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Sint Jacobsplaats, Rotterdam



Formality vs Informality : the limit of design

No car and no bike !
Let’s have a walk !

The bench is private, and 
facing the private garden. 
No relation to outside, but 
I am curious !

What a landscape !
I feel like in the jungle !

How can I use this void 
when the market is not 
there ...? Nobody wants to sit

next to a bin !

This view is the 
perfect stage set!

Nice view !
I barely realize the water !

(but what is this street lamp?!)

I can’t find the
entrance. This is a bit

confusing ...!
What is this 

car doing here ?!

Nice view
for a terrace!

All the ads 
are spoiling my walk...

I don’t feel so 
threaten by the rules

Is it where I am 
supposed to walk ?!

That’s quite confusing !

We repeat eachother !

Art galleries
are temporary in

this street...

Why can’t
we play in this 

huge empty space ?

Can I go there ?

Where should I go ?

I need a tree !

Where are the 
highrises ?

How am I
supposed to go there?

Magnifique !

How can i gain
in value ?

A parking in a
display... ??

How can i gain
in value ?

Could I be used ?

How can I go there ?

I wasn’t planned !

Are we observing
or being observed ?

Is this my view?!

How can I gain value?Where should we go?

It’s faster that way!

Diffcult to access... No problem ...

What is this place ?!

1. Reality 2. Reaction 3. Perception

The Reality of the plan.
How is the public space de-
signed ?

What is our reaction upon 
certain elements or situa-
tion ?

How do we perceive this 
space ?



Morphology
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Blaak vs Hofbogen. Mass vs Void, Fixed vs Unfixed, 
Formal vs Informal. Spine vs Canvas Sint Jacobsplaats, the missing link



The 3 layer Manual

Example of the Popemburg
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Rotterdam Icons, the artificial and the water



The AquaStripe



1. Maze 2. Fountain 3. Offices 4. Playground

5. Lighttower 6. Sculpture 7. Stage 8. Gate

10. Cafe9. Benches 11. Busstop 12. Stairs

Follies. The follies are an answer to the in-
tersections on the boulevard. They promote 
a shared identity on the boulevard and their 
aim is to create chances, and therefore to 
help developing the public participation and 
involvement within the promendade.

The Follies, inhabitable structures for everyone



Maze

Urban Farming Flower Garden Highline Hot Springs Miroir d’Eau Bath Fish Market Aquarium Romantic Landscape Pavilion Exhibition Waterfront

Fountain Open Air Offices Playground Bridge Benche Café Bus Stop Stairs

Public StageSculptureLight Tower

Urban promenade
Potential Program

1.2500

Catalog of Opportunities



Catalog of Opportunities



The Sint Jacobsplaats, Regaining a facade

?

Boundaries created in the Jacobsplaats by 
infrastructue

The undefined backyard, due to a clear lack 
of address. 



The Slab

The Row houses

The Inhabitable Bridge

The Block Cluster

The Private house with a backyard

The Rotta Nova

The Market Hall

The Cubic Houses

The Library

The Heliport

The Binenrotte, the road of reinterpretations



The Test Site : Bienenerotte

N



Reorientation of the facade towards the Urban Promenade

The Vertical Courtyard

The Shared Courtyard

The Public Courtyard



Masterplan



What is a  Public Courtyard ?



The Piazza, public square for the City

Private

Collective

Public

The Cerdà Plan, the public Courtyard for the Block The Berlin Block, private courtyard for a portion of 
the Block

Block with Courtyard Typologies



Contemporary interpretation of the block with courtyard

The Courtyard becomes public hosting the pools and the baths. 
Using Void, ie Baths, as an extension of the courtyard through thebuilding.

CollectivePublic Private



Programme

Public Pool and Thermal Baths

Collective entrance to Dwelling

16 Appartements sharing 4 Collective Baths

15 Maisonettes with Individual Baths

Public Pool and Thermal Baths

Collective entrance to Dwelling

16 Appartements sharing 4 Collective Baths

15 Maisonettes with Individual Baths



Overview 



Pools and Thermal Baths
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Entrance to Dwelling, the ‘extended living room’
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16 Appartments sharing 4 collective Baths
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Interlocking of Baths



Example of an Appartement with private entrance to Bath

AA
BB

CCDDEE

AA
BB

CCDDEE

AA
BB

CCDDEE

AA
BB

CCDDEE

AA
BB

CCDDEE

1

ABCDEF

2
3

4
5

6
7

1

ABCDEF

2
3

4
5

6
7

1

ABCDEF

2
3

4
5

6
7

1

ABCDEF

2
3

4
5

6
7

1

ABCDEF

2
3

4
5

6
7



AA BB

CC

DD

EE

AA BB

CC

DD

EE

AA BB

CC

DD

EE

AA BB

CC

DD

EE

AA BB

CC

DD

EE

1

A

B

C

D

E

F

2 3 4 5 6 7

1

A

B

C

D

E

F

2 3 4 5 6 7

1

A

B

C

D

E

F

2 3 4 5 6 7

1

A

B

C

D

E

F

2 3 4 5 6 7

1

A

B

C

D

E

F

2 3 4 5 6 7

Maisonnettes with entrance through ‘piazza’



Example of Maisonnette : private bath and double height living room
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Facade

MUMOK, Museum of Modern Art in Vienna



Facade
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Mendiger Basalt Lava Stone

MUMOK, Museum of Modern Art in Vienna
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