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ABOUT THE THESIS PROJECT  

Thesis project title A Flat Tale 
Thesis advisor 1 Salomon Frausto 
Thesis advisor 2 Thomas Weaver 
Thesis project description  

 
The project is an investigation of the “Dutch Concept” through its architectural manifestations. It uses architectural 
and literary theory and structure to form a narrative to set the base for research and the development of the 
project. The final result will be an architectural fairy tale that will take into consideration the development of 
the architectural plot and construct a possible ending. 
 

Thesis project site 

 

The chosen site is the Netherlands. The project investigates Dutch architecture and visual culture.  
 

Thesis project outcome  

 
The main outcome of the thesis will be a book / fairy tale about Dutch architecture. Along with existing 
architectural projects and icons that will be critically examined through the project, possible new, fictional 
characters (of buildings) will be added to aid the story and form counter proposals. These small projects will 
be, naturally, of a conceptual nature, and will be aimed and critiquing specific aspects or outcomes of Dutch 
architecture. To accompany the book, drawings will be made in an architecture - fairy -tale style in order to 
depict the storyline of the tale. More attention will be payed to the portrayal of characters which will be a 
combination of the built reality, accentuated with elements that correlate the building with the fairy tale 
archetype. Maps of specific sites within the Netherlands are also possible, but also in relation to the storyline.  
A text document which describes in detail the process of creating the fairy tale. Along with real historical 
events that are significant to the architectural development of the Netherlands, relationships will also be 
formed to a wider scope of architectural discourse. This will help to position and understand better the reasons 
for architectural peculiarities within this context. A parallel investigation of both the format and the content will 
be performed throughout the design development and the outcomes will be described in this additional text.  
Relevance 

 
Along with real historical events that are significant to the architectural development of the Netherlands, 
relationships will also be formed to a wider scope of architectural discourse. This will help to position and 
understand better the reasons for architectural peculiarities within the context of the Netherlands. A parallel 
investigation of both the format of the fairy tale and the architectural content will be performed throughout the 
design development and the outcomes will be described through drawings and text.  
 
Bibliography of literature, precedents, and references    

 
1. Christoph Grafe, Madeleine Maaskant, Mechthild Stuhlmacher (edit.). Oase #67 - After the Party; Dutch 
Architecture 2005. Rotterdam: NAI Publishers, 2005 
2.Bouw, Matthijs and Meuwissen, Joost ‘Disneyland with Euthanasia. The Vicissitudes of the New Welfare 
State’, Mart Stam’s Trousers: Stories from behind the Scenes of Dutch Moral Modernism. Edited by Crimson 
with Michael Speaks and Gerard Hadders (Rotterdam: 010 Publishers, 1999), 260-273. 
3. Wouter Vanstiphout. “Concensus Terrorism”. Harvard Design Magazine. 5/2015. 
http://www.harvarddesignmagazine.org/issues/2/consensusterrorism 
4. S. Umberto Barbieri, Leen Van Duin. A Hundred Years of Dutch Architecture: 1901-2000 Trends Highlights. 
Rotterdam: NAI Publishers, 2003 
5. Demetrios Porphyrios, Demetrios. “Pandora’s Box: An Essay on Metropolitan Portraits”. Architectural 
Design: AD Profiles 5 - OMA. 5/77. London: Architectural Design Magazine, 1977 
6. Rem Koolhaas. Delirious New York. New York: The Monacelli Press, 1994  
7. Propp, Vladimir. Morphology of the Folk Tale. orig. 1928. trans. Indiana University, 1968.  
8. Joonsen, Vanessa. Critical and Creative Perspectives on Fairy Tales. An Intertextual Dialogue betwee n 
Fairy-Tale Scholarship and Postmodern Retellings. Michigan: Wayne State University Press. 2011.  
9. Zipes, Jack. Relentless Progress: The Reconfiguration of Children’s Literature, Fairy Tales, and 
Storytelling. Routledge Chapman & Hall, 2008. 
10. Kanekar, Aarati. “Metaphor in Morphic Language”. University of Cincinnati, 2001.  
11. Kanekar, Aarati. “Diagram and Metaphor in Design: The Divine Comedy as a Spatial Model”. Philosophica 
70, pp. 37-58. 2002. 



