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Introduction / Mario Ubilla, Horacio Torrent

Modern Futures: Sustainable Development and Cultural Diversity / Horacio Torrent

MODERN FUTURES

The Role of Technologies in the Modern Movement and in the Future of Docomomo International /
Uta Pottgiesser

The Role of Modern Architecture in Shaping Tomorrow / Ana Tostdes
Docomomo. Then, Now, and the Future / Maristella Casciato

Revaluing Docomomo / Huber Jan Hencket

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
A. ADAPTIVE REUSE: IMPROVING BY DESIGN

O1.ORIGINAL DESIGN INTENT, LAYERS OF HISTORY AND THE NEED FOR ADAPTATIONTO A
CHANGING WORLD

Chair: Scott Bruce Robertson
Original Design Intent, Layers of History and the Need for Adaptation to a Changing World / Scott Bruce Robertson

Decline of Department Stores and the Issue of “Third Places’ in German Inner-cities: Decline, Obsolescence and
Reuse Potentials / Anica Dragutinovic, Uta Pottgiesser

Adaptive Reuse of Modern Heritage: Attitudes in Relation with the Materiality of Déja la. Case Study of the
Citroén Garage (1934) Becoming Kanal (2018) / Chiara Fucelli

The Ocean Terminal Complex, Durban: The Search for Meaning in an Irrevocably Changed Context / Mike Scurr

Narrating the Layers of History: Exploring Temporal Changes and Practical Realities in School Building
Renovations /Meric Altintas Kaptan, Aslihan Unlu

The Weissenhof Estate from the Point of View of the State Research Society for Economics in Construction and
Housing (Reichsforschungsgesellschaft fiir Wirtschaftlichkeit im Bau- und Wohnungswesen, RFG) / Edyta Naworska

02.NOTABLE RENOVATIONS IN ORDINARY CONTEXTS

Chairs: Ana Carolina Pellegrini, Danilo Matoso Macedo
Notable Renovations in Ordinary Contexts / Danilo Matoso Macedo, Ana Carolina Pellegrini

A Church Changes Confession — a Transformation Project with Aesthetics between East and West in Munich
(1980-1995) / Korinna Zinovia Weber

Pinacoteca Contemporanea / Carlos Alberto Maciel, Paula Zasnicoff
‘West Bund Shanghai. Think Tank for Art / Jacopo Benedetti, Carlos Eduardo Comas

Corporate Architecture in Brussels: From Obsolescence to Heritagisation. La Royale Belge as case-study /
Jean-Marc Basyn

Preserving Through Transforming. Exploring the Conversion Processes of Emery Roth and Sons’ Post-War
Office Buildings in Manhattan into Residential Spaces / Caterina Barioglio, Elena Guidetti

03.TYPOLOGICAL EXERCISES AND THE SINGULARITY OF ITERATION

Chair: Maximiano Atria
Typological Exercises and the Singularity of Iteration / Maximiano Atria

The Confines in the Architectural Type Definition: The Modernity of Airport Terminals in the Extreme Regions of
Chile / Boris Cvitanic-Diaz, Claudio Galeno-Ibaceta

Flexibility in School Architecture: The 1970s Mat-Buildings of Recife, Brazil / Larissa Morgana Ledo Silva de
Sousa, Fernando Diniz Moreira

The Gasometer in Viena / Markus Tomaselli
Concrete Abstraction / Jorge Gambini

Researching, Dismantling, Rebuilding: The Work of Emilio Duhart Revealed by Intervening on the Herman
House / Loreto Lyon, Alejandro Beals
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B. WELLBEING FOR ALL: SPACES FOR INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE LIVING

04.EDUCATING MODERN CHILDREN

Chairs: Louise Noelle Gras Gas, Catherine Rose Ettinger

Educating Modern Children. Local Solutions and Standardised Construction / Louise Noelle Gras Gas, Catherine
Rose Ettinger

Learning through Experience: Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’s Pedagogy in Hannes Meyer’s Educational Building
Projects / Raquel Franklin Unkind

Infrastructures of Child-Care: Establishing the Modern Language of Zagreb’s Schools in the Agency of Ivan
Zemljak / Mia Roth-Cerina

Cheste Worker University: Designing a Modern Educational Center Tailored for Children / Fernando Usé Martin,
Maite Palomares Figueres
Pedagogical Experimentation and Modern Architecture: Experimental High Schools in Santiago, Chile / Ursula Exss

A Classroom to Change the World: The School Architecture of the Ministry of Public Works of Uruguay
(1954-1965) / Alfredo Peldez Iglesias

05.ADOPTION OF REUSE AND SUSTAINABLE CONSERVATION FOR EDUCATIONAL SPACES IN THE
MODERN ARCHITECTURE

Chairs: Zainab A. Murtadhawi, Ula Merie

Adaptive Reuse and Sustainable Conservation for Modern Educational Architecture / Zainab A. Murtadhawi,
Ula Merie

Repurposing Modern Heritage Schools in Kuwait: A Framework for Adaptive Reuse / Rabab Raes Kazem,
Naser Ashour

Ideas Behind the Form: Overlooked Qualities of the Experimental School in Bratislava / Nina BartoSova

Social Sustainability through Adaptive Reuse. Case study: Mt. Pleasant High School, USA / Armita Eghbali,
Maya Weber

School Architecture and Adaptive Reuse: The Case of the Inmaculada Concepcién School / Verénica Esparza Saavedra

