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There are (at least) 2 places that define these locations:

The physical place (visible, present)
The non-physical place (memory, mental image)
They inform each other

When demolition occurs, a disruption between the two ensues.
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Placement of Site in Istanbul
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Kirazlitepe before 2010



Kirazlitepe now
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Material Process
(Destruction/Construction)

Non-Material Conditions
(Intimidation/Resistance)

Materialisation
of the Non-Material

(Ministry of Environment, 
Urbanization, and Climate 
Change)

Head of 
(19.07.18-?)

10.07.18
appointed

Prime Branch 
Manager TOKi
(2006-2009)

31.03.19
appointed

March 2019
Istanbul Mayoral 
Election

elected Istanbul 
Mayor: Imamoglu

Earthquake

03.‘19
AKP:
„We will never allow 
any exploitable 
parcel-based plan 
changes.“

Generates 
Profit: 2019: 
64%!

120 Mio Assets

2002
Joined 
AKP

Hilmi 
Turkmen

Municipality (Uskudar)

Neighborhood Kerazlitepe

Mix of Ground Owners

People Granted 
use Permit or 
Construction 

Permit

People without Permits/
Ownership

19.08.17
protest next 
to threatened 
houses

21.08.2017
- People without 
permits: still 
payed taxes and 
bribes to stay 

21.08.2017
- Demand TOKi 
to build without 
profit

26.08.2017
protests: 
proposed selling 
prices for their 
houses too low

26.08.2017
Minister promises 
no chicanery on 
same day

planned protest 
for 08.09.2017

31.08.2017
urges stop of protest, 

 promises 
improving conditions

28.08.2017

Turkmen said 

he talked to 

inhabitants and 

everybody will get 

their rights

15.10.2017
- Holds meeting 
in different 
neighborhood, 
while talking about 
Kirazlitepe 01.10.2017

Comission 
of Urban 
Transformation 
moves into own 
office

04.03.2018
What happened until then:

- open information office that cooperates 
with neighborhood association

- create protocol over what will happen 
next, dispose of agreements

Promise Minister Kept/Not Kept

01.11.2017
Comission becomes legal 
association.

04.12.2017
First meeting 
with other 
neighborhoods

12.12.2017:
 Meeting to discuss problems

14.12.2017
Explanation minister + municipality:
- We will keep everyone home owner
+ make on-site transformation

05.01.2018
were offered 60% of ??

 don‘t accept

11.01.2018
Demolition of Kirazlitepe 
buildings uncostitutional

23.01.2018
Owners with more property 
rights get offered more money

22.02.2018

Reaction Neighborhood: 

don‘t get 2/3 majority, then it 

won‘t happen  because it is 

false that it is risky area, ground 

actually safe

22.02.2018

They sue, file an objection

23.02.2018
Neighborhood 
Association opens 
petition for signatures 
against contract 
conditions

14.03.2018

visits Kerazlitepe. did not 
invite Association 

Interim Balance: 

Neighborhood 

Association collected 

500 signatures 

from inhabitants of 

Kerazlitepe, Municipality  

got 160 signatures

02.03.2018

Petition to IMM: 

- Make report about health issue induced by 
destruction

02.04.2018
- Collective 
protest in Ankara 
with other 
Neighborhood 
Groups

do a protest 
before IMM 
in Istanbul

Collect signatures in 
all of Istanbul to show 
parliament

Neighborhood 
Association post 
more and more 
nostalgic images to 
facebook page

08.07.2018

Kerazlitepe 

neighborhood 

protests mass 

eviction on the 

streets

TMMOB-report: 
asbestos pollution in 
neighborhood

07.02.2019
3rd of three protests 
by the neighborhood 
against asbestos 
pollution