12. Deleuze, Gilles and Guattari, Felix. “Year Zero: Faciality”. A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and 
Schizophrenia. University ofMinnesota Press. 1987.  
13. Deleuze, Gilles and Guattari, Felix. “Three Novellas, or ‘What Happened?’”. A Thousand Plateaus: 
Capitalism and Schizophrenia. University of Minnesota Press. 1987.  
14. Kaufman, Emil. “Three Revolutionary Architects, Boullee, Ledoux, and Lequeu”. Transactions of the 
American Philosophical Society. Volume 42, Part 3. Philadelphia, 1952.  
15. Vanstiphout, Wouter. “Concensus Terroris”, Harvard Design Magazine.  5/2015 
16. Rowe, Karen E. “Feminism and Fairy Tales”.  Zipes, Jack. Don’t Bet on the Prince. New York: Rutledge, 
1986 
17. Vanstiphout, Wouter. “The Export of Dutch Architecture and Planning, 1963 -2013”. Design and Politics #6: 
Are We the World?. Rotterdam: 010 Publishers, 2014 
18. Matthijs, Stuhlmacher, Grafe. “Eight Years After N ine+One; A conversation between Mark Linnemann, 
Matthijs Bouw, Mechthild Stuhlmacher and Christoph Grafe”. Oase #67: After the Party. 2005  
19. Liebs, Holger. „High Life“. Frieze Magazine, Issue 54. September-October 2000. 
http://www.frieze.com/issue/article/high_life/ 
20. Wilson, Rob. „Live Fast, Die Young: Hanover Expo, 2000“. Uncube Magazine. 
http://www.uncubemagazine.com/sixcms/detail.php?id=15358283&articleid=art -1425290057288-c640c95a-
0c94-4a8f-b369-b749141bbe12#!/page44 
21. Zipes, Jack. “Breaking the Magic Spell: Politics and the Fairy Tale”. New German Critique, No. 6. Duke 
University Press, 1975. pp.116-135 
22. Mirzoeff, Nicholas. “What is Visual Culture?”. edit. Mirzoeff, Nicholas. The Visual Culture Reader. London: 

Routledge. 3
rd

 edition. 2012. Pp. 3-13 
23. Kummerling – Meibauer, Bettina and Meibauer, Jorg. “Towards a Cognitive Theory of Picturebooks”. 
International Research in Children’s Literature 6.2 (2013). Edinburgh University Press, 2013. Pp.143-160 
24. Golden, Joanne M. and Gerber, Annyce. “A Semiotic Perspective of Text: The Picture Story Book Event”. 
Journal of Reading Behaviour, Volime XXII, No.3, 1990. Pp.203-219 
25. Trifonas, Peter Pericles. “Semiosis and the Picture-Book: On Method and the Cross-medial Relation of 
Lexical and Visual Narrative Texts”. Applied Semiotics / Semiotique appliquee 4: 11/12 (2002). OISE / 
University of Toronto. Pp.181-202 
26. Betsky, Aaron with Eeuwens, Adam. False Flat: Why Dutch Design is So Good. London: Phaidon Press 
Limited, 2004.  
27. Alpers, Svetlana. The Art of Describing; Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century . Chicago: The University of 
Chicago Press, 1983 
28. Sipe, Lawrence R. “How Picture Books Work: A Semiotically Framed Theory of Text-Picture 
Relationships”. Children’s Literature in Education, Vol.29, No. 2, 1998. Pp.97-108 
29. Clement, Lesley D. “On Beyond Z: The Visual Imagination and Postmodern Children’s Picture Books”. In 
Medina Barco, Inmaculada (ed.): Literature and Interarts: Critical Essays. Logrono: Universidad de La Rioja, 

2013. Pp. 53-78 
30. Sipe, Lawrence R. “Picturebooks as Aesthetic Objects”. Literacy Teaching and Learning, Volume 6, 
Number 1.pp.23-42 
 

 
Structure and method  
 
The conclusion of the project will be a fairy tale about Dutch architecture. The focus point of the project will be the 
Concept, as an idealized construct. It will be investigated through the form of a fairy tale, which inherently also 
deals with concepts, constructs and archetypes and is therefore an appropriate medium for this project. 
The fairy tale will be constructed out of three layers: the fairy tale narrative, which follows the story of the 
characters through an adventure that is constructed with the purpose of conveying a critique of Dutch architecture; 
a set of accompanying drawings that will serve as a tool of pointing out, alluding to, and hinting at things that are 
not explicitly mentioned in the narrative; and a set of “reflection” letters, written by the main character of the story, 
an unspecified, foreign architect, through which he reflects theoretically upon his adventures, his findings and his 
thoughts. All three parts of the project are assembled together into one, multilayered fairy tale, which tells a story 
through three different architectural tools: the description, the drawing and the essay. Even though picture books 
(some versions of fairy tales) are originally based only on two levels of communication: the visual 
(representational, iconic) and the verbal (narrative, conventional), I will add the additional layer of the reflective 
essay which, in this case, is not necessarily considered either iconic or conventional  

