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0 1  M E T H O D O L O G Y

R e s e a r c h - b a s e d  d e s i g n  o f  C o m p l e x  P r o j e c t  a n d  u r b a n -
b a s e d  p o s i t i o n  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  d e s i g n

The complex project  s tudio owns a  complete 
methodology from urban research to  the archi tecture 
des ign to  a  deta i led tectonic  level .  The s tudio encour-
ages  us  s tudents  to  explore the complex surroundings 
by gather ing,  organiz ing and analys ing data as  wel l 
as  forces  and f inal ly  mani fes t  our  own pos i t ion and 
so lut ion rooted into the bui l t  environment.  The com-
plexi ty  and diver s i ty  of  urban condit ions  are  most 
interes ted in  s tudio,  which means i t  i s  the essent ia l 
s tart ing point  of  the thes i s.  Any archi tecture roots 
into i t s  context  should not  only  be re lated to  the 
phys ica l  layer s  which we a lways  concer ns  about  as  an 
archi tect ,  but  a l so  spir i tual  aspects  such as  economy, 
cul ture and ideology.  I t  leads  to  the condit ion that 
today’s  archi tects,  inc luding mysel f,  should not  only 
observe the world through one s ing le  lens,  but  a l so  as 
a  p lanner,  organizer,  s trategis t  and v i s ionary.

That ’s  what  I  ins i s t  dur ing the g raduat ion 
per iod,  th inking as  a  mult i -p layer  s takeholder  and 
act ing as  a  mere archi tect ,  which means that  a l l  the 
ambit ions  should be trans lated into archi tectural 
language in  di f ferent  sca les  at  the end.

In the thes i s,  I  s tar ted from the general  anal-
ys i s  o f  the area cal led Alamar in  Havana Cuba and 
tr ied to  get  the intr iguing and representat ive  point  of  
the area that  can not  only  show the c lues  of  the past 
but  a l so  the future.  The second phase i s  to  dive into 
the speci f ic  research of  the topic  of  organic  urban 
agr icul ture and summarise  the problems according to 
a  common vis ion of  the area with other  g roup mem-
bers.  The third phase i s  to  extract  research quest ion 
from the complex condit ions  and trans late  i t  into sev-
era l  des ign quest ions.  The fourth phase i s  to  des ign 
the archi tecture as  the answer or  part  of  the answer 
to  the research quest ion,  g radual ly  f rom 1:2000 ur-
ban scale  to  1 :5  deta i l  sca le  to  real i se  the v i s ion and 
ambit ion for  the bui l t  environment.  I  pos i t ion mysel f  
f rom urban scale  to  des ign and quest ion mysel f  not 
only  f rom ‘how’  the archi tecture looks  l ike  but  a l so 
‘why’  and ‘what ’  going f i r s t .

In the meant ime,  I  t ry  to  approach the f inal 
resul t  f rom the perspect ive  of  archi tectural  typology, 
that  i s  for  me how a vocat ional  school  works  as  wel l 
as  the s tudy of  Cuban educat ion sys tem, develop-
ment  of  urban far ming worldwide,  e tc .  By combining 
a l l  the research conclus ions  together  and opt imis ing 

them, the des ign g radual ly  comes into being.

Addit ional ly,  s ince the research covers  a  huge 
ranges  of  topics  re lated to  his tory,  pol i t ics  and econ-
omy,  the unavoidable  comparison or  associat ion in 
mind between Cuba and my home country,  Chi-
na,  which are both socia l i s t  country and were once 
blocked from the outs ide world,  i s  support ing and 
somet imes g iv ing me some c lues  for  the potent ia l  fu-
ture of  Cuba.  Of  course,  the two countr ies  d iver se 
a  lot .  But  what  i s  poss ibly  going to  happen af ter  the 
opening of  the country and how people ’s  mental i ty 
i s  going to  shi f t  and f luctuate  i s  inf luencing me whi le 
des igning my own project .  The comparison makes  me 
think that  i t  i s  hard to  predict  the future even af ter 
15 years  because the country i s  exper iencing a  per i -
od of  radical  change.  What  I  des ign about  and for  i s 
based on a pos i t ive  at t i tude to  the future to  make the 
c i ty  bet ter.