Collaborative Redesign of Modern Schools: Rethinking Spaces of Coimbra Lyceum / Gongalo Canto Moniz, Jodo
Mendes Ribeiro, Carolina Coelho, Pedro Brigida, Duarte Miranda, Valentina Gutiérrez

06.HEALTHCARE COMPLEXES: THE FUTURES OF MODERN URBAN ENCLAVES

Chairs: Claudio Galeno-Ibaceta, Ana A. Amora
Healthcare Complexes: The Futures of Modern Urban Enclaves / Claudio Galeno-Ibaceta, Ana A. Amora
The Power of Adaptation: The Convertion of a Teaching Hospital into a Justice Complex / Ivo Renato Giroto
Paimio Sanatorium — The Masterpiece in Change / Jonas Malmberg

Obsolescence and Vulnerability of Modern Hospital Heritage. The Challenge of Rural Psychiatric Hospitals in
Mexico / Ivan San Martin Cérdova

Lelé’s Architecture of Care: The Sarah Kubitschek Hospitals as a Strategy for Birth Centres and Healthcare Spaces /
Carla Zollinger

The Instituto de Puericultura e Pediatria Martagdo Gesteira (IPPMG). Between Glory and Risk / Helio Herbst

C. SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGIES: RESEARCH INTO ACTION

07.CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND BUILT HERITAGE: OBSOLESCENCE, CIRCULARITY, INSTRUMENTS AND
FUTURE

Chairs: Renato D’ Alencon, Dominga Teillery

Circular Economy and Built Heritage: Obsolescence, Circularity, Instruments and Future / Renato D’ Alencon,
Dominga Teillery

Stubborn Architecture: Preindustrial Principles of Slowing Building Material Use in the Use-Stage / Tobias
Hentzer Dausgaard

Everyday Residential Heritage and Circularity: Potential and Limitations of Docomomo Full Documentation Fiches
/ Claudia Massioni, Wido Quist, Roberto Cavallo

Assessing the Environmental Impact: Office Building Reuse as a Sustainable Alternative to Demolition / Taylor
Rose Quibell, Mario Santana Quintero

Curtains for Crown Hall: A Bioplastic Adaptation / Ryan Leigh Roark
Has Fossil Modernism Led us to a Dead End? / Wolfgang H. Salcher
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08.CONCRETE LONG-SPAN BUILDINGS’ ADAPTIVE REUSE: SUSTAINABLE RETHINKING OF PUBLIC
ARCHITECTURE AND INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE

Chairs: Francesco Romeo, Giovanni Multari

Concrete Long-Span Buildings’ Adaptive Reuse: Sustainable Rethinking of Public Architecture and Industrial
Heritage / Francesco Romeo, Giovanni Multari

What if? Open Questions and Design Scenarios on the Upcycling of Long-Span Structural Components from
20th Century Authorial Architecture / Alberto Bologna, Margherita Maurea

Vilnius Concert and Sports Palace — Transformation of the Preservation Approach / Ausra Cernauskiené

Methodological Approaches Through the Use of Advanced Information Systems (BIM-GIS and CDE) for the
Management and Valorisation of 20"-Century Industrial Heritage / Antonio Maria Nese

Re-inhabiting the Modern Factory: The Former Milk Plant by Luigi Cosenza / Francesco Iuliano, Lorenzo Renzullo

The Marchiondi Spagliardi Institute and the Marxer Institute: Good Practices for the Care of Reinforced Concrete
and New Forms of Dialogue with Existing Spaces / Bianca Maria Rodriguez, Chiara Assante

09. PREFABRICATION IN REINFORCED CONCRETE AND INTERNATIONAL TRANSFERS DURING THE
TWENTIETH-CENTURY

Chairs: Pedro Ignacio Alonso
Towards a History of International Transfers in Large-Concrete Panel Systems / Pedro Ignacio Alonso

The Birth of Stavoprojekt, a Socialist Attempt to Collectivise Design Practice and Standardise Buildings and
Technology / Petr Vorlik

Transposing the Discourse of Industrialised Construction in Housing Between Lisbon and Luanda During the
1970s / Inés Lima Rodrigues

The Role of Prefabrication in Housing Construction in the 1970s in China: The Case of Diplomatic Residential
Compounds in Beijing / Yimei Zhang

Exporting Soviet Monumental Art from Soviet Tashkent to Europe and Siberia: The Works of Alexander, Nikolai
and Pyotr Jarsky between 1969 and 1999 / Philipp Meuser

D. BETTER CITIES: APPROACHES TO MODERN VALUES

10.RESHUFFLING URBAN LAND: MODERN IDEAS FOR NEW URBAN MORPHOLOGIES

Chairs: Francisco Diaz, Marco Trisciuoglio
Reshuffling Urban Land: Modern Ideas for New Urban Morphologies / Francisco Diaz, Marco Trisciuoglio

The Drivers and Outcomes of the Urban Renewal in Oklahoma City: Looking Back, Looking Forward / Selena
Bagnara Milan

Building the Model City of Socialism: Post-WWII Reconstruction of Nemiga Street in Minsk, Belarus /
Dasha Kuletskaya

CIAM Young Generation’s Ideas of the Street as a Tool to Question Conventional Hierarchies of Postwar Spatial
Structuring / Elena Giaccone

