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Argumentation of choice 
of the studio 

For me housing is the most important part of architecture. All people 
try to find a home, which fulfils their needs and wishes. Because of a 
global population growth there is a huge demand for new houses and 
this will only increase in the coming years. How we can accommodate 
all the people to a living environment that will fit their needs and 
wishes in relation to climate change and the additional measures is in 
my opinion the biggest struggle for architecture in the future. The 
graduation studio Dutch housing seemed to me as the studio where I 
could learn more about this issue and how to tackle it. 

Graduation project 
Title of the graduation 
project 

It’s never too late for a new beginning 

Goal 
Location: Merwe-Vierhavens, Rotterdam 
The posed 
problem, 

In an inclusive city all residents should be able to find an optimal living 
environment. At the moment there are still certain groups of people who’s optimal 
living environment is absent or not in abundance. In my research I focus on one 
of these groups. The Young-Old, also known as active elderly, are a relatively new 
domestic group who are currently voluntarily choosing to live segregated from 
society in some countries. 

research 
questions and 

 Which forms of collectiveness can be distinguished in residential buildings? 
Where does the domestic group of Young-Olds come from? What kind of 
collectiveness is preferable for the Young-Old? What are the living preferences of 
the Young-Old?  

design 
assignment in 

A new design approach has to be explored in which the Young-Old are willing to 
live in the city. For this an environment is needed where they have a lot of 
possibilities for leisure activities. It is important that they are not isolated from 
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which these 
result.  

society, because their knowledge and experience can be valuable for future 
generations and this will decrease the change on loneliness.  The focus in the 
design of the residential complex will be on the relation between independence 
and collectiveness as these people want to stay independent as long as possible 
but they also appreciate social contact. The building block should give the Young-
Old the freedom to live independent and give them the possibility to collectively 
enjoy the ‘best’ years of their life. 



Process 
Method description  
The research has been done using several methods and techniques of research and design.  First with 
the study of precedents analysis has been done towards, collectiveness in residential buildings, urban 
plans and projects for the young-old. The results of these analysis were firstly used to formulate a 
theory about collectiveness in a residential building. Secondly the research towards urban plans gave a 
direction to the design of an urban plan. In addition to the case studies literature research has been 
done towards my topic. On the basis of this research, a final graduation design will be made. The 
design can also be seen as part of the research, as new information will constantly come forward.  
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Project analysis: 

Analyzing existing projects for Young-Old: 

1. The villages in Florida, USA
2. Parkside retirement homes in Bangladore, India
3. Kreilerburcht in Rotterdam, the Netherlands

Reflection 
1. The question of my studio is: How do we want to live and what kind of buildings

do we need to allow that? My graduation topic fits in this question, as the goal of
my research is to determine what the requirements for a suitable living
environment for the Young-Old is. Because of increased longevity and an aging
population the amount of active elderly is growing. With my research I try to find
out how these people exactly want to live and how we can shape those ideals
into the design of our cities and residential areas.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional
and scientific framework. My research is done towards a changing perception of
old age. This has created a new phase of life, the Third-Age, where people do not
have responsibilities towards work but are still healthy and active. These people
have in the past been moving towards ‘retirement utopias’ and so have
segregated themselves from society. The municipality of Rotterdam wants to bind
these people to the city because they could be of importance for the
neighbourhood. By trying to come up with a suitable living environment for these
people it would give this new group of people their rightful place in the city.