 
Final schedule and time planning 

 
WK 1.1  31 Aug–4 Sept 
Compulsory kick-off workshop on presentation on Friday, 4 September 2015 
 
WK 1.2   7–11 Sept 
Thesis advisor meeting with Ido Avissar, Salomon Frausto, or Stefano Milani on Friday, 11 September 2015 
Finalization of the narrative structure and defining the architectural projects that will be examined within the fairy tale format.  
 
WK 1.3   14–18 Sept 



Super pin-up with Atelier Bow-Wow on Thursday, 17 September 
Thesis advisor meeting with Thomas Weaver on Friday, 18 September 2015 
Critical reflection on projects through the development of the narrative on the basis of research into the architectural history of 
the Netherlands and its relationship to a wider architectural discourse.  
Work on the number, content and layout of images and text in the final book. 
 
WK 1.4   21–25 Sept 
Thesis advisor meeting with Ido Avissar, Salomon Frausto, or Stefano Milani on Friday, 25 September 2015 
Critical reflection on projects through the development of the narrative on the basis of research into the architectural history of 
the Netherlands and its relationship to a wider architectural discourse.  
Work on the number, content and layout of images and text in the final book. 
 
 
W 1.5   28 Sept–2 Oct 
Thesis advisor meeting with Thomas Weaver on Friday, 18 September 2015 
Creation of fist versions of the fairy tale book, and draft versions of the drawings 
 
WK 1.6   5 Oct–9 Oct 
Drawing workshop with Atelier Bow-Wow on Monday and Tuesday, 5 and 6 October 2015 
Thesis advisor meeting with Ido Avissar, Salomon Frausto, or Stefano Milani on Friday, 9 October 2015 
Finalization of draft of fist versions of the fairy tale book, and draft versions of the drawings 
 
WK 1.7   12–16 Oct 
Compulsory midterm presentation with thesis exam committee and thesis advisors on Friday, 16 October 2015 
 
WK 1.8   19 Oct–23 Oct 
Thesis advisor meeting with Thomas Weaver on Friday, 23 October 2015 
Implementing comments and suggestions from the midterm presentation into the project 
 
WK 1.9   26 Oct–30 Oct 
Thesis advisor meeting with Ido Avissar, Salomon Frausto, or Stefano Milani on Friday, 30 October 2015 
Refining elements of project.  
 
WK 2.0   2 Nov– 6 Nov 
Refining elements of project.  
 
WK 2.1   9 Nov– 13 Nov 
Finalizing all elements of the project  
 
WK 2.2   16 Nov– 20 Nov 
MSc1 and MSc 3 midterm presentations with Atelier Bow-Wow on Monday and Tuesday, 16 and 17 November 2015 
Super conversation dinner with Atelier Bow-Wow on Tuesday, 17 November 2015 
Thesis advisor meeting with Ido Avissar, Salomon Frausto, or Stefano Milani on Friday, 20 November 2015 
Finalizing all elements of the project  
 
WK 2.3   23 Nov– 27 Nov 
Finalizing all elements of the project 
 
WK 2.4   30 Nov–4 Dec 
Dress rehearsal with thesis advisors on Friday, 4 December 2015 
 
WK 2.5   7 Dec–11 Dec 
E2 presentations with thesis exam committee and thesis advisors on Thursday and Friday, 10 and 11 December 2015 
Super pin-up with Atelier Bow-Wow on Monday, 7 December 2015 
 
WK 2.6   14–18 Dec 
Postproduction workshop 1 
 
WK 2.7   4–8 Jan 
Postproduction workshop 2  
 
WK 2.8   11–15 Jan 
Postproduction workshop 3 
 
WK 2.9   18–22 Jan 
Postproduction workshop 4 
MSc1 and MSc 3 final presentations with Atelier Bow-Wow on Monday and Tuesday, 18 and 19 January 2016 
Super conversation dinner with Atelier Bow-Wow Tuesday, 16 January 2016 
 
WK 2.10  25–29 Jan 
E3 on Thursday–Friday, 28–29 January 2016 

 

 



 