19.01.2019
Neighborhood invites 
engineers to measure 
pollution through 
demolished buildings

Neighborhood works 
with more and more 
press

19.12.2018

Neighborhood 

visits hearing about 

whether Kirazlitepe 

is a „risky area“

16.01.2019
Claim, that past 
elections used 
„fake“votes of 
empty houses, 
or non existing 
houses

26.02.2019

Imamoglu visits 
Kerazlitepe

15.03.2019
Minister of Environment, 
Murat Kurum, visits 
Kerazlitepe

28.02.2019
CHP-politicians visit 
Kerazlitepe

31.03.2019
Turkmen 
re-elected 
as mayor of 
Uskudar

23.06.2019
Imamoglu is 
now finally 
mayor 12.08.2019

Neighborhood 
meets Imamoglu, 
tells him about 
struggle

28.07.2019

Municipality 

destroys all trees, 

try to remove even 

inhabitants that did 

not sign to leave

also destroyed the 

associations office 

building

23.09.2019

Imamoglu visits 

again, promises 

longtable 

discussions

09.011.2019

Bayram Ali Kot 

sues Uskudar 

mayor for 

actions 

09.07.2018

900 appeal 

signatures sent to 

municipality by 

neighborhood

01.08.2018

Meeting between

 IMM + Neighborhood 

Association, declaration

             of „Good Will“,                                                                                                                                           

                 about workin                                                                                                                                           

                  together in future

MHP: Far-right Opposition 

Party

CHP SAADET

Chamber of 

Mechanical 

Engineers 

(TMMOB)

CHP politician
Ekrem Imamoglu

Bayram Ali Kot

Main Organizer of 

resistance of Kerazlitepe 

and General secretary 

of „Kerazlitepe Urban 

Transformation 

Association“

17.04.2019

Becomes mayor of 

Istanbul after a lot of 

contortion by AKP

22.02.2018

initiate investigation into 

transformation process

Social-democratic party 

(opposition to AKP)

23.08.2018

Visit neighborhood 

to listen to 

complaints 

(mayor election 

approaching)

06.10.2018

SAADET representative visits 

                                        Neighborhood

18.11.2018

Visit again

Conservative muslim 

party

people start acting singurlarly, 
not collectively

JICA Earthquake 
Risk Assessment

REPORT: 
Kirazlitepe not most 
endangered risk area

According to 
Municipality:

- Either 65% of 
owners of property 
agrees to demolition

or

- Official report is 
made

Discord

14.11.2017
is removed again

28.11.2017
announces: municipalities don‘t act 
in my will!

Municipalities 
often claim to 
do so

Protest

24.09.2017
“We won‘t sign 

anything yet“

Lie, deny people a say

police violence and 
incarcerations

16.08.2017
- attempted 
demolition of 
mosque at night

17.08.2017
- letters of 
demolition 
   placed on first
          houses

21.10.2017
-“Expropriation“ 
written in title deeds

10.02.2018
Kirazlitepe 
announced Risk 
Area

30.01.2018
Municipality: all inhabitants are treated fairly. 
Should anything change in the project, they will 
be paid according to market value in cash. But 
market value is estimated very low

01.08.2018
IMM overpaints protest 
graffitis, instead of 
removing destruction                                                                                                                                      
                       debris.

IMM removes protest 
banners by force

18.08.2018
Buildings 
are left 
empty and 
as ruins

IMM removes peoples‘ 
garbage bins

Municipality 

cut off 

electricity to 

street lamps

Municipality never 
presented a clear 
plan

21.02.2019
Truck Driver tries to 
unload extra rubble 
onto demolished 
buildings at night

No safety 
measures in 
demolition

28.07.2018
Destruction/debris is left 
on neighboring houses 
intimidation

04.10.2018

Overnight 

Destruction Of 

Mosque

06.02.2018

- Municipality lets people sign 

agreements, not contracts

 people who sign, agree to 

any contract that will be made, 

and municipality can change it 

according to their will

03.03.2018
Strategy ministry + IMM + 
Municipality:
- select specific areas in 
Kirazlitepe, which have >65% 
buildings without permits (like 
Gerrymandering)
- also, call it risk area, even though 
other areas are more at risk

14.04.2018
Turkmen sends 
text message 
to head of 
neighborhood 
association:
„Accept our 
terms or lose your 
rights.“

02.07.2018
IMM sends letter to 
owners:

 must leave house in 15 
days  Evacuation

21.03.2018
First Construction Begins

From Now On: Demolitions Start Regurarly

protested height of buildings, wanted less

22.05.17
first protest: „we 
want to keep our 
wealth

22.08.2017
announces 
visit to 
Kreazlitepe

26.08.2017
cancels visit to 
Kerazlitepe

21.09.2017
make some parcels of 
neighborhood „Urban 
Transformation and 
Development Area“

