






EMMA WAS A STUDENT STUDYING ARCHITECTURE. RECENTLY, SHE WAS 
STUDYING THE INFLUENCE OF THE RIVER, SENNE ON THE URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT OF ANDERLECHT, THE NEIGHBOURHOOD IN WHICH SHE LIVED. 
THERE ARE ELEMENTS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD DISTORTED BY THE RIVER. 
AND ONE OF THEM AROUSED EMMA’S INTEREST. SHE NOTICED A TWISTED 
WALL NEAR HER HOME FOLLOWING THE CURVE OF THE SENNE. SHE STARTED 
INVESTIGATING THE WALL BY A JOURNEY ALONG THE WALL. 
 SINCE IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE BOTH SIDES OF THE WALL AT THE SAME 
TIME, EMMA TOOK TWO WALKS EXPLORING EACH SIDE AT ONE TIME.

EMMA BEGAN HER JOURNEY WALKING FROM NORTH 
TO SOUTH. REVISITING THE PLACE SHE WALKED BY 
EVERY DAY BUT FROM A SPECIAL PERSPECTIVE, SHE 
FOUND IT AS A NEW TRIP.
 IN THE BEGINNING, THE LINEAR WALL WAS 
LEADING HER WAY. TREES WERE PLANTED BESIDE THE 
WALL, DECORATING THE COLOURLESS CEMENT WALL.
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IT WAS NOT EASY TO APPROACH THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
WALL. IT WAS HIDDEN BEHIND SERIES OF BUILDINGS. 
USUALLY, THE WALL SEPARATED THE EXTERIOR AND THE 
INTERIOR. EMMA HAD TO EXPLORE THE INDOOR SPACES 
IN ORDER TO REACH THE WALL.
 THE FIRST PART OF THE WALL BELONGED TO A 
CLOTHES STORE. EMMA WENT THROUGH A HALLWAY AND 
ENTERED THE CLOTHES STORE. IT WAS A PUBLIC 
HALLWAY SERVING FOR THE RESIDENTS UPSTAIRS AS 
WELL AS AN ENTRANCE PASSAGE TO THE STORE. 
WANDERING IN THE HALLWAY, EMMA WAS REMINDED 
THAT SHE SAT ON THE FLOOR WITH HER FRIENDS, HIDING 
FROM THE STRONG WIND. THE HALLWAY BECAME A NICE 
SHELTER WHEN THE WEATHER WAS EXTREME IN THE 
OUTDOOR.
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IT WAS A COLD WINDY DAY. THERE WERE FEW PEOPLE 
WALKING ON THE STREETS. ENTERING THE PARK, 
EMMA MET HUNDREDS OF BIRDS. THEY WERE SITTING 
AMONG BRANCHES OR WALKING ON THE FLOOR. THE 
WALL BECAME THE BACKGROUND OF THE PARK, A 
STAGE OF LIVELY NATURE.
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IT WAS HARD TO FEEL THE CONTINUITY OF THE WALL IN THE 
CLOTHES STORE. EMMA COULD NOT IMAGINE THE WELL-PAINTED 
WHITE WALL WAS THE SAME WALL AS THE ONE STANDING IN THE 
WILD NATURE. THE STARK CONTRAST IMPRESSED EMMA.
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THE WALL WAS HIDDEN BEHIND THE 
TREES. NORMALLY, PEOPLE WOULDN’T 
TOUCH IT. THERE WERE CHAIRS NEST 
TO THE TREES. EMMA TRIED TO SIT 
DOWN TO OBSERVE OTHER 
PASSERS-BY.
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THE NEXT STOP WAS THE WAREHOUSE OF BELGIAN 
SANITARY COMPANY. HOWEVER, EMMA WAS NOT 
ALLOWED TO ENTER THE BUILDING. SO SHE SEARCHED 
ON THE INTERNET FOR INTERIOR PHOTOS AND IMAGINED 
HERSELF STANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM.
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THERE WAS A SMALL SQUARE NEAR THE WALL. EMMA FOUND 
THREE WOMEN SITTING AND CHATTING. THE SQUARE LOOKED 
LIKE A NICE PLACE TO STAY.
 THE WALL BEHIND THE SQUARE WAS NO LONGER A 
SOLID THICK BRICK WALL BUT A COMBINATION OF METAL 
RAILINGS AND WOODEN PANELS. EMMA COULD BARELY SEE 
THROUGH THE FENCELINE. SHE COULD ONLY RECOGNISE THE 
