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The Sea as Island

borderscaping the Mediterranean Basin



Living on a damaged planet MEDITERRANEAN NECROPOLIS

Material released by FRONTEX
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Living on a damaged planet THE FIGURE OF THE MIGRANT
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“ We are stuck with the problem of living despite
economic and ecological ruination.
Neither tales of progress nor of ruin tell us

how to think about collaborative survival.”
Anne Lowenhaupt Tsing (2017).Art of Living on a Damaged Planet
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Living on a damaged planet THE FIGURE OF THE SEA TURTLE
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Living on a damaged planet FIGURE OF JULIA ISLAND

Drawing by G.W. Smythe, 1831



Living on a damaged planet SEA OF ISLANDS
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Living on a damaged planet WORLD OF OCEANS
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Living on a damaged planet FROM SHOAL TO ISLAND
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Living on a damaged planet FROM ISLAND TO SHOAL
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Living on a damaged planet FROM ISLAND TO SHOAL

Drawing by author



Living on a damaged planet RHYTHM OF REPETITION
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Mediterranean Basin

Common Ground in the Making



Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground RESEARCH QUESTION(S)

How can borderscapes direct the creation of a new common ground
between human and more than human entities in the Mediterranean
Basin through an inversed understanding of the sea as island?
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground RESEARCH QUESTION(S)

What are the design possibilities for the borderscapes,
especially the ones contained in water?

What are the methods, elements,
and conditions for a co-construction
of a common ground?

i How does this inverse understanding of the sea as Bes 4 Ty i

! land strengthens its recontextualization from an object
i to a subject through the redefinition of its boundaries?

What does the specific study of borders and crosspoints
in the Mediterranean has to offer in the understanding of
extended urbanization?
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground TERRITOROLOGY
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground GEOPOLITICS-KINOPOLITICS
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground TOPOS-FORM
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground HABITAT-INTERACTION
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground MATTER-SUBSTANCE
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground SYNTHESIS
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground SYNTHESIS
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground ACCUMULATION

0 250 500 km

shipwrecks

migration camps
NATO bases
migration routes
crusing routes
EEZ borders
dispute areas
EEZ areas
terrestrial seas
natura areas

88._-....' e +

N\

Drawing by author



Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground CLEARANCE
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground PALIMPSEST
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK
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Mediterranean Basin as Common Ground
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Borderscaping

Mobilizing Territories, Territorializing Mobilities
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Borderscaping as method
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METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
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Borderscaping as method SEALAND
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Borderscaping as method INCLUSIVE BORDERS
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Borderscaping as method LIMINAL BODIES
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Borderscaping as method MOLTEN ENTITIES
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Borderscaping as method TERRITORIALIZING MOBILITIES
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MOBILIZING TERRITORIES
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Borderscaping as method THE ISLAND AS BORDERSCAPE
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The Sea as Island
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The Sea as Island COLLECTION OF FIGURATIONS

Human vs More-than-human Processes

Photos by author
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“ Every act of knowing brings forth a world.
All doing is knowing. All knowing is doing.
Action and exprience are more than only about
what happens in the physical world.
Every reflection brings forth a World.”
Humberto Maturana & Francisco Varela (1987). The Tree of Knowledge
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The Sea as Island TOPOS-FORM
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The Sea as Island MATTER-SUBSTANCE
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The Sea as Island ZOEPOLITICS
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The Sea as Island
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Weaving Worlds

Map of the Mediterranean Sea in Medieval Islamic Views of the Cosmos



“ Figurations are performative images that
can be inhabited. Verbal or visual, figurations
are condensed maps of whole worlds.”
Donna Haraway (1997).The Virtual Speculum in the New World Order
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