Alternative Cities. The PEVE Programme, Mass Housing Proposals, and Urban Form Transitions in 1970s
Argentina / Santiago Gomes

The Lot in Modern Architecture Urban Planning: The Case of Brasilia Pilot Plan’s Central Sectors, 1957 /
Helena Bender

11.‘INFORMAL MODERNISMS: URBAN DESIGN, PLANNING NARRATIVES, AND NEW CITIES

Chairs: Kuukuwa O Manful, Emmanuel Kusi Ofori-Sarpong

‘Informal’ Modernisms: Urban Design, Planning Narratives, and New Cities / Kuukuwa O Manful,
Emmanuel Ofori-Sarpong

Palmas (TO): Contradictions among the Ways of Living in a New City’s Block / Mariana Verdolin dos Santos
The Work Encampment: A Utopia by Rodrigo Lefevre / Ana Carolina Buim Azevedo Marques, Ana Paula Koury

Socialist Practice of Modern Planning in the 1950s’China: the Case Study of Minhang Satellite Town and the
Associated Rural Planning Project / Pengcheng Zeng

Narratives-Within a Narration: Bridging Modernism and Cultural Identity in African Literature and Architecture /
Ntetleng Orepa Mosidi

Between the Musseque and the Neighbourhood Unit: Spotting “Compagnons de route” Architectures in Luanda
(1961-1975) / Ana Vaz Milheiro, Leonor Matos Silva
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12. THE NATURAL HOUSE IN THE MODERN CITY: IDEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES, TECHNICAL DEVICES AND
URBAN PROJECTS

Chairs: Joaquin Medina, Horacio Torrent

The Natural House in the Modern City: Ideological Principles, Technical Devices and Urban Projects / Horacio Torrent,
Joaquin Medina

The Growing City. The Hybrid Character of Nature in Schwagenscheidt’s Raumstadt Concept / Moran Lev

From Eden to Babylon. The role of Nature in Lima’s Neighbourhood Units / Sharif S. Kahatt

Modern Housing Production on the Axis of Industry: The Expanding Boundaries of Istanbul / Yildiz Salman, Burak Ozturk
Villages, Houses and Gardens. Catholicism’s Contribution to Social Housing in Uruguay / Mary Mendez

Devices for the Perception of Nature. Richard Neutra’s Suburban Single-Family Houses / Matthias Brunner

E. CONTEMPORARY LIFE AND THE MODERN PUBLIC SPACES

13.ADAPTING MODERN PUBLIC SPACE TO ACTUAL NEEDS

Chairs: Elke Schlack, Juliane Von Hagen
Adapting Modern Public Space to Actual Needs / Elke Schlack, Juliane Von Hagen
Take the Heat: Adapting Modern Public Space to Accommodate Older Adults’ Needs / Ana Martins, Gisela Lameira,

Ana Silva Fernandes, Rui Jorge Garcia Ramos

Public Space for Childhood, Art and Biodiversity in Burle Marx’s Plaza Perd in Buenos Aires: Between
Documenting and Demolishing or Restoring and Rebuilding / Martin Capeluto

Redefining the Role of Public Space as an Urban Connector in the Lord Cochrane Housing Complex in Vifia del Mar
/ Anna Braghini

Open Spaces in Modernist Housing Complexes: Urban Ambiance in Three Cases of Santiago de Chile / Ximena Arizaga
Adapting a Brussels Urban Regeneration Tool to the Specific Characteristics of a Large Social Housing Estate.

The Case of the Sustainable Neighbourhood Contract (CQD) Peterbos / Morgane Bos, Giulia Marino, Alexandre
Bossard, Chiara Cavalieri

14.COMMUNITY LIFE AND MANAGEMENT OF NEIGHBOURHOOD UNITS

Chairs: Flavia Brito Nascimento, Umberto Bonomo
Community Life and Management of Neigbourhood Units / Umberto Bonomo, Flavia Brito Nascimiento

The Implementation of the Salvador Residential Complex: From Modern Conception to the Contemporary
Appropriation of its Common Spaces / Joaquim Nunes Junior, Ana Carolina Bierrenbach, Aline Maria Barroso

Just Patios Make Cities? A Review of the Town Planning Associates Project in Maracaibo, Venezuela / Andrea Castro
Marcucci, Daniel Belandria Gutiérrez

The Empart I Housing Complex in Iquique, Chile. Collective Housing in a Desert Landscape / Victor Valenzuela-Grollmus
Re-negotiating Modernity: Appropriation and Everyday Life at Centro Urbano Antonio Narifio in Bogotd, Colombia
(Liliana Andrea Clavijo Garcia

Social Housing and Urban Ideals: A Case Study of Quito, Ecuador / Verénica Vaca Proaio, Néstor Llorca Vega,
Enrique Ferreras Cid

15.RE-EXAMINING THE MODERNIST CIVIC BUILDINGS FROM THE “GLOBAL SOUTH”

Chairs: Ying Zhou, Cecilia L. Chu
Civicness and Tropicality: Re-examining the Modernist Civic Buildings from the “Global South” / Ying Zhou

Urban Textured Paintings: Exploring Chen Chi-Kwan’s High-Rise Modern Architecture and Overall Ink Paintings
from the “Global South” / Ning Tsai

Architecture for Children: Colonial Architects, Climate Design and Enduring Nursery Buildings (1957-1964) / Ana
Vaz Milheiro / Beatriz Serrazina, Inés Lima Rodrigues