TOKi meets 
individually 
with people

destruction 
of unity

also: foundation of „Urban Transformation and 
Beautification Commission“ (Neighborhood 
Association
07.08.2017
- Demand certain compensation for expropriation 

 money ownership of future parcels
- Urge to neighbors: don‘t act alone! don‘t sign 
anything

12.08.2017
talked to lawyer: first 
independent info

Lawyers

31.03.14
elected 
Mayor 
Uskudar

31.03.19
elected 
Mayor 
Uskudar

3 proposals to 
neighborhood:

found cooperative and 
build houses yourself

Make deal 
with TOKi 

(recommended)

Make deal with 
private contractors

11.2016
TOKi opens 
„information 

office“ in 
Kerazlitepe

if not: shall be put into force by presidency

22.07.1982
Bosporus Law (2960):
- not higher than 5 floors 
and TAKS 15%
- preserve heritage + 
greenery

 „heritage law“ 

02.03.1984
Mass Housing Law

5.5.2004
- Amended Art.4:
Presidency allowed to 
make, have made, and 
amend zoning plans, of 
all types and scales

if denoted slum 
transformation according 
to 775
- Presidency allowed to 
expropriate any real or 
legal person

states: Article 4:

- TOKi (Mass Housing and Public Partnership Board)
 creates framework to determine mass housing 

settlement areas
 can decide mass housing areas

- Expropriation can be done by General Directorate 
of Land Office

Turkish Criminal Law
5237
Article 203:
If you resist intention of seal or 
remove seal (seal informing 
about leaving house)

 imprisonment 6-12 
months

1983
Expropriation Law 
Number 2942, 
Article 7:
„Expropriation status 
will be written into title 
deeds.“

Also 6306: 

If 65% of buildings were built 

without permit, even though they 

gained it afterwards, it can be 

declared a risk area

11.01.2018:

Constitutional court changes article: only 

risky classified buildings can be treated 

according to 6306

Article 17:

- People need to leave house 

after 15 days and pay utilities

IF agreement is made

04.11.1983

Expropriation Law 2942

Article 3:

Expropriation value is payed in advance to 

owner, can be as low as 1/6 of expropriation 

value

1982: Constitution of Turkey
Article 21:
„The domicile of an individual shall 
not be violated. Unless there exists a 
decision duly passed by a judge in 
cases explicitly defined by law, and 
unless there exists an order of an agency 
authorised by law in cases where delay 
is deemed prejudicial, no domicile may 
be entered or searched, or the property 
therein seized.“ 

Article 26: 

Everyone has the right to express and disseminate thought 

and opinion by speech, in writing or in pictures or through 

other media, collectively or individually

„risk area“ needs to be 

proven with documents

3.5.1985 Zoning Law 3194:
- District municipality has full 
responsibility over zoning, 
planning, coordination, etc.

Article 42: 
FINES for people who 
build without permission

30.07.66
Slum Law (775), Art. 18:
- if building unauthorized 
and doesn‘t belong to 
inhabitant but municipality

 direct 
demolition

2012: Law Number 6306
„Law on Transformation of 
Areas at Disaster Risk“

Article 4, Paragraph 1:

- TOKi, Ministry, or 

Administration is allowed to 

freely stop zoning plans, if 

it is „risky area“, meaning 

there are risky structures 

(earthquake)

Paragraph 3: 

- Water, electricity, gas can 

be cut off by TOKi, Ministry, 

or Administration

People will be asked to leave, or 

demolish their house themselves. 

If they are not able to do this, they 

can be removed by municipality 

or ministry. Owners are liable for 

demolition costs

!

Art.13:
Buildings 
without 
construction 
permit or use 
permit:

 
demolition

25.11.16
presents design 

proposal to 
neighborhood

Level 0+1 is supposed to 
be above ground

10.10.16

10.10.16 10.10.16 10.10.16

10.10.16
Announcement:
- „redevelopment“ planned in Usku-
dar. Supposed Reason: Earthquake 
Security
- Uskudar not built for its 270000 
inhabitants 
           increase density (land usage)
- promise: everybody can stay in old 
home and housing structure remains