BUILDING FAR FROM THE FENCES. IT SEEMED THAT THERE WAS A 
BACKYARD BEHIND THE TEMPORARY FENCES.
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EMMA DIDN’T MANAGE TO SEE THE SPACE BEHIND THE 
FENCES. IT WAS IN THE BACK OF THE OFFICES THAT SHE 
COULDN’T ENTER. IT WAS ONLY POSSIBLE FOR HER TO 
SEE THE TALL SOCIAL HOUSING, LES GOUJONS.
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FOLLOWING THE LINEAR FENCES, EMMA 
WAS AWARE OF THE HEIGHT 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE PARK AND 
THE BUILDINGS BEHIND THE WALL. IN 
THE PARK, THE FLOOR BECAME HIGHER 
AND HIGHER AS SHE WALKED FROM 
NORTH TO SOUTH. THUS, EMMA TOOK 
OUT HER PHONE AND TRIED TO RECORD 
THE SITUATION.
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SAME THING HAPPENED WHEN EMMA 
TRIED TO APPROACH THE WALL IN THE 
BACKYARD OF MODERN EVENT. ‘MAYBE 
THERE ARE SOME PHOTOS ON THE 
INTERNET.’, EMMA THOUGHT.
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THE FENCES BUMPED INTO A SOLID 
BRICK WALL. EMMA DISCOVERED SOME 
GRAFFITI ON THE WALL.
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THE FRONT YARD OF ARENA BRUSSELS 
WAS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. SO EMMA 
COULD FULLY EXPLORE THE WHOLE 
SPACE. THERE WAS A GENTLE SLOPE 
GOING FROM THE GATE TO THE ENTRANCE 
OF THE BUILDING. THE WALL WAS EASY TO 
FIND AND WAS COVERED WITH 
CORRUGATED SHEETS.
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WALKING AHEAD, EMMA LEFT THE PARK AND ENTERED THE BACKYARD 
OF LES GOUJONS WHICH HER APARTMENT WAS LOCATED AT. THE WALL 
BECAME THE LEAST VISIBLE OWING TO THE CARS, TREES AND TRASH 
CANS IN FRONT OF IT. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME FOR EMMA TO SEE THE 
WALL CLEARLY.
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AS A STUDENT, EMMA VISITED ROTOR WITH HER 
FELLOW STUDENTS. IN THE COURTYARD OF 
ROTOR, EMMA NOTICED A WALL DECORATED 
WITH TILES WHICH WERE GENERALLY USED IN 
THE INTERIOR. AFTER RESEARCHING THE 
HISTORY, EMMA REALISED THE WALL WAS THE 
REMNANT OF THE PREVIOUS INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING. IT WAS ORIGINALLY ERECTED IN THE 
INDOOR SPACE.
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THE WALL BECAME STRAIGHT AFTERWARDS, WHICH 
HELPED TO COMPOSE THE SPACE OF THE PASSAGE 
BEHIND LES GOUJONS. 
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THERE WERE MANY WAREHOUSES ALONG THE WALL 
AND MOST OF THEM WERE INACCESSIBLE. 
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WALKING DOWN THE RAMP, 
EMMA ENDED ONE WALK.
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FINALLY, AT THE LAST STOP, EMMA MANAGED 
TO SEE THE WALL BEHIND THE PASSAGE OF 
LES GOUJONS. THE ORIGINAL BUILDING 
SURROUNDING THE WALL WAS DEMOLISHED. 
THE WALL WAS THEREFORE ABANDONED 
AND FULL OF GRAFFITI.
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A small garden with 
greenery and amenities

Some buildings are 
demolished and the 
wall becomes 
abandoned and 
graffitied. Section 9
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Offices
A passage for 
Les goujons

A passage towards 
underground parking lot 
for Les goujons
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