Between Tropicality and Modernism: Exploring Robert G. Boughey’s Architectural Synthesis in the Global South /
Fatema Tasmia

Flexible Architecture for New Education: Nordic Institute for Development Management (IDM) in Tanzania /
Maryia Rusak

F. LANDSCAPES AND TERRITORIES OF THE MODERN: TODAY AND TOMORROW

16.POST-INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPES: PROJECTING VALUES AND USES FOR NEW LIFE CYCLES IN THE
ANTHROPOCENE

Chair: Osvaldo Moreno
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Post-industrial Landscapes: Projecting Values and Uses for New Life Cycles in the Anthropocene /
Osvaldo Moreno

Spring Bay Mill; The Transformation of a Peculiar Modern Industrial Heritage Site / Ross Brewin

Modern Pre-existing Structures and Urban Renewal: Cristina Xavier’s Intervention at the Headquarters of O2
Filmes / Monica Junqueira de Camargo

‘Working on the Landscapes of Labour Between Ancient and Modern: Pin-point Projects for Industrial
Archaeology in Tivoli / Edoardo Curra, Spartaco Paris, Carlo Vannini, Andrea Bonamore

Modernism on the Post-Industrial Riverfront: Heritage Site or Obsolete Relic? / Elizabeth M. Keslacy

The Social Construction of Post-industrial Heritage Values in Poblenou: New Urban Landscape Visions / Melina
Guirnaldos Diaz

17.RADICAL ROOF GARDENS: DREAM SPACES OF SOCIAL COHESION AND PRIVATE RETREAT

Chairs: Nathaniel Robert Walker, Joseph Watson

Radical Roof Gardens: Dream Spaces of Social Cohesion and Private Retreat / Joseph Michael Watson,
Nathaniel Robert Walker

Caipiras’ Roof Gardens in Rio de Janeiro / Silvana Nicolli
The Itamaraty Palace Roof Garden and a Possible Image of Brazil / Ana Paula Polizzo
One Thousand and One Flights: A Rooftop Airport Oasis in the Arabian Desert / Joss Kiely

A nocturnal roof garden for spectacles. The Luminous Ship by Carles Buigas / David Caralt

18. MODERN HERITAGE AND URBAN PRODUCTION

Chair: Magdalena Vicuiia
Modern Heritage and Urban Production / Magdalena Vicufia

Addressing the Modernist Legacy Through the Historical Townscape: Re-evaluating Public Architecture of the
1970s-1980s in Ghent (Belgium) / Evert Vandeweghe

Modern Urban Landscape: Traces of Identity, Vectors of Sustainability. The Case of the Matthei Neighbourhood
in Osorno / Hugo Weibel Ferndndez

Sun, Space, Greenery and Global Warming. The Potential of the Modern Housing Landscape in Climate Change
Mitigation / Rodrigo Gertosio Swanston

Urban Values Heritage: Gilberto Gatto Sobral’s Modern Architecture in Cuenca, Ecuador / Paola Preti, Fernanda
Aguirre, Veronica Heras

Architecture of the Property State: Public Ownership of Land & the Production of the Built Environment in Post-
Independence Singapore / Jacob Meyers

19. MODERNISM AND DIPLOMACY: PAYING IT FORWARD AT U.S. EMBASSIES (ROUND TABLE)

Chairs: Kathleen Gerner, Jorge Salcedo
Modernism and Diplomacy: Paying it Forward at U.S. Embassies / Jorge Salcedo

Case Study: The Major Rehabilitation and Expansion of the U.S. Embassy in Athens Greece, Originally Designed
by Walter Gropius (1959-1961) / Kathleen Gerner

A Case Study in Modernism and Diplomacy: The Major Rehabilitation and Restoration of the Brutalist U.S.
Embassy in Montevideo, Uruguay, Originally Designed by I.M. Pei (1959-1969) / Troy Thompson

Case Study: Historic Intent and the Renovation of Eduardo Catalano’s U.S. Embassy in Buenos Aires / Juan Villafafie

Maintaining Cultural History and Meeting 21st Century Expectations — Embassy in Montevideo as Example for
Major Diplomatic Renovations / Frederick J. Poehler

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

A. RESEARCH AND DISSEMINATION AS OPEN FIELDS

20.ENGAGED RESEARCH: EXPLORING AND STRUGGLING FOR THE ARCHITECTURE OF WELFARE STATES

Chairs: Peter Szalay, Henrieta Moravcikova

Engaged research: Exploring and Struggling for the Architecture of Welfare States / Peter Szalay, Henrieta
Moravcikova

Continuity and Transformation of Post-War Modernist Architecture: The Case Study of the Former Communist
Party Headquarters in KoSice, Slovakia / Monika Kicova

Away from Nostalgia: A New Approach for the Forgotten Welfare State Industrial Facilities / Maximiano Atria
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Wider than Welfare: Industry, Infrastructure and Eradication / Richard Brook
The Aylesbury Estate: Shifting Narratives on Urban Renewal / Lucia Concetta Vincelli, James Aston Lansbury
Architectural Conservation and Political Resilience: The 2023 Attack on the Palace of Congress in Brasilia / Danilo
Matoso Macedo, Ana Carolina Pellegrini
21.INTERDISCIPLINARY APROACHES
Chair: Paulo Dam
Transdisciplinary Approaches in the Construction of the Modern: Peru as a Quest / Paulo Dam