Figure 01 | The urban farming project on site. It is a ‘invention’ of  
Cuban people to resist the lack of  material and thus becomes business 
card of  the area.
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0 2  M A I N  R E S E A R C H

T h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  t h e  a t t e m p t  o f  s o l v i n g  i t

Alamar i s  a  res ident ia l  area east  to  Havana 
and once was  the largest  socia l  hous ing project  in 
the world,  however  never  fu l ly  f in i shed due to  the 
economical  condit ion at  that  t ime.  The c i ty  l ives  on 
i t s  own due to  the dis tance from the c i ty  centre.  The 
enor mous empty spaces  are  part ly  occupied by ur-
ban agr icul ture current ly,  shaping the most  d i s t inct 
character i s t ic  of  the area from the res t  o f  Havana. 
The urban agr icul ture and se l f -bui l t  sheds  of  per son-
al  s torages  and workshops show the real i ty  of  Cuban 
people,  that  i s,  se l f - suf f ic iency.  The organic  urban 
agr icul ture sector  came into being with a  unique his -
tor ica l  reason and gives  a  c lue for  the future devel -
opment  of  the area.

The urban agr icul ture in  Cuba roots  in  a  poor 
economical  condit ion but  g rows into a  remarka-
ble  achievement  to  lead the whole  region of  Lat in 
America.  Cuba had ins i s ted the one-crop economy 
of  sugarcane unt i l  the Revolut ion.  After  the econom-
ical  embargo,  the Soviet  Union replaced the USA, 
providing fuel  resource and many other  subs idies 
for  Cuba as  the payback for  the sugar.  However,  a f -
ter  the col lapse of  the USSR in 1991,  Cuba was  cut 
of f  for  both energy and food.  The country has  to  be 
se l f - suf f ic ient  s ince then and unt i l  now.  That ’s  how 
the urban agr icul ture generated to  res i s t  the cr i s i s 
in  the Specia l  Per iod and now over  20,000 people  in 
Havana make a  l iv ing by urban agr icul ture in  Ha-
vana.  Cuba needs  to  import  80% or so of  the food 
overseas  whi le  30% of  the far mland are now aban-
doned.  The proport ion of  agr icul tural  populat ion in 
Cuba,  11% is  rather  low,  of  which 40% is  researchers 
and managers  who don’t  part ic ipate  into the prac-
t ice  actual ly.  20% of  ret i red part ic ipators  shows the 
ageing of  urban far ming,  which means in  20 years 
the sector  probably  won’t  las t  due to  the lack of  la-
bour force.  A gap between generat ions  becomes an 
a lar m for  the longevi ty  of  the sector.  Secondly,  the 
potent ia l  part ic ipators  cannot  f ind an access  to  s tart 
their  own far m. Only 37% of  the far ms are  owned 
by smal l  pr ivate  owner,  who are not  even able  to  get 
the reasonable  tools  and resources  f rom the s tate-
owned inst i tut ions.  ‘The market  i s  empty’ .  Al though 
the s tate  wi l l  provide water,  land and loan to  the par-
t ic ipators,  they s t i l l  cannot  eas i ly  s tart  up and make 
a  l iv ing re ly ing on the urban agr icul ture.  The l inkage 
between the mater ia l s  and the prof i t  f rom the soi l  i s 
a l so  disconnected.  From the phys ica l  aspect ,  the ur-

ban far ms are a l so  hidden behind the g reen wal l s  for 
the secur i ty  cons iderat ion,  which cut  of f  the v i sual 
connect ion between the community  and the r ich ag-
r icul tural  act iv i t ies  ins ide.