30.10.16:
- Mayor goes to local café: 
Neighborhood decides to build 
with TOKi
- 2000 new houses:
1500 given to „right owners“
- Area of Yavuzturk serves as 
house in the meantime
         no rent needs to be payed. 
For who wants to live elsewhere: 
Rental support
- 2/3 of inhabitants must agree 
to conditions
- Title deeds decide over rights of 
inhabitants

Giv
es

 M
on

ey
 to

g ives  power  to

needs  to  be  approved  by

creates

Camlica Mosque

does not build houses 
with rent below 100-
130TL (2016). Only 
incoordination with 
social associations 
with loss of money

Murat Kurum

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

AKP

Istanbul  Metropolitan 
Municipality (IMM)

TOKi

Omer Bulut Head 
of

Force

Mehmet 
Ozhaseki



Projection and Permanency Models



Removal from Context Skeletonizing Exposal Tearing



Timeline of Destruction



Timeline of Destruction

Reversal of Process



Design Task: 
Structure within Kirazlitepe, that is the material counterpart to the severed memories of its former inhabitants. 



Choice of Location 
Urban Grid

Process of Production
Materiality

Program

Design Task: 
Structure within Kirazlitepe, that is the material counterpart to the severed memories of its former inhabitants. 

Therefore,

are extracted from the former site itself



Axonometry Base Structure



GSEducationalVersion

Location/Grid

Neighbourhood Cafe Mosque Apartment Building



Neighbourhood Cafe Mosque Apartment Building

Location/Grid



Location/Grid

Siteplan Kirazlitepe and Projection Method



Location/Grid

Projection of Grids



Location/Grid



Process of Production

GSEducationalVersion

The first letter of demolition is placed on the front door of a building.

As the surrounding buildings are demolished, a new structure grows out of their materials. In the context of the changed neighbourhood, it stands as an vessel of what defined the predecessor.

Anticipating the neighbourhood‘s destruction, it is immediately demolished. 
The foundations for the future productive monument is cast.



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production



Process of Production

GSEducationalVersion

Detail Node



Process of Production

Elevation North Facade



Process of Production

Impression References



GSEducationalVersion

Plinth and Site Superposition

Process of Production



Process of Production

Outside Spaces



Process of Production

Walkway Elevations North | East | West



Walkway Elevation South



Process of Production



Ground Level

GSEducationalVersion

Process of Production



Process of Production

Section and Terrain



Process of Production

Workshop



Process of Production

Workshop



Process of Production

GSEducationalVersion

Circulation



Program

GSEducationalVersion

Suggested Program

Workshop

Apartm
ent for th

e M
uhtar

Meeti
ng H

all 

Prayer Room

Washing Room

Neigh
bourhood Café



Reference Kulliye Yeni Valide Mosque in Uskudar



Materiality

Section Workshop



Materiality

Facade Fragment Workshop



GSEducationalVersion

Ground Level

Apartm
ent M

uhtar

Neighbourhood Cafe



Materiality

Impression Cafe





Materiality

Facade Fragment Cafe

H-Plasterstones



Materiality



GSEducationalVersion

First Floor

Meeting Hall



Materiality

Section Meeting Hall



Materiality

Facade Fragment Meeting Hall

Glass Shards

Felt Curtains

Intact Windowglass



Materiality



GSEducationalVersion

Washing Room

Prayer Room

Second Floor



Materiality

Section Washing Room



Materiality

Facade Fragment Washing Room

Reused Perforated Brick



Materiality

Section Prayer Room



Materiality

Facade Fragment Prayer Room

Reused Rubble



Materiality













(Ministry of Environment, 
Urbanization, and Climate 
Change)

Head of 
(19.07.18-?)

10.07.18
appointed

Prime Branch 
Manager TOKi
(2006-2009)

31.03.19
appointed

March 2019
Istanbul Mayoral 
Election

elected Istanbul 
Mayor: Imamoglu

Earthquake

03.‘19
AKP:
„We will never allow 
any exploitable 
parcel-based plan 
changes.“

Generates 
Profit: 2019: 
64%!

