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The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments: 
 
Personal information 
Name Lucas Hartog 
Student number 5000440 

 
Studio   
Name / Theme Architectural Engineering 
Main mentor Anne Snijders Architecture 
Second mentor Wido Quist Heritage 
Argumentation of choice 
of the studio 

What drew me to the Architectural Engineering graduate 
studio was the freedom to define my own project, 
allowing me to focus on my interest in brutalist 
architecture. I was also attracted by the studio’s emphasis 
on technical development, aligning with my interest for 
making architectural ideas both physically and functionally 
viable—an interest deepened during my bachelor’s and 
master’s and during my internship at cepezed. The 
studio’s clear two-semester structure, separating research 
and design, further appealed to me by supporting a more 
in-depth and scientifically grounded project. 

 

Graduation project  
Title of the graduation 
project 
 

Re-Imagining Brutalism: Transformation of a brutalist 
structure for modern use while integrating its architectural 
aesthetics 

Goal  
Location: Bellevue, The Hague, The Netherlands 

 
Kon. Julianaplein 2, 2595 AA Den Haag 

The posed problem,  Brutalist architecture faces risk of 
demolition despite a growing movement 
advocating for its preservation. Recent 
transformation projects often introduce 
contrasting design elements that may 
undermine the characteristics of 
brutalism. This raises an important 
issue: how to appropriately transform 
brutalist buildings while respecting their 
defining characteristics? 
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research questions and  How can brutalist architecture be 
understood through its makeability? 

design assignment in which these result.  The design assignment focuses on 
transforming the Bellevue building from 
a rigid, monofunctional office building 
into a mixed-use structure while 
integrating the defining brutalist 
aesthetics of the building 

Brutalist structures in the Netherlands that do not qualify for a monumental status 
are often at risk of demolition. Such is the case with the Bellevue building in The 
Hague, which is planned to be torn down to make way for two 180-meter towers. 
However, demolition is increasingly seen as a less viable option as there is a growing 
movement in the architecture field that advocates working with the current building 
stock rather than engage in the unsustainable cycle of demolition and construction.  
 
Although many brutalist structures have been transformed in the past, it is worth 
questioning whether these interventions preserve the core characteristics of the style. 
These adaptations often introduce transparent, lightweight additions that contrast 
with the visual weight and material rawness central to brutalism. 
 
This graduation project aims to demonstrate how the Bellevue building could have 
been transformed into a mixed-use structure that adds urban value to The Hague. It 
offers an alternative to the proposed 180-meter towers while preserving the brutalist 
characteristics that define the building and its architectural style. 
 
To gain a clear understanding of the architectural aesthetics of brutalism, a thematic 
research will be conducted, examining the style through the lens of its makeability. 
This approach will focus on materiality and construction methods, exploring how 
these aspects contribute to the distinct expression of brutalism. 
 
With this knowledge, a design approach will be developed that integrates the 
brutalist heritage of the Bellevue building while adapting it to contemporary mixed-
use functions, ensuring both preservation and urban contribution. 
Process  
Method description   
 
Research  
 
Literature Study 
The thematic research will begin with a literature study on the evolution of concrete 
from the 1950s to the 1970s, mainly gathered from architectural books. This will be 
followed by a focused review of the two key construction methods associated with 
brutalism. Additionally, essays and critical articles by architecture critic will be 
examined, primarily from The Architectural Review and Architect Magazine. 
 
  
 



Case Study Analysis 
The literature study conducted during the thematic research will be accompanied by 
striking images from several case studies, alongside two in-depth case studies for 
each of the two primary construction methods. 
 
Design 
 
Site Analysis 
A site analysis will be conducted to gain a clear understanding of the Bellevue 
building’s context and surroundings. 
 
Existing building analysis 
The existing Bellevue building will be studied through its floor plans, cross-sections, 
and façade views to gain a comprehensive understanding of its dimensions, form, 
and overall structure. 
 
Mass Study 
A massing study will be carried out to explore the impact of adding various volumes 
on top of the existing building. 
 
Façade Study 
A façade study will be conducted to explore different configurations of the new 
volume’s façade, focusing on materiality, the interplay of lines and relation to the 
Bellevue building. 
 
Design Progression 
The remainder of the project will follow the design cycle, incorporating the 
implementation of functions and the integration of the building within its urban 
context. 
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Reflection 
1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if 

applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme 
(MSc AUBS)?  

 
The graduation project aligns closely with the ‘Stock’ domain of the Architectural 
Engineering studio, which explores the potential of existing buildings by 
reinterpreting them in response to current and future needs. It also fits well within 
the master track ‘Architecture’ by presenting a transformation from a rigid, 
monofunctional structure into a contemporary mixed-use building, where aesthetics 
play a crucial role. More broadly, the project aligns with the overarching goals of the 
master program by rethinking how we engage with existing buildings and the built 
environment, offering an alternative to the unsustainable cycle of demolition and new 
construction. 
 



2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional 
and scientific framework.  

 
From an academic perspective, this study contributes to architectural research by 
offering a focused analysis of brutalism’s aesthetic foundations. It connects the 
subjective nature of aesthetics with the technical principles of architecture, providing 
a clearer theoretical framework for understanding the distinctive qualities of 
brutalism. In doing so, it adds to the broader database of architectural theory.  
 
Besides, the graduation project handles the question of what to do with our aging 
stock of generic brutalist buildings. Instead of writing them off as ugly and outdated, 
the project explores their potential for adaptive reuse, which is an approach that 
aligns with today’s sustainability goals and the shift towards a circular world. The 
project aims to contribute to the preservation of these buildings by demonstrating 
how their structures can be transformed. 
 

 

 