However,  there  are  a l so  several  potent ia l s. 
Current ly,  there are  only  37% private-owned lands 
for  smal l  far mers.  As  the economical  re for ms goes 
deeper  and deeper,  pr ivat i sat ion wi l l  be g radual ly  re-
a l i sed in  Cuba,  which suggest  a  poss ib i l i ty  of  t rans-
for ming the s tate-owned agr icul tural  enter pr i ses  into 
smal l  sca le,  eco- fr iendly  and pr ivate-owned ‘ f incas ’ . 
Instead of  t radi t ional  large-scale  soviet  far mland, 

the decentra l i sat ion of  agr icul ture i s  a l so  the direc-
t ion of  future development .  Reus ing the abandoned 
lands  or  exploi t ing the suburban areas  are  both op-

Figure 02 | The landscape mapping of  the area. The natural landscape 
and agricultural landscape together shapes the backbone of  the area in 
a physical way.
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t ions  for  the next  s tep.  Al l  these  facts  support  the 
phys ica l  foundat ion of  s t imulat ing the sect ion to  an-
other  booming point .  Local  Cuban far mers  a l so  owns 
a  lot  of  knowledge and innovat ions  made by waste 
mater ia l s  support ing the smal l - sca le  organic  urban 
agr icul ture.

Thus,  the core research quest ion i s :
By what  means can the knowledge of  the or-

ganic  urban agr icul ture be carr ied on over  gener-
at ions  by creat ing an ef fect ive  interact ion between 
generat ions,  the far mland and the community  as  wel l 
as  the mater ia l s  and the value from them with archi-
tectural  languages?

The quest ion can be de-constructed into the 
fo l lowing sub-quest ions :

How to bui ld  a  l inkage between the mater i -
a l s,  resources  for  product ion and a prof i table  career 

based on urban far ming and act ivate  the s tart -up 
process?

How does  the support  fac i l i ty  helping to  s tart 
up the urban far ming career  can be at tract ive  for 
younger  generat ion?

How does  the support ive  fac i l i ty  l ink the com-
munal  l i fe  and the far mland?

To answer the research quest ions,  the pro-
gramme i s  des igned as  a  complex of  vocat ional 
school ,  a  youth centre  (wi l l  be further  s impl i f ied and 
trans lated into actual  funct ions )  and a communal 
help-desk as  three jo ints  to  f i l l  up the gaps. 

Figure 03 | The mapping of  the future development of  urban farm-
ing and sub-urban farming, showing Alamar is the ending point of  the 
agricultural cordon around Havana. With the process of  privatization 
and decentralization, Alamar will become an important node on the 
cordon in the sector.
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0 3  R E F L E C T I N G  W H I L E  D E S I G N I N G

A  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  C u b a n  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  O r g a n i p o n i c o s
T h e  f o r t r e s s  b e s i d e s  t h e  f a r m l a n d  a n d  t h e  g r e e n  w a l l s

‖ Local-based vocational education is 
creating direct labour force and value.   ‖

Havana,  as  the capi ta l  c i ty  of  Cuba,  owns an 
unique his tor ica l  background and thus  for ming i t s 
own character i s t ics  of  development  in  the future. 
With the recovery of  Cuba-US re lat ionship in  2014, 
the economical  re for ms s ince 2011 and the death of  
Fidel  Castro in  2016,  Cuba i s  l i tera l ly  at  i t s  fata l 
h i s tor ica l  tur ning point ,  g iv ing us  a  chance to  i l lus -
trate  a  wi ld  and ideal i s t  future for  the country.  This 
pre l iminary condit ion deter mines  the c i ty  owns a 
poss ib i l i ty  of  dramatic  transfor mat ion,  creat ing an 
unpredictable  background for  the Vedado and Vieja 
in  Havana,  but  not  necessar i ly  for  Alamar.