Margarete Schiitte-Lihotzky’s Innovative Schools: The Modern Revolution of Objects / Mara Sdnchez Llorens,
Fermina Garrido Lépez

Libeskind House: The Construction of a Modern Ambience Trough the Protagonism of Joaquim Tenreiro’s Work /
Luciana Tombi Brasil

Digital Documentation Workflows and Training for the Conservation and Planning of Niki de Saint Phalle’s Tarot
Garden / Mario Santana Quintero, Flavia Perugini

The Link Between Architecture and Psychology in Japan: Yoshinobu Ashihara’s Landscape Theory / Zahra

Ramezani, Kenji Watanabe

22. MODERN MOVEMENT AS A MEDIUM FOR EXPRESSION AND AS A DISSEMINATION TOOL IN
AUDIOVISUAL MEDIA
Chairs: Susana Landrove Bossut, Sara Pérez Barreiro

Modern Movement as a Medium for Expression and as a Dissemination Tool in Audiovisual Media / Susana
Landrove Bossut, Sara Pérez Barreiro

Stimulating Historical Identity through Alternative Media / Emma Veronese

Towards a New Metropolis: The Machinist Utopia in Urbanism and Cinema / Luciano de Topin Ribeiro
Experiences of Modern Space in the Central Valley of Chile / Glenn Deulofeu

Exploring Late-Modernist Domesticity in a Wooden Flexible House Versus a Concrete Brutalist House / Els De Vos

Parafictions of the Glitched Estate in Central Hill / Alessandro Columbano

B. SCOPE OF MODERN: EXTENTS AND APPROACHES

23.BEYOND MODERNISM
Chair: Lidwine Spoormans

Beyond Modernism / Lidwine Spoormans
Portuguese Architecture in the 1980s: Into a Dreamlike Everyday Life / Jorge Figueira
Irony and Experimentation in Jaretti and Luzi’s Architecture (1960-1974) / Maria Luisa Barelli, Davide Rolfo
Parque Guinle Post-Modern? / Nathalia Cantergiani, Mara Eskinazi, Monica Luce Bohrer
French New Towns: Last Avatar of the Welfare State or New Avant-Garde Proposals? / Catherine Blain
Modernism and Countercultural Architecture: Not Exactly a Neat Cut-Off / Elena Poma, Franz Graf
24. MONUMENTAL MODERNISM: LEGACY OR WASTE?
Chairs: Claudia Costa Cabral, Fernando Diez
Monumental Modernism: Legacy or Waste / Claudia Costa Cabral, Fernando Diez

Housing Problem in Italy and Large-Scale Buildings in Second Half of the 20" Century. A Fragile Heritage /
Francesca Albani

Mending Wall — Continuity in the Modernist City: Interpreting Smallbrook Ringway Centre, Birmingham /
Michael Dring

New Old London: Modern Large-Scale Housing for the Traditional City / Jaime Silva, Ana Tostdes
Ibirapuera Gymnasium: Renewal of Use, Private Concession and Preservation in Sdo Paulo / Renato Anelli
Revisiting Merihaka’s Parking Structures P1 and P2 / Karita Rytivaara
25.BEYOND CIAM: TRANSNATIONAL NETWORKS OF LATE MODERNISM
Chairs: Marta Garcia Carbonero, Brett Tippey
Beyond CIAM: Transnational Networks of Late Modernism / Marta Garcia Carbonero, Brett Tippey

Situated and Creative. Two Acts on Housing Design, Participation, and Methods in Latin American Late Modernism

/ Guido Campi
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Exploring Beyond Borders: The Significance of Pequerios Congresos in the Valuation of Spanish Architecture /
Ana Esteban Maluenda

From Valparaiso to Vancouver: Pan-American Networks and Poetic Visions of a Unified America / Oscar
Andrade Castro

Unveiling Post-Independence Discourse of Modern Indian Architecture: Insights from Design Magazine (1957) /
Pappal Suneja

Prishtina Shunning Critique: Yugoslavia’s Encounter with the Radical Architecture Movement / Edmond Drenogllava

C. THEORIES AND HISTORIES IN TIMES OF CONTROVERSY
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26.AUTHENTICITY IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Chairs: France Vanlaethem, Eve Wertheimer
Authenticity in the Face of Climate Change / France Vanlaethem, Eve Wertheimer
Preserving Authenticity after Seismic Retrofit and Reuse in Japan / Toru Ajisaka

Bridging Cultural Significance and Risk Assessment: Compared Analysis from Conservation Management Plans
in Portugal and Cuba (1960-1966) / Teresa Cunha Ferreira, Davide Del Curto, Pedro Murilo de Freitas, Andrea
Garzulino, Rui Fernandes Pévoas

A Comprehensive Framework to Increase Modelling Credibility in Modern Buildings Energy Simulations. The
Case Study of Chauderon Complex Fagade by Jean Prouvé in Lausanne (1969-1974) / Giuseppe Galbiati, Franz
Graf, Giulia Marino

The Sustainable Shine Dome: Toward a Sustainability Plan for the National Heritage Listed Australian Academy of
Science Building / Michael Jasper, Tracy Ireland

27.NONCANONICAL CURATORIAL NARRATIVES. RETHINKING THE ROLE OF THE ARCHITECTURE
EXHIBITION

Chairs: Maria Cristina Cabral, Ana Esteban Maluenda
Curatorial Narratives: Rethinking the Role of the Exhibition / Maria Cristina Cabral, Ana Esteban Maluenda