120 Mio Assets

2002
Joined 
AKP

Hilmi 
Turkmen

Municipality (Uskudar)

Neighborhood Kerazlitepe

Mix of Ground Owners

People Granted 
use Permit or 
Construction 

Permit

People without Permits/
Ownership

19.08.17
protest next 
to threatened 
houses

21.08.2017
- People without 
permits: still 
payed taxes and 
bribes to stay 

21.08.2017
- Demand TOKi 
to build without 
profit

26.08.2017
protests: 
proposed selling 
prices for their 
houses too low

26.08.2017
Minister promises 
no chicanery on 
same day

planned protest 
for 08.09.2017

31.08.2017
urges stop of protest, 

 promises 
improving conditions

28.08.2017

Turkmen said 

he talked to 

inhabitants and 

everybody will get 

their rights

15.10.2017
- Holds meeting 
in different 
neighborhood, 
while talking about 
Kirazlitepe 01.10.2017

Comission 
of Urban 
Transformation 
moves into own 
office

04.03.2018
What happened until then:

- open information office that cooperates 
with neighborhood association

- create protocol over what will happen 
next, dispose of agreements

Promise Minister Kept/Not Kept

01.11.2017
Comission becomes legal 
association.

04.12.2017
First meeting 
with other 
neighborhoods

12.12.2017:
 Meeting to discuss problems

14.12.2017
Explanation minister + municipality:
- We will keep everyone home owner
+ make on-site transformation

05.01.2018
were offered 60% of ??

 don‘t accept

11.01.2018
Demolition of Kirazlitepe 
buildings uncostitutional

23.01.2018
Owners with more property 
rights get offered more money

22.02.2018

Reaction Neighborhood: 

don‘t get 2/3 majority, then it 

won‘t happen  because it is 

false that it is risky area, ground 

actually safe

22.02.2018

They sue, file an objection

23.02.2018
Neighborhood 
Association opens 
petition for signatures 
against contract 
conditions

14.03.2018

visits Kerazlitepe. did not 
invite Association 

Interim Balance: 

Neighborhood 

Association collected 

500 signatures 

from inhabitants of 

Kerazlitepe, Municipality  

got 160 signatures

02.03.2018

Petition to IMM: 

- Make report about health issue induced by 
destruction

02.04.2018
- Collective 
protest in Ankara 
with other 
Neighborhood 
Groups

do a protest 
before IMM 
in Istanbul

Collect signatures in 
all of Istanbul to show 
parliament

Neighborhood 
Association post 
more and more 
nostalgic images to 
facebook page

08.07.2018

Kerazlitepe 

neighborhood 

protests mass 

eviction on the 

streets

TMMOB-report: 
asbestos pollution in 
neighborhood

07.02.2019
3rd of three protests 
by the neighborhood 
against asbestos 
pollution

19.01.2019
Neighborhood invites 
engineers to measure 
pollution through 
demolished buildings

Neighborhood works 
with more and more 
press

19.12.2018

Neighborhood 

visits hearing about 

whether Kirazlitepe 

is a „risky area“

16.01.2019
Claim, that past 
elections used 
„fake“votes of 
empty houses, 
or non existing 
houses

26.02.2019

Imamoglu visits 
Kerazlitepe

15.03.2019
Minister of Environment, 
Murat Kurum, visits 
Kerazlitepe

28.02.2019
CHP-politicians visit 
Kerazlitepe

31.03.2019
Turkmen 
re-elected 
as mayor of 
Uskudar

23.06.2019
Imamoglu is 
now finally 
mayor 12.08.2019

Neighborhood 
meets Imamoglu, 
tells him about 
struggle

28.07.2019

Municipality 

destroys all trees, 

try to remove even 

inhabitants that did 

not sign to leave

also destroyed the 

associations office 

building

23.09.2019

Imamoglu visits 

again, promises 

longtable 

discussions

09.011.2019

Bayram Ali Kot 

sues Uskudar 

mayor for 

actions 

09.07.2018

900 appeal 

signatures sent to 

municipality by 

neighborhood

01.08.2018

Meeting between

 IMM + Neighborhood 

Association, declaration

             of „Good Will“,                                                                                                                                           

                 about workin                                                                                                                                           

                  together in future

MHP: Far-right Opposition 

Party

CHP SAADET

Chamber of 

Mechanical 

Engineers 

(TMMOB)

