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POWER OF TERRITORY
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1955
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POWER OF PROGRESS
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1992
MAASTRICHT TREATY EUROPEAN UNION
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POWER OF DEMOCRACY
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UN ASSEMBLY | 1989 UN RIO SUMMIT | 1992 UN KYOTO PROTOCOL | 1997 UN PARIS AGREEMENT | 2015

GLOBAL AGREEMENTS
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BERLIN CLIMATE ACT | 2021

GERMAN AGREEMENT
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POWER OF 
SUSTAINABILITY?
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HOW DOES 
SUSTAINABILITY AFFECT 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF 

POWER?

research question
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EXISTING BUNDESRAT BUILDING

CLIENT
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69 
Seats

research

LAW MAKING ORGANIZATION

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council
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Citizens at least 18 years old
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BUNDESTAG
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BUNDESRAT
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Citizens at least 18 years old

736
Seats

69 
Seats

Bicameralism

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Federal Chancellor and Federal Ministries

BUNDESTAG
Federal Parliament

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council

STATE PARLIAMENTS

research

LAW MAKING ORGANIZATION
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program distribution

The European Union, 
the United States, 
and Germany are 

characterized by what 
political scientists call 
strong bicameralism.

BICAMERALISM IN GERMANY
research
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LAW MAKING PROCESS
research

BUNDESTAG
Federal Parliament

Approved bills
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BUNDESTAG
Federal Parliament

Approved bills

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council

2nd reading
(work on committees)

COMMITTEES

LAW MAKING PROCESS
research
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BUNDESTAG
Federal Parliament

Approved bills

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council

2nd reading
(work on committees)

Plenary session
(voting)

COMMITTEES PLENARY SESSIONS

LAW MAKING PROCESS
research

10
Berlin Studio 31



BUNDESTAG
Federal Parliament

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Federal Chancellor 

and Federal Ministries

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council

If 
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Approved bills

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council

BUNDESRAT
Federal Council

2nd reading
(work on committees)

Plenary session
(voting)

Mediation committee
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COMMITTEES PLENARY SESSIONS MEDIATION COMMITTEE

LAW MAKING PROCESS
research
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research

BICAMERALISM IN THE US

UPPER
 HOUSE

LOWER
 HOUSE
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BICAMERALISM IN THE US
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research

BICAMERALISM IN BRAZIL

UPPER
 HOUSE

LOWER
 HOUSE
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research

BICAMERALISM IN BRAZIL

10
Berlin Studio 36



IN GERMANY...

10
Berlin Studio 37



LOWER HOUSE 
(Bundestag)
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UPPER HOUSE 
(Bundesrat)
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1871

BUNDESTAG / BUNDESRAT TIMELINE
research

GERMAN EMPIRE

GERMAN EMPIRE

BUNDESTAG

BUNDESRAT

+

Berlin

UNIFICATION 
OF GERMANY
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research
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BUNDESTAG
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BUNDESTAG

FED. GOV. AND BUNDESTAG
research
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BUNDESRAT PRUSSIAN HOUSE OF LORDS
research
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BUNDESRAT
research

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BUNDESTAG

BUNDESRAT
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BUNDESRAT WHAT IF?
research
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research

BICAMERALISM IN GERMANY WHAT IF?
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SITE
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GROUP VISION MOBILITY
research
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GROUP VISION MOBILITY
research

HAUPTBANHOF
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SITE
research

HAUPTBANHOF

BUNDESTAG

CHANCELLERY
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SITE REQUIREMENTS
research

VISIBILITY FROM THE S-BAHN
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research

VISIBILITY FROM THE REICHSTAG

SITE REQUIREMENTS
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research

ACCESS TO THREE ROADS

SITE REQUIREMENTS
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research

SITE REQUIREMENTS
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SITE ANALYSIS GREEN LANDSCAPE
research

Reichstagsite

Tiergarten

Spreebogen
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research

SITE ANALYSIS URBAN CONNECTIONS

Hauptbahnhof

City center
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research

SITE ANALYSIS UNDERGROUND INFRASTRUCTURE

U-Bahn

Tiergarten tunnel
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PROGRAM
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BENCHMARKING
research

US CAPITOL BUILDING

PALACIO DE LAS CORTES

NATIONAL DIET BUILDING

BANGLADESH PARLIAMENT

CONGRESS OF BRAZIL

UNITED NATIONS HQ

REICHSTAG

SENEDD PARLIAMENT

CHANDIGARH ASSEMBLY

KUWAIT ASSEMBLY

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

VALLETTA PARLIAMENT

BENIN ASSEMBLY

Information

Industrial

Agrarian

1.  SIZE/CAPACITY M² M²/

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

42m²

253m²

83m²

99m²

75m²

359m²

51m²

94m²

297m²/member

FU
LL

 P
A

R
LI

A
M

E
N

T

217m²

290m²

312m²

232m²

88m²

88m²

422m²

REICHSTAG FOSTER 
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Information