Instead of  bui ld ing for  tour i sm or  newly-ar-
r ived g roups,  bui ld ing for  local  Alamar people  and 
Alamar community  i s  the consensus  of  the whole 
g roup.  The overview s trategy i s  based on the ‘Mani-
fes to ’ ,  which owns two main axes  of  development  in 
the area,  for ming the framework of  a  ‘new’  Alamar. 
Speci f ica l ly,  the for mer empty g reenery i s  t rans-
for med into an agr icul tural  park,  providing fresh a ir 
and outdoor recreat ion act iv i t ies  for  the whole  com-
munity.  The s tr ip  bes ides  i t  i s  t ransfor med into plots 

for  publ ic  bui ld ings.  This  i s  where the school  locates, 
a  junct ion of  d i f ferent  publ ic  and pr ivate  funct ions, 
an re lat ive ly  important  communal  socia l  node.

Thus,  i t  should be a  jo int-use  lear ning fac i l i -
ty  serv ing for  both the s tudents  and the community. 
But  i s  i t  a  school  as  what  can be seen everywhere in 
Alamar? Is  i t  a  s imple  high school  wi th smal l  garden 
bes ide or  a  large agronomic univer s i ty  l ike  a  fortress 
wi th huge far mland hundreds  metres  Away? 

Nowadays,  the urban agr icul ture schools  in 
developed countr ies  has  become ‘of f ic ia l ’  wi th cert i -
f icat ions  in  speci f ic  realm.  In those schools,  the s tu-
dents  are  tra ined into actual  far mers  of  their  own 
gardens  and products.  However,  the Cuban agronom-
ic  educat ion s t i l l  ins i s t s  the mainstream which i s  su i t -
able  for  tradi t ional  heavy mechanised or  large-scale 
product ion.  Researchers  and managers  s t i l l  occupy a 
large number of  agr icul ture-re lated populat ion.

A school  speci f ica l ly  for  urban agr icul ture 
based on labour educat ion and local  sk i l l s  and mate-
r ia l s  can be a  pi lot  educat ion type in  Cuba.  Alamar, 
as  a  pioneer ing area of  urban and suburban agr i -
cul ture i s  appropriate  for  the new jo int  programme, 
tra ining more ta lented people  for  the sector. 

Figure 04 | The agronomic university in Havana, showing the educa-
tional building and the experimental farms are separated due to the 
education contents and scale.

Figure 05 | Almost half  of  the agriculture-related population are 
non-direct labor force working with soil.
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‖ The border is  never a surface but a dy-
namic spatial  process full  of  events and acci-
dents ‖

From Le Corbusier  to  Ber nard Tschumi,  a  lot 
of  archi tects  d i scussed the surface between publ ic 
and pr ivate  spaces.  That  i s  what  I  d i scussed in my 
pos i t ion paper  of  how to create  an dynamic border. 
As  for  the school ,  what  k ind of  pos i t ion should i t 
be among the far mland and the complex community 
i s  essent ia l  in  this  case.  From the perspect ive  of  re-
search quest ion,  the school  thus  should not  only  be  
a  buf fer  zone between the community  and the far m-
land,  but  a l so  a  connect ing jo int  for  several  socia l 
act iv i t ies  and agr icul tural  act iv i t ies.

Only i f  the agr icul tural  product ion process 
i s  embraced into dai ly  l i fe,  people  wi l l  change their 
s tereotype of  i t  into a  pos i t ive  direct ion with a  po-
tent ia l ly  br i l l iant  future.  The sense of  knowing i s  the 
pre l iminary condit ion of  being interes ted in .