CHP politician
Ekrem Imamoglu

Bayram Ali Kot

Main Organizer of 

resistance of Kerazlitepe 

and General secretary 

of „Kerazlitepe Urban 

Transformation 

Association“

17.04.2019

Becomes mayor of 

Istanbul after a lot of 

contortion by AKP

22.02.2018

initiate investigation into 

transformation process

Social-democratic party 

(opposition to AKP)

23.08.2018

Visit neighborhood 

to listen to 

complaints 

(mayor election 

approaching)

06.10.2018

SAADET representative visits 

                                        Neighborhood

18.11.2018

Visit again

Conservative muslim 

party

people start acting singurlarly, 
not collectively

JICA Earthquake 
Risk Assessment

REPORT: 
Kirazlitepe not most 
endangered risk area

According to 
Municipality:

- Either 65% of 
owners of property 
agrees to demolition

or

- Official report is 
made

Discord

14.11.2017
is removed again

28.11.2017
announces: municipalities don‘t act 
in my will!

Municipalities 
often claim to 
do so

Protest

24.09.2017
“We won‘t sign 

anything yet“

Lie, deny people a say

police violence and 
incarcerations

16.08.2017
- attempted 
demolition of 
mosque at night

17.08.2017
- letters of 
demolition 
   placed on first
          houses

21.10.2017
-“Expropriation“ 
written in title deeds

10.02.2018
Kirazlitepe 
announced Risk 
Area

30.01.2018
Municipality: all inhabitants are treated fairly. 
Should anything change in the project, they will 
be paid according to market value in cash. But 
market value is estimated very low

01.08.2018
IMM overpaints protest 
graffitis, instead of 
removing destruction                                                                                                                                      
                       debris.

IMM removes protest 
banners by force

18.08.2018
Buildings 
are left 
empty and 
as ruins

IMM removes peoples‘ 
garbage bins

Municipality 

cut off 

electricity to 

street lamps

Municipality never 
presented a clear 
plan

21.02.2019
Truck Driver tries to 
unload extra rubble 
onto demolished 
buildings at night

No safety 
measures in 
demolition

28.07.2018
Destruction/debris is left 
on neighboring houses 
intimidation

04.10.2018

Overnight 

Destruction Of 

Mosque

06.02.2018

- Municipality lets people sign 

agreements, not contracts

 people who sign, agree to 

any contract that will be made, 

and municipality can change it 

according to their will

03.03.2018
Strategy ministry + IMM + 
Municipality:
- select specific areas in 
Kirazlitepe, which have >65% 
buildings without permits (like 
Gerrymandering)
- also, call it risk area, even though 
other areas are more at risk

14.04.2018
Turkmen sends 
text message 
to head of 
neighborhood 
association:
„Accept our 
terms or lose your 
rights.“

02.07.2018
IMM sends letter to 
owners:

 must leave house in 15 
days  Evacuation

21.03.2018
First Construction Begins

From Now On: Demolitions Start Regurarly

protested height of buildings, wanted less

22.05.17
first protest: „we 
want to keep our 
wealth

22.08.2017
announces 
visit to 
Kreazlitepe

26.08.2017
cancels visit to 
Kerazlitepe

21.09.2017
make some parcels of 
neighborhood „Urban 
Transformation and 
Development Area“

TOKi meets 
individually 
with people

destruction 
of unity

also: foundation of „Urban Transformation and 
Beautification Commission“ (Neighborhood 
Association
07.08.2017
- Demand certain compensation for expropriation 

 money ownership of future parcels
- Urge to neighbors: don‘t act alone! don‘t sign 
anything

12.08.2017
talked to lawyer: first 
independent info

Lawyers

31.03.14
elected 
Mayor 
Uskudar

31.03.19
elected 
Mayor 
Uskudar

3 proposals to 
neighborhood:

found cooperative and 
build houses yourself

Make deal 
with TOKi 

(recommended)

Make deal with 
private contractors

11.2016
TOKi opens 
„information 

office“ in 
Kerazlitepe

if not: shall be put into force by presidency

22.07.1982
Bosporus Law (2960):
- not higher than 5 floors 
and TAKS 15%
- preserve heritage + 
greenery

 „heritage law“ 

02.03.1984
Mass Housing Law

5.5.2004
- Amended Art.4:
Presidency allowed to 
make, have made, and 
amend zoning plans, of 
all types and scales

if denoted slum 
transformation according 
to 775
- Presidency allowed to 
expropriate any real or 
legal person

states: Article 4:

- TOKi (Mass Housing and Public Partnership Board)
 creates framework to determine mass housing 

settlement areas
 can decide mass housing areas

- Expropriation can be done by General Directorate 
of Land Office

Turkish Criminal Law
5237
Article 203:
If you resist intention of seal or 
remove seal (seal informing 
about leaving house)

 imprisonment 6-12 
months

1983
Expropriation Law 
Number 2942, 
Article 7:
„Expropriation status 
will be written into title 
deeds.“

Also 6306: 

If 65% of buildings were built 

without permit, even though they 

gained it afterwards, it can be 

declared a risk area

11.01.2018:

Constitutional court changes article: only 

risky classified buildings can be treated 

according to 6306

Article 17:

- People need to leave house 

after 15 days and pay utilities

IF agreement is made

04.11.1983

Expropriation Law 2942

Article 3:

Expropriation value is payed in advance to 

owner, can be as low as 1/6 of expropriation 

value

1982: Constitution of Turkey
Article 21:
„The domicile of an individual shall 
not be violated. Unless there exists a 
decision duly passed by a judge in 
cases explicitly defined by law, and 
unless there exists an order of an agency 
authorised by law in cases where delay 
is deemed prejudicial, no domicile may 
be entered or searched, or the property 
therein seized.“ 

Article 26: 

Everyone has the right to express and disseminate thought 

and opinion by speech, in writing or in pictures or through 

other media, collectively or individually

„risk area“ needs to be 

proven with documents

3.5.1985 Zoning Law 3194:
- District municipality has full 
responsibility over zoning, 
planning, coordination, etc.

Article 42: 
FINES for people who 
build without permission

30.07.66
Slum Law (775), Art. 18:
- if building unauthorized 
and doesn‘t belong to 
inhabitant but municipality

 direct 
demolition

2012: Law Number 6306
„Law on Transformation of 
Areas at Disaster Risk“

Article 4, Paragraph 1:

- TOKi, Ministry, or 

Administration is allowed to 

freely stop zoning plans, if 

it is „risky area“, meaning 

there are risky structures 

(earthquake)

Paragraph 3: 

- Water, electricity, gas can 

be cut off by TOKi, Ministry, 

or Administration

People will be asked to leave, or 

demolish their house themselves. 

If they are not able to do this, they 

can be removed by municipality 

or ministry. Owners are liable for 

demolition costs

!

Art.13:
Buildings 
without 
construction 
permit or use 
permit:

 
demolition

25.11.16
presents design 

proposal to 
neighborhood

Level 0+1 is supposed to 
be above ground

10.10.16

10.10.16 10.10.16 10.10.16

10.10.16
Announcement:
- „redevelopment“ planned in Usku-
dar. Supposed Reason: Earthquake 
Security
- Uskudar not built for its 270000 
inhabitants 
           increase density (land usage)
- promise: everybody can stay in old 
home and housing structure remains

30.10.16:
- Mayor goes to local café: 
Neighborhood decides to build 
with TOKi
- 2000 new houses:
1500 given to „right owners“
- Area of Yavuzturk serves as 
house in the meantime
         no rent needs to be payed. 
For who wants to live elsewhere: 
Rental support
- 2/3 of inhabitants must agree 
to conditions
- Title deeds decide over rights of 
inhabitants

Giv
es

 M
on

ey
 to

g ives  power  to

needs  to  be  approved  by

creates

Camlica Mosque

does not build houses 
with rent below 100-
130TL (2016). Only 
incoordination with 
social associations 
with loss of money

Murat Kurum

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

AKP

Istanbul  Metropolitan 
Municipality (IMM)

TOKi

Omer Bulut Head 
of

Force

Mehmet 
Ozhaseki



Concerned Parties Legal Framework Acts of Intimidation Acts of Resistance





How can architectural space challenge the notion of a place defined mainly 
through its physical presence and reintroduce a dependency on its own history 
as well as its non-material qualities?

How can it do this in places like Kirazlitepe, where the replacement has already 
happened?

Function of Design:

- adress relation of neighborhood to its process throughout time
- adress relationship material-non-material
- enable resistance 
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Site Plan Istanbul M1:750,000 | Site Plan Kirazlitepe M1:1500