Presenting Architecture, the Archive and Microhistories: The Opening Exhibition of the New Home of Hungarian
Architecture / Agnes Anna Sebestyén

A New Period Eye: Learning to See Venezuela’s Modernity with Docomomo Venezuela Exhibitions / Frank Alcock

Beyond Modernism: Curatorial Clashes and Transformations in 1983 Portuguese Architectural Exhibitions / Ana
Neiva

War’s Toll of Italian Heritage: Unveiling Italy’s Postwar Reconstruction through Transnational Exhibitions / Jiayao
Jiang

Contested Modernities: Architecture and Propaganda in the Exposi¢do Nacional do Estado Novo (Rio de Janeiro,
1938) / Catarina Flaksman

28.REMAPPING MODERNISMS: CONTEMPORARY DEBATES

Chairs: Ruth Verde Zein, Patricia Santos Pedrosa
Remapping Modernisms: Contemporary Debates / Ruth Verde Zein, Patricia Santos Pedrosa

The Narrative Triad of Nikolaus Pevsner: Recognising the Content Profile and Structure of the Book Pioneers of
Modern Design | Tais Ossani

Lina Bo Bardi: the Bad and the Ugly - Contemporary Formal Problems / Patricia Pereira Martins
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ABSTRACT

The interpretation of what modern ideas and modern architecture mean varies significantly
across different regions and historical contexts. At the same time, definitions of modernity and
modern architecture evolve over time, reflecting cultural, social, and political contemporary
challenges. This paper explores the architectural project of the professional school and
headquarters of L’Union Féministe Egyptienne (UFE) in Cairo, to reflect on how modern
articulations of architectural design programs intersected with ideals of first wave feminism
and their local expressions. Founded by Egyptian feminist Huda Sha’arawi and her peers in
1923, the UFE successfully established its headquarters and a vocational school on Kasr-al-
Aini street in Cairo by 1932, realized through the designs of Egyptian architect Moustapha
Fahmy. Based on archival information from the UFE mouthpiece, L’Egyptienne — a monthly
on feminism, sociology and art — this paper primarily investigates the rationale behind the
design and construction of the union’s headquarters. As a journalist and a member of the
UFE, Ceza Nabarawi, described the building in 1932 in L’Egyptienne: “For it is not only
the purely artistic monuments that should hold our attention, but everything - ancient or
modern - that has been erected with the noble purpose of alleviating human suffering and
contributing to the enrichment and progress of civilization”. From this particular case study,
the discussion seeks to contribute to remapping modernisms from a feminist and postcolonial
perspective that considers, makes visible, and values women’s contribution to the history
of the built environment, also in North Africa. Lastly, this paper traces the recent history
of the building and its transformations over the preceding years, adding to the discourse on
the public perception of modernist landmarks in the Middle East and beyond, as well as the
challenges of maintaining historical narratives for these structures to ensure their conservation

and preservation for future generations.
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1. INTRODUCTION

“For it is not only the purely artistic monuments that should hold
our attention, but everything - ancient or modern - that has been
erected with the noble purpose of alleviating human suffering and

contributing to the enrichment and progress of civilization™'

The notion of modernity and what it means to be modern, has been
interpreted differently across various regions and historical periods. The
exploration of the story of the construction of the headquarters of the
Egyptian Feminist Union [L’Union Féministe Egyptienne (UFE)] in Cairo
during the 1930’s contributes to documenting the architectural representations
of social movements which often claimed to promote “modernization” —
especially the women’s movement. Founded by Egyptian feminist Huda
Sha’arawi and her peers, the UFE building in the center of Cairo stands as
a symbol of both architectural innovation and feminist ideals in the early
20th century. From the intimate gatherings where revolutionary ideas took
root to the relatively opulent scale of the UFE’s building, this research traces
the journey of feminist thought and its spatial manifestation within Egypt
in the first decades of the 20th century, aiming to make visible the often-
overlooked contributions of women to the built environment in the Middle
East, while also contemplating the challenges of preserving these landmarks
for future generations in the face of changing social values, surging real-estate
market prices and inefficient heritage preservation policies. To achieve this,
the research firstly presents the spatial transition of emancipatory ideas from
private salons to the metropolis, towards the activism of Huda Sha’arawi and
the proposal to establish the UFE headquarters, as a social and architectural
response to the need of bringing feminist issues on a public scale. The second
part focuses on the architectural project designed by architect Moustapha
Fahmy, aiming to explore the notions of modern society and architectural
ideals within the Cairene society at that time. All in all, the research
emphasizes the necessity of broadening the notions of modernity to reveal
the histories of visionary women in architecture and society.