 
In order  to  organise  a  more dynamic and ad-

aptable  loop,  there are  three aspects  need to  be de-
veloped:

Publ ic  responsibi l i ty  |  The speci f ic  surround-
ings  deter mines  four  di f ferent  ‘ facades ’  containing 
di f ferent  atmospheres.  To response the community 
and the inner  need,  the school  should be responsive 
to  i t s  context ,  phys ica l ly  and funct ional ly.  The exter-
nal  r ing serves  for  the di f ferent  g roups in  the com-
munity  and other  neighborhood.  Thus,  the school 
becomes the hinge of  d i f ferent  communal  act iv i t ies 
and br ing di f ferent  g roups of  people  together,  le t t ing 
them have a  chance to  observe the ‘ showcase’  whi le 
having their  own socia l  l i fe.

Educat ion phi losophy | The knowledge of  
s tart ing up a  pr ivate  urban far ming bus iness  re-
quires  a  large range of  knowledge in  di f ferent  cate-
gor ies.  The diver s i ty  of  the knowledge increase  the 
di f f icul t ies  for  potent ia l  part ic ipators.  The educa-
t ion phi losophy of  the school  i s  d i f ferent  f rom the 
convent ional  sys tem that  categor ized the knowledge 
into disc ip l ines,  but  the process  of  running a  far m, 
creat ing a  ‘ toolbox’  for  urban far m. The educat ion 
sys tem ins ide i s  regarding di f ferent  subjects  as  equal . 
Al though the curr iculum is  constructed a long the 
bui ld ing-up rout ine,  the set t ings  of  workshops should 
decrease  the emphasis  of  h ierarchy and order,  in-
creas ing the freedom for  the tra inees  customizing 
their  own sys tem according to  a  mobi le  lear ning sys -
tem. Therefore,  f rom the outer  c irc le  to  the inner  c ir-
c le,  there’s  a  g radient  of  profess ional  s tudy,  common 
lear ning landscape (a l so  socia l  spaces )  and actual  ag-
r icul tural  landscape.

Theory-pract ice  integr i ty  |  In the vocat ional 

school ,  there’s  no speci f ic  d i f ference between theo-
ret ica l  educat ion and pract ica l  educat ion.  The de-
velopment  trend of  vocat ional  educat ion nowadays 
i s  towards  a  f lex ible  and integrated mode.  In the 
school ,  there’s  no general  c lassrooms but  only  work-
shops  with some necessary fur ni tures  ins ide,  pro-
viding only  a  p lace for  di f ferent  types  of  educat ion. 
Bes ides,  there’s  several  shared-use l ibrary,  lecture 
rooms and audi tor ium for  holding events  and pure 
theoret ica l  lessons.

‖ Good quality is  the direct and visible  
stimulation and demonstration to spread the 
knowledge.  ‖

Architecture provides  direct  v i sual  s t imu-
lat ion.  The unwi l l ingness  of  part ic ipat ing into ur-
ban far ming sector  i s  a l so  part ia l ly  because of  the 
harsh working condit ion.  The sense of  for m inf lu-
ences  people ’s  mental i ty  unavoidably.  Thus,  creat ing 

Figure 06 | The main conceptual diagram of  the project. It shows the 
intention to create a cascade-like loop with communal functions at the 
urban side of  the school. The loop serves main for the inner courtyard 
but also the community.
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a qual i f ied agronomic working environment i s  the 
most  d irect  approach to  act ivate  the sector  and raise 
the awareness  of  the publ ic .  The mater ia l i sat ion of  
the school  should a l so  be based on local  ident i ty  but 
owning the feature of  urban far ming.

For the load-bear ing s tructure,  a  hybrid s truc-
ture of  concrete  and s tee l  can be regarded as  both 
tradi t ions  of  Alamar community  and agr icul tural  ar-
chi tectures.  In Alamar,  the for mer soviet  prefabr i -
cated concrete  s tructure contains  not  only  mater ia l 
memories  but  a l so  the Microbrigadas  f rom a socia l 
aspect .  The s tee l  s tructure i s  not  only  appl ied for  the 
sheds  in  the far mland but  a l so  the se l f -bui l t  shed be-
tween the socia l  hous ings,  showing k ind of  autonomy 
and creat iv i ty  of  Alamar people.  The l ightness  of  
s tee l  s tructure a l so  decrease  the impact  of  the volu-
metr ic  bui ld ings  upon the far mland.