PUBLIC

PUBLIC

PUBLIC

PLENARY

PLENARY

PLENARY

OFFICES

OFFICES

OFFICES

SERVICES

SERVICES

SERVICES

19%

22%

23%

15%

17% 37%

32%

43%

31%

PUBLIC PLENARY OFFICES SERVICES

26% 35% 15% 24%

23%

24%

PUBLIC PLENARY OFFICES SERVICES

5% 23% 23%

14%

REICHSTAG

CONGRESS OF BRASILIA

VALLETTA PARLIAMENT

SENEDD

SCOTISH PARLIAMENT

49%

CLUSTERS
research
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Public  
18%Public

area
2.024m²

Visitors´ center 1398m²

Hall/Reception 626m²

PROGRAM BAR
research
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PROGRAM BAR
research

Public  
18%Public

area
2.024m²

Visitors´ center 1398m²

Hall/Reception 626m²

Plenary  
10% 1.081m²

Foyer 195m²

Public gallery 350m²

Debating chamber 299m²

Press lounge 237m²

Partially
public

area
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10% 1.081m²

Foyer 195m²

Public gallery 350m²

Debating chamber 299m²

Press lounge 237m²

Partially
public

area

Office  
46% 5.150m²

Entrance 1.000m²

Members 1.125m²

Committee 800m²

Secretariat 1.290m²

Support 935m²

Private
area

PROGRAM BAR
research
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PROGRAM BAR
research

Public  
18%Public

area
2.024m²

Visitors´ center 1398m²

Hall/Reception 626m²

Plenary  
10% 1.081m²

Foyer 195m²

Public gallery 350m²

Debating chamber 299m²

Press lounge 237m²

Partially
public

area

Office  
46% 5.150m²

Entrance 1.000m²

Members 1.125m²

Committee 800m²

Secretariat 1.290m²

Support 935m²

Private
area

Service  
26% 2.810m²

Total area
15.269m²

Parking 557m²

Catering 1095m²

Technical 1085m²

Private
area
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research

RELATION SCHEME COMPLEXITY OF USERS

members

Catering

Parking

Secretariat 
(support)

Entrance

ChamberChamber

Catering

Parking

Secretariat 
(support)

SecretariatEntrance

Entrance 

Visitors´ center

Members

press

Entrance 
Gallery

guestsVIP

Catering

Entrance

Chamber
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research

CHAMBER POLITICS OF SPACE

OPPOSING BENCHES

URGENCY AND 
CROWDEDNESS

NEOCLASSICAL 
DEMOCRACY

HYBRID

XML (2015)

DEMOCRACY IN THE AGE OF 
THE NEWTORK

NON-DEMOCRATIC
 REGIMES

SEMICIRCLE HORSESHOE CIRCLE CLASSROOM
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KEY SPACE CHAMBER
research

330M² 69 MEMBERS
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330M² 69 MEMBERS TWO INTERPRETING BOOTHS 
FACING THE MEMBERS

KEY SPACE CHAMBER
research
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330M² 69 MEMBERS TWO INTERPRETING BOOTHS 
FACING THE MEMBERS

VISIBILITY FROM GALLERY AND 
TOP OPENING FOR DAY LIGHT

KEY SPACE CHAMBER
research
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DESIGN
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concept

LINEAR UNDERGROUND
concept

LINEAR UNDERGROUNDLINEAR UNDERGROUND
design
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chapter title

RATIONALIZING THE CIRCLES...LINEAR, 
CIRCLE KIND OF A PAVVILION ,
COMPACT PARTIALLY UNDERGROUND

design
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concept

RATIONAL AND BLENDED UNDERGROUNDFLAT SQUARE PARTIALLY UNDERGROUND
design
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design

CONCEPT SEQUENCE
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design

#1 PUBLIC REALM
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design

#2 LANDSCAPE
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35ºC

16ºC

design

#3 THERMAL PERFORMANCE
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design