2. THE [SPATIAL] TRANSITION OF IDEAS: FROM SALONS TO
THE PUBLIC

2.1. HUDA SHA’ARAWI AND ’UNION FEMINISTE EGYPTIENNE

Egyptian feminism after the 1919 Revolution represented a continuation

, of actions undertaken in earlier decades, setting the basis for the formation
1. Ceza Nabaroui, “LEcole
Professionnnelle et Ménangere de
I’Union Féminsite Egyptienne.” (1879-1947) occupies a central position, being strongly influenced by her
L’Egyptienne 8,no. 77 (February
1932):5-10.

of women’s organizations in the 1920s.? In this context, Huda Sha’arawi

mentor, French intellectual Eugenie Le Brun in the 1890s. Sha’arawi was

a significant figure practicing salon culture, where Egyptian upper-class
2. Beth Baron, The Women's

Awakening in Egypt (New Haven 3 . .
& London: Yale University Press sphere.’ In the early 1920s, the meetings became more massing. Her

1994),3. influential leadership led her and her peers to establish the UFE in 1923.

women organized lectures and discussed public matters in the private
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Despite the accomplishments of the UFE, as Liina Mustonen has written
referring to the work of Sania Lanfranchi, Huda Sha’arawi faced difficulties
in bridging the gap between her privileged status as an upper-class Egyptian
woman and the broader societal issues faced by the working class.* However,
contemporary feminists perceive their historical legacy as an intrinsic
component of the nation’s identity since Sha’arawi resisted appropriation
by both the hyper-masculine authoritarian state and sought transnational
feminist alliances with women from the global North.> As a prove, in March
1919, she led the largest women’s demonstration against the British colonial
state and the success of the march prompted the establishment of the Wafdist
Women’s Central Committee (WWCC) in 1920.

On the other hand, the UFE was criticized for attempting to impose
Western-style modernization on Egyptian women ? who were influenced by
pacifist feminist western figures such as Margery Corbett Ashby, Germaine
Malaterre-Sellier, Christine Bakker von Bosse or Rosa Manus. However, it
could be argued that even if Huda Sha’arawi did not initially emphasize the
differences between Arab and Western women with the aim of establishing
female networks of alliance, she anchored her feminist discourse in a
progressive Islamic voice to articulate a new feminism within an Islamic
context.” This is evident in her subsequent activism beyond the establishment
of the UFE. In 1938, Sha’arawi organised the Eastern Women’s Conference to
bolster connections between Palestinian women and the broader Arab feminist
movement. In 1944, Sha’arawi led the Arab Women’s Congress in Cairo, and
in 1945, she became the founding president of the Arab Feminist Union.? She
died in 1947, without observing how Egyptian constitutions of 1956 and 1962
guaranteed equal opportunities to all Egyptians —at least in a theoretical sense.’

2.2. FROM SALONS TO THE UFE HEADQUARTERS

The UFE was established for both international and national reasons,
aligning with women from around the globe in their advocacy for equality,
social and political rights, moral upliftment, the protection of children and
the abolition of “houses of tolerance”.! In its first years the UFE participated
in international congresses held in in Rome,"" Graz, Paris, Amsterdam,
Geneve and Berlin between 1923-29. The UFE demands included equality in
education, setting the minimum age for marriage at 16 years and reforming
marriage and divorce laws. In 1925, they established their monthly magazine
L’Egyptienne, and twelve years later, in 1937 its bimonthly “younger sister”
Al Masria, published in Arabic.'> The UFE headquarters building stood in
1932 as the culmination of nine years of effort. Yet, the UFE also lacked
consistent broad-based support and sympathy, facing instead, “the hostility
of certain circles to the ideas of progress and emancipation.”"

Members of the he UFE operated through other buildings before
establishing its headquarters in Kasr-al-Aini Street."* Once the war ended
and the nationalist movement became strong, Egyptian women that had
fought together with men for peace and equality, finally funded the UFE
on the eve of the International Congress in Rome in March 1923, affiliating
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to the “Alliance Internationale des Femmes pour le Suffrage”. To fulfil
its aim of assisting the masses of women they located a “modest” space
in Al-Sayeda Zeinab in Cairo: a dispensary, to assist sick women and
children, and a workshop, where both female and male teachers taught basic
notions of Arabic, French, arithmetic, hygiene, dressing, religion, sewing,
manual works, tapestry work and “tricotage”. Although the UFE claimed
to the government for the acceptance of young women in all grades of
education, this remained distant from becoming a reality in the academic
realm where in 1922 enrolled boys were still four times more than girls.'®
The transformation of the workshop model into a professional school was
therefore one of their pivotal goals, leading them to name their headquarters
building L’Ecole Professsionelle et Ménangeére de I’UFE. In the meantime,
at the dispensary, the amount of voluntary work was commendable; treating
a total of 18,830 women and children during the years 1927 and 1928."
Thus, this space was not enough to fulfil the UFE ambitions.

The aim of the UFE with this new building was “to reinforce the feminine
solidarity that must exist between the different class societies.”'® However,
the classes were still segregated between affluent and non-affluent young
women. They secured the collaboration of the Ministry of Public Instruction
to ensure that the future school would be tuition-free and provide free books
and materials' and got granted a plot. Architect Moustapha Fahmy, who
had experience in working with civil organisations, was offered the project.
After nine years of fund-raising in a context of huge international crisis, in
Spring 1931 Huda Sha’arawi placed the first stone.® The building was built
in 10 months, and “feminists from diverse careers” such as “men of letters,
journalists, lawyers, doctors and notables” gathered during the opening
ceremony on April 7%, 1932, in what the media named: “La Maison de la
Femme.””' The UFE had intended to engrave this message on the facade of
the building, but due to significant public objection, ultimately did not do it.?,
Sha’arawi stated: “This day is one of the happiest of our association as it marks
anew page in the annals of the national evolution of the Egyptian women.”