For the facade,  a  double  facade of  polycar-

bonate  sheet  and bamboo louvres  can be regarded as 
both convent ional  mater ia l s  o f  g reenhouse and s im-
ple  sheds  in  Cuban gardens.  In fact ,  Cuba owns the 
most  species  of  bamboo in Caribbean Sea area.  As 
a  eco- fr iendly  mater ia l ,  bamboo grows much more 
fas ter  than general  t imber mater ia l s.  I t  i s  encouraged 
to  be used in agr icul tural  sector  in  Cuba nowadays 
as  the gover nment  i s  seeking for  renewable  energy 
resources  f rom a broader  scope.

The canopy as  the secondary roof  i s  used for 
pass ive  vent i lat ion,  water  management  and sun-shad-
ing,  p laying a  essent ia l  ro le  in  c l imate control  and 
maintains  the l i fe  c irc le  of  the garden.

*This  part  wi l l  be expla ined more deta i led in 
presentat ion documents,  models  and drawings.

Figure 07-01 |  Perspective view of  the vocational school from the 
community. One of  the workshops opens its folding facade as a shutter 
to the passengers. People can walk into the workshop as kind of  com-
munal activity. When it is nor necessary, the inner doors will shut but 
stil l  provide sun-shading.

Figure 07-02 |  Sketch dravwing at the beginning of  design phase. It shows the intention of  the workshops around the farmland, owning some 
transparency from the outside park and community. It is partially realized in the final stage.
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0 4  S O C I A L  V A L U E

B r e a k i n g  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e s  a n d  l a n d s c a p e

║ Good quality reshapes the stereotype  ║

Cuba i s  a  country fac ing a  60-year  long eco-
nomical  embargo,  k ind of  miss ing the most  prosper 
per iod of  g lobal i sat ion.  Thus,  the country i s  forced 
to  be se l f - suf f ic ient .  With the inter nat ional  condit ion 
tur ning into an unpredictable  direct ion recent ly,  in 
the ‘post -g lobal i sat ion’  era,  se l f - suf f ic ient  becomes a 
potent ia l  d irect ion for  many countr ies.  The urban 
far ming in Cuba i s  one of  the best  epi tomes of  sus -
ta inabi l i ty  and mult i -prof i t s  for  society  and economy. 
The spir i t  o f  Cuban urban far ming and how the sec-
tor  can become the resources  of  survival  can g ive a 
c lue for  the current  condit ion,  both for  developed and 
developing countr ies.  Within the framework,  how we 
educate  the next  generat ions  and how we convey the 
spir i t  o f  pract ice,  hard-working and se l f - innovat ion 
are s igni f icant  and might  be an interes t ing s tart ing 
point  of  a  new hybrid archi tectural  type.

But  i t  i s  not  easy because the s tereotype of  
agr icul ture i s  hard working condit ions,  o ld far mers 
and hands fu l l  o f  d ir t s.  These are  a l l  the outcomes of  
economical  foundat ion.  But  wi th the country g radu-
al l t  open to  the world,  the condit ions  wi l l  hopeful ly 
change within 10-20 years.