#4 SOIL ADJUSTMENT
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design

CONSTRAINTS

platz der 
republik

tiergarten

spreebogen park

reichstag

u-bahn tracks
tie
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ar
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n 

tu
nn

el

tiergarten

10
Berlin Studio 90



design

FOOTPRINT

100m

90m
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members and VIP

Bundestag VIP entrance

U-Bahn stationChancellery

design

ENTRANCES
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design

ENTRANCES

public

members and VIP

Berlin city centre

Reichstag 

10
Berlin Studio 93



publicservice

members and VIP

press and guests

design

ENTRANCES

10
Berlin Studio 94



BASIC PROGRAM DIVISON
design

MEMBERS 
AND 

SUPPORT

P
U

B
LI

C
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CHAMBER
design

reichstag´s dome
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PROGRAM SCHEME
design

public
service

members and VIP

press and guests
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LONGITUDINAL SECTION CONTEXT INTEGRATION
design
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design

LONGITUDINAL SECTION DESIGN OVERVIEW
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design

IMPLEMENTATION LANDSCAPE
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design

IMPLEMENTATION ROADS
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design

IMPLEMENTATION CAR ACCESS
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South façade - car access
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design

IMPLEMENTATION ENTRANCES
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Entrance north façade
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9.3 kg CO2/m3

design

RAMMED EARTH

SOURCE:MATERIALEPYRAMIDEN.DK 
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25cm5,424.2 kg CO2
(4x less than lime sandstone)

2.333m²

SOURCE:MATERIALEPYRAMIDEN.DK 

design

RAMMED EARTH
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Public auditorium

public gallery
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Staff Lounge
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ENTRANCE HALL
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design

ENTRANCE HALL CITY RELATION
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design

ENTRANCE HALL EXPERIENCE
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design

ENTRANCE HALL INTERACTION
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TECHNICAL SPACES
design

HEAT 
EXCHANGER

HEAT 
EXCHANGER
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design

CLIMATE CONCEPT SUMMER

CROSS AND STACK VENTILATION
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design

CLIMATE CONCEPT WINTER
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Fully concealed connection

Silicone strip
200

42 42

10
20

6
86

10
10

0

50

71
10

5
90

10

L steel profile for glass clamp
100 x 200 mm

Neoprene pad
3mm

Embedded titanium element laminated with SGP

Neoprene pad
3mm

T steel profile
200 x 200 mm

Annealed glass (laminated)
10mm

Fully tempered glass (laminated)
10mm

Insulated cavity
15mm

Ceramic fritting

Steel grating
100mm

Annealed glass (laminated)
10mm

Fully tempered glass
10mm

50cm251050

design

ROOF DETAIL
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ROOF DETAIL ENERGY STRATEGY

HEAT LOSS REFLECTED SOLAR 
ENERGY
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ENTRANCE HALL SECURITY
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Entrance south façade

10
Berlin Studio 118



Members´ room

Public auditorium

public gallery

Guests

Kitchen

Staff Lounge

shop

public restaurant

Council

Council committee

Guests room

Members´ workspace

1st vice president
2nd vice president

public gallery foyer

Storage

kitchen

Committee

-6,48-2,16

-2,16

-2,16

Members

-2,16

Reception

Security

Security

20m1086420

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

design

ENTRANCE HALL RECEPTION
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Entrance hall 
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Entrance hall - reception
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CENTRAL WING
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Central wing - staff lounge
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SUPPORT COMMITTEES AND LOUNGES
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Courtyard
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FAÇADE FRAGMENT
design
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JULY IS THE WETTEST AND HOTTEST MONTH IN BERLIN 
70MM PRECIPITATION
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WATER DRAINAGE AND NATURAL VENTILATION
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STRUCTURE WATER TIGHT CONCRETE BASEMENT 
design
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STRUCTURE LATERAL STABILITY
design
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STRUCTURE GLULAM COLUMN AND LIGNATUR SLABS
design
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MECHANICAL VENTILATION

HEAT EXCHANGER 
(LEVEL -1)
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OUTLET
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VERTICAL SHAFTS

HEAT EXCHANGER 
(ENTRANCE ROOF)

HEAT EXCHANGER 
(ENTRANCE ROOF)
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PROTOCOL VIP ACCESS
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North façade - VIP access
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South façade - press access
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Central wing - press hall
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2ND
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Entrance hall 
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PLENARY SESSION PUBLIC
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Access to public gallery
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Debating chamber
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IMPLEMENTATION PUBLIC FLOW
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Roof top - towards the Reichstag
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PUBLIC ENTRANCE
design
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Urban staircase facing the Reichstag
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View from Reichstag - Public entrance
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Public entrance
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PUBLIC SPACES
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Public auditorium
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Public area - view to the entrance hall
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REFLECTION...
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How does sustainability affect the architecture of power?
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Urban implementation as a political message
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Public realm as a political message
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rationality and materials as a political message
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