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How is our relationship with the dynamics of nature?
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Depoldered landscapes of Noordwaard



How can we live with the river?



Dordrecht as research by design site











Main research question
How can the dynamics of river delta landscape be integrated with the
urban landscape of Dordrecht as measure of water safety, to increase

climate resiliency and generate unique landscape qualities in the
urbanised delta?



Hypothesis





A reading from the past















A vision for the future



A connection w ith the river landscape outside of the d ike to  
le t the river dynam ics take over the polder landscape. 
Processes of sed im entation and erosion as well as fluctuating 
river water w ill transform  the polder landscape overtim e.



A living experience on em erg ing m arshy riverine landscapes 
where people can live close to  the b io log ica lly d iverse new  
grad ients in between land and water. The new  landscape w ill 
therefore becom es everybody’s backyard a ll the way towards 
the horizon.



An accessib le dynam ic landscapes where people can m ove 
through to visually and spatia lly experience the em erg ing 
ecologies. C lose to  the ground, on the grad ient, on top of 
d ikes, and viewpoints a llows d ifferent way to experience the 
landscape and a lways changing w ith the water level.



A restoration of the landscape structure and dynam ics of 
m arshy landscapes, m udfla ts, and land accretion which is 
d irectly influenced by the rivers and evoke the cu ltura l h istory 
of liv ing on the river and w ith the river.



Invite the river Establish new green & blue network Develop dynamic zones



Transformation into a dynamic landscape



Emerging Ecologies







Site in focus: Noordboven Polder





Water system



Spatial Structure



Relief



Accessibility





Phase 0: Existing Condition Phase 1: Groundworks 2020-2022 Phase 2: Connecting infrastructure 2022-2025





Phase 0: Existing Condition



Phase 1: Groundworks 2020-2022



Phase 2: Connecting infrastructure 2022-2025



Phase 3: Depoldering & natural processes 2025-2030



Phase 3: Depoldering & natural processes 2025-2030







Phase n: Occupation 2030-n



Phase n: Occupation 2030-n



Programmes

Dynamic zones

Green-blue network for
Noordboven polder



Landscape transformation for housing on dynamic zones



Landscape transformation for housing on dynamic zones







Landscape transformation for dynamic agriculture



Landscape transformation for dynamic agriculture



Landscape transformation for infrastructure and dike housing



Landscape transformation for infrastructure and dike housing



Landscape structure for riverbank gradient



Infrastructure as formal component and structuring agent



A resilient and dynamic future for Dordrecht



Let it Flood

Normal tidal regime 0,50-1,50 m NAP Annual high tide 1,5-2,20 m NAP Extreme water level >3,00m NAP