3. MOUSTAPHA FAHMY, THE UFE’S HEADQUARTERS AND BEYOND
3.1. MOUSTAPHA FAHMY AND THE UFE’S HEADQUARTERS (1932)

As researched by Mercedes Volait,?* the Fahmy family, spanning four
generations and multiple continents, has left a notable mark in architecture.
Mahmoud Fahmy (1856-1924) received one-year training in France and
developed a unique position following an itinerary of technical expertise and
political function in engineering career. His son, Moustapha Fahmy (1886-
1972), followed a similar path, with a career primarily focused on public
works but with broader international engagements. Having graduated from
the Special School of Public Works of Paris (ESTP) in 1912, Moustapha was
one of the founding members of the Society of Egyptian Architects in 1917
and became the first Egyptian professor to teach architecture at the Polytechnic
School of Cairo in 1923. In 1948, he contributed to establish the Egyptian
section of the International Union of Architects (UIA), which established itself
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to represent the profession in the Middle East. His architectural works ranged
from public buildings to buildings developed by civil associations, such as the
hospital for the Muslim Benevolent Association (1932) and the headquarters
of the doctor’s syndicate (1940) as part of Egypt’s alleged “modernization
process”.” The UFE headquarters was also designed in this context.
Following Fahmy’s designs, the UFE headquarters was built on Kasr-al-
Aini street in Cairo by 1932 (Fig. 1). This move signified a transition from
their former model of working-class districts’ workshop and clinic to an
architectural symbol of the movement. The school, envisioned by wealthy
class women for their working-class peers, aimed to train them in feminised
manual jobs such as cooking or sewing, while also offering spaces for public
encounter, including conferences and annual parties. The two-floor building
also included multiple offices and “salons”, as well as a grand conference hall
with a podium, an exhibition shop and childcare facilities for working women.
The main two floor plans were published in L’Egyptienne in February
1932 (Fig. 2). The first floor included two magazines in the two corners of the
front facade, and the main spaces of the school including offices, rooms for
sports, toilets, and the biggest room, the refectory. The second floor hosted the
“grand conference hall” and its podium, more offices, classrooms, and toilets,
with two salons on both sides of the main entrance, facing the front facade.
The entire setup represented the tangible realisation of spaces designed to
contribute to women’s emancipation in line with the UFE’s main concerns.

3.2. “MODERN” ACHIEVEMENTS AT THE UFE’S HEADQUARTERS
At the UFE’s Headquarters, the private became more explicitly political,
and public achievements in relation to “modern” civilization were constantly
highlighted. Notably, students’ works were showcased and sold at exhibits
in Cairo in 1926 and 1931, as well as at the International Exhibition in Liege
in 1930. By 1933, the school boasted a total of 150 students over the age
of 12, with a preparatory class dedicated to orphans aged 10. Additionally,
significant strides were made in the fight for women’s admission to
universities. That year, the UFE celebrated the first female laureates from
the University, recognising them as the “names of modern Egypt” across
faculties such as Humanities, Sciences, Medicine, and European Universities,
literally marking a “joyful effect in the evolution of the modern Egypt” . It is
clear that for their members, the UFE represented Egyptian modern ideals, as
did their building. Thus, what constituted modernity in Cairo in the 1930s?
As James L. Gelvin has written, the concept of “modernity” has been
a fixture in the lexicon of social sciences for centuries. Originating in the
eighteenth century, European and North American scholars distinguished
between societies deemed “civilized,” having achieved modernity, and
those perceived as lagging on the path to civilization. Modern societies were
characterized by a replication of the European experience, assuming that
the trajectory of European society and its form of modernity could serve
as a universal model. In this context, throughout the nineteenth century,
the Middle East experienced significant socio-economic, and cultural
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Figure 2: Floorplans of architect
Moustapha Fahmy’s design
forthe UFE in Cairo, Egypt,
published in UEgyptienne 8,no. 77
(February 1932): 5-10.

Figure 3: Moustapha Fahmy’s
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John Hanna, May 2024.
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transformations, often through defensive developmentalism, such as rulers
adopting European governance methods alongside the influence of (in this
case, both British and French) imperialism.” Yet, as the history of the UFE
Headquarters demonstrates, along with the lives and work of Moustapha
Fahmy and Huda Sha’arawi, Egyptian modernity transitioned from an
intellectual movement to a socio-political project, with anti-imperialist
ideas permeating its very establishment by local elites—the same elites who
constructed architecture as the material embodiment of modernism.

Still, the prevailing notion of [European] modern heritage might have
influenced the recent history and preservation of the UFE’s building,
shaping its transformations over the preceding years (Fig. 3). Presently,
the discourse on the public perception of modernist landmarks in the Middle
East and beyond might overlook buildings like the UFE Headquarters.
However, its significance is probably greater than commonly thought.

4. BEING MODERN, BUILDING MODERN
Huda Sha’arawi’s transition from private salons to the public arena
represents a spatial transgression of feminist concerns in Cairo. In this
context, examining the history and narratives surrounding the UFE
Headquarters not only prompts us to reconsider the notion of modernism
through feminist and decolonial lenses but also invites reflection on
the diverse manifestations of modernity across geographical contexts,
particularly in discussions regarding the preservation of historical spaces.
In the process, the experience of researching the history and stories
surrounding the UFE Headquarters reveals the current urgency of
documenting buildings that have actively been built to pursue the ideals of
social justice, prosperity, and peace. B
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