can the values on nature of different generations influence the emotional 

attachment to Estação, Faro and support the redesign for vacant buildings? 

How can children’s values on 
nature be applied in redesigning 

vacant buildings?

How can an intergenerational relati-
on be created by using the values on 

nature of the local community of 
Estação?

How could the tangible and intan-
gible attributes affect the elderly 
and adults’ place attachment to 

Estação?

How does the younger generati-
on feel emotionally attached to 

nature in Estação?

INDIVIDUAL
QUESTIONS

INDIVIDUAL
SUB QUESTIONS

What are the 
values of 

children on 
nature?

What attributes 
of nature do 

children prefer 
to redesign a 

vacant building?

How do children 
value nature?

What are the 
differences between 
generations’ attach-
ments to Estação?

Which natural 
attributes do people 

feel emotional 
attachment with?

Why do people 
feel attached to 

these nature 
attributes?

METHODS
PARTICIPATORY

Minecraft + 
questionnaire Card game

Cultural 
mapping 

RESULTS Possible interventions 
for redesign of vacant 

building

Value-based 
redesign principles

CONCLUSIONS

Values and attributes 
of nature and vacant 

buildings

Values on 
nature

Emotional 
attachment

Place attachment 
hotspot map

Attributes of 
emotional 

attachment 

Importance 
of heritage 

Cultural 
significance

REDESIGN

Importance 
of nature 

Importance of 
community

Which values and 
attributes are 

more relevant to 
residents’ place 

attachment?

Photographic 
walking tour

How do elderly
 value nature?

How can values 
be used to bring 

people 
together?

How do those 
values and 

attributes enhance 
children’s 

well-being?

Nature attributes 
of emotional 
attachment 

Values of emotional 
attachment to 

nature 

Values on built 
environment

DIFFERENT 
GENERATIONS

1ste age 
group

2nd age 
group

3rd age 
group

4th age 
group

How can  the values on nature of different generations  influence  
the emotional attachment to Estação, Faro and support the 

redesign of a vacant building?

How does the younger generation feel emotionally attached to 
nature in Estação?
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Lack of green spaces 

Disconnection between the neighborhood and the Ria Formosa 
Natural Park 

Railway station and tracks causing a physical obstacle

Rapid renovation projects of vacant buildings might negatively 
affect the legibility of the neighborhood and the emotional 
attachment of the community

Problem statement

Green area 

Vacant buildings
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Photographic walking tour 

Identify the relationship between emotional attachment and natural 
elements in the area

Participants will take photos of natural elements to which they feel 
emotionally connected based on their memories 

Using ‘Wikiloc’ to track their route and location of the photos 

Methodology



11 Photographic walking tour
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Attributes Values

Very beautiful trees 
when they are in 
bloom, very smelly!

I would like to go 
“green” on the street.

This building causes 
sadness because it 
could have many types 
of use, however, it is 
abandoned. The street 
is very noisy due to the 
traffic.

First area of   natural 
shade on the route. It’s 
a shame it smells like 
garbage!

Nature always appears.

A beautiful part. It 
smells like the sea.

Urbanity is compatible 
with nature.

Peaceful feeling. Only 
the wind is heard.

Attributes Values Attributes Values
1.1 local

Results
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Positive emotional attachment

Greater emotional attachment to specific area with a higher 
concentration of greenery 

Results



14 Attribute city scape
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Positive
Economic use/non-use: potential of existing buildings 
Ecological spiritual: Awareness of biodiversity 
Social spiritual/emotional: Emotional attached 
Aesthetical conceptual: Beauty of nature 

Negative
Economic use/non-use: Insufficient accessibility of the area 
Ecological spiritual: Lack of maintencance of the current nature 
Social spiritual/emotional: Unsafe and abandoned area 

Values
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How can  the values on nature of different generations  influence  the 
emotional attachment to Estação, Faro and support the redesign 
of a vacant building?

The most important values for all generations are social, economic, 
and ecological. The highest overlaps are (social) emotional, collective, 
and (ecological) spiritual. These are linked to proposals connected to 
social gatherings and the relation between nature and the built 
environment.

How does the younger generation feel emotionally attached to 
nature in Estação?

The most important values on nature for the younger generation 
are ecological, aesthetical, economic, and social. By comparing the 
positive and negative attachment to nature with each other, this 
generation is aware of the potential that nature can have in their 
neighborhood and that they are not satisfied with the current 
state. Besides that, areas with a high concentration of natural 
attributes are considered places where people have a greater 
emotional attachment.

Conclusions



18

Values-based design
Part 2
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Pedestrian and bicycle bridge

Bicycle road

Main car road

Green embarkment

Integrated green in street

Green / healthy corridor (no cars)

Building plot area

Buildings selected for redesign

Urban master plan 



20Bridge



21 Location decision



22 Redesign plot



23 Current situation



24Building condition B1
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East West 

Building damage B1
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South North 
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Building damage B1
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Building damage B2

East West 
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Building damage B2

South North 
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Tidal flats 

Hoods and sand dunes 

Salt marshes 

Current biodiversity



33 Flora 



34Fauna 



35 Intervention matrix 



36 Functions and aims



37 Functions 
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Desired floorplan for functions
Daylight 

Connection to green platform 

Keep original industrial appearance 
Climatised boxes 

Daylight 
Nature-inclusive façade 

Demolish/built
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Nature-inclusive redesign
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Design a process: creating the right conditions

Nature-inclusive redesign
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Make complex and diverse designs: complexity and diversity 

Nature-inclusive redesign
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Design with nature, not against: elaborate further on the current situation

Nature-inclusive redesign
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Design the management: role of residents 

Nature-inclusive redesign
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Individual working Group meeting 

Flexible office spaces B1



45Flexible office spaces 



46Box-in-box principle B2
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Impact assessment 
Part 3
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How have the values ​​and attributes been integrated in the design 
and what could have been done better?

Impact assessment matrix 



49Impact assessment matrix 
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51 Creative studio spaces 
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55 SUP center
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58 Green platform 



59 Bridge 



60

�� ��� � ��

��
�

��
��

��
��

��
�

��
��

��
��

��

����������������
���
�	�����������������������
��
����
����������������������������

��
�	�

���������������������

��
������������������

�
������������������
���	�����

���
�
�����
����������������

 ��
�����������
�	­����
�	���
�
�	��������������������������

����
������������
������������
���
�����
����������

�
���	������

����������������

������������������������

������������������
�	���������������

������������������
�	��������������

����
�
�������
�������������
�����������
����������

������
�
�	�������������

��
��
�	�����������
���������������������

��������������
������
��������������������­�������������

���������
�����������
�	����������

�����������	�������������
����������

��
��
�	��������������������������

Materialisation B1
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Climate systems B1
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Climate systems B2
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