With the rapid economical  development  in 
China af ter  i t s  re for ms s ince 1978,  the concentrat ion 
of  archi tecture development  has  a lways  been focus-
ing on urban archi tectures  such as  skyscrapers  and 
iconic  cul tural  fac i l i t ies  in  the mega-c i t ies.  However, 
wi th people ’s  at tent ion shi f t  to  a  more peaceful  and 
essent ia l  d irect ion whi le  some of  the agr icul tural 
part ic ipators  are  weal thy enough to care more about 
their  l iv ing condit ions,  the ‘new ver nacular  archi tec-
ture’  g radual ly  becomes a  popular  topic  in  Chinese 
archi tecture f i led,  especia l ly  about  the organic  ag-
r icul ture.  The smal l  food product ion factor ies,  the 
smal l  pavi l ions  on the far mland own a much bet ter 
qual i ty  than before.  The ‘good- looking’  archi tecture 
i s  a l so  a  good advert i sement  for  those s takeholders. 
The bui ld ing shi f t s  a  bi t  the convent ional  sense of  
agr icul tural  bui ld ings.

This  i s  exact ly  what  I  s tart  wi th,  that  i s,  archi -
tecture cannot  so lve the problem but  wel l  des igned 
phys ica l  for ms,  no matter  high-tech or  low-tech,  can 
show a good gesture towards  the new direct ion and 

expectat ion.  The pi lot  vocat ional  school  for  urban 
far ming can br ing the benef i t s  and the beauty of  ag-
r icul tural  act iv i t ies  and products  into people ’s  l i fe, 
v i s ible  and tangible.

║  Urban far ming taken account  into pol-
icies of  urban planning and design ║

Another  perspect ive  i s  that  how urban far ming 
shapes  the Cuban c i ty  shows the fact  that  the urban 
planning should never  exclude the agr icul ture land-
scape from the overview s trategy as  to  achieve sus-

Figure 08 | An organic food factory in Tangshan, China. It is in a 
traditional Chinese architectural style, owning a corridor and a court-
yard as the hub for production. The application of  modern material, 
creating a cozy working atmosphere increase the spatial quality of  usual 
productive architecture.

Figure 09 | Visitor centre of  an organic farm in Kunshan, China. The 
application of  metal, the transparency of  the facade creating a extreme 
light feeling of  the volumetric building, creating a special artificial 
landscape on the agricultural landscape.
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tainabi l i ty  and improve the qual i ty  of  human l i fe.  Or 
we can see,  the courtyard in the c i ty  should be con-
s idered as  a  potent ia l  core of  engine to  act ivate  the 
neighbourhood.  The archi tecture should response to 
the chaot ic  and dynamic urban condit ions,  as  wel l  as 
the earth where i t  i s  bui l t  on.  The natural  or  agr icul -
tural  landscape should be def in i te ly  cons idered as  a 
key i s sue for  the future urban plan and des ign.  The 
des ign of  mine shal l  be my personal  pos i t ion and re-
sponse towards  this  d irect ion.

║  Jo int-use  cul tural  fac i l i ty  i s  a  way of  increas-
ing the e f f ic iency of  publ ic  resources  ║

For developing countr ies ’  rea l i ty  and the ra i s -
ing susta inable  awareness,  the concept  of  susta ina-
bi l i ty  i s  not  only  f rom a phys ica l  construct ion level , 
but  a l so  about  the e f f ic iency of  the bui ld ing.  Keep 
the bui ld ing fu l l  o f  act iv i t ies  or  funct ions  for  most  of  
the dayt ime can a l so  save the energy and resources  to 
bui ld  other  bui ld ings.

The school ,  as  an educat ional  hub in the c i ty, 
i s  respons ible  to  p lay a  mult i - funct ional  ro le  in  the 
socia l  l i fe,  as  a  mere school ,  a  smal l  cul tural  centre, 
a  consul tat ion helpdesk,  a  smal l  market  and a youth 
recreat ion and lear ning place.  Di f ferent  act iv i t ies 
can br ing more v igour to  the place and create  more 
incidents  wi thin the area.

Figure 10 |  Sketch drawing at the beginning of  design phase. It shows the intention of  how the external loop in the building serves the surround-
ings. It owns the functions of  a small informal gym, library, cafe and communal farming help-desk. The big stair as the main entrance of  the school 
can also be a stand towards the front plaza to contain some informal communal activities and small-scale gathering events.


